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THE 

GRAY's-INN JOURNAL 



NUMBER I. 

Saturday y 0£i. 21, 1752. 

Nmfuit confiUum Jocordii at^ue deftdid 
Bonum otium coniererCn 

Sallust. 

IT has been remarked by writers, whom a dcr 
fire of adding to the entertainment of the 
public has incited to portion out their endeavours 
into periodical eflays, that the firft addrefs has 
occafioncd more vehement corrofions of the nails, 
and more frequent rubbings of the forehead, than 
any other fucceflive comppfition. In the com- 
mon occurrences of life we^meet with fomething 
of a fimilar nature every d^y. Men not yet hack- 
neyed in the ways of the world, upon their firil: 
admiffion into company, are apt to betray un- 
couth and aukward movcmcrnts in their dcport- 
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mcnt, arifing from the different ideas of bafliful- 
nefs and diffidence, which agitate their minds^ 
until the initial ceremonies are adjuftcd. As \ 
propofe to hold ti literary intercourfc with tfic 
public, and flatter myfelf with the hopes of con- 
verfing with many hundreds of my countrymen 
every Saturday^ I cannot iffue out my firft perform- 
ance, without feeling an extraordinary folicitude 
for the event. To fay the truth, I find myfelf dif- 
concerted by thofe alartns and perturbations of 
fpifit, which are apt to feize people of fenfibility 
in their tempers, when irrefiftible principles of 
aftion have prevailed over their modefty, and 
called them forth into a confpicuous point of 
view. The firft impreffion has always great in- 
fluence upon mens judgments. The mind will 
often hallily form aflpciations of ideas, which it 
cannot afterwards eafily feparate. On this ac- 
count I have been npt a little anxious about my 
firft appearance. Aft^r mpch contemplation and 
dt;ep ftudy, I ftiould ht^ve been entirely at a lofs 
how to conduct rny firft addrefs, had not the ex- 
ample of our parliamentary candidates pointed 
out a mode of eloquence, to which I think proper 
to adhere on the preftnt occafion, as the mbft per- . 
fuafive rhetoric I can fuggcft to myfelf. 
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To the GxNTLEMEN, Clergy, and Freeholders 
' "• of Great-Britain4^ 

Gentlemen, 
j^S I have bad the honour, at a meeting of my 
friends y to be put in nomination to reprejent you^ 
^nd all your vices, follies, and foibles, in a new paper ^ 
to bi publijhed every Saturday, and entitled The 
Gray's-Inn Journal, I deftre thefavouY of your votes 
andinterefi, ajfuringyou that IJhall at all times exsrt 
my mojl vigorous endeavours toferve you, heing a Jin- 
cere friend to the caufeof true vjit and humour, and a 
fteady ajfertor of decency, virtue, and good-manners^ 
JVitb thefefentiments I have the honour to be. 
Gentlemen^ 
Tf'our moji obedient and devotedfervani, 

CHARLES RANGER, 

N. B, t av/iiif ito party whateveri 

Having thus declared my ambition for literary 
fame, I do not expeft that all tbofe rival wits, 
who for fome time paft have been making their 
court to the public, Ihould inftantly decline the 
poll : on the contrary, I am apprehenfive, as gene- 
rally happens at elections, that much fcurrility will 
be difcharged upon the prefent writer ; and I am 
no way doubtful but they will proceed to the ex- 
B 3 tremity 
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tremity of dilputing my property in PUmaffuSy 
and obliging me to make out my qualification. 
Of this, however, I hope to give fufficient proof 
in the fequeL In regard to the petty animofities, 
which are apt to embitter the minds of thofe, who 
to a fmall ftiare of wit have added the imbecilH- 
ties of a mean and little Ipirit, it is my intention 
to purfue my courfe, without going out of the 
way, like the countryman in the fable, to crulh 
the grafshoppers that made a noife around himl 
I Ihall conlble myfelf in that cafe with a reflec- 
tion that thofe nuifances are ever found in the 
jEunfhine* 

Solejub ardenti rejonant arhufia cicadis. 

Virgil. 

In the profecution of this defign the reader 
is not to expe<3: any fcandal> any detraftion, or 
ill-nature. The mala mentis gaudia^ as Virgil calls 
the gratifications of a malevolent fpirit, are not in 
iny charadef or difpofition. The paper, which 1 
hav6 undertaken to write> is intended for other 
purpofes> namely^ to promote ufcful mirth and 
good humour^ To fecure thefe in my own tem- 
per, and to fow their feeds in others, I (hall here 
beg feave to lay a few words to my friends, the 

It, 



Digitized by 



Google 



No. I. THE GRAY'S INN JOURNAL. 7 

It IS obfervtd by Mr. Pope, in the very fenfible 
Preface to his Works, that both writers atld their 
readers are generally unreafonable in the mutual 
cxpeftatiohs they have of each other 5 thfe former 
fancying the worid muft approve whatever they 
produce, and the latter imagining that authors ai-c 
bbliged at any rate to pleafe them, tor my part, 
1 (hoiild be glad to compound matters with all the 
tritics of the age : if they will abate fomething of 
their ufual feverity, rhy demands upon them for 
fame and reputation (hall not be very exorbitant : 
fhould they withhold that fmall tribute, 1 hope, at 
Icafti they will allow me to make as much wafte 
paper is the reft of our periodical writers and 
daily hlftorianS. 

' From the latter df thefe, the gleaners of para- 
graphs for oiir common newfpapers, I do not per- 
ceive what kind of advantage can redound to a 
rational creature, who can neither receive inftruc- 
tion or entertainment^ by reading that Mr. Such 
a onci an eminent cheefembnger, died at his 
country-houfe, when perhaps he is in perfed' 
health in Thames-ftreet. If ^Squire Rent-Roil 
is arrived in town with a gi'and retinue, I ap- 
prehend it no way interefting to any. man breath- 
ing, except his taylor, his pimp, or his gaining- 
club. A true*dclineation of men and manners, 
B 4 though 
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though drawrt in crayons, is worth whole reams 
of that trifling intelligence, which ferves only to 
gratify curiofity, without giving one good quality 
cither to the head or the heart. Upon all occa- 
fions I fhall think it incumbent on me to have 
fome regard to what is commonly called ftile. 
Notwithftanding the prefent prafticc, it appears 
fo me that fuch words fhould always be chofcn as 
are moft ftrongly and elegantly exprelEve of the 
intended idea ; and they fhould, if I am not mif- 
taken, be combined in fuch an arrangement, as 
not to offend againft the rtiles of grair.mar, or vio- 
late that harmony, which a true ear requires. To 
this if fome knowledge of the world can be 
added, I conceive it will be an additional embel- 
lifliment, as from thence may be derived exhibi- 
tions of human life, and proper animadverfions 
upon the follies, that are every day fpringing up 
in this metropolis. 

Henceforth ihcn be it known unto all men, 
whom it may concern, that we Charles Ranger, 
Lfq; have undertaken, and by thefc prefents do 
undertake, the conducl of a paper entitled The 
Gray's-Inn Journal. We intend that the fame 
lliall be a jjeneral critique on the times, and all 
falfc appearances in men and books ; and as we 
have obfcrved, that, what Dr. Young calls laugh- 
ing 
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ing fatire, has always been moft conducive to the 
end we propofe, we are determined to exert fomc . 
certain powers, called Wit, Humour, and Rail- 
lery, hereby advifing our dearly beloved readers 
to get their rifible faculties in order, but referving 

. to ourfelvcs, more mcqorum^ the privilege of being 
dull by defign. It is therefore ordered by thefe 
prefents, that on or before Saturday next all of- 
fences (hall ceafe. Amanda muft not coquette it 
with every coxcomb Oie meets ; nor fhall Lotba-- 
no continue, with impunity, to make the ruin of 

. female virtue the bufinefs of his life. The man of 
modefly dealing down the by-walk of life Ihall 
blufh to find his virtue called forth into open 
day-light i and the concealed hypocrite Ihall ft and 
in the pillory of deteftion. In fliort, as the fati- 

, rift exprcfles it, the aftions of men, their hopes, 
their fears, their pleafures, and refentments, fliall 
be the mifcellaneous fubjedt of thefe lucubrations. 

Given under our hand this 21ft of O^ober, 
1752. 

CHARLES RANGER. 

TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

Bedford Cops-hufc. 
Wit and humour have been at a low ebb in this 
place for fome time paft, but as it is expcfted that 

his 
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his Majcfly will fhbrtly rctiirn from hh Germart 
dominions, the town bfegins to fill, and it is 
thought thcfe regions will fhortly be as brilliant 
as ever. In confequence of this opinion, atcarjl- 
van will fet out from the Royal Exchange at half 
an hour paft five every Sunday evening during the 
winter feafon, for the convenience of the holiday 
geniufes of the city. It will ftop at George's^ 
Tpmple-bar, to fet down thofe probationers in 
criticifm, who have not yet a fufficient power of 
face to appear in this academy. As we expedV a 
great deal of company to-morrow evening, the 
gentlemen from the Lord Mayor's fide of Temple 
Bar are defired to fer:d their fhop-boys at four 
o'clock to keep places. 

N. B. The Inspector will make his appear- 
ance at eight, attended by Mr. Town and Quin- 
BUS Flestrin. 

Covent'Garden, 
The Manager of this theatre having heard that 
a rnj'E POET has been compared to a rope- 
dancer, and, in the confufion of his ideas, think-- 
ing a rope-dancer and a poet to be convertible 
terms, has at length determined to exhibit Mr. 
Maddcx upon the flack rope, in fome future panto^ 
mime ; which calls to mind the follov/ing lines in 
Mr. Johnfon's admirable Prologue. 

PerhapSy 
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Pirb^pSy where Lear has rav^d and Hamlet dy*d^ 
On flying cars new Sorcerers may ride ; 
Perhaps^ (for who can tell th* effeHs of chance ?) 
Here Hunt may box, or Mahomet may dance. 

ADVERTISEMENT, 

The Board of Criticifm wUl meet at the Bedford 
Coffee -houfe this and every evening during the 
winter feafon. All perfons, who arc willing ,tD 
furnifli the Malevoli with apples, oranges, cat- 
calls, and other implements of criticifm, are de- 
fired to fend in their propofals, on or before the 
a9th of this prefcnt Oftobei:. 
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NUMBER IL 

Saturday^ OS. %, 1752-r 

DuJce ridentem Lalagen amaboy 
Dulce loqumtem. 

HoR. 

HAVING endeavoured, in my laft Saturday's 
paper, to recommend myfelf to the patron- 
age of the male part of my readers, I (hall dedi- 
cate theprefent eflay to the Britifli fair. I mufl: 
therefore beg to be admitted this morning to their 
toilets ; to call off their eyes for a little time from 
the dearly-beloved mirrour ; to difcard Bttty from 
her attendance ; and, in (hort, to exclude, for one 
half hour, the whole train of Mantua-makers, 
ftay-makers, French barbers, and venders of 
wafhes. 

I am aware that the ladies will be akrmed at 
the thought of being alone with Ranger : but the 
reafon of my dcfiring the difmiffion of io many 
favourites is, becaufe I profefs the very fame art, 
to which thatclafs of people have always afpired 
that of heightening the charms of female beauty. 
Two of a trade, it is faid, can never agree. I 
think it abfolutely neceflary, to meet with no in- 
terruption 



Digitized by 



Google 



No. 2. THE GRAYVINN JOURNAL. 13 

terruption in this important point, from the pert^ 
nefs of a chambermaid, the fervility of tradcfmen, 
and the Ihrugs and briflc inteijeftions of French 
proficients, who wijl, no dpubr, be greafly afto- 
nifhed to hear, that their artificial embellifhm?nt$, 
though they may ferve, when they do not luxu- 
riantly wanton into faptaftic extravagartcies, to 
^dom the female form, are yet in no way cffential. 
Beauty, without fuch auxilliaries, may be rendered 
ftill njore attraftive in the eyes of all men of fenfc. 

Horacdy whom it is unnecelTary to introduce to 
the acquaintance of the ladies, as Creech and 
Francis have taken that agreeable office upon 
themfelves, was a man of the mod finifhed tafte in 
all circumftances of life : he tells us, in the words 
of my motto, that he fhall always love his Lalage 
JVeetly fmiling, and fweetly talking ; which two 
accomplifhmenrs would not have been touched 
upon by fo fine a poet, if they did not carry with 
(hem fomc peculiar charm. 

Expreflion has been mentioned by every elegant 
writer on this fubjcft, as the firft ingredient in the 
compofition of beauty. The more pleafing the 
expreflion, the more energy will be derived from 
thence upon every chanii. . For this reafbn, the 
pjeafing fmilc is the bed haPid-niaid to an elegant 

fct 
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fet of features. It gives numberlcfs graces to every 
delicacy, and diffufes over the whole countenance 
an emanation of that fwcetnefs of temper, which 
is the native ornament of the fain To this fenti- 
mcnt the witty Dn Toung has fubfcribed in his 
JJniverfal Pajftcn. 

Whafs female beauty hut an air divine y 
^ro* which the mind's all^gentle graces Jhine ? 
Theyy Uke the fun^ irradiate all between ; 
The body charms^ becaufe the foul is feen. 

This do£trine has not beefi eftablifhed without 
theutmoft propriety. Inanimate matter, how- 
.cver fymmetry, colour, and other adjunfts, may reT 
commend it, cannot any way gaifi upon our affcc-: 
tions. I have feen many a pidturp where the face 
was well turned, and the features juftly difpofed, 
and yet all men of judgo^ent have invariably con- 
curred to pronpunce the piece extremely bad, be- 
caufe there were no perceptibjp graces of a chink-r 
ing power within. And if this property is re- 
quired in the mere imitation of the human face, 
what fiiall be faid when it is deQcient in the origi- 
nal ? when the appearance of a mind, which alone 
can diftinguifh us from other fublunary exiftences, 
^d which alone can impart real fatisfaclion, and 
.excite the focial feelings in an intelligent beings 
ijeems to be totally abfent ? Mifs Millefont is 

without 
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without the niceft proportion of features, and 
without a glofly bloona of complexion : and yet I 
believe no one everfaw her fitting in a fide-box at 
aplay^ or dancing at an aflcmWy, without feeling 
love and joy in fprightly tumult about his heart. 
On the other hand, Formoja has a delicacy of 
fiiape^ and regularity of countenance, and yet 
poman of tafte will hefitate to pronounce herun- 
amiable. I will venture to aflert, that fhe is ne- 
ver toafted but by thofc, whofe intelleftuals are Tq 
poorly ftocked with ideas, that they never per* 
f eivc the vacuity in others. 

The fecret Quality, from which this difference 
fbiies, h^ been called by the French^ a Je-ne-Jccpj^, 
€uoi^ and the phrafe has been adopted in this counr 
try \ but it is fcrving the purpofes of good fenfe 
to explpde fo unpneaning a term. For my own 
part, I declafe rnyfclf of that fed of fpeculatifts 
who rej^lly belieye that women have fouls, aftd I 
am apt to imagine that the operation of this in- 
ward agent has no fmall influence upon the outward 
frame. A poet of eminence has fung, ** thepaf- 
fions in the features are." Thofe ladies, there- 
fore, who are ambitious to rppear lovely in the 
eyes of men, fliould fometimes fit to an intellec- 
tual mirrour, in order to fee their affeftions re- 
hefted to them ; by whicii means they will he 

en- 
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enabled to adjuft them, to harmonize them, to 
keep them in regular order; and, if I may fo fay, 
make them fit right. In my opinion, they fhould 
be as afllduous to fafhion themfelves in this point, 
as to apply the patch, to re-eftablifh adifordcr'd 
lock, to recall a draggling hair, to fettle the 
tucker, or compofe the mant, fincc taking care of ^ 
t^e movements of the mind, is alfo regulating the 
features. 

From this will naturally refult the next eflcn^ 
tial to beauty, the manner of talking agreeably, 
than which ^ccpmpliflimcnt nothing can fo much 
enliven the amiable fex. "We are ^leafed to fee a 
beautiful pair of lips in motion, when^every thing 
that comes from thefrl adminifters to the pleafures 
of converfation. The fpirits of the fair arc awaken- 
ed by theexercifeof their thinking faculties, and 
the eye beams with double luftre j the tongue con- 
firms, what the countenance had before indicated, 
that all within is chearful, gay, fpirited, and fen- 
fibiV. 'I he focne is frequently fhifted to our ima- 
gination ; we arc delighted to obferve the cele-rity, 
whirh diftinguifhcs itfelf in the operations of the 
female undtrfhinding. That quick fuccefHon of 
ideas, which they call up, amufcs with pleafing 
va:ie:y, while the bcaitics of the mind and face 
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tually exalt each other, and we ftand convinced of 
tUe Platonic tcnet^ that good and beautiful axe the 
fame. 

There are three things highly pernicious to the 
endearments of beauty, from which I muft abfg^ 
lutely intcrdift thofc, who are willing to become 
my pupils. The enemies to lovelinefs, which I here 
intend, are Gaming, Scandal, and Po; itics, furer 
deftroyers of every elegance and bldom, than a fpot- 
ted fever or the fmall-pox ; as chronical difcafes are 
more fatal to the conftitution, than a tranficory 
fit of an acute illncfs. 

With regard to the firft of thefe corrofivcs, I 
• leave it to the fair votaries of fortune to confider 
how the winning graces and the attraftive fmile 
fan irradiate the countenance, when the internal 
frame is difturbed. Anxiety and folicitude 
foon tranfpire into the face, and prey upon 
all it's charms. When the temper is difron- 
certed, poljtencfs and gopd-mann/srs are in dan- 
ger of being negle6ted, While every one is in- 
tent upon the afterr^game, which is the fafnion-r 
able term for that clafh of tongues, frequently 
heard in one loud din, as foon as the deal TiXlVktfi 
is out, is it probable that the fair can converfe in a 
manner fui table to the fofcnefs and elegance of 
their fcx ? 
Vol. \. C . S.Qc.}:da\ 
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Scandal always carries with it a dreadful efficacy 
to ruin a delicate face. It fprings from envy or 
malice, two paflions wholly repugnant to my 
rules for acquiring and prtferving beauty. They 
arc inveterate habits, the traces of which arc apt 
to wear themfelves into the complexion, inducing^ 
frowns, wrinkles, roughnefs, and a fettled appear- 
ance of iU-nature, of all things the moft una-r 
miable. 

Politics are alfo of pernicious influence, tending 
to inflame the ladies with party-rage; to caufe 
heats in the face, and to occafion thofe vibrations 
of the fan, thofe bitings of the lips, and fidgets on 
the chair, whi^h greatly difcompofe the wholeform. 
On this account I WQuld have my fair readers ab-. 
'ftain from parliamentary debates. And, though 
the intended JSaiuralization-Aa has engroflTed the 
thoughts of the whole nation, I think it enough 
for the ladies to have fccretly refolved not to 
marry a Jew. Without engaging too deeply in 
the controverfy, the fparkling croffes, which they 
wear upon their lovely bofoms, will be afufEcient 
indication of their principles, and will at once re- 
fieft a luftre upon the whitcnefs of their fkin, and 
the dflicacy of their fentiments. 

In what has been premifed, I would have it re- 
rnembered, that I do not mean to recommend a 

ftudied 
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ftudied fimper, or a reftlefs exertion of chit-chat. 
I would have both to be a natural efFufion, from 
the fources of good-nature and good-fenfe, which, 
I am- convinced, will Be found a more beautifying 
cream, than any cofmetic advertifcd in our newf-. 
pgpcrs. Initead, therefore, of lying-in for a new 
face, or ufingany other artifice, my precept to the 
ladies, is, Be good-humoured for a Com- 
plexion. I now give notice, that I fh^lJl carefully 
obferve, in all public places, what Jftdies repair .^ 
decayed vif^ge, gr add new graces to a Jblooming 
one, by thi$ ntrceipt, and that I fliall infert an exa<ft 
lift of the fame in the articles^ of news, v/hich I 
fliall ferve up ©ccafionally for the entertainment 
of my readers. 

TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

Bedford Coffi^e-houfe^ Q3. 26. 
On Saturii^ evening laft the Board of Criticifm 
met here, when Mr. Town opened the Critic a i< 
Seffions with the following fpeech. 
My Frier! ds end Critics ^ 
I am always pleafcd, in a particular manner, to 
embrace every opportunity of aflTcmbling you to- 
gether. To infufe a true fpirit of criticifm into 
the minds of my people, has been the invariable 
rule of my conduft. As I have no doubt of 
your chearful concurrence in fupport of thofe prin- 
ciple^, it IS with pleafure I novv meet you, ta 
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open the prefent feflions. Your debates, 1 pcr- 
fuade myfclf, will be carried on with fuch unani- 
mity offpkenj cavil, and malice, as cannot fail to 
render us the wonder of our counhymen. I have 
the pleafure to inform you, that the friendfhip, 
which has always fubfifted between my good 
friends and allies, the commentators of the States- 
General, is now fettled upon the moft foHd bafis ; 
{o that the ambitious views of the French Acaderm, 
who have always been aiming at univerfal criti- 
cifm, will in all human probability be fruftrated. 

Ccjitlemen of the City, 

I have ordered the proper eftimates to be laid 
before you, by which you will fee that Orgeat, Ca- 
pillaire, and Red Tea, are three-pence each glafs^ 
and I make no doubt of your compliance there- 
with for the fcrvice of the current year. 

My Friends and Critics, 

As affairs of the highcft moment will oblige me^ 
to vifit my friends in the country early in the 
fpring, I muft exhort you to a quick difpatch of the 
bufincfs that mi^y come before you, and to devife 
proper amendments to the laws now in force, 
againfl Poets, Players, and Managers. In thefe 
important objefts, you will alv/ays find from mc 
a chcarful concurrence. 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER III. 

# 

Saturday^ Nov. 4, 1752. 

^is novus hie noftris Juccejfit Jedihus hofpes ? 

^em Jeje ore ferens ? '- 

Virg: 

THE papers \^hich 1 have hitherto publlfhed, 
tverc chiefly intended to open nmy way to the 
publics as pioneer* are difpatched to clear the 
country for the main body of an army. The pre- 
fcnt lucubration is to be confidered in the fame 
light. I find, fince the commencement of the- 
Gra/s Inn Joftmaly that 1 have been the fubjeft of 
much con verfation in this metropolis : . the cri- 
tics, it feems, are bufy in their enquiries after the 
author. Does any body know him? Has he 
been long Upon t6wn ? Has he any thing in 
him ? What fort of a man is he ? Thefc arid 
many other queftions of the fame nature are the 
topics in circular meetings at coffee-houfes. 
At ftrft letting out I thought to evade an account 
t)f myfelf; Raving had always a ftrong antipathy to 
any thing that borders upon the ridiculous cha- 
raftcr of an ego till ; yet fuch is the prevalence of 
cuftom, that it is now become a tribute due from 
C 3 • every 
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every adventurer in this way. I ihall therefore 
wave the rcfolutions I had taken, and will at prc- 
fent gratify the reader's curibfitye 

I am of the fprightly family of the Rangers^ 
who have made a diftinguilhed figure, in this 
country, ever fince the reign of Charles II. My 
namefake in the play, whom many of my readers 
have often admired when perfonated by Mr. Gar- 
rick^ feems no bad reprefentative of the humour 
and difpofition, which have marked the predomi- 
nant character of the family of the Rangers. 
Though I do not at prefcnt afcend by ladders of 
ropes into honeft men's houfes, yet, under a few 
reftridions, I ftill bear fome fimilar habits of his 
roving temper. My education was at Eton^ where 
I imbibed my firrt tinfture of letters j though, to 
tell the truth, I was chiefly remarkable, at that 
place, for running out of bounds. I fcarce pafled 
over a week without paying a vifit to fFindfor. I 
was delighted in the caftle with the bold imagery 
which the touch of Verrio'^ pencil has poured forth 
to the eye. To fee the canvas every where glow- 
ing with mimic life, was pleafing to my young 
imigination. 

At length, with the charadler of a wild lad that 
had Latin and Greek enough, I was removed to thg 
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univerfity, where I maintained the fame reputation 
for five years. Whatever was the reafon of it, I 
never could adopt any party-principles. Thofir, 
whom Iperceived attached to pt^Judices oh feiiher 
fide, have always appeared to me in Verylu'ditrous 
colours. I have known a Jacobite drink himfelf 
X)ut of his health and fortune for the good of his 
country^ affd I have fcen a very worthy gentleman 
reduced to neceflity by fquandering his fubftance 
in ele6tions> to keep out the Pope, the Devil, and 
the French King. I believe there cannot be a 
fnore ridiculous charafter than that of a State 
^ixotey who having affairs of moment to himfelf 
and hrs family^ generoufly neglefts his own con- 
cernSj to take care of his country, which would in 
every particular thrive and flourifli full as well 
without fuch a patrioti 

In Ihort, 1 have no m.inner of tafte for politicks. 
The eieftion of the King of the Romans does not 
concern me, nor do I trouble myfelf about the 
window-tax, provided the prices at the play-houfe 
are not raifed upon us. As to a ftanding army, 
twenty *thoufand red- coats fhall give me no kind 
bf trouble^ while they plant no bruifers in the Pit 
to over-rule our decifions. Should any fuch at- 
tempts be made upon the birth-right privileges of 
an EngUjhmany I Ihall then be as warm a patriot as 
C 4 the 
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the bcft of them. Not even the freedom of botll 
houfes fhall buy me off. 1 have now lying by me 
feveral effays on hiftory, and the Brittjh form of 
government^ which in that cafe fliall fee the 
light. 

Thefe are the principles I have contrafted wit?h 
regard to matters of ftate. A^ to my perfon, I 
beg leave to be filent on that head, as I do not 
chufe to receive any propofals for marriage, which 
1 am told have been publickly folicited by a cer- 
tain daily writer. Thus much I will hint : I am 
now in the two and thirtieth year of my age, and, 
after having taken the tour of Europe^ Grafs-Inn 
is become, in Shakejpear\ language, tbejea mark of 
my utmoJlfaiL I have been regiftered according to the 
police inPariSy and like S\v Harry fl'^iUair in the play, 
have played at hot-cockles with an whole convent 
of Nuns in Ifaly. In fliort, I have gone through 
all the variety of manners and diverfions in each, 
different country, and now behold your beau up 
to the ears in ink. I look upon the gardens be- 
longing to this fociety to be the feat of the Mufes : 
here the great Bacen pafled his contemplative 
hours ; ai^d here, at an humble diPcance, the pre- 
fcnt writer purpofes to follow his fteps. 

Li''j7gefequerei (s? vejiigiafemper adore. 

Statilts. 
The 
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The day I do nbt take a turn in the poetic 
ground juft mentioned, 1 feel the moft aukward 
fenfations, and fancy to riiyfelf that I breathe with 
difficulty. This I muft own is an oddity in my 
temper, but habit has now confirmed it. How- 
ever, I Ihall make it fubfervient to the defign of 
this paper. It will afford me an opportunity of 
collefting materials for future lucubrations, and, 
among the number that frequent this plice, I 
Ihall be able fometimcs to glean a few charafter? 
for the amufement of my readers. Befides' this, I 
belong to a club of originalsj who meet once in 
.each month, at the Devil-Taveru, near Temple^ 
Bar. Every member of it is remarkable for fome 
peculiarity in his manners and way of thinking, 
not contrafted by an affefted imitation of others, 
but abfolutely inherent and native to each refpec- 
tive perfbn. I fhall take a proper opportunity to 
make the town acquainted with this fociety. It 
is probable that I may occafionally.bc able ta 
. derive from them materials, which, I truft, will 
not be difagreeable to the reader. 

I muft add to what has been faid, that I have 
from nature a very extraordinary talent, which as 
it will be of ufe hereafter, I will here explain. I 
have been remarkable from my infancy for a moft 
furprizing flcill in phyfiognomy, and have had, 
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from my greener years, the (harped difcernmcnc 
into thepaffions of men from the furVey of thein 
countenances. This faculty has grown up with 
me, and is now arrived to that degree of pene- 
tration, that i can, by infallible rules, read the 
thoughts of people. When a critic talks ofLon- 
ginus^ I caii often perceive, by the caft of hiseyey 
that he has never looked into him. In all decifions 
upon ftile, language, and authors, I can difco- 
•ver, with a glance, the fecret fprings of aftion 
and the latent prejudices lurking in the rhihd^ 
But of this more hereafter. 

Having thus f^ explained myfclf, I fhall coit- 
cludethis paperwithafewrefolutions which I have 
taken for the better eondudting this our Gray*S'Inn 
Journal 

Refolvedy That this author Ihall not be the tool 
of any party whatever. 

Refolvedy That he fiiall not, like the gay InfpeUori 
trifle with his readers over his tea^ oxwajhing hh [ 
tfandsy but that he fliall exert his bed endeavours 
for their entertainment. 

Refolvedy That he fhall always have fome vifi- 
ble fubjeft, and fome little regard to the order 
and propriety of his words. 

Refolvedy That the mottos Co be prefixed to tfiefe 
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cflays fhall not be taken at random out of the 
Gradus ad Pamajfum^ but that they be fckfted 
from fome good author, without bad Latifii falfc 
quantity, and bearing fome reference to the point 
in hand. 

Refohedy That no indecent liberties be taken 
with the charader of any perfon whatever. 

Refohedlaftlyj That this author will not indulge 
himfelf in any impertinent vanity about himfclf, 
his intrigues, orfuch like impertinences; but that 
he will, to the beft of his power, make good fenfc 
the rule of his writings, according to the maxim 
in Horace. 

Scribendi reSiefaf^re eft 6? principium^ i^fons. 

TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

Drury'Larte^ Nov. i. 
ThcSilenl fFoman,zcovncdyofBen Jobft/bn\ has 
been revived here this week. As a great deal of 
the humour in many fcenes of the play is, by the 
diftance of time, rendered quite obfolete, this 
piece, if continued, will be prefented to the de* 
light of the judicious, and aftonifhmcnt of the ig- 
norant ; and therefoi^e, according to what is ob- 
ferved in the Taleo/fheTub, it will be of general ad^ 
vantage ; for thoje^ who have tajfe ejtcugb to under- 
Jlandity will receive inftru^lkn from the matter \ and 
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tbqfe who have not, will ftare prodigioujfy : the beft 
thing in the world for the eyes. 

Covent-Gardetiy Nov, i. 
A certain eminent aftor has riot been able to 
perform fincc he had the misfortune of rumiing a 
pin into his hand, while he was tearing up the 
carpet^ in the dying fcene of RoMeo. In confc- 
J^uence of this accident, the Manager has agreed/ 
for foture contingericiesi to allow him pn-mon^: 
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NUMBER IV. 

Saturday y Nov. it, 1752. 

z yin me ludit amabalis 

Infanta ? audire 6? videorfios 

Err are per lucosy amcena 

^gs £5? aquajuheunt ^ aur^^ 

HOR. 

THE operations gf the human mind are at all 
times extremely fubtile. While we com- 
pound, yary, and aflbciate our ideas intq 
{different combinations, the workings of the foul 
are not attended to, and the traces they leave are 
fo delicate, that they are afterwards fcarcely to be 
perceived. I do not think this phasnomenon in 
the ideal world is at any time fo furprizing, as in 
thofe moments, when the faculties of bodily fcn- 
fation are lulled in fleep. The imagination 
calls forth her abftrafted train, and, free from the 
incumbrance of flelh, difports herfelf in the mod 
whimfical manner, forming with the wildefl: liber- 
ty what appearances, what fccnery, what imagery, 
and what reafoning Ihe thinks proper. The effect 
pf this fudden creation I experienced in a lively 
^egree the other night. As I am inclined ta 
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think that moft of my readers would be glad to 
enjoy the fame vifionary fcene, I (ball, inftead of 
a formal eflay, make my dream thefubjedl of this 
day's paper, 

I retired home to my chambers in a very poeti- 
cal mood. To gratify the prefcnf cpyrfe of my 
ideas, I took into my hand Virgil's C^orgic, which 
has always beep confidered by the critics, as the 
mpft perfc(5l poem, of the mod accompliflied poet. 
The delicacy of e^preflion, and every refined beau- 
ty in the turn of the ftjle, h^ye been finely treated . 
by th^ elegant Mr. Addijofi. For rpy part, I never 
look into it, but 1 perceive fome concealed ftroke 
which had before efcapcd me. But the enthufi- 
afm which animates the following paffage, ftruck 
me the other night in a manner which never hap-, 
pened to me before. 

Me quoque Parnajfi deferta pfr ardu(i dulcis 
Bjaptat amor\ juvat irejtigis^ qua nulla priorufni 

CaJlaHam mclli divertitur orkita clivQ. 

The fire and rapidity in thefirftline; and the rapture 
and air of infpiracion in the fucceeding one, miift 
warm any imagination, that has but the leaft 
fpark of fire. I could not help dwelling on it v/ith 
admiration J it opened to my mind a train of iiiia- 
ges which g'We rn^ the mofl exquifitc plcafure, 
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and made fuch an impreflion on my fpirits, that 
even in fleep they continued to flow in the fame 
traces. In this manner my waking thoughts were 
recalled to me with double delight, 

I thought of a fudden that I was hurried awajp 
to the realms of Parnajfus. I towered with rap- 
ture over the feveral clifl^s, which are frequent in 
thofe regions. The air, methought, feemed to 
be clearer than I had ever met with i the flcies were 
brightened into the pureft azure j the fun darted 
his genial rays all around, and different (Ireaks of 
light blending themfelves in fundry parts of the 
hcmifpl^ere ferved to diverfify the fcene. The 
country fmiled in vernal delight, covered with the 
moft chearful variety I had ever beheld. In one 
part was difplayed to view an ample lawn, ftretched 
to fuch a length, that the eye loft itfelf; on the 
other Ude prefentt*d themfelves meadows, gardens, 
and laurel groves, Hills there v/ere, whofe blue 
tops grew fine by degrees, and leflened to the 
fight amid the clouds. From one of thefe ilTued 
t'at Pierian fountain, which, divided into feveral 
rills, came tinkling down a fofc declivity, and at the 
bottom, afTcmbling into one general refervoir^ 
pxpanded themfelves into a pleafing furface, and 
foiiiied a river v.hich v/atered all rhc country round. 

Here 
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Here I fell into that ftate of mind, which is fo ex- 
cellently defcribed in the PUafures of Imagination^ 

Then the inescpTeffive Jlrain 

Biffufes it: en(;hantmeni i fancy dreams 
Of f acred fountains y and Ely ^im groves. 
And vales of blijs \ the i)iielle£lualfo'w'r 
Bends from bis awful throne a liji'ning ear. 
And /miles i the pajftons gently footh'd a^way 
Sink to divine repo/cy and love and joy 
Alone are waking j love andjoyjerene 
As airs that fan tbefummer. 

\ felt the mod ardent ambition to gain the fum^ 
mit of the hill. It was in feveraj places fo deep, 
that I believe I (hould never have reached it, if 
Apollo had not been favourable to the humble 
prayer which I preferred. I did not build my fup- 
plication upon any merit in the literary world, but, 
humbly prefumed upon the delight which I always 
took in works of genius. In Apollo's eye, the 
pext thing to a good author^ is a juft taft^ and 
relifli for the beauties of fine writing. 1 was ftruck 
with reverential awe at the fight of the god of wit. 
A ftrain of melody filled my ears. I fell on my 
knees, and worfliipped the nine harmonious maids 
who caufcd fuch divine enchantment. They be- 
f.eld each other with an air of mutual aftctfiion 
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and complacence; their eyes were bright with 
meaning, and I thought that, in delicacy of Ihape 
and feature, they had a near refemblance to two 
ladies known to the world hy the iiame of the Hi- 
bernian Beauties. 

After paying the ofFerings of adoration, I with- 
drew from the prefence of the deities, and went 
round the place, in order to view the country 
more particularly. The greateft part of thefe re- 
gions is portioned out hy Jpollo into different te- 
nures, fome of them conveyed to the perfon for 
ever, others for life, and many for a (horter dura- 
tion. There are manfion-houfes built on many 
of thefe eftates, and the great genius's, who have 
xnade a figure in the world, have here fixed their 
.refidence* 

The ancients feemcd to have the largefl: pofief- 
fions. Their grounds were laid out, not, in- 
deed, with the trim neatnefs of modern art, but 
a bold and mafterly imitation of that wild variety, 
which we perceive in the landfkips of Nature. 
Every eflate belonging to the firfl: and ancient 
pofrefTors prefented a fcene of true rural beauty, 
fuchas is defcribed in the Georgicks of Virgil, 
without any of thit ftudied nicety, which looks fa 
jTiinute in the garden? of Rapin. Homer was 
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the firft, who caught the fccret art, with which 
Nature forms her plans in feeming diforder, witl^ • 
^11 thofe intricacies, that puzzle and perplex the 
profpeft, while they are preparing unexpcftcd 
iopenings, to heighten pleafuj-e by furprize, anc^ 
convince us that what at firft appeared to be Con- 
fufion is the moft artful! regularity, Game-Laws 
are not known in Parnaflus, You may go upon; 
what lands you pleafe, and what you ftart, you. 
may hunt down, without being deemed a tref^ 
pafler; but it is expefted of every fportfman that 
he Ihall fairly acknowledge the perfon, to whom 
he is under an obligation. He, who attempts to 
conceal where he firft fouti^d, is confidered as a 
rnere poacher ^ who wants to vend what; he has 
gained furreptitioufly from his neighbours. Ther^ 
are ntixh^x Jieel-traps nor fpring- guns to deter you 
from entering the fineft nurferics, or the moft 
beautiful] gardens. You may take in an opea 
^nanner, what flips you pleafe to graft upon yoi r. 
own ftock, and you may tranfplant at pleafure, 
without any injury to the firft polTeflbr, provided 
it be feen that you remove to a proper foilj and 
have fkill to encourage the growth with new luxu- 
riance. The ancient Patriarchs of Poetry are 
generous, as they are rich : a great part of their pof^ 
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feflions is let on leafe to the moderns. Drydeity 
bcfides his own hereditary eftate, had taken a 
Jarge fcope of ground from Virgil. Mr. Pope held 
iy copy near half of Homer's rent-roll. Mr. Dry-- 
den fpent moft of his time in writing Prefaces and 
Dedications to the great men of Parnajfus : Mr. 
Pope was retired to his own houfe, on the banks 
of the river already mentioned. His grounds 
were laid out in the moft exquifite tafte. Where 
the foil did not yield fpontaneoufly, he affifted 
with hot-beds. The culture of his lands and gar- 
dens had been for a long time his chief delight : 
but he was now of a more ferious and moral caft. 
Of late his principal care was to embellifh a 
Temple of Virtue and Happinefs, which he had 
raifcd in the middle of his garden. 

^bere his retreat the heft companions grace ^ 
Chiefs out of war ^ and Jiatefmen out of place, 

Jn company with thefe celebrated perfonages he 
maintained his own eafe and dignity. His foul 
glowed within him, when fitting with j9^//;;^^r^^^ 
and Wyndkamy but he feemed to receive a more 
near delight from Gay^ Parn^ll, and Arbuthnot. 

The great Shakefpeare fat upon a cliff, looking 
abroad through all creation. His pofleflions 
were very near as extenfive as Homer's^ but, in 
fqme places, had not received fufficient culture, 
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But even there fpontaneous flowers (hot up, and 
in the unweeded garden^ which grows to feedy you 
might cull lavender, myrtle, and wild thyme. 
Craggy rocks, hills, and dales, the woodland and 
open country, ftruck the eye with wild variety* 
Over our heads rolled thujider, deep and awful. 
The lightning's fla(h darted athwart the folema 
fcene, while on the blafted heath, witches, elves, 
and fairies, with ^heir own ^cen Maby played in 
frolick gambol. Mean time the immortal bard 
fat with his nes in a fine phrenzy rollings and wri- 
ters both in the tragic and comic ftilc were ga- 
thered round him. Arijlotle feemed to lament 
that Shake/pear had not ftudied his Art of Poetry,, 
hut Longinus admired him to a aegree pf enthu- 
fiafm. Otway^ Rowe, and Congreve had him con- 
ilantly in their eye. Even Milton was looking for 
flowers to tranfplant into his ownParadifc. 

I was called ofi^ from furveying the pofieflions 
of this father of the BritilTi drama, by repeated 
peals of laughter, which refounded from an adja- 
cent grove. This, I foon perceived, was occa- 
fioned by the irrefiRible humour o( Luciany Cer- 
vantes ^ and *S'tt'//?. At feme diflancc from them, 
Rabelais threw himfelf into a thoufand antick at- 
tirucles, and brought together the moft ludicrous 
afilnnblage of ideas, with all the fprighrjy frolick 
cf his wild imagination. 

Sir 
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Sir Ricbar J SUele fiKcd his refidence under Mr* 
AddifotCs roof. Addifon read to him feveral beau- 
tifull vifions, and a number of eflays, that tended 
at once to harmonize the imagination, and trans- 
fer to the heart a correfponding order, grace, and 
regularity. Addifon^ however^ was obferved fre- 
quently to retire to hiis ftudy, not without fome 
vifiblc appearances of difcontent. In thofe mo- 
ments heerriployed himfelfin tranflating the firft 
book of Homer's Iliad. Willing^ bowtvery as 
he was to wound^ he was afraid o(Jiriking the blow. 
He engaged his friend Tickell to take upon 
himfelf the invidious talk j but both had the 
mortification of feeing fo much well-prepared 
hialice entirely mifs its aim* Philips begged to 
be aflliled in his tranflatibn of the Distressed 
Mother; Addison compliedj and writ anEpi- 
logue> of Which (for rcafons bed known to him- 
felf) he dclired Budoell to avow himfelf the au- 
thor. I faw a perfon delivet' to Mr. Addison fe- 
Vcral of the periodical cflkys, which have lately 
been fent abroad into the world, among which> 
methought, I faw a paper entitled the Grafs-Inn 
Journal, when ♦ ♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦« 

The effed this had upon me was fuch, that my 
Vifion was immediately diflipated, and I waked 
in the moft pleafing ferenity of mind. 
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N U M B E R V. 

v' 

Saturday J Nov. i8, 1752.- 

A Spargere voces 

In vulgum ambiguns^ ^ quarter e confcius anna, 

ViRG. 

1FIND myfelf obliged to poftpone tJie effay V 
intended for this day, by an occurrence, of 
which I think it incumbent upon mt to take fon>e 
rwjtice. I did not imagine, before this incident,, 
that a cold, triflings frothy writer could have 
drawn fo much, from me y but in- the defence of 
truth, juftice^ and good fenfe, I cannot controuL 
myfelf from taking his late arguments intoconfi- 
deration. \% he has thought proper to record a. 
faft, I will in my turn begin with one, which^ I 
have no doubt, will appear not a little extraordl.> 
nary to thofe, wha have acquired a^relilh for the 
beauties of the drama, and wi(la (for the credit of 
a civilized people) to fee a juft and due decorum, 
in all our public exhibitions. 

By thefe prefents then be it known unto pofte- 
rity, that in the year one thoufand (even hundred 
and fifty -two, there really did cxift a dally writer^ 
who arrogated to himfclfthe t\t\Q o^ Li/pe^or Ge- 
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ieral of Great Britain i that under this pompous 
appellation he took upon him to prefcribe fafhioni 
to the ladies, and wire-wigs to the gentlemen; 
ititrigues to rakes, and tafte to pretty fellows ; 
that he peftered the town with diflertations on fof- 
fils, minerals, and infefts^ that never exifted but 
in his own imagination; from thence (embol- 
dened by a kind of negative applaufe, that of 
being endured) he rofe a degree higher, ahd, at i 
time when our threatrical entertainments were 
linder the jiiftcft regulation, did his endeavours to 
fow the feeds of difcontent in the minds of the au- 
dience, to foment divifions among them, and, con- 
trary to all law, to raife a riot at the Theatre 
Royal in Drury Lane, in a public paper abfurdly 
encouraging the l^ucks and Hoods of the Tentple 
and other places to throw the Tconces and 
benches on the ftage. 

It is hard to imagine to one's felf the ideas that 
will occur to pofterity upon perufal of this moft 
6xtraord!:ijry paflage : they will, I am afraid, be- 
lieve their aliceftors at this period relapfing into 
the antient barbarity of the firft inhabitants of thi^ 
illand. I have examined the Index to the SpeSla^ 
tbry to the Tatlery and Guardian^ for the words riot, 
benches, and Jconces, but I cannot find any thing of 
the kind recommended under any of thofe heads, 
D 4 nor 
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nor do I believe fuch an outrage to common fcnfe 
was ever offered in any civilized nation. The authors 
ofthe immortal performancesjuftmentioned endea- 
voured to chcrilh good-humour, good-nature, focial 
harmony, and good-manners. Theatrical merit ia 
their time was promoted to the greateft elegance. 
Every thing that carried with it the lead tinfturc 
of a vitiated tafte, was by them attacked with the 
mofl mafterly ftrokes. But this eflayift would 
turn the tables upon thefe approved geniofes, and> 
by extinguifliing all Iparks of emulation, deftroy 
the only means of heightening our public enter- 
tainments, and eftablifhing feofe and refinement 
among us. 

As I generally like to trace things to their 
fource, 1 have been confidering what could be the 
motives that induced his InfpeSlGrJhip to this pro- 
ceeding. Having canvaffcd the matter, I fancy I 
may take upon me to fay that I have difco- 
vered the latent caufe. This prodigy of genius, 
this florid, witty, elegant, fenfible, unexhaufted 
Infpe£lory owed the firfl: dawnings of his immode- 
rate fame (I blufii to tell it) to a pantomime en^ 
tertainment. And fhall he, whofc monfler- breed- 
ing brain fpawn'd Orpheus and Eiirydicey in whofc 
head 

Hell rife s^ hcav*n Jcficndsy and dan: c on earth 
Qihy impSy and monften^ mufic^ ^oge^ and viirthy 

d firsy 
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A fire ^ a jig J a battle^ and a hall^ 

^Till one wide confiagrdtion /wallows all. 

Pope.' 

Shall he look tamely ori, and fee hi^ favourite' 
monfters expofed to ridicule ? May he not have 
fome wild produdlion dill in ftore ? Such a ge- 
nius can never have done. Hence all that la- 
boured impotence of animadverfion, which he has 
thrown out in two different papersv 

But to be a little more ferious. It is certain, 
that two contending theatres haVc always in- 
dulged themfelves in ftrokes of plcafantry upon 
each other. The Impromptu of Motiere was a 
banter upon a rival houfe in fo polite a place as' 
Paris, and a recent inftance will evince, that Mr, 
Rich has no averfion to the praftice. * It is noto- 
rious that a few winters fince he engaged a perfojti,' 
whofe abilities confift folely in mimickry, publicly 
to burlefque,as far as in him lay, Mr. Garricky as ai 
man, an aftor, and a manager. He has always . 
given oblique allufions whenever they carne in his 
way, and nothing has efcaped him from the coro- 
nation in Harry the Fourth, down to the ballad ia 
Har/eqiiin Ranger, 

And fhall not the manager of the other houli 
have leave to amufe the town in his turn ? It is ac- 

know- 
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knowlcdgcd by thie writer who Has dccafioned my 
taking the peri in hand, that the objells are well 
dijpjed\ there is humour in the management of them ^ 
i^nd there is merit in the Jong that explains the defign 
tf their introduElion \ what is more ^ there is jujlicey 
for thefubjiSl is worthy ridicule. In faying this he 
advances nothing but the truth, but when he 
adds, where is the mcdejly of arraigning the tafie of 
an audience^ to an audience ? And again, // is unjufti- 
fiabky it is cruel y it is not to be fupforted: In the 
name of common fcnfe, what would he be at ? 
Firft, there is merit in it, then it is not to ht 
juftifiedj there is humour in it, then it is not to 
be fupported; there is juftice in it, and the next 
moment it is cruel. For Heaven's fake, Mr. In- 
JpeSlcr^ learn to be a little confiftent, and don't 
thus trifle witii our underftandings. 

"When a man will write in this fluiffling manner'y 
blowing hot and cold, faying and unfaying; when 
an author, who pretends to inftru<2, will run off 
from the point, in a fnip-fnap ftile, with pert 
queftion and anfv/er,- down a whole column of his 
paper, it is nor eligible to follow him further. 
Let his meandring brifknefs run what riots it will 
for the future, I fhall draw the whole argument 
to a point, and then have done withconiroverfy.- 

Nothing, in my apprchenfion, fliews the tem- 
per 
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^r of this nation, more than the ferment their 
minds are thrown into by little divifions of this 
nature^ A real, or a mock monarch, a minifter 
of ftate, or a manager of a theatre, muft eternally 
embarrafs their thoughts. Every thing muft be a 
party; bufmefs. But furely, while our liberties re- 
main inviolate, men of fenfe (hould know no party^ 
but a party of pleafure. All differences betwixt- 
tweedU-dum and tweedle-dee (hould be fubfervient 
to their merriment. The field of humour is open 
to both play houfes, and if, without animofity, 
they v/ill cull from thence, the refult muft be^ 
that the public v/ill receive more entertainment 
from a fpirited emulation than from an inaftive 
ftate. This is the cafe among the French to this 
day. They who weep one night at a tragedy of 
geniusy are fure to laugh at the fame piece, the 
evening following, at the Italian comedy. If this 
liberty be taken with the nobleft produftions of 
the human mind, why fo much tendernefs for what 
is really ridiculous and unfit for the ftage ? The- 
Dramatis Per/on^ expofed to derifion, on a late 
occafion, are, if I am not miftaken, a lycn^ 2l bear, 
z, cat, a dog J z monkey, z Jerpent, and an ojiricbi 
an admirable company of comedians truly ! but 
are they fuch refpedlable perfonages, as to claim 
an exemption from the lafli of ridicule ? Ay, but 
poor Rich! poor Rich! if by that pathetic exclama- 
tion 
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tion is meant that he is an objeft of confipaflion, t 
own I have always thought hinn fuch, and do froni 
my heart moft fmcerely pity him. If, howeveri 
through a depravity of tafte, or debility of mind, 
he has no relifli for the fublimcr compofitions of 
a theatre^ let us not, like EgypHans^ worfhip fcr- 
pcnts, dogsj and mdnkeys; on the contrary, let 
bs by thfe afliftance of the politer arts efface all 
traces of barbarifm> taking care to preferve in all 
our public exhibitions, a manly affedion for the 
taufe of dramatic poetry, of genius, and of Shaken 
fpear. 

TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

Bedford Coffte-houfe^ Nov, 15; 
The Board of Criticifm met here laft nighty 
when the prefent party-divifions concerning the 
theatres became the topic of debate: It was by 
fome aflerted that Mr. G/7rr/Vit has made an un- 
warrantable attack upon Ricb'% animal comedians. 
One of thefe choice fpirits affured the company 
that he really believed, if this tranfadion had not 
deterred the Covent-Garden Manager^ he would. 
Ihor^ have exhibited the Ornuto Savage^ and the 
Panther Mare. The lofs of this ingenious and e- 
legant entertainment he entirely imputed to the 
Managers of Drury-Lane, In anfwer to this a gen - 

tlemao 
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Ueman of tafte laid before the board the following^ 
copy of verfea, which have pccafioned much cri-t 
^icifm* 

The TREATY BROKE; 

4 r J L E. 

WHEN Imh ( who long had quarreird with 
dame Nature,) 
Had fiird the ftage with every monftrous creature, 
And held poor reafon at defiance. 
At laft (fo whim or fati? ordain'd. 
As fenfe and folly often make alliance,) 

He by fome meaps a peace obtain'4. 
It was with Drury's patent-chief agreed. 
Each other to fupport in cafe of need. 
But Harlequin^ train'd up to tricks. 
Well knew, in modern politics. 
Treaties are made for int'reft fake. 
As times (hall ferve to hold or break. 
So, fpite of the convention made. 
He carried on clandeftine trade; 
And this day one, and next another. 
Still gain'dfomefubjeft from his brother, 
When little David ftreight appeared* 

Like him who did the giant flay, 

Jiis batt'ry 'gainll the monfters rear'd. 

And led them all in chains away. 
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At this the keeper ftamp'd and cry'd. 
And louder than his lion roar'd. 
To have his creatures all reftor'd. 
When thus a ftander-by reply'd: 
^ ^^ Retaliation is fair play, 

" By right and reafon's rules i 
^* Your monfters he has got, you fay, 
(' But then you've got his fools,^ 

Povent-GarddHy Nov. i8- 
The tragedy of Jane Shore has been prefented 
here this week. Mrs. C/^^^ exerted thofe powers, 
which have juftly procured }ier the reputatipn of 
a gr^at aftrefs. In the mad fcene, the expreflion 
in her countenance, and the inefiftible magic of 
her voice, thrilled to the very foul of the wimple 
audience. The entertainments of the eyening con- 
cluded with the furprizingphasnqmenon of rope- 
dancing. 
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NUMBER VI. 

Saturday^ Nov. 25, i752« * 

Crtne ruber ^ niger ore^ hrevls pede^ lufnine lafus^ 
Remmagnamprajias^ ZoUe^ J} hopus ^4. 

Martiai,, 

IN a former paper, in which I gave fome ac- 
count of myfelf, I was not in jefl when I told 
my readers, that from a natural fagacity of fight, 
improved by experience and ftudy, I had made a 
furprizing proflciency in the art of phyfiognomy. 
Among my private acquaintance I have acquired 
fuch a reputation in this way, that 1 have known 
many ladies,, who would no more dare to come 
into my company, than the young romp, in Swiff s 
Vlfion, \yould venture to ftroke theparifh lion, af- 
ter fhe had play'd at hide and hoop with Jackey in' 
the garret. Notwithftanding this, I am fcnfible, 
the majority of mankind at this day treat this art as 
a mere exploded impofture, like aftrology and pal- 
^pifrry, impofed upon the credulous in dark and 
ignorant ages. With them a phyfiognomift and a! 
conjurer meet with the fame degree of rcfpeft anJ 
credit. But this objcclion, I believe, will quickly 
vanifh, when Vve come to confider the principles 
gnd foundation en which the art is cftabliflied. I 

might 
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ttiight here aptly bring in the ftory of Socrates 
and the PhyGognomift, but it is known to every 
body; befidcs, reafon alone, and ;iot authority, i^ 
ivhat I proceed upon. 

The great and almoft incredible wonder of thi^ 
talent, confifts in being able to difcover the paf- 
fions, virtues and affeftions, even at the very 
time that they are dormant in the breaft i fo as to 
point out a knaviCh citizen at his prayers; to know 
a cut-throat, tho' he fmiles j or a fellow that ha;? 
a defign upon your fob, though he turns his head 
another way with an afFefted vacancy of face ; tQ 
mark the man whofe mouth is open only to hav^ 
it ftop'd with a bribe, while he is declaiming 
againft corruption ; or to deteft the niggard han4 
of a mifer in the very aft of feeming generofity and 
munificence. Yet all this and more may be doncj 
and how it may be done, I will here in part ex- 
plain. I mull however, beg to be excufed, if I 
do not reveal fome fecrets of this 4^canum. 

Every paffion, every virtue, and their feveral 
modes, mixtures and combinations^ which fiibfift 
in the human breaft, have a correfpondent fet of 
mufcles in the face, or (if the Anatomifts will not 
allow this) they at leaft operate differently, upon 
^e fame fet of mufcle§. When any afFedlion is 

maftcr 
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mailer of the temper, the fpirits are thrown into 
motion, and this regularly produces a certain con* 
figuration of features^ which is commonly knowa 
to us by the name of expreffion. The painters and 
ftatuaries can attdft the faft. To thiis fecrtt they 
owe the very foul of their art. By dtoferving the 
cxaft ihapcj that each different paffion of the 
mind gives the feveral mufclcs of the face, and by 
copying the lime upon a lifelefs fubjcft, it pro- 
duces that agreeable deception, which makes us 
imagine that this difpofition of features is an cfFeft 
of motion, communicated from a thinking mind 
within, when it is only the refult of their fkiU in 
the art of imitatioh. The ^ood player goes an- 
other way to work : he excites in himfelf the in- 
ward motions, which we call feeling, and then the 
outward efftd upon the countenance naturally 
ibllows. 

The anatomifts ^vill* further inform us,' that 
every mufcle of the human body collefts flrength, 
and expands itfelf into larger dimenfions, by con- 
tinual exercife and ufe ; a^ the legs of chairmen 
and others who are ufed to carry burthens, from 
the fame caufc> fwell to an uncommon thicknefs. 
It follows, that the correfpondent mufcles of the 
face, which exprefs any ruling paflion of the 
mind, being more frequently exerted, grow out of 

Vol. V. E pro- 
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proportion, wd become conflHcuous abcJvc the reff . 
.,HtnCe:the face contracts an habitual air, marking^ 
the features with fomc pcciriiar caft of charadrer, 
whi^h i^ legible at oae glance of the eye. Any 
bbdy can diftinguiih a mifcr, a coxcomb, a icacher> 
or a glutton, in every circurriftaiice of life. 

I know fome well-meaning people may be 
fhocked at the thoughts of indulging ourfclves iiv 
the prafticc of forming opinions of mankind by 
their looks. This proceeds from a charitable con- 
fideration, that as we make not <xir own faces, we 
fhould not be accountable for them ; but they 
who think Tn this way take no care to diftiiiguifli 
the good facCy the ingenuus vuUus of the antients, 
that which Cicero fays is the bcft letter of recom- 
mendation a man can carry abow him, from the 
handfomej the mere formation of inaftive features, 
and glofs of complexion. The latter is the gift 
of nature alone, and is that which the philofophers 
of all ages have perfuaded us is of no inCrinfic 
value ; but the former, which we underftand when 
we f^iy, fuch a face is not handibme, but is ex- 
'tremely agretaUcy is in every man's power to ac- 
quire ; not by ftudying to put on a formal fimper, 
or fmiling complacency before the glafs, but by 
reftifying the mind, and furnilhing it with noble,, 
generous, and virtuous fcntiments. A juft way cf 

thinking 
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thinking trawsfufcs itfclf into the. features, com- 
manding, ^y a iecret kind of fafcinadon, the 
eftcem of eviery judicious beholder. I ttcver 
knew a ftrongcr ihftance of this than in the face of 
a certain nobleman, who, to a vulgar eye, might 
appear to have dn unpleafing aflTemblage of dif- 
J)rQportibn and irrejgularity, 

I have bbferved a ceitaih attorney in Weftminfier 
HalU who, i think, has one of the kandfomeft{^t% 
I ever faw i and yet, through the luftre of his 
tye, the regularity of his features^ and bloom of 
his complexion, I could read fuch a fettled habix 
bf the moft coAtrafted cunning, fo many deter- 
mined purpoles of fraiidi that 1 proteft I could 
hot be dafy M^hile the fellow ftood within arms- 
length of my pockets; Yetj to my aftonifhment, 
\«pon inquiry^ I learned that fcvera! great families 
had intruded this man with their moft important 
affairs. 

Eugenio is neither happy in his. face nor perfon. 
At the time Wheh he Ihould have learned to dance, 
Kc was unfortunately employed in forming his mind 
tipon the model of the antients. Hence he con- 
itrafked an uncouth air, a college look, and an 
aukward deportment i yet, through all thcfe dif- 
advantages, and a cloud of unc^ify circumftances 
E Q. the 
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the judicious eye can difcovcr a foul within, ca- 
pable of difplaying the divim attribtUes of bis God, 
with i fubUmity inferior to nothing but the fub- 
ject. 

On the other hand, caft your eye upon Florio. 
Florio is a man of gaiety and plaufiWe addrefs. 
There arc fome whom he hath perfuaded to think 
him one of the prettieft writers of the prefent age: 
By his dexterity in the art of plagiarifm, he paffes 
upon the crowd for a man of fome learning : And 
I have heard him fay, that the ladies think him a 
man of gallantry, and a wit. No body is more 
perfectly fatisficd with himfelf than Florio : he writes 
with the utmoft facility, without any manner of 
fubjcft, and this he thinks is ftile, fimplicity, and 
cafe. Upon the whole, one might be fo far de- 
ceived at firft fight, as to think Florio a pretty fel- 
low. Yet look at his countenance, can any thing 
be more vifible than the furniture within ? A con- 
fufedaffemblage of vanity, arrogance, cowardice, 
dulnefs, ignorance, and conceit. Florio generally 
wears a gleam of chcarfulnefs on his face; yet it is 
vifible that this is all forced. Through the falfc 
appearance, Florio has an uncafy difconcerted tem- 
per. 

The mortification in Sordido'% leg had like to 

have 
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have gone too far, before he could prevail upon 
himfelf to be at the expence of cutting it ofF. I 
attended him at the time of the operation. To 
the furprize of every one, he bore it with wonder- 
ful patiencej but whije others were admiring his 
amazing refolution, I could plainly perceive by 
his looks, lYiztSor dido's compofure proceeded from 
the confoling thought, that he fhould hereafter 
lave juft half his expence in the article of (hoes. 

I could point out a certain reverend gentleman, 
who wears the moft plaufible appearance of humi- 
lity, fan6Hty, and grace. Aflc him familarly how 
he does ? With a folemn, thankfgiving voice, 
and the white of his eyes turned up with pious 
gratitude to Heaven, he blefles his God he is 
very well. Yet view his (hining, jolly counte- 
nance with the fmalleft degree of attention, and 
through this gauze of hypocrify, you. plainly dif- 
cover a horrid groupe behind, compofed of pridc^ 
gluttony, cruelty, andluft. Yet, notwithftand- 
ing this, he will rife in his profelfion, for he car\ 
cringe and flatter with the beft, 

Prudija is regular at her devotions; (he goes 
twice a day to church ; Jhe conftantly has her foot- 
man to carry her prayer- book; yet I could ob- 
ferve at ayifit the ether day, that in fome of her 
E 3 walks^ 
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walks, there had becH mere famiKarity between 
her and this fame footman^ who then h^ded the 
tea-equipage^ than was altogether coafonant to. 
the character fhe chufca tq aflbme* 

The unhappy Califta^ through the perfidy of 
the man upon whom (he once placed her afFe<Elions,^ 
and fome family misfortunes that followed after,^ 
is now obliged to endure the embraces of a certain 
libertine, who has nothing to recommend him but 
his riches : yet in Cdifta\ Ibul> I can read the la- 
tent traces of chaftity, humility, and love, blend- 
ed with a tendernefs of diftrels, that fbmetimes. 
flows into her t:jt%y and adds fuch a Eneltiog fbft^ 
nefs to her native beauty, as nothing that is hu- 
man can avoid being affedbed with. Yet to a vul- 
gar eye,, the unfortunate Calijla appears no bet- 
ter than the common tribe of proftitutes. 

Not to produce further inftances, I can fee fo 
clearly into the characters and ciifpofitions of man- 
kind, that if fome folks, whofc names I could 
mention, do not fhortly mend their manners, I 
will take a general tour through the cities ofLon- 
den and Wejlmirifter^ and unmaflc every fmooth- 
faced villain that I meet. In the mean time, if a 
certain gentleman, who generally wears a laced 

frock. 
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frac^, a k?g']Kig> ^n^ a long fvyord, do^s not lay 
afide his projedt .-pf f^cjrificing to a fct of flia?:pcrs, 
with j^rhom b? if ,t^ gpibdf% ^;gf)od-nafured 
ywag oabJe;3[)M,.jybfl:to,Qk AlHl^g;«) him for his 
hoflejjy^ 1 1^ (m(MD^ lAt his lordfliip know the 
whoJ^ ^faif . Auji jf a qej^ain lady of diftinftion, 
who, by a fide glance laft Monday in the Mall^ 
difcovered what intimate familiaritiejs had pafled 
the evening before between her and a certain cox- 
<:onib in a red coat, does not inftantly break ofT 
all further commerce with him, I mud immedi- 
ately inform her hufbandj for I cannot any lon- 
ger bear to fee a man of fenfe and merit hurt in 
his honour. 1 muft further inform the unfortn- 
;iate lady, that from a fymptom in her paramour's 
^ce, I can plainly forelee, he intends to make 
himfelf much happier this night, than ever he was 
in her embraces, among half a dozen of his com- 
panions, at the expence of her reputation and ho- 
lio^ir. 

TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

Bedford Coffce-houfe^ Nov. 21. 

The following lines are to be placed under a fo- 
lio copper-plate of the lufpe^cry to be prefixed to 
liis Natural Hiftory. 

V' 4 Three 
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Three great wife men^ in the fame iEra boni% 
£rifamna*s happy ifland did adorn ? 
HenU)^ in cure of fouls difplay'd his 9dU, 
Rock fhone in phyfic, and in both John ISU^ 
The (wet of Nature could no further go> 
To make a third fhe joined the fomier twQ« 



^1 
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NUMBER VII. 

Saturday J Dec. 2, 1752. « 
— — — yllea quanda 



Hos animos ? 



Juv. 

IW A S fitting the other morning in my ftudy, 
intent upon the plan of fome future e£Giy, 
when a fcrvant from a lady, whom 1 have had the 
honour crf^knowing for a confiderable ti me, broke 
in upon all my fine concerted fchemes. After 
making two or three fcrapes, he informed me, 
that he had direftions to wait ppon me with a 
card, which I think proper to tranfcribe, as I 
look upon it to be a modern way of writing, of 
which the ancients had not the leaft idea. 

*5 Lady Temce's compliments to Mr. Ranger % 
hopes he took no cold at the play the other night, 
begs the favour of hj^ company to a r out on fFed- 
tie/day next, {^ady fenace propofes to keep her 
day, for the remainder of the winter feafon, on 
Wednejdayy (hall be glad of Mr. Ranger\ cpmpany 
fis often as poflible." 

Grofvengr Square^ Tuefday Morn. 

This way of defiring a man's company ^ wl^pre he 

is 
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he is not to fpeak five words, has in it fomething 
extraordinary. Though I am not fond of fafhio^ 
nable vices, yet I could never prevail upon my- 
fclf to renounce a thing fo eflfential in the polite 
world, z'& card-playing is at prcfcnt. I. returned 
for anfwer, that I fhquld dp myfelf die pleafure 
of waiting upon her ladyfliip. It is not enough 
at prcfent for a man to know the world, to fee into 
the humours of different people, prtuldifizowar i' 
lively vein of thinlcing upon all copicsf thai laffei: 
in converfation : unfcfs yoiv haw il earned ioiflfe 
yt>ur money gracefully, thefe accom^ft^uiiaac^ 
pafs for nothing : wherever you uilVj y«« snna^ 
tl^ng but lumber. Mr. Relief ont 4ieKer ^^wnts WA| 
he has niany amiable qualities, but lUst being %. 
card-player, wfaeneyer heentersa rooion^ the^adlf 
of the houfe is fure to receive him, without flbir-r 
ring out of the languid pofture in which indolence 
had compofcd her. " Mr. Mellefonty' fays (lie, 
^ith her eyes fwimming between fleep and wake 
rOiind the room, " pray fit down. Sir; one is fo 
*^ — 7I don'tknov/howtodefcribeit in thishotwea- 
'* then'* — Let Mr. Hazard with his midnight 
face make his appearance; her heart dances at the' 
fight of him; the bell rings for the card-table, 
and the houfe is in an uproar in ixn inftant. 

That I may not pafs for lumber an^ong the la- 
dies, 
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dies, I have perufed with fome attention l^^p 
Hoyle^s very judicious and elegant book on the 
ganie of JVhiJi. 1 CJ^n now return my partner'^ 
fuit, lead tliroqgh the honour, fnejfc, and fomc- 
f imes contrive to bring about an agreeabley^^^yiwcF. 
With this profound knowledge I was p.undual to 
piy engagement, and, that I might fee the whole 
ceremony of the proceedi^ig, tqok care to be 
pretty early in my vifit* 

My lady 7'enace is a woman of perfect goodir 
breeding, with a very happy flow of fpirit^^ H«r 
capacity is, perhaps, as extenfive as that of «nfr 
of h^r {ex-, but from a confrant habit of ajttej^ding 
to nothing but the odd trick, flie has not laidi'p 
fo large a ftore of ideas, as fhe might have done 
by a proper improvement of her iinderflamjii^, 
Thofe ideas which (he is pofiefled of, are in aeon- 
ftant rotation. She neyep dwells long upon any 
fubje6t, but is always fure tq fay fomethinglivcIjF 
upoiii every thing that offers. Her ladyfhip be-r 
gan to rally- me with a deal of plcafaqtry upon the 
charafterofa public writer, when, as /ipollo vJoul(i 
have it, a loud rap at the door fliook the whole 
houfe. I have ofcen v/vondered at this ftrange din, 
with which, even though the entry (lands wide 
open, our cars are always ftiinncd upon thefe oc- 
pafiqns. As -the company comes to a roufy it is 

pofTible 
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poflible this may make' part of the ceremony. 
There may be an additional pleafure in alarming 
a whole neighbourhood. I fuppofe the ladies may 
think, that, what with the thunder below ftairs, 
and the lightning in their eyes, they fail into a 
foom with a greater eclat. 

This was the cafe with Mrs, Fidget-, after Ihc 
had feated herfelf in her chair, twilled her body 
two or three times to compofe herfelf, adjufted the 
iparkling crofs upon her neck, and given a dif- 
charge to her fan — " Lard, my lady Tenace^ fays 
*^ flic, I was apprehenfive that I ihould not be 
*^^blc to wait upon yourladylhip— my poor little 
*' dog Pompey — the fweeteft little thing in the 
** world — I went, Me'm, the other morning to 
** fetch a walk in the park — a fine frofty morning 
•' it was — I lovefrofly weather of all things— and 
*' {Oi little Tompey was wi:rirme-r'an4 if your lady- 
^' Ihip was but to fee the d ear creatyre pinched with 
•' the froft, and mincing its ftcps along the Mall 
" — with its pretty little innocent fkce — and fo, 
" Me'm, while I was talking to captain Flifn/y- — 
'* your l^dyfhip knows captain Flim/y-rr-fivt odious 
'* frights of dogs befet my poor Pcmpey all at once, 
" M'em- — the dear creature has the heart of a lion, 
*^ — but who can rcfift fix at once — and ft> Pompey 
" barked for afliftsncc, and the hideous creatures 
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'* made their efcapd'^— ^the hurt my little. dog met 
" with was on his chcfft— »-andi Me'm, there is 
"really danger that an /;»/>y^»»/? ia now forming ih 
*• his fide* And' fo, Me'm— 'Lard, is not Barry 
^* a fine man ? — You have feen the Reh^arfal to be 
" fure, Mr. Ranger- — ^well, to be fure, Garrick's a 
*^ furprifing creature ! his eyes have fo much life, 
** and fuch meaning, and fuch fire, and he has 
'^ fuch variety ! — they fay Ihort aprons are coming 
*' into fafhion again." 

By this time the room began to fill. It was 
time to difpofe the company at their fcveral fta- 
tions for the night. The card tables were accor- 
dingly fituatcd in different parts of the room. In 
an inward apartment, a brag-table Was prepared 
for thofc who are fond of that game. The thoughts 
of the whole company began immediately to flow 
into another chanel : they who were before hap- 
py in a mutual intercourfe of focial pleafure, be- 
came of a fudden fecret enemies to each other, 
<very one privately formihg a defign on his neigh- 
bour's pocket. I fhould think this ftrange fcene 
would afford many nice touches to the pencil of an 
Hogarth. To fee the different effefts of the fame 
paffion operating upon a number of people, ac- 
cording to their refpeftiye tempers, and various 
ideas of winning and lofing, could not fail to ren- 

4^r 
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dcrrfic groupe highly ir.tcrefting. To mark this 
with (fclicacy> and to blend with it the private 
liabits of each different charafter, would, in my 
^inion^ (how a nice difccrnmcht worthy of the 
hand of a matter. 

After a rubber or two at ivhifl:, I detached my- 
fclf from the party I was joined to, in order totaled 
i furvey of the room. I could not help wonder- 
ing how men, amid fuch a profufion of charms as 
the ladies difplayed, could fit fo cool and attentive 
to their game'. The queen df trumps (grotefquc 
and unndtural ds the figlire is) was the Fems o^ 
every gentleman prefent. ^ It is the intereft of thef 
ladies not to encourage a gailiefter. Slibuld the 
love of play become the ruling palfibn of the men^ 
tTie labours of the toilet are all in vain; in vain 
may the fair drefs themfelves in fmiles; in vain 
heave the tender bread; cards h.ive baniflied love, 
and fo adieu to the female reigri. 

This is not all : fliolild this taftt cdntihue, not 
only love, but beauty is at ftake, and theodJs^rc 
greatly againft it. While the amiable, but deli- 
cate fex, fit in painful dliYane'e at a card table, the 
liquid luflre of the eye is extingitiflied ; the rofes 
fade upon the cheek, and uneafy pafli€?ns deface 
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the countenance. Amanda is, at prefent, in all 
the pride of beauty j her ftature is tall and gec- 
tcel ; fhe boafts a regular and elegant fet of fcii- 
hires ; her bloom glowing as the poet's fancy ; - d 
mild radiance beams from her eyes ; there is fuofi 
an irtexprefllble delicacy about her mouth, that it 
is intirely the boucbe gracieu/e of the French. . Her 
whole countenance difplays the moft winning 
fweetnefs ; and ttill cards render Amanda unamia- 
ble. The moment Ihe fat down to Brag, I could 
fee the young loves and graces, that were am- 
bulhed in every feature, fprestd their little wings, 
and fly ofF immediately- A difagreeable expref- 
fion immediately fucceeded. I could not bear to 
hear fo exquifite a beauty with a confirmed voice 
tell a forward young fellow, that " truly Ihc 
** would not be bullied by him/' To fee fhofe 
lips, which were framed for the tendered purpofes, 
gnawed with vexation, was matter of great un- 
cafinefs to me. But the fenfations, which Mrs. 
Pregnant gave me, are not to be exprefled. The 
emotions, which fhe fhcwed upon fix aces being 
difcovered in one pack, will, I am afraid, bring 
her child into the world with a convullcd fet of 
nerves. I would venture to lay an even bet that 
il>€ child will be mtarkcd with a pair-royal of aces^ 

Whtw 
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When a plflibn for play becomes predomihafif 
in the married ftatc, I believe it requires no very 
lively imagination t conceive tht fcene that mtrif 
enfue. Not to mention the ruin of a family, their 
own immediate happinefs is deftroyed ; as the 
poet finely faysy . 

Love Jhall he bahiflj d from the genial hed^ 
The night Jhdll he all lonely and unquht^ 
And every day Jball be a day of cares. 

I fliall conclude, by congratukting the Public, 
that we arc Ihortly to have a new tragedy called 
^e Gameflery exhibited at Drury-Lcncj in which, 
as I am informed, the effects of this unhappy turn 
*rill be fet in their proper light. 

TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

Bedford CiffcC'Hbufy Djc. i: 
Laft night Mr. 'Toivn went to the board of cri- 
ticifm, in malice aftemDleJ, and gave his aflent id 
the two following bills ; a bill for encouraging 
broad benches at Urury-ljine phy-houfe; and 
another for tlic naturalization of ;!li foreign ir.on- 
fters on Covent-Garddn ftage; afccr which fcv^ral 
hew members wrre returnedand weredcclarcd diiiy 
eledbcd, being all gentlemen of unqucfcionable Ill- 
nature, and zealous actachuKrnt to the c::!'jfe of 
Zoili/m. 

RUbmrJ Falj'itaJIe^ i « t fr* r 

M&Abt'j: lb:itc<,ut^ J 
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Samuel Venom, 1 p^ Qetrge^ CofFce-houfe. 

Thomas Spitfire, •* 

William Ca'vil, 1^^^ ^ jj^-^^^ Temple-bar. 

lR,ohert Shallow, ^ 

NatbanierGuzzledon^n, i p^^ ^^ j^^^.^ ^^^^ Society. 

Thomas Wrangle, i 

Benjamin Luteftring, -iFor the Ward of Fartsngdon 

Arthnr ScberfiHes, i without. 

Dick Phaeton, and "i For the Rainbow Coffee-houfe^ 
Bob KevenhuUer, i ComhilL 

The conteft for John's near the Exchange, it is 
thought, will be very obftinate, the upper and 
lower room contending for the nomination. 
Should the matter be comprifed, one of each room 
Will be returned, in which cafe IVilliam Purblind 
will reprefent the lower room, and Robert Nim- 
hlefoot the upper apartment. 

Covent'Garden^ Dec. 2. 
Maddoxy the wire-dancer, continues to give 
great fatisfadlion to the Goths and Vandals who fre- 
quent this place. Laft night a very eminent po- 
litician declared, he never had fo juft an idea of 
the baUance of fower^ as this performer gives 
him. 
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NUMBER vni. 

Saturday, Dec. g, t^^i, 

Ardeat ipfa Ucttj iormentis gaudet amantis. 

Juv. 

^0 Charles Ranger^ Efq. 

SIR, 

AS I perceive that you frequently detach your- 
felf from the more ferious bufinefs of a Pub- 
lic Writer, in order to mix with the hau monde, 
and that you ftill retain great attention to the 
amiable fex, as you politely call the ladies, I muft 
beg you will permit one of them ta break in upon 
your ftudies. 

You muft know. Sir, that I have hitherto been 
of that fpecies of women called Coquettes. I 
was initiated into this fcience in my greener years. 
The courfe of my education confpired wiji other 
circumftances againft me. My mother took early 
pains to train me up in this way. The attendents, 
whom I had about me, all joined to infufc the 
fame fentiments, as if they had made a point of 
it, to render meegregioufly ridiculous. From a 
child I promifed to make a fine woman, as the 
phrafe is,- my features were regular, and I mult 

add. 
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add, did not want delicacy : I had a bloom that 
greatly enlivened my whole countenance. The 
lefTon conftantly rung in my ears was, that " Mifs 
*' (hould hold up her head — and put forth her cheft 
*^ — and one day or others Ihe would become a ce- 
" lebrated toaft, and then the men would all be 
*' expiring for her." This you may believe was 
flattering to my fancy. To give the laft finifliing 
to my accompliflimeiits for this ftate of felicity, I 
Was put into the hands of 3, French dancing-mafter. 

From this gentleman I acquired a thoufand 
hamelefs arts of afFeftation. He not only under- 
took the diredkion of my carriage in the graceful 
tnovement of a minuet, and the more fprightly 
gambols of a country-dance, but the management 
of my features became alfo part of his concern. 
He let me into the whole fecret of the elevated 
browj the languifhing glance, and the fleepy eye : 
he inftrufted me when to difplay the fnowy breaftj 
to move with the eafy indolent carriage; to throw 
my whole perfon into a graceful -attitude, and, 
after obferving that it is a thing very rare in thefe 
kingdoms, taught me the whole ufe of the hands 
in every circumftance at cards or converfation. It 
was not without fome pains, that I attained the 
method of taking fnuff, with a propel* air and art- 
ful difplay of the fingers. 

F 2 There 
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There are a thoufand artifices to make up for the 
deficiency of chat in company : in all thefc I be- 
came as regular as a piece of clock-work. Add 
to this, I was furniftied with a great variety of 
French romances, novels, and memoirs of ladies 
of quality. To complete the whole, my dancing- 
mafter told me one day with a ferious air, that I 
really had an immenfe (hare of wit. In this no- 
tion I was further confirmed by Monfieur Lajeu- 
rejfey my hair cutter > " I affurc it you, .madam," 
Jays hcy as my hair was receiving the proper ad- 
juftment from his finger, " you have indeed ver 
*' much efprit. — Wherever I go to drefs de gentle- 
** man^ it is all dying for you.— -You have dem in 

*^ chains, madam, pon my vord, juft as I 

** have dis lock here in my hand— pray hold your 
*' head a lectle more afide — and all de ladies envy 
*' your eclat, 1 aflure it you, madam." 

Charmed with thefe ideas of my perfon, my 
breaft was fired with the love of conqueft. The 
thought of being a wit quite intoxicated me ; it 
was enough to turn my little head; for let me tell 
you, Mr. Ranger ^ wic is the moll dangerous thing 
a woman can think of, bccaufe it generally ruins 
the fliare of underftanding Heaven has been pleafed 
to bellow upon her. I was not content to fay or 
do any thing in the common way : I rc^d Roche- 

feu- 
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foucalt's Various Thoughts, in order to retail his 
hirilliant fayings in company. I am fure you would 
lAugh at me, were you to fee the pains I cook to 
diftinguifti myfelf inall places of public diverfion. 
I think I remember fomething in a poet, that may 
help you to an idea of my behaviour. 

SI:c rolls her pretty eyes in fpite^ 

And looks delightfully with all her might. 

My heart danced within mc to hear Clarinda in 
the Su/picious Uujhand^ utter with an air. Any wo - 
man can give eaje : I difdained fo poor an accom- 
pjiihment \ and to caufe pain and uncafinefs was 
the bufinefs of ray life. To fee that the men could 
not be eafy with me, nor without me, was the joy 
of my foul: I read all our modern comedies to 
glean up the airs of the fine women, and I was 
d61ighted, like lady Betty Modijhy to hear a torr 
tured lover bring out 9 

Yet for the curfe of human race 
This deviihas an angeFsface, 

Whenever I could meet with a, man of parts 
and fenfe, my higheft ambition was to enfnare him. 
To lead in captivity a perfon renowned for his fenfe 
and talents, and in fpite of all his boafted reafon, 
to play upon his paffions, gave me the moft exqui- 
Htc pleafure. Favoniiis is one of this clafs ; he 

F J has 
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hasunderftanding, without afFedling it; his wit 
is always tempered with good nature and polite- 
nefs ; he is as handfome as mod of his fex, and 
there is no requifite in the charafter of a gentle- 
man, but what he is pofleflcd of. With thefe ac- 
complifliments he became my profefled humble 
fervant. Though he made love to me in a man- 
ner hardly refiftible,! delightedin tormenting him. 
"Were we at a play together ? I took pleafure in 
pointing out to him feveral young fellows, whom 
I pretended to be charmed with : one I obferved 
Had the fineft fet of teeth, and the prettied fmile 
in the world ; another the handfomefl: foreheadj^ 
and the moft delightful eyes j a third had a beco- 
ming head of hair, and abundance of wit ; and 
though an under-aftor perhaps was on the ftage, 
I vowed he was a charming man. In a country- 
dance, when I perceived his fpirits elevated, I 
have fat down on a fudden, told him I was tired, 
and immediately after begged of him to let me 
take one turn with a frighfiil horrid creature whom 
I dcLtfted. 

Notwithftanding all this, I really was in love 
with Favonius^ but by my own mifcondu<5t he has 
ilipt thro' my hands. The amiable Elfrida has won 
him by her artlefs attraftive beauty. Elfrida has 
always formed herfelf upon apian very different 

fron\ 
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from mine: aflPability, chearfulnefs and good hu- 
jmour were the only ftratagems fhc had recourfe 
to ; and thefe, joined to a fine figure and a lovely 
face, have made her happy in the arms of a man, 
with whom, I believe, life will be one fcene of 
^endearment. 

This incident, Mr. Ranger, has opened my 
eyes. I now perceive, that I have been all this 
time vainjy aiming at imaginary triumphs, and 
that all my artifices were like the wars of the French 
king in Flanders i ferving merely to extend con- 
quefts, which are afterwards not to be afcertain^ 
led. On this account, I am now determined to 
diveft myfelf, as faft as poffible, of all my follies, 
and to attach myfelffor the future to thofe rules 
of behaviour, ' which, I am f^nfible, add new 
graces to the beauty of our fex. To convince you 
that I am in earneft on this occafion, I beg you 
will annex to this letter the inclofed paper, by 
which you will fee that I am entering upon a new 
plan oflife without delay. Your compliance will 
greatly oblige. Sir, 

Tour conftant Reader y 

And mqfi ghedient Servant. 

CALYPSO, 
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^0 be fold by AuHion the whole Stock of a Coqu ettk 
leaving off Tirade y confining of feveral valuable 
CurioJitieSy among which are the following Parti- 
culars. 

Ovid's Art of Love, tranflated by Mr. Dryden^ 
A cofmetic, which gives the pureft tinfture tQ 
the {kin, and the moft lively bloonci to the com- 
plexion. 

The art of managing the eyes, with direftion^ 
to roll them in a melting manner, with a confcious 
fimper, and pretty indolent turn of the hand ; 
very proper to be majde ufe of in a fide box. 

The fecret of putting on patches in an artful 
manner, (hewing the effcdls of their different ar- 
rangement, with inftruftions how to place thenr^ 
about the eye in fuch a manqer as to give diPJain, 
an amorous languifli, or a cunning glance; tranf^ 
latcd from the French. 

A tranfparent capuchin. 

Diredtions how to lay on paint with fuch a de- 
licate touch, that the quickeil eye cannot diftin- 
guilh it ; very proper to be made ufe of by all fe- 
male gamefters. 

AcoUeftion of choice billets-doux. 
An eflay upon beauty; by the Jlle Alillatncur^ 

Rules 
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Rules for biting the lips, in order to give theni 
an inviting rednefs. 
Mrs. Behn's Novels. 

* Thewhole exercife of the fan^ with one mounted 
in a curious manner, and reprefcnting two lover^ 
in a jeflamine bower. 

An elegant fnuff box, with a looking-glaf§ 
within it, being a very goo4 ppckct pompanion 
for a beauty. 

Lord Gray^s Love Letters. 

The art of working a young man's paflions into 
a ferment, with a hint when it n^ay be prgpcr p 
fet up a pleafing tehe or titter^ by a gentlemaa 
who refidcd twenty years abroad. 

The whole to be viewed at Mr. Puffhy the 
Auclionner, till the day of fale, where catalogues 
arc given gratis. 

TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

JFh'ite's Chocolate-Houfe. 
This pkce is famous for transferring efcates. 
I,arger conveyances of property are made here 
than in Changs-Alley, It is frequented by a de- 
tached body from the reft of the nation, who have 
•formed thtmfclves into a fociety, governed by 
different rules from any part of the known world. 
Uoyh is their Solon, or principallegiflator. The 
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fevereft difcipline is eftablifiied. The feveral^r^- 
fejfors undergo a feries of the moft excruciating pe- 
nalties, fuch as nofturnal vigils, vexation of fpi- 
rit, &c. It is confidently afferted that fome of 
them have been fo exemplary in their morals as to ^ 
reduce not only themfelves, but alfo their fami- 
lies, to the Iharpeft aufterities. Upon the whole, 
what the Reverend Mr. Warburton obferves of 
fbme certain faints, may be applied to this frater- 
nity, ." he is held in higheft eftimation, who is 
f5 the moft expeditious fuicide." 

TonCs in Raffel-Streety Covent-Garden. 
This houfe is frequented by two difFerent or-. 
(ders of fclf-tormentors. One fe6t feems to be for:? 
med according to the inftitutions of La Trap in 
France : they obferve a drift filence, and are often 
feen to fit together at a tabic, interchanging with 
each other oblong pieces of paper, differently 
variegated with black and red fpots, without fo 
much as uttering one fy liable for the fpace of four 
or five hours. The other order feems to breathe 
a fpirit of enthufiafm. They frequently give vent 
to the moll fervid ejaculations, fuch as " damna-- 
" tion.'* &:c. It is imagined thefe different i^c- 
taries cannot long fubfifl under one roof: at pre- 
Jent however, they feem refolved to he heartily 
tired of ciih other before they pare. 

Bcd% 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ko. 8. THE GRAY's-INN JOURNAL. 7^ 

Bedford Coffee-houfe. 
Mr. "Town (as has been already mentioned) pre- 
fides here at the board of criticifm, which gene- 
rally fits at the lower end of the room, and the fe- 
veral members are called the Malevoli. The fire- 
place in the middle of the room is occupied by 
the Loungers y and thpfe two orders receive con- 
ftant reinforcements from the Caravan pajfengers 
according to their feveral vocations to criticifm^ 
or the indolent repofe of gentle dulnefs. 

I ' 
^ George's^ Temple-bar. 

\ This cofFec-houfe is a feminary of young prio- 

ficients for all the different orders in this metro- 

v) 

^ polis. 

? ^ 

^ Rainbow Coffee-houfe^ CornbilL 

V The feftaries who are in poffeflion of this place, 

^ • are entitled Prigs: Harry Lapelky Jack Oakjiick^ 
v; Bob Nankceny Fcter Uttle-Uaty Jack Thatton^ 

JeniHTj Scratchy hat. Pigtail y and Billy Low-Heels 

are the principal members. 

We ftiall in fomc future paper give a further 
account of thje feveral little communities, which 
are eftabli(hed in this metropolis. 
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NUMBER. IX. 

Saturday^ Dec, i6, 1752. 

Ifamque aliqui exercent vim duram^ et rebus iniqui 
Nativam Eripiunt^ indignantibus lpfi$^ 
Invitafquejubent aliencsfumer^' Z'ultus. 

VlDA. 

THERE is not in the whole province of 
an author, a point of greater difficulty 
than what is called a good ftile. The expref- 
fion is in every body's mouth, but, as I 
take it, very little underftood by the prcfent cri- 
tics. I Ihall endeavour, in this paper, to reduce 
into fome fort of order the fevcral fcattered 
thoughts which occurred to my mind upon this 
fubjefl, in a vague manner, a few days fince. 

The term Jiile^ if I miftake not, is derived from 
the Jlylus of the Romans ^ an inftrument ufcd by 
them in writing upon wax, one end of it falhioned 
to cut the letters, and the other formed to efface 
the imprCilion, whenever it fhould be judged pro- 
per. Accordinorjy we find Horace advifing the 
writer, who afpircs to the fame of being worth 
reading, fj riirn his file very often, that is, to rub 
out, and alcer the arrangement and choice of his 



words. 
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Sapejiylum vertasj iterum qua digna legifunt 
ScrtpturuSj — — 

From this turning and altering is dcducible the 
true meaning of the word stile, by which is meant 
a proper choice of words, in a regular and har- 
monious difpofition. The taflc, without a great 
deal of art, and a juft fenfe of the force and beauty 
of language, can never be performed in an^ degree 
of perfeftion. In fome writers we never perceive 
the leaft tendency towards it : in fuch as have by 
praftice cultivated this talent, it is an embellilh- 
ment to good fenfe; gives a luftre and elegance 
to every thing the author advances, and renders 
his produftions pleafing and inviting, I believe 
there are to be found a multitude of critics, from 
whole works a good plodding head may extraft 
very found and fenfible obfervations upon all 
branches of literature; but while there are thofe 
who treat the fame fubjeft with a delicate touch, 
he muft be lamentably dull, who can have recourfc 
to the former. While Longims, Addifon and 
Spence are not loft to us, the Dutch commentators 
will lie mouldering on ftalls, and the dufty libra- 
ries of infipid pedants. 

To attempt to lay down rules for the acquire- 
ment of this quality, in which the efience of fine 
writing confifls, may fcem to carry with it an air 
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of prefumption. I n-»ay, however, be permitted 
to fay, that what Mr. Locke mentions as the chief 
thing to be attended to in the condud of the un- 
derftanding, is alfo a neceflary ftep towards this 
accomplifhment. The point I allude to, is ant 
habit oi thinking in train on whatever fubjeft the 
mind may chufc to expatiate upon. In confc- 
quence of this regimen, our thoughts will follow • 
in a natural order, each arifing and growing out of 
the former, and the whole connefted in all its 
parts, will by thefc means form a regular compo- 
iition, which at one glance the reader may take irt 
and cafry in his mind. There is an aflbciation be- 
tween almoft all our ideas : whenever one of thenj 
prefent^ itfclf to the imagination, an whole train 
is wakesed into life ; fo that if an author h^^ en- 
larged his underftanding, and enriched himfclf 
with a tolerable (lock of knowledge, he may fea- 
fonably hope that his thoughts will offer them- 
fclves in fufficient abundance, and (if he has ha- 
bituated himfelf to the-government of his faculties 
above defcribed) in a regular feries. This would 
prevent that violent draining very perceptible in 
fome gentlemen of the quill, that manner of fly- 
ing off from one fubjedt to another in a wild in- 
coherent manner, ferving only to bewilder the 
reader, who expcfts fomething of method, and 
hot being able to attend his author into the realms 
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of chaos and old night, throws him afide as a 
vague wandering genius, whom he can make no- 
thing of. 

I am aware that what has been premifed may 
appear to an hafty perufer, digreffive from the 
matter I firft fet out with ; but thinking is fo in- 
timately connefted with what is called ftile, that 
it is intirely co-incident with the defign of this 
effay, and fo effential to a compofition, that with- 
out it, elegance can never be expefted : with 
. it, it is odds that it will never be wanting. To 
furnifh the mind with knowledge, is a rule of the 
ableft of critics, and words, fays he, will never 
be deficient to cloath our ideas. 

V^rbaque provifam rem non invito fequintur. 

HoR- 

To think clearly is the original fource of good 
writing. He who thinks with perfpicuity, will 
alfo aim at the fame in conveying his fentiments 
to others. This is the main ufe of language. On 
this account a good writer will avoid all affeftation 
of glittering, all falfe ambitious ornaments, all 
prettineffes, all conceits, quaint turns, points 
and antithefes, which never can give ftrength to 
argument, or grace to compofition. As no lan- 
guage in its origin, can have a competency of 
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term^ appropriated to every different idea, re- 
courfe wa^ had to the rrietaphor; which confide 
in transferring the name of one objeft to another, 
on account of fome rcfemblance fubfifting between 
them. But in the nature of things, it never could 
be intended thaC an whole piece Ihould be carried 
on in a (tring of borrowed phrafes. Every body 
knows how cloying this manner is in fome of the 
mod eminent writers of the lad century. It would 
not be hard to point out fome of the prefent tribe 
who put off every thing in fuch a motly mixture 
of far-fetched terms and allufions, that the fenfe 
is hid under a flourifh of tuneful periods^ which 
by the injudicious is called a good ftile and ari 
eloquent flow. Cicero^ the father of eloquence, 
and the excellent ^tutiliariy in feveral paflages 
have condemned the too fr^equejit inferrion of 
metaphors. The author of my motto, who was 
both a poet and a critic, has elegantly defcribed 
thofe* writers, who difdain to exprefs their 
thoughts in the terms appropriated to them, and 
though the fubjeft docs not require it, muft need 
fet off every thing in the delufive colouring of 
figurative language.. 

I believe the late Dean Sivift underftood the 
true beauties of writing as well as any author, an-^ 
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ticnt or modern. ' I would advife the reader to 
open any part of his works, and try whether he 
can find any thing of this florid manner, that at 
prefent ferves to elevate andfurprize. I am con- 
vinced that no man of common apprehenfion need 
ever read a fentence twice over in any of this 
writer's productions : his method is perfpicuous, 
and at the fame time elegant, without falfe embel- 
liihments. tiis metaphors have always a pal- 
pable aliufion to the idea they arc introduced to 
Bgnify. This is a point which fhould always be 
confidered. It is, moreover, an eftabliflied rule 
that tropes aiid metaphors fhould not be placed too 
thick, nor purfued with a pitiful ambition to too 
great a length. Whenever I find a perfon erring 
on this head, he appears to me in the light of a 
child, who has blown a bubble prettily variegated 
and plealing to his fancy, and follows it in order 
to keep up the illufion as long as he can. . In 
ihort, it has happened in language as in c6m- 
merce : what was firft intended to fupply our na- 
tural deficiencies, is now by the depravity of the 
human mind perverted into a vice. Vida has 
touched this with his ufual delicacy. 

Hanc vulgo fpeciem piropriA penuria 'Oocis 
Jntulit^ indiiiifque urgem in rebus egeftas. 
^ippe uhife vera ojltndebant nomina nufquam^ 
. Fas irat hinc at qui hinc iransferre fimtllima verts ; 
Vol. ^. G Pau- 
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Pailatim accrevere vires^ hominumque libido ; 
^uodque olim ufus inops reperit, nunc ipfa voluptas 
Pojiulaty hunc addens verhorum rebus honorem. 

I know there are many other corruptions which 
contribute to vitiate a true tafte ; but I have 
dwelt longer on this, as it appears to me to be 
the reigning fault of all our pretty eflayifts at pre- 
fent. If metaphor be confidered in the light I 
have dated it, as only an aid to the perfpicuity of 
language ; it will no longer pafs for an elegance, 
when it is not fubfervlent to its original inftitu- 
tion. It will be fufEcient, in this place, to ob- 
ferve that circumlocution is generally the vice of 
thofe, who do not form clear and adequate ideas, 
contenting themfelves with words that feem to 
play round a meaning : this is an excellent fub- 
terfuge to him, who wants to fpin out the fheet. 
To be a great while faying and faying nothing, 
helps out many a tritical ejfay writer, A multi- 
plicity of words of the fame import, with a pro- 
fufion of epithets, may be very ufeful at a pinch, 
but, I believe, it is unneceflary to obferve, that 
there cannot be a greater error. Every fpecics 
of v/riting has its peculiar mc^nner, its ov/n pro- 
per colouring. When the diftinguifliing quali- 
ties of each are not preferved ; whenever the diffe- 
rt:nc boundaries are invaded, all propriety is de- 
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ftroyed. A true ftile Ihould be clear of foreign 
infufions : if too replete with French or other 
idioms, it will ceafe to be Englifh ; like the river 
Marfyas^ which, Curiius tells us, glides pure and 
unmixed within the fortifications of a town in 
JJia^ free from any adventitious waters to pollute 
the limpid ftream ; but when without the walls, it 
pours along with a more impetuous current, and 
a fwelling/urge, it no longer retains its original 
name, but then commences to be ftiled the river 
Lycus i cum extra munmentaje evohity majore vi ac 
mole agentem undas Lycum appellant. 

After the choice of words, the arrangement of 
them demands the writer's dare. The limits of 
the prefent effay will not allow me to enlarge upon 
this fubjeft ; but I may refume it upon fome fu- 
ture occafion. I fhall now be content with hint- 
ing, that the reference which the feveral terms in 
a fentence bear to one another 1 the ftrength they 
acquire by being joined with proper epithets i 
the luftre they reflect upon an whole period, arc 
all points of moment in compofition. At the 
fame time that they render every thing clear, they 
give grace and harmony to the whole. 

I fhall releafe my readers, after obferving that 
perfpicuity is the firft and greateft beauty in every 
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produftion of the mind. The love of embelli(h- 
rnent, indulged to excefs, ends in afFcftation and 
falfe glitter. In fhort, as Quintilian has judi- 
cioufly obferved, when the true point is hit, he 
who feeks fomething better, generally finds what 
isworfe^ 

TRUE FNTELLIGENCE. 

Yefterday arrived a mail from Newmarket^ by 
which we learn that a certain nobleman will make 
a diftinguiflied figure at the Olympic games of 
that place \n April next, and that his lordfhipisto 
ride againft handfome Billy ^ the famous jockey. On 
this occafion we would recommend to his lord- 
ihip's confideration the following lines of Do£lor 
Toung. 

Men Jhould prefs^ forward in Fame* s glorious chace -y 
Nobles look backward^ and fo lofe the race. 

By the laft advices from TVhite'^ chocolate- 
houfe we are informed, that feveral legijlators at- 
tend there every day, in order, no doubt^ to fee 
the ill efiefts of that pernicious cuftom,. to fup- 
prefs which they havo made fo many falutary 
laws. 
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NUMBER X. 

Saturday^ Dec. 53, ^75^- 

■ Infus £f? injecore agro 

Nafcuntur domini — — 

Persius. 
■ 1'rabil Jua quemque voluptas. 

Virgil. 

IN a former paper I mentioned, that I belong 
to a club, which meets once in every week, at 
the Divil Tavern^ near Temple-har: I then pro- 
mifed my readers to make them acquainted with 
the nature of this meeting, the charafters of the 
feveral members, and the oddities in my own tem- 
per, which entitle me to a place in this extraor- 
dinary fociety. To perform my engagement; 
Ihall be the bufinefs of the prefent effay. 

Our club is called the club of Originals. By an 
Original, I do not mean a charafter entirely new, 
and fuch as has never been ken in the world be- 
fore, but a perfon of an independant underftand^ 
ing, whofe dillinguifhing marks are the native 
growth of his own peculiar temper, the vigour of 
a mind above the contrafting of habits by fervile 
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imitation. As I had the honour of filling the 
chair the laft club-night, I Ihall begin with my- 
felf, though I am aware that a public writer 
ftiould remain as much behind the curtain as 
poffible, on account of the prejudices which arife 
againft a known author. 

I have, perhaps, as many whims as any man 
whatever. Whether right or wrong, they ad- 
here to me fo tenacioufly, that I cannot by any 
means difengage myfelf from them. Notwith- 
(landing all that has been faid to me, I cannot 
induce myfelf to carry a fupernumerary ace in my 
pocket to a brag-table : I could never cont;rafl; 
an intimacy in a gentleman's family, in order to 
debauch his daughter, or carry on a defign upon 
his wife : I had rather lofe my joke at any time 
than my friend j and I am fo aukward, that I 
cannot attempt to bilk a box-keeper. Add to 
this, I am far from being a free-thinker, notwith- 
ftanding the very great reputation to be acquired 
by the finguiaritics of paradox. 1 amfenfible, that 
thefe are unaccountable oddities. It does not efcape 
me, that in fo enlightened and accomplifhcd an age, 
they muft fet a man in a very difad vanrageous lighti 
but the truth of it is, they have taken fuch root in 
my mind, that I am apprehenfive, I fliall never be 
^ble to attain that elegance of life and tafte, 
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which is Temarkable in fonie of my neigh- 
bours. 

The next who is to fit for his pifturc, is a gen- 
tleman of the moft extenfive knowledge in all 
branches of polite literature. His name is Can- 
PJD, remarkable for his knowledge in criticai 
learning; but what conftitutes the oddity of his 
charafter is, that he is a Cntic with good-nature. 
No man has quicker fcnfations than Mr. Candid. 
Does he perufe the works of antiquity, or thofe 
writers among the moderns of iallowed reputation? 
their beautiful paflages (Irike fo forcibly on his 
imagination, that he admires them to a degree of 
rapture. It may be imagined that this warmth of 
temper hurries him fometimes into falfe ap- 
plaufe : but his judgment is fo deliberate, that he 
generally withholds his admiration, till he is per- 
feftly fatisfied that the fentiment and diftion are 
juft, He is never known to be impofed upon by 
falfe en^bellifhments of ftile, or thofe ambitious 
ornaments in writing, which are cenfured by Ho- 
race, To this refinement of tafte, Mr. Candid 
has joined the moft finiflied good-breeding, which 
renders his company extremely defirable. In 
Ihort, he is the fource, from which his friends de- 
rive m my excellent obfcrvations upon every kind 
of writin.o:. 

G 4 Mr, 
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Mr. Abraham Gulliver follows next \ a gentfe- 
man of very diverting humours, and defccnded* 
as he himfclf informs us, ftom that very Gulliver 
whofe travels have been collefted, with fo much. 
accuracy, by the late Doftor Swift. The love of 
recounting adventures I believe runs in his blood. 
He frequently fets the company a ftaring at the 
furprizing incidents he has met with. His paf- 
fion for voyaging was formerly fo prevalent, that 
he never omitted an opportunity of failing for if, 
as he exprefles it, and merely to gratify this incli- 
nation he embarked in Lord Anfon\ fqua,droa 
round the world. He has loft one eye and part 
of his chin in that expedition, but he does not re- 
pine at, the accident, as he fays it is made up to 
him in the acquirement of knowledge, which, he 
infi h, no man can be fiid topoflefs, who has not 
crciTcd the Line, and attempted the North-Eaft 
paflage. He lias convcrfed with a Bramin in the 
Eafti with x\\i^ wild Anerican n^^x Iludfcns Bay^ 
the frozen inhibitants of Zembla^^ and other 
regions near the Pcle. There is no place in the 
map, of which he cannot give fome ar.:ount. He 
certainly has laid up a large fund of knowledge, 
but that tinged with fo many oddities, that he \% 
a v/himfical member of focicty. 

After Mr. Gullive?', my friend Harry fFIlJair 
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claims attention. Harry Wildahr has a quick in- 
fight into men and manners. Nobody better 
knows the charafteriftic marks and latent foibles 
of all whom he meets in the focial inter- 
courfe of life, To this fharpnefs of difccrnmenc 
he has added an extenfive knowledge of the con- 
nexions and bufineft of mankind. He has been 
frequently feated for hours together under the 
clock at Lloyd' ^ coffee- houfe to be viewed by the 
underwriters. He has fixed his refidence at Cba-- 
ring Cro/sy that he may have an opportunity of 
obferving the mighty throng, which is conftantly 
prefling that way. He can tell, by the coat of 
arms, to whom each pafling coach belongs : and ' 
if by chance a vehicle unobferved before occurSj^ 
he IS fure to run after it through nine or ten 
ftreets, in order to fatisfy his curiofity. In ihort» 
my friend Wildair. is all Tpirit and frolick ; is fore- 
moft in every fcene both in high and low life, and 
equally pleafant upon the finer foibles of the 
polite, and the ftrong humours of the inferior 
clafs. The confequence is, he is never without z 
fund of gallantry and humour, which difplay 
themfelves in his con verfation with great fpright- 
linefs and variety. 

The next of the focicty is Counfellor Fhftic of 
fhe Inner Temple. Counfellor Plajiic was called to 
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the bar in the year I740> but the death of hia 
cider brother foon rendering it unneceflary for 
him to attend his profeffion, he laid afidc the long 
robe, and has ever fince indulged his natural caft 
of mind, Inftead of walking in Weftminfier hall^ 
he takes a turn every day in the Jj^ceum^ or (aun- 
fers in the groves of Academus. In plain terms, 
Mr» Phftic is a complete Shaftejburian philofo- 
pher. Like all the gentlemen of that inclining, 
he has a polite tafte for the imitative arts ; his 
imagination is warm and elegant, and he has, tb 
ufe Lord Shaftejbury^s expreflion, a muje-like ap- 
prehenfion. With all this there is a peculiarity 
in every thing he fays or does. Ridicule is with 
him the teft of truth. His difcourfe generally 
tiirns on ideas of beauty and virtue. Befides the 
five fenfes in common with his neighbours, thi3 
gentleman has a moral fenfe, a fcnfc of honour, a 
public fenfe, an internal fenfe, and many other 
powers of perception, not mentioned in Mr. 
Locke s Eflay. In Ihort, Counfellor Plajiic*% ima^ 
gination has attained a great degree of refine-i 
ment. But his difintercited benevolence is fre- 
quently laughed at by Mr. Allcojh^ who (lands laft; 
upon the lift. 

It is owing to a whim in this gentleman, that 
aur meeting is fixed at the 'D:vil Tavern. It 
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feems he has made a refolution never to go be- 
yond temple-bar. Mr. Allcafb is cfteemed to be 
worth half a pUim, and is now pretty well reco- 
vered from the fliock he received by the reduc- 
tion of intereft. As he has fpent moft of his time 
in a conftant intcrcourfe with fcriveners and ftock- 
jobbers, he has difcovered the artifices of that 
clafs of men, and he is fatisfied from that partial 
view of mankind, that he knows the world. H(8 
is extremely fond of a maxim in Hudibras ^ 

IVhat is worth in any tbingy 

But Jo much money as Uwill bring f 

This with him is the teft of truth, which heofH 
pofes in his joking way to the Shaftejburian rule. 
He declares, that he had rather have a fenfe of 
money, than all the elegant fenfes above men- 
tioned. He is a conftant attendant at church, 
as he fays, from a fincere motive of piety, though 
it is hinted by Mr, Plajlicy that he thinks it his 
intereft to be favcd. 

Thefe are the members of the club of Origi- 
nals, which was inftituted upon the commence- 
ment of this paper. As we are willing, in order 
to promote the defign of it, to admit new mem- 
bers, propofals will be received, and treated with 
the utmoft impartiality. 

TRUE 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

We hear from Crane-court, that an ingenious 
member of the Royal Society, by examining th^ 
force of attraftion between the upper end of the 
ftays now in fafhion, and the lower part of the pet- 
ticoat^ has demonftrated, that in lefs than three 
years both will join. Th^ motion, he thinks, 
will be greatly accelerated at the next mafque-. 
radc. The calculation is counted very ingeniou s : 
all who have attended to it, are conv inced that the 
ladies will> in a fhort time, make both ends meet. 
The work is to appear in the next volume of th^ 
Tranfeftions of the Society. 
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NUMBER XL 

Saturday, Dec. 30, 1752- 

^idfadam Rotnit? mentiri ne/cio — - 

Juvenal. 

THE French arc very often happy in an ex- 
prelfion^ which cannot be rendered with 
equal delicacy in any other modern language. Of 
this fort is a phrafe I have fomewhere met with, 
viz. Les petites morales, which is ufed by them to 
fignify thofe fubordinate points of behaviour, 
which cannot be looked upon in the fame light 
with duties of higher obligation, but are, how- 
ever, fo effential to our conduA in life, that 
they are denominated kjffir morals. A fmall 
Ihare of common fenfe will point thefe out to 
every man's obfervation j but as the infringement 
of them is frequent, and very often attended with 
ferious confequences, it properly comes within 
the province of a public writer to correft thefc 
leflcr deviations. I have fet apart this day ta 
animadvert upon a tranfgreflion of this nature. 

The offence I mean is the notable art of Hum- 
BUGGiNG, which darted up of late years, and has 
made fuch an extcnfive progrefs, that it is now en- 
larged 
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iarged into a general fafhioni ^nd calls aloud for d 
Censor. And here it may not be improper to 
remind people of the true definition of wit, which 
confifts in reconciling ideas, between which there 
is no palpable congruity, in a fudden and unex- 
pefted point of refemblance. To this I will add, 
that humour is the tilent of difcerning the oddi- 
ties which conftitute the great variety of charac- 
ters for which this kingdom is famous^ and exhi* 
biting them in ridiculous colours to the eye of the 
world. Things being thus circuitlllanced, I; 
would alk the tribe of Hum-buccers, how far a 
plaufible lie, with a grave countenance, will give 
them a pretenfion to either of the two faculties 
above defcribed ? The truth of it is, they are but 
pitiful attendants on the camp of falfe wit. 
Would men confider how eafy it is to falfify, and 
how hard to do it with plcafantry, they would, in 
my opinion, defift from fo unpolite an art, than 
which I do not remember any thing more grofs, 
more ftupid, and more fenfelefs. An author of 
the firft magnitude (I think the late Dr. Swift) 
6b(erves, that he never knew above one good lie 
in his life. That one, 1 will venture to fay, was 
told by himfelf, and we may believe was a good 
ftroke of humour, free from fcandal or detraftion^ 
the diftinguifhing charafterifticks of our modern 
adventurers in this way. 

As 
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As one of thcfe elegant gentlemen is hovering 
over his tea in a morning, his hand is applied with 
great fagacity to his forehead — " Let me fee now, 
" for an arch hum ; fomething Curied high for 
" the day. Ay, ay, I have it : a fuit is com- 
•^ menced in the fpiritual court againft a certain 
'^ Lord : it will be infolent though to meddle 
" with fuch refpeftable charafters ! Well, but 
*' there is ill-nature in it, and (6 it will do fwim- 
'^ mingly. As how ? Why, he is married to the 
*' fineft woman in the world. Her whole fcx 
" envy her, and envy vents itfelf in malice and 
" dctraftion. That's the thing : it will fpread 
" among them. Immenfe by Jupiter !" Away 
runs this great genius as quick as lightning, to 
my Lady Tattleaid's toilet, with a face as long 
as a Dufcb epigram j then the hum begins. « I 
" am extremely forry for it, it is a cruel cafe. 
" Pray,Jir, what's a cruel cafe I Why, have not 
" you heard, ma'am ? My Lord — (hark in your 
<< ear)— abfolutely faft. Two wives ! Til lay 
" all Lomhard'ftreet to an egg-Ihell that it is true. 
" Your Ladyfliip knows T^om Wildfire, ^om 
" went this morning for a licence to be married 
" to Mifs Beverley^ the great fortune, and he 
** brings the news piping hot from the Com- 
" mons.'* ". Lard, fays my Lady Tattleaid, I 
" don't know how it was, but I never liked that 

" match 
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*^ match — Carni cafting ber eyes on the glafs with d 
€(mfciousfimper) *^ What fignifics all her beauty 
** now ? Though fhc was neter my beauty. I 
*' don't find that th(5fe tall women are fo much 
'' admired in public places; Mrs. Needlework^ 
*' bid John come round with the coach to the 
** door, and bring me my fan, gloves, and capu- 
** chin in an inftant.'* 

Thus the affair is fettled : away flies my Lady 
S'attleaidy on the wings of malice, to all parts of 
the town. The agreeable news is wafted about. 
At fVbit^s bets are extremely high, a wager being 
the only teft of truth, which the ingenious gen- 
tlemen of that academy have been able to difco- 
ver, after infinite pains in the fearch. A lofing 
gamefter, who is obliged to drive into the 
city to difpofe of a little South Sea flock, gives the 
hint there. The gofllps at Garrdway's have it in 
i moment : at one it is buzzed on Change^ and the 
circling whilper in the boxes interrupts the play 
4t night. At my Lady Trumpabout's aflcmbly, 
the ladies are all in a titter. " Is it come to 
'* this ? cries Mifs Sparkijby VW brag a guinea 
•' over." . " But is It is really true, fays Mifs 
Wbiteteetb, '' I (hall be very forry for it. He ! 
*' he ! he ! Can one go to hear it tried ? I'll 
" fend to bcfpeak places." 

Pleafed 
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Pleafed with thefe ideas, the ladies retire home 
from the rout, fink into a comfortable repofe, 
dream of divorces, reparations, and unhappy 
beauties. The next day the cheat is difcoVered j 
the illufion vaniflies y the noble Lord proves to 
be above the reach of fo infamous a calumny, and 
his Lad}N fuperior to envy, moves in her fphere 
with luftre, grace, and dignity -, while the droll, 
who firft fct the thing on foot, enjoys the joke in 
fccret, and laughs at the tale his facetioufnefs 
prop^ated. In this is contained all the wit, and 
all the humour of all the Humbuggers of the age* 

I could wilh that this tribe had fubfifted in the 
days of Horace ; we fhould have them, under fome 
proper appellation, delivered down to pofterity 
Vith the 

Ambubaiarum collegia^ Pbarmacopola^ 
Mendiciy Mimi^ Balatrones, hoc Genus omne^ 

But I do not think that the polite authors ot 
Greece and Rome had the fainteft idea of this egre- 
gious turn. In all the charadters of La Bruyere 
there is no fuch monfter tb be foilnd. The wits 
of King Charles'^ time were abfolutely ignorant 
of it, in the reign of Qjieen Anne, which (to ufc 
the words of a fine author) notwithfianding the 
happy dcys ibat havefticceeded^ every Briton may yet 
VoL^ V. H remem-^ 
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femembery I fay, in the reign of Queen Anne'^ 
when wit, humour, imagination, and every eleganS 
talent were in their highefl: perfcftion, nothing 
of this fort arofe. In ihort, it feema entirely re- 
ferved to grace the afnnals of thefe latter days. I 
make no doubt but it will give a furprizing eclat 
to the pages of feme future hiftorian, when it is 
related in a pompous ftile, that in the reign of his , 
Majefty King George the Second, by the grace of 
God, King of Great Britain^ France^ and Ireland, 
Defender of the Faith, and fo forth, the never 
enough to be admired art oi Humbugging came into 
vogtre ; the amtifement of tea-tables, the delight 
of the Court, and the ftudy of beaux and pretty 
gentlemen, from whom it defcended to a:U ranks 
of people, and became the general fafhion of the 
kingdom. 

Inftead of expatiating any further on this 
fprigTicly abfurdity, I lliall clofe this paper with a 
^aflage from Lord Shaftejbary, whofe decifion 
upon wit and manners, I believe, will not be con- 
tefled. 

" 'Tis real humanity and kindnefs to hide ftrong 
" truths from tender eyes j and to do this by 
^^ pleafant amufement, is eafier and civiller, than 
^* by a harfh denial, or remarkable referve. But 
*^ to go about induftrioufly to confound men in 2C 



Digitized by 



Google 



No. II. THE GRA.YVINN JOURNAL. 9^ 

^* rnyfterious manner, and to make advantage, 
** and draw pleafure from that perplexity they 
" are thrown into by fiich Uncertain talk, is as 
*^ unhandibme in a way ofi'aillery, as Mhen ddne 
*^ with the greateft ferioufnefs, or in the folemn 
" way of deceit*. It may be neceflary, as well 
" now as heretofore, for wife men to fpeak in pa-- 
" rabies, with a double meaning, that the enemy 
" may be amufed, and they only who hai)e ears to 
** heary may bear ; but it is certainly a mean, im- 
*"^ potent, ind dull fort of wit which amufes all 
*' alike, and leaves the moft fenfible man, and 
*^ even a friend, equally in doubt, and at a lofs to 
** underftand what one's real mind is upon any 
^' fubjedt. This is that grofs fort of raillery 
'* which is fo ofFenfive in good company ; and 
" indeed there is as much difference between one 
** fort and another, as between fair dealing ^d 
^' hypocrify, or between the genteeleft wit and the 
" moft fcurrilous buffoonery. But by freedom of 
^ convcrfation this illiberal kind of wit will lofe 
*« its credit." 

TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

Drury-^Lane Theatre. 

There has been fuch a prodigious fqueezing of 

hats here of late, that the Managers, as well to 

Ha fup^ 
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fupprefs the deftruAion of heavers^ as to put a 
ftop to an unnatural and ungraceful deportment, 
have been induced to iflue out orders from the 
Green Room againft this^ pra6tice j commanding 
in the ftrifteft terms, that whoever has a meflage 
to deliver on the ftage, or a kicking to receive, 
fliall perform it without recourfe to this modern 
aflfeftation. The Under-Graduatcs of each The-» 
atre arc thrown into great perplejuty, and we 
hear, that a copy of this order is feat to Mr. Lee 
at Edinburgh J whofe hatsr are faid ta be at prefcnt 
as flat as ScoUb bonnets^ 

Literary Bill of Mortality for the Tear 1752. 

Cafualties among Books. CaAialties among Authors* 

Bit by mad dogs - 500 
Planet ftruck - - 900 
Bruifetf - . - 1000 
Killed themfel'ves - 15 
Starved - - - 120a 
Fall from a garret- v 

window - - J * 
Malignant fcver - 8or 
Mortification - ^ 120 
Canker - - - - acT 
Surfeit - - - - 0000 
Executed - - - ^J 
Dog-ftar rage - - 300F 
Empyema, Do^or Hill ^ 

NUMBER 



Abortive - - 


- 7000 


Still born - - 


- 3000 


Old age - - 


- 0000 


Worms 


- 8000 


Confumption - 


- SCO 


French difeafe - 


• - 700' 


Complicatioii - 


- 100 


Yellow fever in a 


Jakes 200 


Hard boimd - 


- 100 


Trunk-makers 


- rooo 


Paftry-cooks - 


- 1000 


Sky-rockets 


. lOOOO 


TMnfportation 


- I 0000 



4J600 
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NUMBER Xn. 

Saturday^ Jan, 6, ^75?. 

Major es nufquam ronciyjuvenefque/ene/que 
Et puerina/um Rhinocerotis babent. 

Martial, 

WHEN an author firft launches his little 
bark, a'plcafing profpeft lies before him. 
The novelty of enterprize gives life and ardour to 
his fpirits : imagination piftures to him fcenes of 
Iliccefs, and he thinks he has nothing to do, but 
to fpread all his fails, and glide away to the realms 
of fame. Were an infurance-office open for ad- 
ventures of this nature, where, for a fmall pre- 
mium, the event might be afcertained, he would 
hardly think it worth his while to intrench him- 
felf within thofe fafe-guards \ fo fure he is of 
reaching his wiflied-for haven. But how foon^i^ 
the flattering dream diflipated into air ! Like 
VirgiVs MneaSy he no fooner leaves the fhore, and 
fees the land gradually leflfening to his eye, than 
he finds himfclf embarked on a fca of troubles. 
Some fecret enemy, in whofe breaft an unjull pre- 
judice has long been rankling, immediately be-t- 
gins to counterwork his progrefs. jEoIus^ or 
fome power that prefides over the ocean of ink, i^ 
H 3 »a- 
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addreflcd with a degree of rage not inferior to that 
of Jum^ and a ftorm is foon railed. Calumny, 
detraftion, fcandal, and malevolence, blow a more 
violent tempeft, than when the four winds com- 
bine; the blafts of envy whiftle round him, and 
his little bark becomes the fport of a troubled ele- 
ment ; now elevated as high as the very heavens, 
and then at once let down to the profoundeft 
bottom of the deep. Should he be hardy 
enough to think of weathering it out, he is befet 
by a fhoal of monfters, known in thofe feas by 
the name of Criticks. Thefe dangerous ani^ 
mals of prey are conftantly prowling about the 
main, upon the look-out, if I may be allowed the 
expreffion, for fome objed of their rage. Him 
they inftantly furround, and all endeavours to a- 
mufe them frorn their fell purpofe are in vain. 
Tubs have been thrown to whales with fuccefs, 
and we have rcq^d p{ Avion y who found means, by 
the lenient airs of his harp, to fofcen into attention 
a group of monfters, hungr>% and ready to devour 
him. But the fury of the Giuticks is not to be 
appeafed : inevitable ruin attends the man, whp 
unhappily falls in their way. If out of the num- 
ber of thofe, who are fjjrrcunded, an author 
is now and then happy enougli, by the light of 
feme propitious ftar, to ftecr his courfe clear of 
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ruin, they have been fcen to goad and bite them- 
fclves with fpite and defperation. 

To defcend from this long continued allegory : 
a public writer, who undertakes to inftruft or en- 
tertain his readers, has Co many difficulties to 
cope with, that it has often been matter of won- 
der that any man is willing to undertake a life of 
fo much labour and anxiety. The pangs of de^ 
Jpjed wit are, perhaps, equal to tboje of defpif<ed 
love ; fufficient, one would imagine, to extinguifh 
an author's honeft emulation, and determine him 
to think a poft of inglorious eafe more eligible 
than that ftate of warfare, in which he mull be in- 
volved as a public writer. It is in vain to plead 
in bar to the invedtives of the rigid cenfors of the 
age, a well-meant endeavour. An acquaintance 
of mjne« who delights in parodying paflages from 
poets, fays, with fome pleafantry, Criticks have 
flinty hearts ; no ivit can move them i Authors muft 
be unhappy. 

As thefe notable refiners upon the beauties of 
writing (land in a confpicuous light among the 
feveral charafters which do honour to the prefent 
age, it may not be improper, upon this occafion, 
IP lay before the reader a true idea of MoDER^i 

Cri- 
H4 
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Criticism^, with fome account of its parentage 

and education. 

Ill-nature is the founder of the faniily. In a 
fit of petulant delight this perfonage was joined 
in wedlock to the celebrated dame. Ignorance. 
The ifllie of this happy marriage was Envy, who, 
being of a confumptive habit of body, and no 
very amorous difpofition, was deterred for a long 
time from any thoughts of matrimony j but at 
length meeting with Malice, he took an imme- 
diate fancy to her, and by a fympathy of foul this 
lovely pair were led to a mutual liking for each 
other. Malice was an old maid, of a lean fliri- 
veiled habit of body, delighting much in tea- 
table chat. At firft the relations of Envy were 
difgufted at the match. From the lady*s looksj^ 
it was imagined that ihe was not of a conftitution 
that promifcd an increafe, and for want of iffue 
the family might be foon extinft. Things, how- 
ever, are not always to be judged by appearances. 
Though the new- married couple lived together 
like cats, conftantly fcratching and quarrelling,^ 
they ftill fou|id fofter moments of dalliance, and 
in about nine months Criticism was ulhered into 
the world. The tidings of this happy event were 
foon wafted towards Gruh-fireet College i Mothe^^ 
Pulnj^ss raifed her drowfy head, pleafed with the 

ac-T 
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account of the fprightly dunce, and all her vota^ 
rics hailed the new-bom babe. In Parnaffus the 
effeft was different : Jpollo ftarted, and each ami- 
able Muse let fall a tender tear : the tuneful lyre 
was laid afide, and Astr^ea dropped her fcales. 

That the lineage of this egregious youth may 
be carried in the mind with more facility, I Ihall 
here throw the whole pedigree in one view before 
the eye of the reader, 

Ill-Nature Ignorance 

Envy Malicb 

Criticism. 

Like Richard the Third, the infant was born 
with teeth. At the iirft ray of light it began to 
hifs. Several of the ufual play- things given to 
children were immediately bought, but nothing 
could allay our young hero's cries, until a catcall 
was given into his hands. Of this curious toy, by 
a kind of inftinft, he foon found the ufe. It filled 
the infant with the moft rrialicious delight. In 
procefs of time an horn-book was procured for 
the young gentleman. At the firft fight of it he / 
grew extremely peevifli, and (hortly after begaa 
to pull it to pieces. In this he was encouraged by 
his grandmothery who faid it would fpoil the child's 
ms; but it is confidently faid that he at laft took 
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to it of himfelf, but at random, and in a very ir^ 
regular manner. I am credibly informed, thai 
he could not be induced to purfue the alphabet in 
its natural order, but that the firft letters he be- 
came acquainted with, were D, ./, M, N. It is 
a queftion with many, whether he ever went fur- 
ther. After infinite pains in the refearch, I have 
found from fome fecret memoirs, that he really did 
learn to read the title-pages of books and pamph- 
lets, in brder the more effedually to abufe them. 

Our youth in his countenance had a blended 
rcfemblance to his parents, with a remarka- 
ble air of his grandmother. From his grandjire he 
derived adifpofition to all kinds of vice, apd the 
evil qualities of his father were obferved to thfive 
in a foil admirably fitted for their reception. Plea- 
fure he was an utter ftranger to, unlefs the misfor- 
tunes of his neighbours excited the mixed fenfa- 
tions of that malignant joy mentioned by Ovid. 

Rifiis alejl^ niji quern viji mover e dthrcs. 

Nothing could ever rouze him to an emulation 
of others. He fat pining and lelf- tormented at 
the idea of merit, and having a volubility of 
fpeech from his mother, he vented himfelf in fpleen- 
and fcandaious inveftive. In thefe qualities he 
fliade gre^t improvement. Each day adcjed fomq 
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new accompliftimcnt, fuch as impudence^ pertnefs^ 
ill-manners^ and a rare genius for lying. 

Being arrived at maturity, he grew wondrou$ 
fond of coffee -houfes. He was conftantly feen 
poring over t\i^ Magazines, and if he ever met with 
a produftion of genius, he fhewed great peturba- 
tion of mind. He went to the playhoufe on the 
firft night of every new piece : the players dreaded 
the fight of him in the pit; he talked of aftors 
whom he never faw; retailed authors whom he 
never read; tore up benches; grinned and chat- 
tered; biffed and clapped; yawned and flept. 
Haying heafd that Arifiotle\ Art of Poetry was 
efteemcd amopg his beft performances, he bdught 
at a ftall a certain curious produdion, entitled 
Arijlotle'% Mafier-picfe, which gave him a mean 
opinion of the ancients. He ridiculed all kind 
of learning, and became a delegate, of his own 
choice, to direft the tafte of the age. If a young 
author fhewed any traces of elegance in his flile, 
or difcovered a vein of thinking, capable of fur- 
niihing further improvements, he endeavoured to 
pip him in the bud. 

To conclude; Criticism has been upon Town 
for fcvcral years, and ftill continues in the practice 
of every bad quality, dcducible from a weak head 

and 
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and a corrupt heart. As I intend to perfevere in the 
work I have undertaken, I will cut matters Ihort, 
and inform this gentleman, and all his followers, 
that after this I fliall not fufFer myfelf to be diver* 
ted from the dcfign in which 1 have embarked: I 
hope not to be found alltogether unworthy of the 
public perufal; and if I do not difcover unknown 
truths, I fhall endeavour to place every thing in a 
point of view, that, I hope, will fometimes give it 
the graces of novelty. 

J ihall continue to prefix a motto to each lucu- 
bration from fome celebrated author of antiquity, 
not out of afFeftation, but bccaufe from an early 
tafte for thofe excellent writers, many of their 
beauties have infinuated themielves into my ima- 
gination, in fo lively a manner, that they recur on 
almoft every topic. This ferves very often, with 
the claffic fcholar, to place an entire eflay before 
his eye at once; and to fee a fine paflage ftart into 
a new light, and carry a witty allufion to a fubjedb, 
in appearance foreign to it, muft, in my opinion^ 
excite agreeable ideas in the fancy. 

The mere Englijh reader will lofe this pleafure, 
|3\it the reft of this paper cannot fufFer by it. 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

Drury-Lane. 
Mr. Soutbwift^ the broker^ has handed about 
the city i poliqr of infurance for 300I. on the life 
of the NEW TRAGEDY, fliortly to be afted at the 
Theatre Royal in Drury Lane, called the Game-> 
STER, for the term of nine days compleat; but 
none of the Under JVriters thought proper to fub- 
fcribc ; being all of opinion, that no work of 
genius can be worth a tenth part of the money. 

Covent-Garden. 

Two new tragedies have been offered to the 
Manager, but the run of Harlequin Sorcerer haa 
only left room for one of them. The contending 
poets, it is faid, have determined the precedence 
by toQing up, when fortune declared in favour of 
the Earl of EJfeKy written by Mr. Jones. Conjian^ 
iiney by the Rev. Mr. Francis^ is deferred till nexc 
feafbo. 

iV-r B. The Malevoli are defired tb decide irt 
the fame nwnncr, whether they Ihall damn the 
EarlofEJfex: if left to chance, it is poflible that 
the Playhoufc Criticks may deviate into the 
nght. 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER XIII. 

Saturday^ Jan. ij, 1752* 

tailum^ non animum mutant ^ qui trans mare currunt^ 

Horace. 

THE following letter from a gentleman, who 
lately took a trip to Parisy will, 1 beiievc, 
prove acceptable to the bulk of nfiy readers, it 
exhibits a lively pi£ture of an Englijhman^ who 
has fet up the cuftonns and nnanners of his own 
country, as the indifputable flandard of what is 
right, and therefore treats every thing he finds 
abroad with the utnioft contempt. 1 fhall prefent 
it as the entertainment of this day, not doubting 
but that it will be relifhed by thofe, who have had 
an opportunity of obferving the ridiculous man- 
ner, in which our countrymen fpend their time, in 
that elegant metropolis of the polite world. 

Paris y Jan. 10, 1752* 

Sir, 

I have been in this ftrange place about iix 

weeks, and find myfclf in fuch a whimfical fitua- 

tion, that I may truly fay, with Petulant^ in the 

Way of the V/orld^ I am like a dog in a dancing- 

Jcbooh 
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JkbooL Upon our firft arrival here, we took a 
fiacre^ and drove to our banker, who lives up four 
pair of ftairs. Being our countryman, we thoughc 
him the trioft proper perfon to direct us, and ac- 
cordingly enquired whether there were any good 
lodgings to be let in the Rue de Boucherie ; for you 
muft know, we were informed, before we left 
England^ by fome gentlemen, who faid they knew 
Taris perfeftly well, that we fhouH take up our 
fcfidence in that part of the' town. The banker 
fmiled at the queftion. He told us, that the 
Englijb gentlemen had d^ferted that famous ftreet 
ever fince harlequin at the //^//^w comedy, in making 
love to his miftrefs, informed her, among other 
profeflions of his paffion, that he loved her as vio^ 
Icntly as my Lord Anglois did the Rue 3e Boucherie^ 
He added, that he would take care to fix us in 
a proper lodging, and accordingly conduced us 
to Peyri Bagncur^ iii the Rn: Dauphinej. who ac- 
comodated us with good apartments. Our next 
care was to equip ourfelves in the fafhion of the 
country. We fent for a taylor, and Jack Commons 
who jabbers a little French, direfted him to make 
us two fuits,. which were brought us home the next 
morning at ten o'clock, and made compleat French-- 
men of us. Bui for my part, I was fo damned un- 
cafy in a full-drefTed coat, with hellifh long fkirts^ 
which I had never been ufcd to> that I thought 

myfclf 



Digitized by 



Google 



til THE GRAY VINN JOURNAL. 

myfelf as much deprived of my liberty, as if I had 
been in the Bajiile. I frequently fighed for my 
little loofc frock, which I look upon as an emblem 
of our happy conftitution; for it lays a man under 
no uneafy reftraint, but leaves it in his power to 
do as he pleafes. I muft not forget to inform you, 
that we hired a Swifs fervant, whom they call 
Valet de Place ; and to him we entrufted the ma- 
nagement of every thing, which faves a great 
deal of trouble. I really believe the fellow to be 
extremely honeft, for I do not find that I Ipcid 
more money here than in Dmdon. As it is abfo- 
lutely neceflary to have a coach while in Parisy wc 
engaged a r^wj/ir during our ftay, and indeed it 
was indifpenfably incumbent upon us to fet up an 
equipage, for we' commenced lords immediately 
Upon entering the Fauxbourg St. Germain. The 
people think, every man, who looks aukwardj 
and throws away his money, an Z:«^/^lord; nay^ 
they are fo liberal of this title> that they call the 
Eng/ijb taylors and peruke-makers, who fome- 
times pay them a vifit, des f elites my lords. You 
may believe, my friend^ I was very defu-ous to fee 
their theatrical entertainments. I have indeed 
been at one or other of theiln every night. They 
are d — d ftrange. Sir; not the thing, by any 
means. I do not, it is true, underftand the Ian 
guage, but their manner is quite different from 

ours. 
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ours. The players feldom or ever throw out the 
voice with any vehemence, but fpeak in as natural 
a manner, as if they were off the ftage : that would 
not be borne with us» However, the French arc 
pleafed with it, as they know no better. The firft 
time I was at the play-houfe, I imagined there had 
been a riot the night before; for I obfei-ved there 
were no benches in the pit : but, in this I was niif- 
taken. There never are any feats in that part of 
the houfe: the rcafon is, I fuppofe^i becaufe a 
Frenchman cannot fit ftill during the performance. 
Withrelpeft to the manner of living, it is intole- 
rable. I flioBld have been ftarved, if I had not 
luckily got acquainted with an Irijh Abbe of Lom^ 
hard'CoUege, one Mr. M^Manus, a very good fort 
of a man, though a popifti prieft. He has a curfed 
queer way of talking indeed j his accent being a 
mixture of the Brogue and the French cadence, and 
his phrafes generally literal tranflations from the 
French. He is notwithftanding a d — d honed fel- 
low, and will get drunk with any of his friends at 
a minute's warning. If it had not been for this 
gentleman, who condufted me to a little place, 
kept by one Kemj>^ where I got a leg of mutton 
and turnips, and beef-ftakes, 1 fhould have been 
obliged to fet out poft for England. *Tis true, 
upon honour. My life was at flake. I could by 
po means live upon thcxrjoup and bully^ and kick- 
Vol. V. I (haws. 
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(haws made of ftinking meat. Their wines, il| 
muft be allowed, are pretty enough, when one is 
ufed to them J but at firft they feem prodigious^ 
weak : they have not half the body of our wineg 
in England: but, that is eafUy accounted for, the 
beft growth being always fent to us; at leaft Fenor- 
bles and ^omkii^s tell me fo. In mentioning Ke^p'^, 
I fhould have told you of an ugly.iirape I had like 
to have fallen in^o. I got into company with aix 
officer of the Scoffb troops in the French king*s fei:- 

, vice, and I began to hum him about par^y affairs ; 
but, he foojn gave me to undcrfta^id that I was on 
the wrong fide the w^ter for that fun, and infifted, 
that I fhould give immediate fatisfaftion. I rc- 
flefted that it would be confoundedly filly, to get 
pinked in a popifti country, where they would not 
aUow me chrifl:ian burial j and fo I aflccd his par- 
don and the affair was made up, by the mediation 
of Abbe M^Manus, This has cured me from at- 
tempting any fport of that kind while I flay here. 
You will be furpri?ed, perhaps, that I give you 
no account of the people, To tell you the truthj^ 

. my friend, I do not know any of them. I went 
once to an ordinary, and the company were fo re- 
markably civil tp me, that I began to think they 
had a defign upon me; but my friend. Jack Com- 
mons, who has fludied the law, and knows thefe 
^hings, tells me^^ thisexceflivepolitenefsproceec^s 
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fibm their living under an arbitrary government, 
I cannot help laughing at the immenfe number of 
Chevaliers de St. Z^«/V, which I meet every where. 
Thefe gentlemen are as numerous here, as knights 
have been in the city of Lcndotiy fince the year 
fbrty-three. They wear a little enamelled crofV 
hanging to a red ribbon, which is fixed in a button- 
hole of the coat J and moft of them h^^ve a ftreak 
of dirt on their white filk-ftockings, about an inch 
above the fhoe; wjiich, I fuppofe, is part of the 
order. As to the government of this county^ I 
have not thought it worth my while to enquire 
about it : I am fatisfied with old England, and there 
will end my days. I have had very few amourg 
fince I left England, for I do not know how it is, 
I am rather (hy of the women here, they ^re fo de- 
vilifli iprightiy. I know three or four of them, 
whom my barber recpmrnended me to, but they 
are not of the firft dafs . 

To conclude, Mr. M^Mams has carried me 
through all the curiofities in and about P^m, and 
now my time lies heavy on my hands. As 1 have np 
acquaintance, and am unwilling to enter hito any 
connedion with people in a ftrange country, I am 
at a lols what to do with myfelf in an evening. 
The day I contrive to pafs away tolerably. I faun- 
tcr in the Tuilleries till dinner, which brings all the. 
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Englijh together at Kent's i from thence we adr^ 
journ to Procope^Sy until it is time to go to the 
play, which kills the time to about half an hour 
after eight. When the aftors difmifs us, wc arc 
perplexed to determine how wefhall difpofc of our- 
felves, and are, in the end, obliged, in our own 
defence, to return to Kemp% and play a game at 
whift. This way of life will not do with me : in 
about a fortnight you may expeft to fee me, when 
we will laugh Over thefeftrangc fccnesat the Shakc^'^ 
/jpear. 

lam ftncerely yoursy &c. 

GEORGE BRITON, 



Cjoc^o o$c(>)p 
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Saturday y Jan. 20, 1752. 



Ecce inter pocula quarunt 



Romulidafaturu qui diapoemata narrent. 

Persius. 

THE club, of which I Jim a member, and of 
which I have already given fome account in 
this paper, is not a confederacy in riot and debau- 
chery: It was inftituted with a view of enjoying a 
pleafing converfe, rather than of contending with 
each other for the renown of the moft potent con- 
ftitution, or the moft capacious fwallow. Ac- 
cordingly ourdifcourfe generally turns upon fome 
topic, that may ferve to difclofe the humours of 
mankind, or carry our tafte in the polite arts to a 
greater degree of relRnement. 

An evening of this fort I w^s fure to enjoy at 
our laft meeting. The chair was filled by Mr. 
Candid^ whom I have formerly defcribcd as a very 
odd critic, good nature and knowledge being pe- 
culiarities remarkable in his charafter. As foon 
as the mutual civilities were exchanged between 
the company, this gentleman acquainted us with 
an occurence of a very extraordinary nature. As 

I 3 he 
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he was walking in the Piazzas ztCovent-Garden^ he 
perceived a man extremely bufy in pafting up 
againft the wall, advertifements of fo Angular z 
purport, that he was induced to beg one of them^ 
which was read out to the club, and was in fub- 
ftance as follows^ 

^ Lately launched at Deptfordj a fhip called the 
^' Pantcmimey now lying at Iron-gaPty whereof is 
^ owner John Lun^ burthen feveii hundred tons; 
'' mounts four and thirty guns, and bound direftly 
" for the Souib-Seas, in quell of monfters of all 
*^ forts; to cruize for fome time in thofe parts, and 
f* thence to bear away to the unknown world; in 
*' her homeward voyage to touch upon the coaft^ 
** oiAfta and Africa^ and return home north about 
" in order to ttock our theatres with the wildefl 
*' exotics that can be met with. Good encourage- 
*' ment will be given to all feafaring men, who will 
*^ fhip themfelves on board the Pantomime above- 
•* mentioned; and, as a corps of marines will be 
" requifite, difeppointed fortune-hunters, broken 
" gamefters, hen-peck*d hulbands,. under-aftors> 
" &c. ftall be received, and enter into commifllon 
*' forthwith,- 

^^ N. B. For further particulars, apply to any 
•♦ of the brokers on Change, at Sam's coffcc-houfe, 

George's 
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^ Gearge*s Tmple-Bar, the Bedford, or the ftage- 
** door of the theatre in Covent-Garden.'* 

This piece of intelligence gave no imall afto- 
iiilhment to the reft of the company. Our chair- 
man declared, he had feen fo many ftringe turns 
in Iife> that he did hot doubt but it would be ab- 
folutely carried into execution: he added, that 
It would certainly draw prodigioiis hoilfes, to have 
it mentioned in the play -bills, that the principal 
parts^ ih a riew critertainment, will be performed 
by a wonderful Armadillo from Brqfil, a Serpent^ 
from the rivfer Oron'oqke, the fartious Lantbom^ 
Fly fronl Peru, a Mermaid from the Ladrones 
yiandsy afurprifmg Cdmel, a Rhihoceros, and many 
horrible animals, teing tbiir firft appearance on tbc 
Englijbfiagh 

Mr. Candid proceeded to oblervcf, that poor 
Sbakejpeare, who ufed to flourifli, like the thorn at 
Clafttmhury, in the depth of winter, muft be now 
entirely dcftroyed. T*o prevent, as far as in him 
lay, this threatning mifchief, he informed us, 
that he has drawn up, with no fmall pains, a pam- 
phlet entitled, A modeft propojal againft abolijhing 
nature, and Shakefpeafe, at this jun£lurey addreffed 
to David Garrick; Efq. with whoni he hoped it 
would have due weight, the performances of that 
1 4 gentle- 
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gentleman having difplayed a true relifh for the 
maftcrly touches of that inimitable poet. 

*^ And now^ fincc I have mentioned Mn Gar^ 
*' rick,*' continued hcj " I had rather fee him come 
" out from the murder of 2)i/»r<a» in the charader 
*^ of Macbeth, with the daggers in his hands> than 
" behold a fountain of tin playing in jetteaus, a 
*' real cafcade, or a country-dance by all the mon- 
" fters of the creation. 1 may be out in my tafte, 
'^ but, there are (Irokcs of nature in the playjufl: 
" mentioned, which I fhall always refle6l upon 
" with pleafurej though I cannot help wonder- 
" ing, that Garrick, who always ftrikes out the 
" brighteft ideas, fhould attach himfelf to the 
•' common reading of a line in the part of Mac- 
*^ ie/h, when a more noble meaning is to be ex- 
" traded from the fame paffage. The lines I 
" mean, are, when he looks at his hands, ind 
** breaks out into the following fpccch. 

FFill all great Neptunc'j ocean ivajh this blood 
Clean from my hand ? No ; — this my hand will rather 
The multitudinous fea incarnadine. 
Making the green one red. 

" The laft line is generally pronounced, as \{ Sbake- 
"Jpear meant, the Green-one, which, after the 
" pompous expreffion of the multitudinous /<w, 
*• would render it liable to the imputation of an 

anti- 
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** anticlimax ; whereas, if it be underftood, as 
*^ making the ^r^^,— one red, i. e. the colour of 
^* the fea, which is of itfelf green, one intire uni- 
*^ verfalredi it would clofe the paflagewith adig- 
*' nity refponfive to what precedes, and adequate 
'' to the vaftnefs of Shakejpeare\ conception. In 
" this view, the expreflion not only keeps up the 
" image imprefled upon the mind, by the term 
" MULTITUDINOUS fca, but alfo heightens the 
*' horror of Macbeth^ crime j the blood he has 
" fpilt being fufficient to convert the natural co- 
*^ lour of the whole ocean into— one red." 

This interpretation may, perhaps, not appear 
Orthodox to thofe who are bigotted to Play-houfe 
tradition : by our whole club it was thought ex- 
tremely juft. Mr. Flafticky the Shaftsjburian 
philofopher, received it with an air of enthufiafm ; 
declaring, that it fuggefted an idea, which ex- 
panded the imagination, the more he dwelt upon 
it. After this, he offered fome doubts, concern- 
ing a paflage in the fame play, of which he con- 
ceived the meaning, though he^did not fee the 
propriety and confidence of the figures. The 
lines hinted at are in Macheth's foliloquy concern- 
ing the deed he was to perpetrate. 

/ have no fpur 

To prick the Jides of my intent y but only 

Vaults 
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Faulting ambitioHy which cW^kaps Itfilf^ 
And f alii $n the other — 

tAr. Candid immediately reafiumed the dil- 
courfc. *' The firft thing to be obferved, faid he^ 
*^ is the rapidity of Shake/pearls imagination, and 
** the quick fucccfflon of ideas, with which it fup- 
** plied him. The metaphorical efxpreflion in th^* 
^ verfc, — I have no fpur to prick the fides of my in-- 
•^ tent^ — gave occafion to the figure in the fuc- 
•* ceeding line. But vaulting ambition, whicb 
•* o^er-leaps itfelf and falls on the other. — ^The al- 
** lufion is to a managed bor/e, and ambition is re- 
*^ prcfented as aperfon, who, endeavouring to 
*^ vault into the feat, by the violence of his ef- 
** fort, overleaps himfelf, and falls quite on the 
^' otherfide/* 

The whole company was much pleafed with 
the light thrown upon this paflkge. Our Shafts^ 
burian philofopher obferved, that the interpreta- 
tion is perfeftly applicable to the circumft^ces 
and conduft of Macbeth ; when Mr. Allcajby the 
citizen, interpofcd, and told us, that, for his part^ 
he did not mind your plays much : hd went to 
fee Garrick at Goodman^ s-fieldsy and could not help 
laughing to fee the people cry at King Lear^ when 
he knew it was all a play, and he paid his money 

for 
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for it. This contributed to ruffle the temper of 
Mr. Plaftick^ who inftantly harangued upon the 
public fenfey the moral fenfei and the internal fenfe& 
Mr. Allcajh was not to be beat out of his way J 
inftead of paying any deference to this doftrinej 
he defired an explanation of a line in Othelloi 
where lago fays, fVbo fteals tny purfe fteals trajb^ ? 
Uis fometbingy nothing. " Is there not, faid he^ 
•* fome miftakey in Galling money trajb, 2ind/ome^ 
^' thing nothing?" 

The chairman fmileci at this obf*ervation, whieh- 
te promifcd to confider at his leifure, and for the 
prefent, proceeded to give a correftion of a rttif'- 
take in the play of Othello^ in the fifth a£fc oi 
which lago fays to Roderigo, 

i have ruhVd this gnat almoj} to the/enfe^ 
And he gr (rubs angry. 

The common editions give us the finds in this 
manner, and Mr. Warburton has done the fame. 
^heohald is the only editor who faW the abfurdity^ 
9"(? rub a gnat, as he obferves, though ever fo 
gently, would rub it out of all fenfe, and would 
efFeftually kill it. Yet, though he perceived the 
error, it feems, he knew not how to mend ir» 
The quarto editions, Mr. Candid told us, inftead 
oi gnat, read quat^ or ^uoti *^but Theobald, con^ 

tinued 
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tinued he, " not knowing the meaning of the 
*^ word, alters it to knot^ the name of a bird, and 
** has a long note to juftify the corrcftion. But 
•* the old books are perfe£Uy right, a quaty or quoty 
** being a fmall heat or pimple, which by itch- 
•* ing, provokes us to fcratch it, and when 
*^ rubbed to the quick or fenfe, it becomes hot 
^ and angry. The word has not perhaps the au- 
•* thority of any contemporary writer, but muft 
** certainly be Shake/pear e'sy as it is ftill ufcd in 
** JVarwickJhirey the native country of the old 
** bard j and in Nortbamptonjhirey where I pafled a 
** good many months a few years fince, it ftill 
*' carries with it the meaning already afligncd 
« to it." 

Our chairman ceafed here. I am apt to think, 
that many paffages of the poet, feemingly cor-* 
rupted, are to be ill u ft rated, not from books, but 
from the cuftoms and dialed of the people; many 
of the terms, which appear quite antiquated and 
obfolete, being, as I am informed, ftill ufed in 
the northern parts of the kingdom. 

Our refearches into literature ended here, and 
the company immediately withdrew, like fatisfied 
guefts. If my readers rife from the perufal of this 
lucubration with the fame relilh, I fliall have 
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gained the end propofed by this account of our 
(ranfa^fUons. 

TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

Extract of a Letter from Dublin. 

Dear Charlbsj 

YO U will undoubtedly be informed by the 
public papers, long before this can reach 
your hands, of the converfion of that excellent 
aftrefs, Mrs. Wofington^ who is at prefcnt highly 
admired here for. her admirable performances. 
Various are the conjeftures concerning the mo- 
tives, which induced her to renounce the errors 
of the church of Rome\ but the moft probable 
opinion is, that fome eminent lawyers advifcd her 
to this ftep, in order to qualify her to wear a 
fword in the charafters of Sir Harry Wildair and 
Lothario i which Ihe could not fafely attempt as a 
papift, it being highly penal in this kingdom for 
^Y one of the Romijh communion to carry arms. 

Drury-Lane and Covent'^Garden 
The run of Pantomimes not over yet. 

O Shakefpcare ! O Johnfon ! 
Rejly refty perturbed fpiriu^ 

NUM- 
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NUMBER. XV. 

$fityrdayt Jan. jty, 1752. 
! ■■ I Uabiiurque Umtia Jumpta pudenter. 



HOR, 

MY Paper of laft Saturdiy contained an 
account of the tr^aftions of our club j and 
jfis an incident oiFered, after it broke up, which 
gave rife to the {peculation of this day, I beg that 
this paper may be received as a fcquel to it. 

The majority of our worthy members returned 
home, rather fooner than is ufual with them ; at 
length, ^ Mr. Candid and myfelf were the only two 
remaining. As we drew nearer to the fire, and to 
each other^ our hearts began to throw off all re- 
ferve. The convetfation, which before was vague 
and upon general topicks of literature, became 
gradually more confined, and at length centered 
wholly on ourfelves. Mr. Candid^ amongfi othef" 
particulars, began to congratulate with me on my 
addrefs and reputation as a writer, arid the credit 
he was pleafed to fay I had acquired, in conduc- 
ing the paper which bears my name. Your repu- 
tation, Mr. Ranger J fays he, is at preftnt in its 
?arly blooms the afped of the public fhines on youj^ 
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Digitized by 



Google 



No. 15. THE GRAY'S INN JOURNAL. 117 

^th a cheering influence and warmth. But you 
arc not to imagine, it will be always thus. Th* 
fty may be ovcrcaft, and th« enlivening radiance 
intercepted; a chilling froft may unexpeftedly 
fucceed, and nip all your bloffoms in the bud^ 
To drop the metaphor, continued he, the coun- 
tenance and encouragement of the public may be 
l^ithi^awn, and at a time when you are exerting 
all your talents to deferve and fecure it. Popular 
favour, and popular prejudice, are the moft ca- 
pricious things imaginable. Difguft will often 
arife, where no fatiety has been given; and mutual 
confidence and good liking will unaccountably de- 
generate to coldnefs, fufpicion, and indifference* 
Yet, it may be difficult to fay, from whence thii 
alteration is occafionedj or, whether it is owing 
to the pretenfibns of the writer, or the reader; but 
in this cafe perhaps, as in moft others, there may 
be faults on both fides. Exorbitant claims are not 
fo eafily adiufted; efpecially where the parties are 
equally unwilling to recede from their pr^fumptive 
rights. The author is often unreafonable in his 
demands for fame; and the public as hard to be 
gratified in ^heir expedlation of pleafure. You 
jire, at prefent, confidered as a new writer; the 
4eUc4cies you regale the town with, arc a difh yn- 
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thought of by your fcllow-catercrs for the gene« 
ral entertainment. But thefe in time will become 
familiar to our tafte -, your wit will then be cen- 
fured to have loft its poignancy, and your humour 
its relifh. I was going to make a fuitable reply 
to fo obliging an encomium, when my friend pre- 
vented me, by obferving that the evening was now 
far advanced ; and that it became us, as Originals, 
not to prolong our compotations to the modern 
midnight hours of converfation. 

In retiring to my chambers, I could not forbear 
ruminating on the fentiments of my penetrating 
acquaintance j and refolved to throw together a 
few reflexions upon what may be ternied novelty 
in writing. 

I think then that judicious imitation either of 
antient or modern ftandards, ought not to be ftig- 
matized as larceny in an author. He is certainly 
at liberty to draw from any excellent model, 
whom he chufcs to copy ; and that without in- 
curring the ignonunious appellation of a plagiary 
or a tranfcriber. Univerfal cuftom will juftify 
the praftice. All the imitative arts may be more 
particularly termed fo, as the feveral matters have 
frequently worked after a plan, that was firft 
Iketched out by fome diftinguilhed original. The 

faiTic 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ko.i;. THE GRAY'S INN JOURNAL. 12^ 

fame defign, diverfified indeed with newer decora- 
tions, as genius or invention prompted, may be 
traced in the different performances of fubfequent 
artifts ; fometimes extended by the addition of 
circumftanceSj which naturally grew out of the 
work; or con traded, by pruning the luxuriarit 
branches, and retrenching what appeared fuper- 
fluous and unneceffary. 

This general and diftant imitation, it will be 
readily owned, is allowable and juft; is what 
cannot perhaps be eafily avoided, where the fub^ 
jeft is treated with propriety, and according to 
the rules of art. Thus Virgil followed Homer j 
thus jfddi/bn will always be regarded as the pat<-> 
tern either of grave, or of humorous fpeculation j 
and Cervantes will ever be a faithful guide to thq 
adventurer in comic romance. 

But there is another kind of imitation, which ia 
more direft and literal, and confifts in adopting 
the fentiments and phrafe of others. Of this the 
legality is yet a queftion. The prafkice is gene'* 
rally judged to denote poverty of thought, and 
defeft of imagination in the writer. The cen- 
fure is perhaps too rigid, or at leaft may be mo- 
derated by fome qualifying confiderations that 
fuggeft themfclves to our impartial attention. 

Vol. V. K The 
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The transfufion of wit from one language int() 
another, when done with elegance and eafe, has 
been feldqm turned to the difparagernent of the 
author who has abilities to do it, efpecially if the 
Ipirit is not fuifered to evaporate, but retains aH 
the fprightilinefs and vigour which it poffeffed iu 
the original. The fentence which I |iavc placed 
at the head of this paper is an indulgence to aq 
author, either for reviving obfolete and anti- 
quated expreflions, or for the importation of new 
ones, if the liberty be ufed with mpdefty and dif- 
cretion. What Horace has thus obferved with re- 
gard to words only, may by parity of reafon be ap- 
plied to fentiment and thought. 

If the language is enriched by the addition of 2^ 
fingle term or phrafe, our ftock^ of knowledge is 
made ftill more exuherant, by introducing a fuc- 
ceflion of new ideas ; in proportion as the value 
of an ingot is fuperior to a fingle coin. To dif- 
cover a new and uncommon vein of thinking up- 
on ordinary and beaten topics, requires that crea- 
tive power of imagination, which Nature has im.- 
, parted only to her favourites, and with a fnigal 
fparing hand. Authors of inferior genius have 
caficr methods affigned them in their purfuit of 
fame- It muft be their merit to feleft the moft 
agrcpable ipiag^ry, to give delicate ^nd graceful 
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turns to obvious and common thoughts ; and to 
recommend what is grpwn familiar to our imagi- 
nation, by the novelty and advantage of drefs. A 
ftatue which we have ceafed to look on with the 
eyes of admiration, when removed to another 
point of view, Ihall ftrike us with frefli pleafure 
and delights a pleafure which refults entirely 
from the novelty and change of pofitioh. 

There is a couplet in Pope^ which 1 beg leave to 
produce, as applicable to the fentiments ad- 
vanced. 

ITrue Wit is Nature to advantage drefs'd^ 

What oft was thought^ but ne^er fo well exprefs^d. 

And this very fentiment, which I mention only 

as relative to the fubjeft, and which, on iny other 

occafion, I (hould have induttrioufiy concealed, 

our ingenious poet has taken from a- remark of 

Boileau. Writers who argue with precifion will 

often unavoidably fall into a coincidence of 

thought: nature and truth are invariable; and 

when feveral piftures are taken of the fame ob- 

je6t, if they are juft copies of the original, they 

will necefrarily have a likenefs to each other. I 

might add likewife, how difficult it is to offer 

what has. not yet been faid by any one, on fubjefts. 

t/iat appear exhaufted. 

K 2 A htt- 



Digitized by 



Google 



i^2 THE GRAY's-INN JOURNAL.. 

A humorous acquaintance^ who often talks to^ 
ine on this hcad> lays it down as an indilputable 
principle, that compofition is only ^he art q£^ 
ftealing wifely : and indeed, as masters are uiually 
managed by our worthy fraternity of authors, if 
we ftrike out the laft word^^ his definition is per- 
fe£Uy unexceptionable. I make theix no fcruple 
to declare, that I look on all the wit, and all the 
humour, in antient or moderQ languages, as good 
and lawful prize j and that I fhaU freely convert 
them to my own ufe, and the public emolument^ 
but then I will take care to do it in fuch a manner 
as (hall refleft no difgrace upon the author from, 
whom I borrow it ; anc^ if he comes at any time, 
either in perfon, or by his attorney, to demand hi& 
property, he (hall find it employed in the very 
way which he himfelf would chufe. 

Having faid this, I give public notice of this^ 
my intention to Mr. ^own ^fid all his, adherents,^ 
?ind I advife them withal to keep a good Ipol^-Qut^ 
ij;i Qrdcr to detcft and expofe ^e^ 
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K U M B E R XVL 

Saturday^ Feb. 3, i75i2# 
y • ' ^ Varh muUum diverja palate^ 

HOR. 

SINCE Tttf firft ehtcrirtg \3p0h the province of 
a periodical writer, I have been very inquifi- 
tivc concerning hiyfelf. While I have been eh-^' 
deavouring to glean chara<5ters and other mate* 
rials for the embTellifhment of my paper> I have 
made it my bufinefs at the fame time, to colleft 
ioU the intelligence I could in relation to the prefent 
'writer. With this view^ I have fpent two-pence 
in every coffee-houfe withip the bills of mortality. 
1 have ftood liftening in all quarters of the town 
to the noife of fame; as the lion is faid, when he 
has fili'd the foreft with terror^ to flop ihort in his 
career, iii order to obfcrve the eflcfts of that alarm 
H^bich his roaring has occafioned among the te*^ 
nants of the wood» Some, I find, are pleafed 
that a fatyrift is ftalking abroad 1 others are afraid 
^ coming under his lafhi and different reports 
prevail in different quarters. In one part of the 
town I am a black man, in another a fair one ; 
nowuill, nowfhort; now fat, now lean; Englijh^ 
StoUb, and Irijh by turns. At Sam*s coffee-houfe, 
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in the city, I have a place at the Cuftom-houfe - 
at BatjQfC% I am a phyficiail withotit prafticc. 
From thence my confequence grows lefs by dcr- 
/grees, and dwindles all along Cbeapfide and Fleets 
jireet \ infomuch that my Ipirits would fubfide to 
a very low ebb, did not my reputation again ftart 
up at the coffVe-houfes about the Temple. la 
tliofc regions I am reprefented in various lights 
and no later than yefterday, I over-heard a fobcr- 
looking man faying to his friend, *' I am not fond 
" of giving any body an ill word, but I believe 
" him to be an attorney." From Temple-Bar 
weftward, my name gathers ftrength and luftre. 
When it reaches the Bedford^ " I am a damned fine 
" fellow, that have feen a great deal of the world, 
" KiLLtD my man, debauched my girl, intrigued 
*' with a countefs, cuckolded an alderman, 
" an excellent bottle-companion ; a wit, a blood, 
*^ a mimic, and what not ?" Were I a dupe to 
popularity, I (hould certainly derive a very exqui- 
fite plcafure from thefe various defcripiiuns, as I 
flatter myfelf that a perfonmuft have fome degree 
of importance, before he can thus become the 
topic of general converfation. There is another, 
circumftance which does not a little adminifter to 
my plcafure; and that is, the variety of unknown 
correfpondcnts, from whom I am frequently ho- 
noured with epiftles in this my public capacity. 
/ Seme 
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Some of thefc gentlemen are fo obliging as to pay 
their compliments to my excellent Jalentsi but all 
llich tokens of civility, I beg leave to fupfjrefs^ 
nor fhali I take this opportunity to write in terms 
of adulation, under an imagined charader to my- 
felf; though I know it is the praftice of many bro- 
ther authors, and though I am not infenfible of 
the delegable founds, " Dear Ranger ^ your pre- 
" deceflbr the Nailery ^c/' ori y your brother 
*' eflayift Mr! MJi/bn, figfr." or, " the fublimity 
^' of your genius, the delicacy of your wit, the irre- 
•* fiftible poignancy of your humour.—^ am your 
" Eternal admirer ancj conftant reader." Some- 
thing in this ftile would, I muft own, play agreea ! 
bly about the heartftrings, ind give a luftre to 
liiy reputation ; but I fhall at prefcnt have thct 
fcif -denial to refift this flattering temptation. I 
cannot, however, controul myfelf fo far, as to 
\vithhold from my readers a fpecimen of the mif- 
cellaneous correfpondence, with which I ani ho-- 
nrtured, and of which I Ihall fay in the words of 
Martial^ 



Sunt bancy funt quadam mtdiocfiay funt mala mult^ 
^ Slua lips hicy alitcr mnfity aviUy liber* 
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To Charles Ranger^ Ef^. 

If the account Jroo give of the charafters, that 
figure iki various parts of this great town, be in 
any degfec trut^, 1 muft fay that yotir paper has 
contributed much to my entertainment. But 
pray, who fe Mr* Town ? what fort of a man is 
he ? I wifli you would fo defcribc him, that I 
may know his perlbn^ If you comply with this, 
you wiU oblige, Tiurj^ 6ff . 

I fliall give my correfpondent a fuller defcrip- 
tion of Mr. Town in the words oiDryien^ " Le-" 
*\ gion's his name, a people in a man ;*" Charles at 
the Bedford will fliew him to the ctrrious any even- 
iflg, after the play, when they wiU hear much pee« 
Tiih criticifm* 

Mn Rakger, 

Several people have taken oficnce at your wri- 
tings, imagining that they contain oblique ftrokes 
upon particular charaders. I have been kicked, 
three times already upon a fuppofition that I am 
tjie author. Pray, Sir, be fb good as to take the 
honour to yourfelf, and you will y^ muck 
oblige The Injured^ 

Thomas Lyric. 
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To Charles RamcbRj E/q. 

Silt, 

I am of that (cA of philo'Ibphers, who hold the 
tenets of Pythagoras. Since my arrival in town 1 
have met with an inconteftaWe proof of their vali- 
dity. I went the other night to fee Mr. Garricki 
in the charader of Richard the Third, and I am 
fure he was poffeffed of the very foul o£ Richards 
Pray, Mf. Ranger , does not this confirm die doc- 
trine of the Metcmpficofis ? Your opinion on 
this head will oblige, Sir, 

Tour moji obedient fervant^ 

If this gentleman will fee Mr. Garrtck this even- 
ing in the charadcr of Macbeth, he will think him 
poflTefled of another foul, and indeed he will be 
apt to entertain the fame perfuafion, as often as 
that excellent aftor spears in a new fbape. 

Having thus acquitted myfelf to my eorre^on- 
dents^ I think proper, in order to fhow how glad 
I fliall be of future contributions, to put out? 
the following declaration. 

If any gentlemen writers, or others, have a mind 
to ferve thq caufe of Wit, and pull down the em- 
pire 



Digitized by 



Google 



IjS Ttte GkAf 's-INN JOURNAL; 

pirc of DuUnefsj if anjr Templers prefer Sake/peat- 
to lord Cokei if any attorney's clerk pens a ftanza 
inftead of engrolTing; if any wife have tcTo little 
hiifband, or any hulband t06 mtlch wife; if any 
old maid is angry with the men, or any man juftl^ 
inccnfcd againft coquettes; if afty nobleman is 
troubled with an itch of fcribbling, of any perfon 
of genius has a mind to try his hand in fecret; in 
fhort, if any people whatever have a fmattering of 
wit, humour, or raillery, let them repair to Mr. 
William Fad^Hy printer, in tVine-O^ce-Courty 
Fleet 'ftreety and they fhall have prefent relief and 
entertainment; and immediately upon their ap- 
pearance. in the Grafs-Inn Journal xhty will com- 
mence authors of the firft magnitude. 

VivaiRe:f, 

TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

Frcm my Regijler Office^ Feb. lO.- 

1 Ihall this day give ^ farther account of the 
feminaries in this metropolis. 

tiatfon's in ComhtlL 

This place is the grand difpenfatory of life and 
death. Upon any emergence, there are always 
fifty or fixty phyficians, reading the newfpapers, 
and waking for a call : fo that in cafe of ^ goal- 
diftemper, a city fcaft, or a good bleak north- 
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caft wind, timely affiftance may be had by fending 
to this academy. From the' cdre of health, a 
tranfition is frequently made to iht'flamina or life 
of books, plays and pamphlets 5 Htppacrates and 
Gden^ Arijiotle znA Boffu^ are promifcuoufly quoted 
by the gentlemen of the faculty. Here, at any 
time, may be had a receipt for a bolusy or an epic 
poem; for an elixir falutis, or a tragedy-bowl of 
poifonj and it is agreed by all, that Mercury fhould / 
interfere but feldom, either in life or on theftagej 

NecDeus interfit nifi dignus vindict nodus. 

Grecian Coffce-houfe. 
Though we are all voluntiers in literature, ne- 
ver was an army under jufter regulation, or fo 
ftriftly obfervant of difcipline. The general has 
made a judicious choice of officers. Captain 
^ibhle commands the light body ofpuns; the ca- 
valry o[ bor/e- laughs is given to brigadier Lungs; 
the main body of bulls is direfted by lieutenant 
general Manewell^ and major Sly is promoted to 
the regiment oi double-entendres. There are befides 
feveral faggots, and falfe-mufters, which the ge- 
neral thinks proper to connive at. 

Johns Coffee-houfe^ Swetlng^s-alhy. 
Since the death of the venerable Mrs. Shiptonj, 
•f pious memory y our affairs have been conducted 

with 
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vrith great regularity under the judicious ma- 
nagement of RoUn. The upper apartment is fre- 
quented by all-feeing politicians> and commercial 
fages. There are befides> feveral choice fpirits^ 
whO) having a peculiar t^c in drefs, are pleaied 
with the opportunity of exhibiting their perfbns 
to advantage^ in gracefully tripping up fhirs^ 
while the more humble^ whofe genius does not 
exceed the fhnartnefs of a cut iob^ are content to 
ppre over the daily intelligence in the lower re- 
gions> to the no fmall detriment of their eyes. 

Sam*s Coffit'houjii, Cbange-allep 
This place is a nurfety of rri/w> hucks^ bloods^ 
poUticianSy JewSy SLtidJiock-jobiers, Mcgor is highly 
alert in handing books> poems^ and tradbs of all 
forts to the fhidents, according to their refpedive 
inclinations to the perufal of pamphlets, or the 
deeper refearches into fyftems of philofophy. In 
fhort, this place, like George's zt Temple bar^ is afc* 
minary, from which the town will be annually fup- 
pled with every fpecies of genius* 
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NUMBER XVU.. 

Saturiny^ Feb. lo, X75a» 

1 ■■ ■ ^onclamant qre St^biftit^ 

Juv. 

MY Readers are by this time fufiiciently ac-» 
qyainted with many little focieties in thisi 
town: I fliall thi? day prefcnt them an account of 
a very extraordinary college, called the Robin Hoodjf 
a fociety, in its inftitntipp and principlcsj^ fo very 
pctraordinary, that nothing to compare with it 
(ran b^ found in any part of ;h? known world. 

Robin Hood fociety^ Fth. I2, 1753* 
A fociety, for free and candid enquiry^ meets; 
at this houfe every Mi^nday throughout the year» 
This day the debates were carried on with that 
^ifccrnment and good fcnfe, for which the fcyen^ 
profeflqrs are diftinguifhed. 

About feven o'clock in the evening the prefix 
dent, Timothy Meek, feated himfelf in his chair, 
With his ufual fedatenefs and compofure he con- 
pnued filent about five minutes; then rifing flowly 
began with the cuftomary ceremony, 

Prejidfnt^ Pray, gcptlem?n, be filent. 

4Mernrt 
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A Member of the club. Here, waiter, hand fomc 
porter. 

Prejident. Accomodate the gentlemen, and let 
us begin— —Pray, gentlemen, be filent.— The 
queftion, gentlemen, iSj^-^whefber tbejcripture re- 
velation would noty like that glorious luminary the 
Juity fervade and penetrate all bodies^ if it were of 
the fame divine original? The queftion, gentle- 
men, is figned, Jenkins. — Is Mr. ^m^/W here?— 
If he is, I wifti he would anfwer, for I have a very 
bad cold. No body appearing to it, it muft go 
from me, as if it were mine. — Pray, gentlemen, 

be filent the affirmatives in this queftion is, to 

confider the nature of that glorious luminary the 
fun, and alfo — pray be filent gentlemen — the na- 
ture of the gofpel exhibition; and they is to pon- 
derate how far they agrees, and the negatives is 
to confider the fame, and by this collifion, it is 

poflible, the truth may be bolted out. Pray be 

filent gentlemen, — Hem ! — do you chufe to fpeak. 
Sir? 

Oliver Cantwell. In handlins: this arorument, 
Mr. Prefidenty I fhall beg leave to fet out with 
what may.feem not very appbfite to the purpofe^i 
but it will lead into many reflections, which will 
gppear npt wholly foreigrj to the poiot. King 

Jams 



Digitized by 



Google 



f^o. 17, THE GRAY's-INN JOURNAL, 143 

James L was the worft Mgharch that ever fat on 
the throne of thelp realms, He was a pedantick, 
grammatical, pragmatical, tyrannical King, and 
his fon Charles was defervedly brought to the 
block by that great man Oliver Cromwell. The 
feeds of popery were fown in all the Stuart race ; 
the Jefuits know this perfeftly well, and if there is 
.one here at^prefent, let him rife and ccntradidt 
me if he can, 

Pre/tdent. Time, Sir; do you chufe to fpeak. 
Sir ? Does any body on this row chufe to fpeak. 
^Mr. Mac Gregor^ do you chufe it ? 

Mr. Mac Gregor. Read the queftion. Sir, 
( quejiion read) I canno conceive why the mem- 
ber who fpoke lad, (hould go oot of his way to 
abufe the hoofe of Stuart^ but I fhall no follow 
him through all the puddle and mire it would 
lead me, were I inclined to purfue him. Touch- 
ing this quelHon, Sir^ there are three ihings to be 
confidereds the firft is the theory of vifion ; fe- 
condly the motion of the fun and planetary, fyf- 
tem j thirdly, the operations of the human mind 
with our deas fimple, complex, abitract, and con- 
ccete. With regard^ Sir, to the firft, Barclay has 
the beft account, and every body knows that the fun 
>vas ftruck out of chaos by the creative mandate 
pf the Ahi^eetv fiat i and finally it is certain, that 
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memory depends on our earlieft affociations of 
ideas, which naturally evinces Deifm, and utterly 
difcoontenances the caufe of Chriftianity, which 
fertainly is not founded on argument, Mr. Locke ^ in 
|iis chapter of Innate Ideas 

Prejidefit. Yoyr five minutes arc out, Sirj 
Do you ^hufe to fpeak ? I^qes any gentleman on 
this row chufc to fpeak ? 

, Mr. Wifeacre.—Rifes with bis eyes Jhut^ opens 
them. Read the queftion. Sir, ( ^uejiion read) 

fbuts his eyes \ faufes i opens his eyes i rNo, no-r 

thing at all i — I pafs, Sir.. 

Prefident. Pray^^ gentlemen, don't laugh;— 
ptay be filent, grntleprien > do you ^hufe to fpeak, 
rteftor? 

DoSior Talmud.''-^->^MT. Prejident^ — I am forry 
rancour and ill-nature, Mr. Prefident^ fhould pre- 
vail in this aflembly,r— Pray, gentlemen, — let us, 
gentlemen, be free from malice,*^ Do, gentle- 
men, for God's fake, Jet us be pplite, and good 
hoomored and hoomaney gentlemen, let us difcufsi 
every thing with decency, But, hein ! — . — I muft 
pbferve, Mr. Preftdentyt\i2X the obj^ftions to Re- 
Yelation arife from an ignorance of the original 
language:, in whi<?h it w^$ aommGonicat^d. For in^ 

ft^nce. 
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inftance, the paflage relating to j^^lba's yow has 
been a great fund of raillery j but wh^n we tike 
the full force of the Hebrew paflage, Eama, Jaca- 
bafay Irrauriftay Diarbuy Diotay I apprehend the 
difficulty difappears,; I am gl^d to have this op* 
partaonity of correcting thi$ miflake, which gen- 
tlemen have gone into in oppofing revelation to 
natooral religion. The light of the fcriptures, 
Mr. Vrefidenty leads to the improvement of nat^o- 
ral religion, and like the radiance of the fun, hoo^ 
manely fpeaking, does pervade all bodies that are 
not impervious. 

Prefident. I am forry, Doftor, your time is 
elapfed, 

DoSlor addrejfmg himjelf io bis next neighbour. — ^ 
The fun does pervade all bodies that are not im* 
pervious, 

Mr. Shallow^ I could wilh. Sir, that I had 
know^i of this queftion. I could have read fomc- 
thing about it j but it efcapes my memory at; pre- 
ftnt* If I had time, I could have read about it, 
Chubb fays a great deal in his book, but I own \ 
don't rccolle<5t it^ and Maridevill too, but I wifll 
I had known it before ; I muft beg to read fome 
notes, 1 have put together fince the debate, 
though I could wifh 1 had time to read about it. 

VoL.V. h Pr^ 
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Pfifident. Time, SiT j 'do yon chuft tm 

jl^. Broadhrim. Efteemrd friend, I kwt foond 
out a truthj which I oerer tdd aqy body, in mf 
life, itnd I will now tdl it to |his company.— -We 
confift (her^fore then qf thret^ fpecies, 

Pr^de^i. ^y, gentlemen^ don't I^Vgh. Pray, 
gentleman. 

Mr. Broadbrim. We conGft, as I faid, of three 
fpecies; the flefh, the fpirit, and God's grace i 
and this I never told any body in my life before, 
^d I DOW teU i( in the naii^e of cha^Qr to this 
good aifembly. 

Mr. SneerweU. Mr. Pr^fidcnt^ I have Utte to 
offer at prefent ; only I muft ohferve, that we ate 
all greatly obliged to the worthy member whq 
Ipoke laft, for his information. He tells us we 
are of three fpecies \ the flefli, the fpirit, and 
God's grace.-r— The former of thefc he poflefiea 
very amply, wx. the Qe(h, but as to the fpirit, and 
God's grace, he^ feems deftitute of bothj for, I be-r 
|ieve, if he had any fliare of either, he would not 
have ipo^e as h^ h^ dqqe. 

Orator JBtronzt. I am picafed tq fee (his aflem- 
bly ^ — you're a twig from mei a chip of the old 
^o^ at Clare-markiS. \ am (he old block, in- 
vincible 
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vincifole j — ccup de j^race as yet unanfwcrcd ; — ^wc 
sre brother rationalifts s— logicians upon funda- 
mentals J — I love ye all j— I love mankande in ge- 
ncral.' Give vm fonie of that porter. 

Pr^kkni. Pray, gentlemen, dcm't laugh j— 
gentlemen, I have a vtry bad cold* 

Oraior Bmze. I am glad to fee you joyous 1 
—the Deity is a joyous being. 

Prefident. Time, Sir* 

Orator Brcnze. Do you know who you ftop ? 
——Ill never come here again— —no the devil a 
bit. 

Ptefidint. Is there any gentleman come in 
fince this debate, that chufes to fpeak ?-*">—Pr^y, 
gentlemen, be filenta— you'll pleafe to take my 
watch^ that I mayn't tranfgrefs my time« 

The affirmatives in this queflion has endea- 
voured to invalidate the gofpcl exhibition 1 but as 
one gentlemen has obfcrved, many miftakes arifes 
from the ignorance of the Hebrev; i and to be fure, 
we does lie under that difadvantage, whiqh is 
however in fome fort removed by the notes in 
Stackbotif^% bible. There is a writer, Mounfeer 
Du Pin, who, though of the Rmijb communioix, 

L 2 nwy 
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may be allowed fometimes to (peak truth, diough 
his arguments often militates againft himfelf, and 
I does upon the whole apprehend, that revelatioq, 
or the gofpel exhibition, like that glorious lucni- 
nary the fun, is of divine original. (Time^Jir^) 
The queftions, gentlemen, (pray, gentlemen, 
be filent)— — for the next night is. 

Whether Ai> AM and EvB had the venereal' dif\ 
cafe, as we derive corruption from them ? 

Signed Wagstaff. 

Whether the greater number of cuckoUs in 
England^ than in Ireland^ is owing. to the men or 
the women ? Sigricd Horner^ 

Whether angels look beft in a morningj or an 
evening? . ^^ned Metapbyft^k^ 

Whether fuch an aflembly as this would be to- 
lerated in any other Chriftian country ? 

Signed IVagbucket. 

(jcptlenien, I wifh ye all good night. 

Ad^ouj^ned, 
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Saturday^ Feb, 17, 1752^ 

--- -i- — — yin tu 

Curtis Jndais oppcdert ? — - --- 

HoR. 

MY laft SaturJufs lucubration gave an ac-* 
count of one of the nioft rcmar^Lable acade- 
mics in Europe : I O^all devote the paper of this 
day, to another very celebrated feminaryi fituated 
in Change-all^ i of wjiich, I apprehend, the reader 
will be able to form fome idea, from a perufal o^ 
the following fcenc, whicJh was taken from th^ 
lifci aiid is the openirig of a farCe intended to hrf 
wbrked up^ for the winter feafon, into two* afts» 

the temple rf Laverna. 

ACT L SCENE L 

The curtain dfaivs and difcovers a ^roup hf cltcumctfed /Jt*- 
otic figures^ all having fdfijhnefi^ and a thorough cof^ 
tempt of what ideal moraltfis call hme^oknxe^ jhongly 
'depiHidiin tbiir co^tsmnt^et. After a oftifiJerabli J;, 
lencej a Brpkor addrefes hinxfelf to his friend. 

iji broker. MoJe$^ what turn do you imagine 
things will take to-day ? 

L 3 ^d 
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ad Broker. Nay that you know is impoflible 
to determinej until Caabas cc»mcs : he is the axis 
upon which the wheel tums« 

ijf Broker^ True ; but, prithee, does he not 
make it later to-day than ufual ? 

2d Broker. Yes ; you muft know, he has been 
all this morning clofetted with the oreat mam. 
There is a grand council held this day upon af- 
fairs of the greateft importance to our nation. Wc 
Ihall foon be upon a footing with the beft of 
them— —but mum for that*—- Oi/^ brings all 
this about : they dare not refufe him any tlung. 

iji Br$ker^ No, no ; but ■ « does it not give 
yeu pkafure, my friend, to fee Grtai BrMm 
obliged to folicic the affiftance of our nation I 
Though, to be plain with you, I am not quite fa- 
, tisBed with Caiphas*% coodudt^ I like not his 
fremingapoftacy. 

o,d Briaker. Go to, go to ; can you be igno^ 
rant, Aartm^ that our law mknits of temporizii^ I 
Great ends are anfwered by it an d aotwtth- 
ftanding appearances, Caifbas is, in the main, as 
true an JfratiUe, as ever dwelt in Jen^alem. 

I ft Broker. I hope it will prove fo ; but would 
he were come to fix things one way or other. 

ad 
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' ad. Brtkit. Why^ what have ycki to do ? 

t/> Broker. Nay, I have oilly iome annuities to 
fell by cocnmiflion; ib» hig^orlowi my broker^ 
igewillbethe fame;. O! here hecoiries at laft. 

Eniir C2s>hft9; the Br^km iMHedistefy tfUtii 4 Cirdi^ 
andr ^M ibiir tiatt lyf; eringi Ir him iH thi fMft 

-^i?.'«-GdodiTWn^oWtoydti, Sil-i wewereilfraii 
you might be indifpoiec!, not doming at your ufua| 
houn We hope nothing is amifs^ Do yoU bu^ 
orfeiltoday* Sir? 

CMpbas^ I don^t kmMr yet i I have nit 6t^ 
termined what I ihall do. 

j/Brokeri What hive the gfeftt oUeb felblved 
upoa i Is it all fettled ? Shall we have a fixed 
phce of refidence at laft i Have we baffled the 
phrophecies of the GallileoMS f Have we^ Sir ? 

Caiphas. Hold your toilgue^ you blockheai|* 
The B— i^ps are for us i but things an^t quite 
hpc yetk 

ii Broket. We ate toldi Si^ that you intend 
to ofier yourlclf a Candidate (arMuUI0x i I hope 
k k true t every body is fuipriaed that a gentle- 

lr4 maa 
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man of your fortune does not get into Farlkir* 
ment ? 

Cdipbas* No, my friends^ I am not ambitious 
of things of- that kind. Had. I deiired kon<Hirs, 
no one could more readily obtain them. I was 
offered an Irjjb Peerage^ but I declined it. - Noi 
rio, I dont think of thefe things. My fon indeed 
will be a great man i him you poffibly may fee a. 
Duke. But^ come, let us have no more talkj but 
to bufinefs : — let me fit down, that I nftay give you 
the proper inftruftions. 

Enter a French Gentleman v^tb bis Friend. 

Friend. Sif, 1 have brought you to a place, 
which is the greateft curiofity in this kingdom, 
and not to be parallelled in all the reft of the 
globe, ] , . 

Frencbmfln. Comment y fts keik coffee^. 

Friend. Yes, ,Sir, mean as it may appear to you, 
I will venture* to ray,"tHerc ^e iriore milli'on^ 
fterling tr*i^ferred here in a year, than can be 
well enumerated in French Livres. 

Frenebman. Mon Dieu, it is ver extraordinaire 
<!at. 

Friend. In a word, Sir, this i^ the great fccn«of 
SU^kjobbing, 

Frenchman. AhJ IcJ a^hns, I uo^er^nd des 

aflians. 

Friend. 
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/r/«!ft/.»— Come a little this' way : do you fee 
^hat J$w there ? — Hark in your e^ — r-the very. 
Atlas of the ftate! our minifters have fccourfe.to 
him in all their diftrefles, and are never able to 
carry any point, I mean in the money-way, . but 
when he co-.operates with them \ infoiiinueh. thai; 
tre. are. taught to look upon this geptlepaan a& the; 
fupport of our conftitution in church and, ft^te, , 
' Frenchman. Marblieu 1 -a Juif de fupport of de 
religion ! quelparadoxe I 

Friend' However inconfiftent this naay appear, 
it is moft indilputably true. 

Frenchman. Mais, Manfieur, in Frapce dere is 
de alfion as well as in England, but you never hear 
dat de miniftre take de Juif into his confidence. 

Friend. Dear Sir, you are never to mention 
France yrith England. France is an enflaved coun-^ 
try, and we are a free people. 

Frenchman. By Gar, you are ver free people^; 
I have great many marks of your freedom on 
my body; de populace in France, ajfitrement — it 
have not de liberty to make black blue de fkin of . 
dc gentlemen, comme en Angleterre. 

Friend. But, Sir, if you confider the nature of 
the two governments, you muft certainly .^ive 
ours the preference . , , 

Frenchman. Ouy, Ouy, in dtjjpeculation it very 
different, mats quelle difference in d^ frati^u^ ? 

Friends 
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Friend. Your king obliges (jus pttrUament €d 
rcgiftcr his cdids. 

Frfficbman.^-^And your mimfiirs^ fat is dtjrdo i 
m^eftHpas UnUmef 

Friend. In Frmce a man does not enjoy liberty 
of conscience with refpedt to religion. 

FrenebmM. Rdigioi>! de Englis neligion, boiT 
you call it ? 

Friend. We have reformed the errors that crept 
into religton» and we are Frotcftants. 

Frenchman. €'eftadire» you are not Papift t 
your religion den is negative. 

Friend. Tliepeopleof£Rr|f£iM/give their aflent 
to the lawsi by which they are governed* 

frenchman. Mms^MonfienryfdX^lt^/avriikiei^ 
lenrprix. 

Friend. Well^ I find weVe not likely to fettle 
this pointy fo we will adjourn the debate. 

Frenchman. Ahi dc tout mon ccturi mais 
Monfieur, fat is de people fay^ dat oiake ver great 
noife ? 

Friend. O Sir> that is a jargon only underftood 
by the initiated. 

Frenchman. O mon Dleu ! lee Anglois f9ni di 
drolks^^^llons^^^faar^fenayvenajffes. 

Exnmi Frenchnuui and Friends 

Enter 
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EntiT an Irifli (Scnileman wkb bis Friend. 

Jrifiman. Now^ but is this the (locks place ? 

Friend. Yes, Sir, almoft cvciy thing relating to 
the funds is trania£ted here. 

Irifiman. But, my dear, where are the ftocks ? 
the devil a ftock I fee. 

Friend. The Stockjobbers attend in this place, 
when they have any bufinefs, whether to fell or 
buy. 

Irifiman. Ow! but I don't undeHland that now, 
my dear ! be plazed to explain it. 
; Friend. Suppofeyou have a mind to become a 
proprietor in the Funds, you employ a broker, 
and he finds out a peribn, who is willing to difpofe 
of the fum you want. 

Irijhman. And when we come together, how 
will he give me the flock. 

Friend. The broker will carry you to the proper 
office in order to have it transferred. 

Irifiman. Ow ! then I wont have it here. 

Friend. No, Sir, the bargain only is made here« 

Irifiman. By my troth, you may talk of it for 
ever, but I never will comprehend it« 

Enter a Young Gentkmaa frim the other end^ cf 
the Twm. 

Toung Gentleman. Waiter, is Mr. Judas the 
Broker here ? 

Jmdas, 
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Judas ^ Here; who calls me ? 

Toung Gentleman. Is your name Judas ? 

Judas. Yes, Sir, at your fcrvice. 

One Stockjobber ajks another. Do you know him ? 

T^he other anfwers. No, but by the ff ather in his 
hat, he's a feller. I have known the alley thefe 
thirty years, and never remember a man with a 
feather in his hat a purchafer. 

Toung Gentleman. Mr. Squdnderftock recom- 
mended me to you ; I have occaHon for a thoufand 
pounds, and want to dilpofeofas much. South-fed 
ftock as will produce it. 

Judas- Sir, I (hall be glad to fell it for you i 
may I beg the favour of your name ? 

Toung Gentleman. My name is Crafty. 

Judas. I believe I can fell for you. Sir, (hall 
you be this way to-morrow ? 

Toung Gentleman. To-morrow !— can't I have i^ 
now ? 

Judas. No, Sir, this is no transfcr*d.iy» 

Teung Gentleman. Z ds, 1 would not comt 
to-morrow for the money. 1 am obliged to be at 
the review ; pox of that old prig, my father, if it 
bad not been for him, I (hould have nothing to 
do with thcfe d— ned (tocks< * - 

^ By-Stander. That I am fare is true. 

Toung Gentleman. I'll find fomc other way, 
d — mn mCi Til give my footman a power of at* 

torney 
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torney to transfer for me ; d— mn me, to coVne 
into the city among a parcel of ftoundrcls,,d-^ma 
mc. l^ExU murmuritjg. 

A Stcckjobber* , I thi,nk^ , be faid hia name is 
Crafty y )ie muft be fon to Ebeneazor Qrafty\ he 
died a year ago, and died, well, 

Jrijhman. Arrah, my de^r, did he die a Catho- 
lie? 

Friend. No, Sir; dying well has no relation 
either to religion or morality. It only means, a 
man died in good circumftances. 

Irijhman. Ow ! but is that all ? Faith, 1 thought 
it might have been fome proteftant, who fent for 
a prieft on his death-bed. Come, come I've feen 
enough of this, and by JaJuSy I never defire to fee 
it again. 

\Exeunt Irifhman <y/^ Friend, /it^Iriftiman making 
the fign of the crofs- privately under his coat. 

^nter a Clergyman, and makes up to Caiphas, vHtb 
his hat under his arm. 

Clergyman. Shall I beg a word with you. Sir? 

Caiphas. Your bufinefs. Sir ? 

C lergyman. I am a candidate for a living in this 
neighbourhood, and make bold to re(|u<:fl: your 
iptereft. 

Caiphas. I knov/ the affair, I don't yet know 
what I fli:\!l dp in the matter. Who is your pa- 
tron? 
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Clergyman. Mn WorthUfs. 
Caifhas. My friend WoribUfst the living is 
yours ; depend upon it; I am a little in a huny 
at prefent; but rely upon me, the thii^ is done. 
[Paribn bows ^fithm^fivehfi ixit Caiphas; 
t^oH which they all rife m imfi^$a^ and 
thejceneemis. 



^^^^pf^ '■BJ^H^. ^^^^^^ 
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NUMBER XIX. 

Saturday^ Fib. 74^ 1752.. 

Ut PiSura Poifis erlufmilifqueptfi 

^it Pi£hara\ nf erf par amula quaqui foroum. 

pRESNor. 

POETRY and painting have been accounted 
fifter-arts by men of tafte in all ages. Ac- 
cordingly wc find them in the writings of all good 
criticksj from AriftotUzxA Horace^ down 10 Dryden 
and the Abbi du Bos, mutually borrowing fide- 
Jights, and rpflefting luftre upon each other. 
They juftly have the precedence among the arts of 
imitation and d^Hgn : they convey their ideas 
by figns more fixed and determinate than any of 
the others, and boaft a more unbounded fcope to 
cull and feleA from all nature, in order to adora 
;uk1 ^m|belli|h the favourite pifrce. 

Statuary, it rpay be faid, ha? yery nev t|ie fame 
^idvantage. The artift in thjs way ri^ay obfcfvc 
fhe knitting pf a joiq^ in o^e, the (ufn of a neck 
in another, tt^e forqfi of the head in a third, the 
ihape and rounding of a Ijmb ip a fourth; and \t\ 
(hort, from a forvcy of fi^ndry qbjedls, a complete 
apd perfedl whole may hjC executed. But if mu(^ 
be ftmf n^bcf pd^ at th^ fam^ time^ that the f^atuary 
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has not fo ample a field to range in, as the two 
firft-mentioned zn%, and is thercforjc greatly In- 
ferior to both. 

Painting, in one particular inftance, fcems to 
gain the afcendant over poetry. It is univerfally 
undcrftood in every clime and every age : whereas 
poetry is confined to much narrower limits, 
i)oth in time and place. A i2^/^i>^^/ painted, and 
a Fida wrote at the fame period : how confined is 
che repuution of the latter, when compared to the 
^xtenfive renown which has attended the name of 
the firft?.^ The JEtb, may arrive, when, through 
the inftabilhy of the Englijb language, the ftile oT 
Joje^b Andrews and ^om Jcnes fliall be obliterated, 
when the phara&ers (hall be unintelligible, and 
the humour Ipfc its reliih j but the many perfon- 
^ges, which t|;ie manners-painting hzxidoi Hogarth 
has called fgrth into mimic life, will not fade fo 
foonfrbm thecanvaf3. Thzt zdm\r2h\tpinurefqut 
comedy y the March to Fifjcbley, will perhaps divert 
pofterity as long has the Foundling-Uo/pital Ihall do 
honour to the Britijh nation. A pifture fpeaks 
the language of every nation ; It is felt and un- 
derftood in many different countries at the fame 
time, in this inftance partaking of the advantages 
o( MusiCK, which is however fubjeft to rpany re^ 
ftriclioDS, to which the art of painting is entirely 

a (IrangiT. 



Digitized 



ed by Google 



Ko. t9- THEGRAYs-lNKJOtlRNAL. iU 

nftranger. The caprice and whim of ditferettt ni-* 
dons prevent the poWer o^ harmony from beco- 
ming (6 liftiverfal in its influence. The primaty 
beauty of mufick confifts in the imitation of founds 
apipropriated to our feveral paflionsj but thofe 
founds varying according to the habits and dialeft 
of every different people, it follows, that the mu- 
ilck of any one country muft undergo many 
changes and variations, before it can be adapted 
tb the ear of a man> who has paflcd his time in 
another kingdom* 

To this Inconvenience the art of painting is not 
ful^edt. It has, in this refpeft, the advantage over 
poetry, in almoft every other point obliged to yield 
the pre-eminence* It has been long fince obferved^ 
that truth is agreeable to the underftanding^ and 
imageiy to the fancy j but neither of them, we 
find, afibrds fo intenfe a pleafure, as When the paf-* 
fioils ire agitated Ind worked into a ferment. We 
then attach ourfclvcs ftrongly to the objeft, which 
excites thefe emotions; we are pleafed to be wake- 
ned from a ftate of ftill life: it is a gratification to 
our moral fcnfc, to find our hearts lenfible and 
alive to thofe fenfations, which are the ornament 
of our nature. This being the cafe, I believe, it 
may be afferted without incurring the danger of a 
controverfy, that poetry boafls this power over the 

Yqu y. M paOioni 
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paffions beyond any other art. It is at once a vcp 
hide of inftru6lion, and derives much of its beauty 
from the fcenes of pifturefque imagination. 
Painting indeed partakes fufficiently of thefe qua- 
lities> to entitle her to the name of fifter; has many 
features like> and in the execution of her defigns 
is moftly directed by the fame rules. Both muft 
have unity of adlion and unity of charafter, and 
both have a latitude to introduce fubordinate per- 
fonagcs, concerned in the main bufincfs, and to 
exhibit them in proper attitudes. A metaphor 
Aiay be as bold in painting as in poetry; an alle-^ 
gory upon canvafs n^y be highly inftruftive, as in 
<he pidure defcribed by Iscian^ where Calumny i^ 
dragging to execution an innocent vidim^ an4 
Truth is feen at adiftance (lowly limpingafterthenv 
What the criticscall machinery, n)ay bedifplayed Iq 
as elegant ftrokes with the pencil as with the pen ; 
the fairy-way of writing, mentioned by Dryden^ 
may be nude ufc of in colours, and the fancy of 
the artlft, like a new creation, may prefent to the 
eye an whole race of imaginary beings, Sotjicr of 
the fineft paflages in epic and dramatic poetry ar« 
thofe, where a conflift is marked between fcveral 
warring poffions: painting throws thefe imme- 
diately before the eye, in tints fo artfully blended, 
that the nice aflcmblage is delineated in the moft 
ftriking manner. A further inftance of the con- 
gruify between thelc two arts, is, that when a poet 

•has 
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has been lavifh in a diefcription, the beft method 
of examining the juftnefs of it is, to confidcr what 
kind of figure it Would make upon canvrafs. On 
the other hand, the defcriptions v^hich we find in 
the poets, may fervid to fupply hints and inftrudion 
to the painter of tafte and poetick imagination. 
Add to thJB^ that, ^ the chief beauty of poetick 
di6lioh does not confiil in a profufion of ornjS^ 
ments, high metaphors, and a flourifli of words, 
fo in the bther, colours too rich and glowing are 
difapproved, and the excellence of both arts, i^ 
fcen in regular defigns, and a juft imitation of na- 
turev 

. The ancieftts Were enthufiaftic!: admirers of all 
the imitative arts, particularly paihting. Upoa 
dl occafions, we find them expreffing a tafte for the 
produftions of the famous artifts* Their poets 
feize every opportunity of defcribing a pifture, a 
piece of fculpture, or any of the works of the 
loom. Ovid never omits it, where it naturally 
grows out of his fubjedt What a beautiful de* 
fcriptjon has he given us of a work of art repre* 
Tenting the Rape of Europa f 

Ipfa videbatur terras fpe^arc YcU^f^^y 
Et comites clamare fuas^ ta^umque vereri 
Ajdilientis ajua^ timidafque rtducere plantas^ 

Virgil never fccms more delighted than when 

U 2 he 
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ht is laying before our eyes tAe Shield of yEneaf^ 
w, like a Ikilful virtirofo, pointing Otn: tctoxtf eb^ 
fenration> the beauties of a fine painting r 

Artificumquemdnup inter Je eperumque laiortm 

The p4eafbre iit this^ cafe is ted^lUd Upon tfar 
mind, fpringing from af n^o-fold fource : the de- 
light we take m poetkk defcripdoni is- ohieS/ 
owing x» the Mtiira^love we have for imitation, 
which afib^ an cipportunity ef comparing the 
tranfcript with the original obje£t : but when wcr 
perufe the defcription of a pi Aure, we admire not 
eitly the poet's reprefentation of it, but the talent- 
of die art%, who has thus contrived fo delkieaie 
6y his pencil fb txi£i t re(cmblan<!e o( things, 
which hate their exi(!eilce m nature^ and thus 
the mind has two arts to examine at once, and 
dwells between diem both in afufpenle of plea^* 
ibre^ 

X haver alw^ay^ adnriirerf the delcriptioW in cfic 
firff Mneid of that exquifite piece of painting of 
she wars of T^roy : the poet's account of it may 
^gg^ft to us fome notionr of the ftiblime 
rdea he ei^tertained of the fifter-art. AU the 
figures, which he mentions, are bold and an»- 

maieda. 
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ni^tedi every thing is in motion, and, if I ma/ 
fa^ allowed to apply a line of Mr. Pope% 

All matttr quick^ and imping int$ lifim 

Wtat an image have we of the tryan^ repel- 
ling the enemy, and of AcbilUs^ with his nodding 
plume, thundering at their heels ? You think 
ypju hear the founding of his carr : you ima- 
gine you lee him^ with his arm aloft In aft to 
ftrike, 

Hacfrngennt Dantn^ prifmret Trojana juventns ; 

Hac Phryges^ INSTARET CURRU CRIST ATUS AcMILirs, 

The fituation of Troilus has been often admired^ 
The proceflion of the Trogan nynnphs will always 
excite the tendcreft fcntiments : a finer group 
was never imagined. Their dejeded looks, their 
dilhevelletl hair, and the beafij^g pf their breafts^ 
are ftxiking circumftaftccs* 

hiterea ad TifMplum non a^ua Palladis ibant 
Crinibus lUadis pajisj peplumqui ferebant 
SuppHciter trijies^ ht tunfa Pe^ora Palmis. 

Priam raifing his unnerved arm^ and imploring 
the body of his fon HeSfor from Achilles ^ who had 
dragged the corpfe thrice round the walls of Troy, 
muft alfp afford great room for the expreflion of 
fcv^raj paffions all at once ftruggling in the foul. 
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To conclude, if fuch a painting as the great pocf 
has here dcfcribed were handed down to us, it 
wotild be the mod valuable piece of all antiquity^ 

TRUE INTELUGENCK 

BatforCs Coffee-houfe^ March 3. , 
The new tragedy of the Gamejiery in which Mr, 
Garrick fupported the principal charafter, with all 
thofe exquifite feelings, which the extreme fenfi- 
bility and quicknefs of his imagination have 
made him mafter of, became the fubjeft of our 
difcuffions a few nights fince. The difputc was 
carried on with much warmth and oppofition of 
fentiment, and at length occafioned the following 
epigram. > ^ . 

In a coffee-houfe ring^ where the chat ran on plays^ 
A clergyman f poke of the Gamefter with prat fe* 
I could wijh^ faid the parfoHy poor Beverley'/ life 
Had been faved for the fake of the fifier and wife* 
HoWy quoth a phyftcian^ Jhou Id Beverley live ? 
That Lewfon efcapcd 1 can hardly forgiven 
If^ith errors like thefe can a fcholar be bamm\d? 
J fpeak from the G reek, fir^ the play Jhould he damned* 

Thus each in his way was his duty fulfilling 'y 
Ttjf DivjNE w({sfor faving^ the Doctor for killingn 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The Confumers of Cards are defircd to meet to- 
morrow evening, being Sunday^ at the following 
places ; fVbitis cbocolate-boufe^ St. Jameses coffee-- 
boufcy the Sbakefpeaf^% Heady the Bedford Arms^ the 
Kwf'j ArmSy the St. Alban^Sy and the following 
routs, the Countejs of Mdnigbi's, Lady Sbuffle'Sy 
Lady Laftfiake's^ 'Squire Fiddlef addle* Sy and at H^ 
moft every polite houfe in town. 
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NUMBER XX. 

Saturday^ March 2% ^75^ 

DoHrinafed vim promovet infitam^ 
Re£fique etdttu peSora roborantj 
Utcunque (Uf^cere mons^ 
X)ediC(nrant bem nata culpa^ 

SIR, 

PROMPTED by the eftcem I have for your 
entertaining and inftrtiaivc writings, I ven-. 
turc to convey my fentiments to you in relation 
to fome mifcarriages i^ life, which proceed rather 
from ignorance and the want of education, than 
any natural propenfity to evil. I am the more in- 
duced to thi?, as my own life will afford ample 
|x>om for rcfleftion. 

Without any further detail, you niuft know, 
Mr. Ranker, that I am the fon of a tradefoun in 
the v»eft of England^ long fince deceafed. The 
lownefs of my father's circumftances was barely 
fuiScient for the maintenance of a numerous fa^ 
mily. You will therefore fuggeft to yourfelf tbaf 
fuy education could not be better than what is af- 
forded by the generality of <:ountqr-villa^s. Iq 
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Tain did my father folicit the afliftance of a rich 
relation at Briftol; in vain did he reprefent the 
promifing genius of his fon, if put under proper 
culture. Deaf to the ties of affinity, though pof- 
feflcd of an eftate of fiteen hundred per annum, 
and a large perfonal fortune, without the charge 
of a family, or any likelihood of having iflue,the 
rich Briftol- trader was deaf to all entreaty. Havw 
ing had no education himfelf, he did not confider 
the want of it as an evil. I grew up in ignorance, 
and was at length obliged, for immediate fubfift- 
cnce, to go into the fervice of a neighbouring 
former. With hhn I lived feveral years, driving 
plough, and employed in other works of hufbandry, 
when news arrived of the death of the relation I 
menrioned, and of his having left me all his real 
eftate, with fix thoufand pounds in money, and 
three thoufand pounds to each of my four lifters. 
When I tell you that from the lownefs of my edu- 
cation, and the nature of my fervitude, I con- 
trafted a very ftrong bias to low company, you 
will inria^ne that I muft make but a very indiffe- 
rent figure in my new ftation. I was then two 
and twenty, and had never been accuftomed to 
any kind of intemperance: If my former fitua- 
tion had enabled me to have been reckoned com- 
pany for the gentlemen of the place, I might ftitt 
h^ye jTonpnycd a fobcr man ^ bu( unluckily, the 

pircuw 
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circumftancc of having been a fenrant, made me, 
notwithftanding the largenefs of my fortune^ 
fliunned and defpifed. I was conftraincd to herd 
with my former companions, and others of better 
fubftance, but abandoned morals, with whom I 
foon acquired an habit of idlenefs and debauchery. 
The confequence was, that in a few years my 
ready money was exhaufted. To gratify the ex- 
travagance of my paffions, which were now be- 
come violent, I was advifcd to take up money 
upon part of my eft^e. For this purpofe I ap- 
plied to a neighbouring lawyer, who foon pro- 
cured the fum I wanted. To this meafure I was 
inducrd by the advice of two men, with whom I 
lived in the clofeft intimacy. One of them (I am 
forry to fay it) was a clergyman : he talked of 
friendfhip in terms of the higheft rapture, and 
would often repeat, " Peradventure for a good. 
" man one would even dare to die.*' The otheir 
had all the pride of virtue, which, he faid, was the 
only motive of a liberal mind : he lamented my 
want of education : education, he told me, would 
have made me enamoured of fomething, which he 
called The, To Kalon. I was entirely ignorant, as 
you may believe, of law-matters. My two friends 
undertook to read over the deeds. I figned by 
ili.li ^Jvice, and they both fct their hands as wit- 

Ijcffes, 

Being 
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Being now in pofTeflion often thoufand poiands, 
I was advifcd by thefe my two friends to fee the 
world, as they called it. Accordingly I fct out 
in their company for London^ leaving the aforcfaid 
lawyer to receive my rents in the country. You 
wiJl naturally imagine, Mr. Ranger^ that I dalhed 
into all the pleafurcs of the metropolis. I faw 
every thing, but ftill in the worft company. I 
was continually furroundcd by a fct of (harpers, 
till having fquandcred away all my money, and 
got confiderably in debt, I was arretted and fent 
to the Fleets In this fituation I direded my law- 
yer to receive my rents, and remit me a (um of 
money without delay; The arreft gave me no 
concern, as I made no doubt of being quickly at 
liberty; but judge, Sir, myfurprize, when I was 
informed, that the lawyer was in pofleffion of my 
whole eftate, by an abfolute conveyance of the 
fee-funple, which I had, through ignorance^ 
figned, inftead of a n^prtgage. I brought an ejedt- 
ment, which foon came on to be tried, but what 
was my furprize, when I heard that my two friends; 
appeared in behalf of the attorney? The amount 
o( their evidence was, that the confideration-r 
money for the entire purchafeof my eftate was forty 
jhoufand pounds, as exprefled in the deed : that 
ffpm tjmc to time they faw various fums advanced 
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CO me or for my ufe, ajid that the final payment 
'was the fum of ten thoufand pounds as allready 
mentioned. In this manner they gave validity 
to a bafe and fraudulent tranlaftion. Such was 
the friendfhip of him^ who profejfed to die for 
nui and fuch was the pride pf virtue, or the To 
Kalon of the man, who had no guide but his mo- 
ral fcnfe* Thcbittemeis of this calamity, and the 
coacloufnels of a«mifpent life, filled me with the 
fevereft grief, and would have entirely extin- 
guiflied the ufe of what Uttje reafoo I had left, but 
the charity of a fellow-prifoner, who, touched 
with a fcnfcof'my misfortunes, not only did every 
thing to alleviate them> but infiifed fuch a portion 
of knowledge and philofbphy Into my mind, du- 
ring our long imprifonment, as muft for ever ren- 
der me fcnfible of his kindneis. Let me finifh 
the account of my life, when I have told you, that 
I was freed from my imprifonment by the laft a6k 
of grace, and that, with a moderate fuftenance, 
procured by Jioncft induftry, I find myfelf more 
happy and contented now, than when poflefled of 
affluence, and ^ mind imn^erfed in ignorance and 
folly. 

As my fitters received ng better education th» 
myfelf, I (hould tell you, that notwithftanding 
their fortune, they are all come to infamy and po* 
vcrty. The eldeft, loon after our r(?lation'9 death, 

in 
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jnanied a labourer to the farmer (he had lived with 
m the ftation of maid fenrant. They have run 
through all they had. The fecond was debauched 
by the fon of the gentleman^ at whofe houfe ihc 
had hired herielf^ and is now in one of the houfes 
of bad fame in Cw^/-G^r^s the third married 21 
footman, and died about two yean agOj after ha>- 
ving lived m great diftrefs ; and the fourth, with 
ihame I Q>eak it, it now Mifticfs to the earl 

Prom this account of myfelf and my family, I 
ihall only draw one inference, namely, that if the 
relation, who left us fo liberalty at his death, had 
but given us a good education^ and in his life-time 
prepared us fuitably for the eftate be intended 
to leave us, the misfortune we have met with^, 
might in all human probabiKty^ havebeen avoided^ 
Conneded by marriage, with families of credit and 
reputation, we might now remain in afliuence, 
and enjoy a name unfulUed by vice and infamy. 
I am, SIR, 
Your very humble fervant , 

The preceding (lory is told by my correfpon- 
dent, in (binterefling a manner, that I could not^ 
withhold it from the publick this day. I not only 
agree with him in his remark, that his misfortunes 

might 
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might have been prevented by a proper cducationi 
but I will add, that a mind, which lupported it- 
felf fo well under affliftion, and th^t can look back 
to former fcenes of life with fo much ienfibility. 
Would have imbibed fuch imp refllons from an early 
improvement, as might have rendered him an or- 
nament to any family. If many of thofe, who 
find any ftriking incidents in the feries of thcif 
lives, would thus communicate them to the pub- 
lic, it would be an eflential fervice to fociety. 
The giddy and unthinking would be led to mark 
the ways of the world, and the unwary might b^ 
put upon their guard againft the ftratagcms of 
avarice, and the fmooth profeflions of thofe har^ 
pies, who are generally known by the name of 
money-lenders. There is Ibmething extremely 
affefting in the ruin of my cor^efpondent's fouf 
lifters : I am, however, highly plcaled that he now 
enjoys tranquility of mind, and that, to alleviate 
calamity, his refources are in virtue and honeft in-* 
duftry. I muft obferve, that the inattention of the 
old gentleman, who died at Brijloly to the maitaers 
and morals of his relations, Ihewed fomething in 
him highly illiberal, not t^ give it a worfe epi- 
thet. It is owing to this indifference to the im* 
provement of the rifing generation, that we frc* 
quently fee eftates in the hands of thofe who are a 
diigrace to riches. While this continues to be 

the 
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the cale> it is not to be wondered, that we meet 
with fo many boobies of fafhion, inelegant in their 
behaviour, loofe in their morals, and fit to ridtf 
behind the equipisigei in which their pride ndw* 
lolls at eafe. 

T RUE INTELtlGENCE. 

Mafqmeradi In the Hay-Market^ March 6. 
l^ft night the votariet of folly aflemblcd here, 
*<6r the fourth time thisfeafon. The curtain was 
drawn exaftly at tcn4 in about fix minutes, the 
fide-boards were entirely ftripped by fome ladies 
of the city, who were determined to have as much 
as they could for their money, aAd very prudently 
confidered, that they might have dccafion to quiec 
their hufbands, at their return, withafugar-plumb. 
The night was fpent in the moft agreeable con- 
verfation, fuch as, ** Do you know me ? — Yes I 
*^ do— no you don't, — nay, but I do — he— he— . 
**he — ha — ha — ha — " and fcveral other liyely 
ftrokes of humour. While the more induftriou^ 
part of the company were purfuing the laudable 
occupation of gaming, at prefent the grand buG- 
nefs of the nation, fome gentlemen, to heighten ' 
the diverfion, introduced a confiderable number 
of mafqiieraded Jhillings^ fo well difguifcd, that they 
pafled among the company for guineas. Informa- 
tion was given of this hym.Qurgus frolick to Mr. 
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TuJHce FUidhtg, who immediately went to efi(}uiit! 
into the affair; but as gaming reduces all man^ 
kind to a level, he could not fix upon any one in 
particular, and was therefore obliged to withdraw, 
allowing that they were all gentlemen of boftouf 
by their profeflion. 

Covent-Garden Theatre* 

The following Epilogue was defigned by Mn 
FooTE for the new tragedy of the EarlofEJfex, 
written by Hjsnry Jokbs. 

To hij^ken as t$ tbe AutUr at the entranci. 

pfTELL^ well', rU do your bufine/s^ bonefi friend \ 
^Tts yourfirfiplayy in time perhaps you'U mend. " 

Comes forward* 

Ladies and Oentlemen^ 

fie Juthor by me prefents a petition, 

H^ith he begs may be read with your gracious permiffion* 

hfets forth that in Dublin (I know not how true) 

HepuWi doum old houfes, and built them Up new* 

That on April the firjl (be fotgetteth the year) 

Of the day and thf month be is certain end elear j 

^s he tempered bis mortar, and handled bis bod^ 

There pops into bis bead a new fancy and odd, 

^was, that building a hou/e is like writing a play^ 

That both works are performed tbe very fame way | 

not 
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7hat the portal was prologue to Jhew the folks in^ 
That the hall and the entry opened the fcene ; 
That thejiatrs were the plan to leMyou throughout 
By an intricatey puzzlings yet uniform rout ; 
That the plot mu/l as deep as the cellar he laidy 
Be as flout asfirong herj ind trdnf parent iis mead^ 
That clofits and cupboards^ andfucb things as thefe^ 
Wen incidents proper to fill up the piece -^ 
And thaijiucco and painting were^ in the lajl place^ 
The language y and fentimint^ fpirit and grace \ 
Tljot the Irowel and mortar were offingular ufe 
To plaifter fame patron to favour the mufe. 

Fraught iJOith hffons like thefe bur poet began : 
What d^you think of his houfe^ and how like you his pldn r 
The building <i *tis true^ is but got hie and rude ^ 
But y^tfor dll that the materials are good. 
And who knowsy whenyolir bounty has polijh'd his lay^ -^ 
But this BricklayW may prove a Vitru viU3 on)e day ? V. 
Comty ^tis worth the experiment :—favoUrhis play. J 

Full five Jlortes high he has mounted his hopes ; 
Te Critics^ take care j he^s on a ladder of ropes. 
Should you cut but one cordj you will crujh all his bon^s ; 
Adieu^ Bricklafr and Bar d^ there^s an end of poor ^OMii 
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NUMBER XXL 

Saturdayy March Ibj 1752. 

— -«- Pauciy quos aquus arHavif 

Jupitery atque ardens evexit ad other a virtus^ 

Dis gintti potuere. -^- — ^- 

VlRG. 

''TpHE Liurel, which his beefl fd much fought 
•*" by the writers of every age, is not un- 
•like the golden branch mentioned in the fixth 
Mneidi if a man is born to (hare; the prize, it is 
eafily obtained; but if there be not derived from 
Heaven a fuperiority of genius, fruitlefs is the en- 
deavour of the unborn poet, who thinks to arrive 
at the heights of fame by painful vigils and the 
dint of labour and application. A mediocrity in 
poetry will never be allowed : Horace tells us thaC 
the fufFrages of both gods and men are againft it, 
and that a writer of this caft muft never expe6t to 
fee his name on the bookfeller's rubrick-poft:. 
Poetry requires warm and glowing colours; the 
language of it muft be elevated above the diftion 
of profe; the expreflions Ihould be more animated, 
arid the paffions of the reader more immediately 
ftruck at, than in any other kind of writing. The 
bard, who haj not energy of genius to cultivate 
N 2 thefc 
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thefe qualities, will be always fure to be ncglefted 
as a cold and fpiritlefs writer. 

Of all the different fpecies of poetry, the dra- 
matic is the mod difficult. As it is exprefled in the 
words of my motto, the few only, whom Heaven 
has peculiarly favoured with an elevation of mind> 
have been able to acquit themfclves with honoun 
Our muchadmired^Jifc^a^g^^/jr ftands yet unrivalled I 
he fcized the laurel with a mafter-hand at one 
grafpj Johnfon, by flower degrees, though eager 
in purfuitj avidufque refringit cunSidntem. Otway 
feems to have gained it with facility., and with ah 
air of negligence* 

i ani pieafed to find, that an author juflly cele- 
brated among the foremoft fucceflbrs of thofe im- 
mortal genius's, has added another wreath to that 
garland, which the tifiufes long fince wove for hini. 
To this excellent writer, the public is greatly in^ 
debtcd for the new tragedy of the Brothers, which 
was lately afted for the firft time at Drury-Lane. 
The fubjeft is claffical, though there is nd 
doubt but a domeftic flory would be more inter- 
refting to a Britifti audience* The generality of 
people are not acquainted with the hiflory of the 
Macedonian monarchy. It may be added, that the 
Macedonians appear, at that point of time, 
to be at variance with the Roman empire, for which 
l¥c have contraAed a kind of reverential efleem. 
N 2 On 
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On this account thofe fublime fentiments> which 
Pbiiip utters in the fcene with the ambafladors, 
agaitift that republick, are not received with a fuf- 
ficient degree of warmths Bat if it be confidered, 
that the Macedonian monarchy, though it dwindled 
6y infenfible degrees, and was at laft fwallowcd up 
by the Roman power, was at one tinie cKcndcd 
over the greateft part of the eaft, no iiian, I ap- 
prehend, <;an bfc entirely unconcerned in the fall 
of fo brave a-people. I do not doubt but the men- 
tion of Creffi and Poitiers would have a more pow- 
erful influence on the paflions of Englijlmai, tha» 
Tbrajymene and Cama-y but for my part, thy breaft 
glowed to hear of thofe memorable battles, which 
had like to have been & fatal to the Roman repub- 
fick; nor do I remember amore beautiful! paflkgc 
in any play than that in the piece now before us,, 
when the flight ai Hanntbd at Ccpua is urged- by 
the embafly of Rome. The anfwer of Philip is,. 
" Ay, there indeed I was nat with bim." We like 
to fee the warrior who fought under the banner of 
Hannibal, and fliarcd in the dangers and glory 
of that brave commander. The fcene which fuc- 
cecds this, is fuU of as tender emotions asl haveever 
felt in any theatre. The anguifh of a father, who 
finds an alarming difcord fubflfting between his 
cliildren,and the remonftrance with which he en- 
deavours to footh them, muft foften the mind of 
«very hearer. ^^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



tfo, 21. THE GRATs-INN JOURNAL. ji% 

ffHyy do Iftgh? Do ji not imWjiny font? 
And if you doy oh ! let me figh nojmtnre ! 
Let thefe white heursput in a claim to peace. 

Perhapsno chambers can be better marfced rtian 
thofe o{ Philip, ferfeus^ and 'Demetrius. For th? 
tvo laft we arc finely prepared by the fioilowing 
lines. 

.— T^ey lath are irighti iut onjt 

Benignly bright y asjlars to mariners \ 
And one a eomet with malignant blaze 
Denouncing ruin. 

The art of moft writers for the ftage is to ex- 
liibit one charafter, and that perhaps without any 
4iftinguifhing qualities to fcpcratc it from other 
heroes. In this play we are entertained with three 
of a different caft, each ftrongly marked. Philip 
is diftinguiflicd by a warmth of temper, a haugh- 
tiiiefs of foul, and a tenderncfs for his childrent 
that runs over in the moft affecting manner. Per- 
Jeus is a different villain from any we have fcen on 
the ftage : policy and bravery arc fo blended in 
him, that we fee the mixed effeft in every fccne. 
Demetrius is of fo amiable a difpofition, that an au- 
dience muft be naturally inclined to love him, and 
for his fake to dread thfc reftlefs turbulent fpirit 
oi Perfeusy whofe contempt of Demetrius vents it- 
f If in a fnecring artful ftrain. 

N J Tou. 



Digitized by 



Google 



l82 THE GRAY's-INN JOURNAL, 

Tou that admire the Romans, break the bridge 
JVith Codes, or with Curtius leap the gulph : 
Jnd league not with the vices of our foes. 
Ihear^ Sir^you take wing and mount in metre; 
' Terence has own' d your aid; Terence there theflave^ 

The invocation, which is uttered by the fame 
pcifon, is carried on in a mafterly manner, filling 
the mind with a train of awful ideas, and rifing ir^ 
a climax of horror to the laft line. 

Hear ^ from thy ebon throne^ profoundejinight-y 
Thou and thy gloomy daughters all, that fmiU 
On deeds of horror , and on frauds of hell ; 
That keep the door of black confpiracy, 
Andfnuff the grateful f cent of human blood \ 
From PLcYitxovC s fulphureous banks arife. 
And burjling through the barriers of this worlds 
Stand in dread contra/1 to the golden fun. 
And fpread around your pefiileniial hlajlsy 
That wither every virtue in the hud\ 
JVhile Itranfport ye, &c. 

It will be unn^ceflary to remind my readers of 
the trial-fcene, which muft inevitably fire the in- 
telligent mind with a claflic warmth- A fmall 
critic, I am well aware, may ftart a number of ob- 
jeftions to this beautiful fituation. From men of 
more reading than himfelf he may hear that the 
whole fubftance of the debate is to be found in 
J^iyy : to a little and malignant fpiiit what a field 
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will this open for cavil and inveftive ? Doctor 
Young may be charged mth plagiarifm ; he has 
done nothing but tranfcribe j let an ancient au- 
thor furnilh fcntiment, and he can find blank verfe; 
but why is the doftor to fell the works of Livv 
over again ? Such reafoning does not demand an 
anfwer. Men of tafte will fmile to fee fo much 
malevolence ill laid out: they know that occa- 
fional infertions of the beauties, which are to be 
found in the fine writers of antiquity, give a grace 
to all modern compofitipn, and have the efFedl, a; 
fomebody has obferved, of ancient ftatues happily 
placed in an elegant and well difpofcd garden. 

The trial fcene, though founded on the pleadings 
of two oppofite parties, hasabundant variety. Two 
different modes of eloquence are introduced, and 
each fpeaker adopts the kind, which is bed fuited 
to his own genius and charafter. Our paflions are 
kept in agitation : the powers of oratory are exer- 
ted, and the whole is intcrefting, warm, and ani- 
mated. Perseus enters abruptly into his fubje<5l : 
his fentences are clofe and nervous: fure of con- 
vincing the underftanding by the clearnefs of his 
diftion, he does not condefcend to addrefs the ima- 
gination. It is true, he at one time fheds tears, 
but that is only to obviate the eloquence of his 
brother, who having imbibed the art of Roman 
N 4 ora- 



Digitized by 



Google 



i84 THE GRAY'S INN JOURNAL, 
oratory, fcts out in the moft infinuating manner; 
He tries the avenues to the paffions, and endeavour* 
to win his hearers by perfuafion. I am fenfiblc 
that this beauty may efcape the multitude, but, 
even without this fecondary pleafure, the fcenc 
cannot fail of ftriking the imagination. 

The diftrcfs o( Demetrius in the fourth and fifth 
adl^ bears hard upon our affedions .It muft be a 
torture to every compaflionate heart, to fee him 
undone by the artifices of villainy. His fpeech^ 
when difcovered in prifon, has many affcding 
ftrokes, 

Te dungeons deep^ ye fubterranean cavfs^ 
Guilt's firfl fad Jlage^ in her dark path U bell^ 
Receive aguejl arrived from other fcenesy 
From pompous courts^ &c. 

When he Tics dead on the ground, Philip deli-, 
vershimfclfin noble language, and very pathetic 
fentiments; 

ThereVhiW^ fell, there Maccdon expired; 
I fee the Roman Eagle hovWing e'er vu. 
And thefhaft broke, Jhould briKg her to the ground. 
Were I to mention the faults of this piece, I- 
ihould fay, that the diflrefs, when wound up to 
the higheft, is not fupported by proper fentiments, 
and language fuited to the qccafion. Demetrius 
and Erixene talk in the Uile of epigram. They 
fndeavour to think ingenlouHy: afflidion aims ac 
wit; and inftead of the true pathetic, we find a 
falfe glitter of words, and oppofition of ideas. 
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It may be added, that the cataftrophe is not 
brought about by thofe artfull means, which the 
ceconomy of the drama requires. The two lovers, 
jDemetrius and Erixem^ driven indeed to extreme 
diftrefs, ftab themfclves, one after the other, in 
light of the audience* The dagger is a eheap and 
yeady expedient : the poet can always ufe it for his 
own convenience : but what is done to accommo- 
date the writer, will feldom delight the fpeftator. 
The ifTue of a tragedy, as well as the feveral inci- 
dents, (hould be the neceffary, the inevitable con- 
sequence of antecedent events. Between things that 
barely follow in fucccflion,and things that grow out 
of one another, there is a wide difference. A ftory 
conduced with an unbroken concatination of inci- 
dents, calls for the beft invention. Suicide may 
ierve in the moment, when a conclufion is wanted: 
it may end the piece, but it will be without that 
connexion of caufe and effcfl, which is the fecret 
pharm of a well-wrought fable. 

I cannot conclude this paperwithout taking no- 
tice of the propenficy, which the fmall critics dif- 
covered at the reprefcntation of this piece, to at- 
tach themfelves to every trivial circumftance, 
which could have the lead tendency to excite their 
mirth. But I mull inform them that to be unfuf- 
ceptible of manly emotions, and at the fame time 
to yield to the idle fenlations of levity and merri- 
orient, is the fjRn of a little and a frivolous mind. 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER XXIL 

Satwrdajy March 17, I752« 

Proxima deinde tenent mcsfii hca^ quijibi letum 
Jnfontes peperere manu^ lucemque feroji 
Projccere animas, ^am vellent atbere in alto 
Nunc (^ pauper tern fc? duros preferre labor es ! 
Fata obftant^ triplicique palus inamabilis undd 
Alligat^ y novics Styx interfufa coercet. 

ViRG. 

THE following fhort, but melancholy letter, 
came to hand a few days fince. It has 
made fuch an impreflion upon my fpirits, that I 
cannot controul myfelf from laying it before my 
readers, with a few of thofe reflexions, which 
arofe in my mind in confequcncc of it. 

Dear Sir, 

I ROW take up the pen to own the receipt of 
your lafl favour, with the Grafs-Inn Journal in- 
clofed. I cannot at prefcnt prevail upon myfelf 
to return you an anfwer in form. My thoughts 
are too much engroffed by an unhappy event, 
which, I am perfuaded, will affeft your mind very 
greatly. Our once worthy friend. Jack **♦*♦, 
yeftcrday evening, after having paflcd the time 
with his ufual alacrity of fpirir, v;cnt home to his 

lodging, 
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lodging, and clapping a piftol in his mouth, Ihot 
himlelf through the head. The hoife alarmed 
the family, who inftantly went up ttairs, and 
found him dead. I (hall write to you more at 
large very fhortly. For the prefent, I can only 
fubfcribc myfelf. 

Yours with great (inccrity, 

The gloomy month of Novemierheing long fincc 
paflcd, I imagined that the horrid crime of Suicide 
would ceafe, at leaft till the return of that heavy time 
of the yean It is certainly a poor defertion from 
the dignity of our nature, to fufFcr the preflureof 
the atmofphere, or any other fublunary incident, 
to make fuch an impreffion on our fpirits, as to 
render us avowed enemies to ourfelves. I have 
heard a popular infurreftion called an unnatural 
rebellion -, but by what name (hall we ftigmatize 
an adion, which flies in the face of our Maker, 
which dares to thwart the difpenfations of the fu- 
preme Being, and fay to eternal Providence, who 
from the firft ordained all things for the beft, 

" Not thine, but my Will be done ?" 

It requires no profufion of imagery, no bold dar- 
ing metaphor, no ftudied hyperbole to reprefent 
jhis piece of impiety in its proper colours -, it 

ftrikcs 
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ftrikcs at once in its moft atrocious dye. Wert 
the horror of fo unnatural a deed fufficiently zu ' 
tended to, it would teach a due refignation to the 
determinations of Heaven, and would prevent tha? 
train of evils, from which a thinking mind mva^ 
now ftart back with difmay. 

If fclf-prefervation be an aftive principle in the 
heart of man, what a perverfion of our faculties, 
of our reafon, and our judgement, muft ufurp the 
mind of him, who fhus runs counter to the very 
end of his creatiop ! the dignity of the human foul 
is extinguilhedi the power of refledtion is fup^- 
prelfcd, and the very paflions are thrown off their 
byafsi their nature, ufe> and end is perverted j and 
what before fought real or apparent pleafure, or 
avoided aftual and imaginary pain, no\y by a ft range 
fatality feeks its own- deftruftion, Anarchy and 
civil war diflurb the imagination; the man bears, 
his own fecret enemy in his breaft^ he forms a dcf 
fign upon his own life -, he has the air-dra^n dag-- 
ger coaftantly before his eyes, and he at length be- 
jcomes his own Macbeth. Not even the bloody 
purpofer of determined vengeance on another'^ 
head (horrid as the crime appears) is half fo afto* 
nifhingi becaufe he does not carry v/ith him half 
f he abfurdity. The latter has time left him to 
atone by penitence for his barbarity, whereas the 
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fuicide urges precipitantly to the tribunal of hm 
tffcnded God. 

The real fourcc of this fatal evil is perhaps hard 
to be afcertained. If it is not allway s the elFeft of 
pride, it is fo ftrongly tinged with that fullen paf- 
iiort, that we may, in general, pronounce it thcf 
fource of thole dreadful calamities fo often men- 
tioned in our common newfpapers. Self-love i* 
apt to over-rate our rank in the fcale of being*' 
When once the imagination i$ ftruck with the 
idea of fancied importance, each little trial of ad- 
verfity is confidercd as a grievance intolerable; W 
is too much for the man to bear; he concludes 
himfelf deftined for affliftion, and, rather than dra^ 
a feveriih life under an huge load of mifery^ her 
proudly refolves to put an end to bis fufFeringSy' 
and meafure out the thread of hit own exiftcnce. 

For my own part, I cannot look upon any contin ^ 
gencfe in this world of confecyjence fufficient to urge 
a man to this extreme of madnefs. Is he reduced 
to difEculties by inordinate cxpence ? Doe^ the 
want of fortune prevent him from emerging into- 
the ftation of life,' which his ambition would af- 
pireto? Let him but examine the happinefs of 
the affluent; how many figh with a full puife ? 
How many are tortured with difeafes, or eaten up 
with uneafy paffions ? Have a man^s relations 
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tJhwortliily withdrawn their preteftioti from him ? 
There are occupations in life in which he may en-' 
deavourtpfupport himfclf, without theafllftanceof 
the unfeeling and ungenerous^ If he exerts his ta- 
lents and his induftry, with any degree of fuccefs, he 
will have the fatisfaftion of living independent of* 
thofe who have deferted him : fhould he fail, his 
honeft indigence will at all times be a difgrace to 
his proud relation*/ and either way he will be a 
living affront to his falfe friends. 

in fb polite an age it may not be proper to cof - 
roborate what has been advanced, by arguments 
drawn from religion ; biit if an heathen may have 
any weight ifl the affair, I would inform the man 
of defpair, that, there exifted philbfophers, both 
ih Greece and Rome, who faw by the light of reafon 
only, without the aid of revelation, the fhocking 
deformity of the crime here infifted upon. Plato 
and TuLLY were of opinion that men are placed 
in this world, as foldiers upon duty, who have noi 
right to move without the fu.mmons of the com- 
manding officer. Firgil in the words of my motto 
tells us, that there is a place of retribution for 
thofe unhappy wretches, who dare to lay violent 
hands upon themfelves, and, prodigal of life, pre- 
cipitate their fouls into eternity. They would be 
glad, continues the poet, to bear poverty and the 
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fharpeft mifcrics, could they again return to lifei 
but the fates forbid them: they have voluntarily 
fought the regions of death, and their lot is caft 
for ever. 

It may be faid that thefe tenets, however 
juft, and founded in truth and reafon, had no 
influence upon ancient manners. Men difpatched 
themfelves in defiance of moral theory, and 
boldly jumped the life to come. The praftice 
among the Romans cannot be denied, but it fhould 
be remembered, at leaft by Englishmen, that in 
the good days of the old republic, when the con- 
Hitution flourilhed, and liberty was in full vigour, 
the inftances of felf-murder were but rare. Cato 
died with the dying laws of his country; In fuc- 
ceeding times the fplendor of his name fpread the 
example, and if fuicide grew to be an epidemic 
vice, it was under the vilcft race of tyrants that 
ever appeared in the hiftory of the world. The 
annals of Tacitus may, in this view, be deemed 
a regifter of fuicides. From an infinite number I 
fliall fcledl one inftance. We are told that Coc- 
CEius Nerva was the favourite of the prince: 
his parts were bright, and his knowledge exten- 
five. In the fcience of the laws, both human and 
divine, he was deeply verfed. His age was not far 
advanced, -nor was his health impaired. With alj 
ihefc advantages, he formed a defign againft him- 
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fc\f, determined to end his days. Tiberius heard 
of this fatal purpofe t he vifited his friend -, en- 
quired into his motives, expoftulated, debated 
the point, and even added the force of entreaty. 
Why fhould fo valuable a life be thrown away ? 
It would embitter the Emperor's days, and dif- 
grace his memory, were mankind to fee a perfon> 
fo high in the Prince's favour, tired of life, and, 
without any apparent motive, bent oh felf-de- 
ftrui^ion. Cocceius heard him, but with difin- 
cHnation : he perfevered, and ftarved himlelf to 
death. Of fo deliberate an aft the hifftorian does 
not aillgn ths precife motive : the reafon, proba- 
bly, was an imcontroulable pridt,whichfawthecor- 
inption of the times, and difdained to live in a ftate 
of flavery. Britons have not the provocation, and 
of courfe, want the apology. But the apology 
was not fufiicient in the opinion of Martial^ 
who fays, upon an occafion that happened after* 
Wards, that he does not approve of the perfon 
who feeks the praife of magnanimity by deftroy-* 
ing himfelf : let him bear up againft the preffures 
of the world, for in that confifls his trued glory^ 

Nolo virumfaciU redimlt jut fangulne famam ; 
Hunc vchy laudari qui fine morU poUji. 

To thefe authorities, I would beg leave to add 
the fentimcnt of our great Sbak^pear^ who, tho 
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lie may be juftly fufpefted of Chriftianiry, was 
ftill a poet, and therefore may be cited on this 
ccc!afioh. He has introduced a young Prince^ 
deliberating whether he fliould extrieatci himfelf 
from the troubles of this world, by boldly put- 
t'ng an end to his exiftenee on this fide of the grave* 
The point is argued with great ftrength of rea- 
foning, and the calamities of life are thrown into 
the fcale. After ftating every thing in the moft 
ilriking colours, a profped: of futurity opens to 
the imagination, and the mind ftarts back from 
the defperate a6t, convinced that it is our duty to 
bear our portion with fortitude, until Heaven 
fhall be pleafed to put in execution that fentence 
of deathj which it has paffed on all mankind. 

ff^ho wou^d fdrdles hedr^ 
To fweat and groan under a weary Itfcy 
But that the dread offomething after deathj 
That undifcover* d country^ from whofe bourne 
No traveller returnSy puzzles the willy 
And makes us rather hear thofe ills we have. 
Than fly to others that we know not of? 

The poet concludes that confcience makes cowards 
ef us all\ it is not fo in truth; butfurely it ought 
to be of force to reftrain men from an aft, :^s un- 
natural as it is impious; 

Vol. V4 O NUMBE 
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NUMBER, XXIII. 

Saturday^ March 24, 1752^ 

An expeSfas ut ^uintlUanus ametur ? 

Juv. 

I Went, one morning laft week, to pay a vifit 
to a lady, for whom I have always had a very 
great refpeft. An excurfion which fhe made into 
the country, was the Occafion of my not having 
ieen her for fome time, but upon the firft notice 
of her return to town, I did myfelf the favour of 
waiting on her. It was with great fat isfaftion 
that I perceived her complexion florid to the 
higheft degree of health. As I knew flie had two 
fons at Eton fchool, I enquired after the young 
gentlemen, and received for anfwer, that the brat^ 
were minding their books. " Boys, Mr. Ranger, 
(faid fhe) " are beft when out of one's way; 
*^ they make fuch a noife in an houfe, that there 
" is no fuch thing as bearing with them» I hop^ 
«^ they arc going on well. . But, Sir, you don't 
" know all my family." Upon this fhe rung the 
•^ bell, and ordered the fcrvant to bring down 
" Mifs Lucy and Mifs Charlotte, and then conti- 
•' nued Mrs. BizarrCy they are quite jealous of 
" one another ; Mifs Lucy has taken a notion in 
•* her head that Charlotte is my favourite, and 
•* Charlotte equally fufpefls my Jpropenfity to 

Lucy I 
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*' Lucf \ but upon my word, it is without foun- 
** dation; I give them no manner of reafon. 
*^ Well, now I think it would be quite Wrong in 
*^ me to make any difference, when they are both 
" defcrving. I vow and protcfts I love them 
" both alike. I can't think how fomc folks can 
" be fo : to be furc it is commonly the caufe of 
*^ great uncafinefs in families, and the little things 
*' are unhappy in their minds. Lard, I wonder 
*' what keeps them above fo long." On a fud- 
dcn the parlour door was thrown open. As I did 
not recolleft that Mrs* Bizarre had any daugh- 
ters, I advanced with fome degree of impatience 
to falute the young ladies : to my great furprize, 
the maid introduced two very ugly monkeys, drefled 
out in the niceft manner, with Paris caps, and 
well-chofen petonlair and petticoat* 

This difappointment flung me into fome con- 
fufion : I retired in a very aukward manner to 
my chair. " There, Mr. Ranger^ (reaflumed 
" the lady) this is Mifs Lucy and this is Mifs 
«* Charlotte. Pray, Sir, don't you think they 
** have very pretty turned faces ? There's a fa- 
" mily likenefs, I think : they are the only com- 
^* fort 1 have. Pray, Molly^ did Mifs Ijicy rake 
" the manna as the doflor ordered ? Lord, 1 was 
O a " frighted 
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" frighted out of my wits ycftcrfay, the poor thing 
*^ was fo fevereJy pained with the cholic: andMifs 
" Charlotte has been coughing all the moPning ; 
" 1 hope it won't fall upon her lungs. They arc 
" the fweeteft creatures in the world : whereas 
" your curtfcy, Mifs, when a gentleman fpeaks fo 
" you ? She is abfolutely, Mt. Ranger j the greateft 
** prude in London. She quarrels with the maid, 
*^ if (he but leaves her breaft the leaft uncovered ; 
" and you know the fafhion is now to flicw as low 
" as one poflibly can. Her filler there, Mifs 
** Charlotte, (he is the violenteft coquet in nature. 
*^ Molly, give that fan. Sec how fhe handles it* 
** Soft affeftation plays about her twilled neck, as 
" it is in the play.. Don't you think (he has fine 
** eyes ? Well, did you ever (ce iuch a pretty 
*^mouth ? And the fineft teeth ! I am afraid (be 
*^ is a little inclined to be fat. She'll never be taller, 
" Lard, Mr. Ranger, 1 wifh I cpuld get her a huf • 
*^ band; I (hould be glad to fee h^r well fettled— 

*^ he, he, he. Now, I have a queer notion in 

** my head. Do you know that 1 have a hufband 
** in my eye for her ? Gucfs who it is ? There is 
*' Tom Titmovfe, who is always biting his lips, and 
" never has a bit of Iiis fhoe fc^n above his buc- 
^* kle ; and Billy IFirewig, who always (links of 
" perfume; or Jemmy Doll, with the delicate conri- 
** plexion, and the little mincing ftep; but it is 
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** not any of them. O fie, the frights! do you 
** think I wonld accept of any of 'em ? I affure, 
*^ you. Sir, I refufed a much better offer. I could 
^^ have had captain Jejfamy of the guards, but I 
*' have a finer thought in my head now. Was you 
** ever at Mother Midnight's ? To be fure you was^ 
^ he, he, he. Weil, for certain, I am a comical 
*^ woman. You remember the pretty dear crca- 

" ture, that fits at fupper on the right hand 

^ he, he, he, it came into my mind the moment 
*' I faw the dear fellow, that.it would be a good 
" match i and fo now, as I don't know where to 
** fend, I have drawn up an advertifement which I 
*^ intend to put into the papers — here, you may 
'' read it. Sir," 

" If the monkey, that fat on the right hand at 
*' Mother Midnight'Sy and drank a glafs of wine, 
*' after bowing to the company, has no averfion to 
"n^atrimonyj he is defired to call at May-Fair 
*■ chapel, and he will hear of foiPiCthing to his ad- 
*' vantage." 

Upon perufal of this extraordinary advertiie- 
noent, I endeavoured to expoftulate with the good 
lady. I remonftrated, that it would appear to 
the world fhe moft whimfical thing that was ever 
praClifcd, Mr$. Bj^anr coijld not bear to be 
O 3 ' touched 
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touched in fo tender a point : (he told me with 
fome vehemence, that monkeys have often more 
fenfe than many of the human fpecies ; and I be- 
lieve the difpute would have rifen high betweezj 
us, had not an accident put an end to it. 

While we were engaged in converfation, a 
quarrel happened between the two young ladies. 
In a moment Mifs Lucy tore oft Mifs Cbarlotte'% 
cap. The compliment was returned in kind, an4 
the battle was carried on with great eagernefs on 
both fides, attended with violent fcreamipgs^ with 
bouncing about the room, leaping on chairs and 
tables, and flying violently in our faces. All the 
ornaments on the mantle-piece were broke to 
fhatters and Ihivers. The china figures, which 
before fecmed to breathe and think, came trem-i 
bling down. Wcodwcrd and Mrs. Clivey who re- 
prefented their difi^erent charafters in Letbe^ fliared 
the general wreck : Mrs. Bizarre'^ face wa3 
Ibratched in fcveral places, and flie loft in the fray 
f, very elegant pair of Dre/den ruffles. 

Prudence direfled me to efcape from this 
ftrange fcene. As foon as 1 found myfclf in my 
chambers, I could not help rcfledlingoii the whim • 
fical turn of mind, which difpofcd the lady to fix 
i^cr heart on- fuch a difigiceablc race of animals. 

When 
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When a woman becomes an apoftate from the 
laws of nature, and diverts herfelf of the proper ' 
ornaments of her fex, ihe is as great an exotic as 
^ny in her colleftion of wild bcafts. I believe, 
the pangs of jealoufy would be much keener in a 
hufband*s breaft, were he to fiAd himfelf rivalled 
by a monkey j and for fuch a fet of odious crca- 
cures to fee a perfon negleft her own children, is 
fo fantaftical a circumstance, that fome of my 
readers may perhaps think the exiftcnce of fuch a 
charafter improbable; but there are frequent in- 
(lances of it in this town. 

To regulate and govern the imagination, is re- 
commended by a Greek philolbpher, as a point of 
moment in tlie conduft of life. The imagination 
is the livelieft faculty of the foul : it gives to all 
objects the hue and colour, which they fecmingly 
wear ; and we love and hate, hope and fear, ac- 
cording to the fccnes which are piftured to our 
fancy. ■ It is this which makes ^ixoiilla call 
aloud for a cork ; and under due government is 
the fource of that fprightly tafte and juft fcnfe of 
things, which is remarkable in Angelica. It is 
this which gives new graces to her beauty, irra- 
diates her v;holc countenance, and in all fcenes 
and circumftances of life renders her the mofl 
amiable of her fcx. 

O 4 Ta 



Digitized by 



Google 



fioo THE GRAY's-NN JOURNAL: 

To cultivate, therefore, and cherifh the natural 
affcdtions ; to direft them to wor.thy objects j tq 
keep theni all in harmony, fy that not one of theni 
Ihall grow out of due proportion, or contradt any 
whimfical habit, is the befl: preferver and beauti- 
fier of the female form. It gives that pleafing 
turn of mind which we call fweetnefs of temper ^ 
prevents wrinkles, and gives an agreeable air to 
the whole perfon, as a few of the fex have expe^ 
rienced ; and as fuch is this day recommended t() 
all the female readers of this paper. 
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NUMBER XXIV. 

Saturday y March 31, 1753. 

— - — Galeatum fero duelli 
PopniUt — — T 

Juv. 

CONSIDERING the ftate of warfare an au, 
thor enters into, when he firft takes a pen in 
hand, and the number of Goths and Vandals that 
infeft every age, ready to wage a barbarous war 
upon defencelefs wit ; I have been punftually 
three times a week at a celebrated fencing-fchool, 
in order to perfcft myfelf in the noble fcience of 
dfjfence. The matter of this place underftands 
the method of killing as well as any gentleman of 
the faculty, but his temper of mind ri^nders him 
lefs inclinable to put it in praftice. He allows 
me to be a very good figure on the ground ; fays, 
I ftandan excellent .attitude, and adds, that when 
I bring myfelf to do things not fo much in a 
hurry, I fhall fence as well as any angry boy in 
England. I mufl own, that 1 am apt to advance 
and retreat in too precipitate a manner. The 
warmth of this violent exercife throws my fpirits 
into fuch a flurry, that I fometimes cannot avoid 
jioing rnifchief. } have already put out a gentle- 
man's 
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man*s eye, diflocated three of another*s teeth/ and 
broke my foil upon the finall ribs of a third. If 
. I proceed in this manner, I begin to be apprehen- 
five about the confequences which may arifc from 
unforefeen accidents, and therefore I am now de- 
termined to entrench myfelf from infults within 
one of the refolutions, which I formed upon the 
commencement of this paper, namely, not to de- 
ferve ill of any man. 

It would be well if all the individuals in fo^ 
ciety would enter into a reciprocal agreement to 
obferve the fame principle in their deportment : 
we might then fee that harmony fubfift, which as 
fociable beings it is our intercft ta promote. 
All furly morofenefs would be banifhcd ; and jn 
{hort, this fingle rule, of deferving ill from no 
man, would prevent thofe animofities, which too 
frequently hurry men, otherwife well difpofcd, to 
violate all laws, both human and divine. 

The common rules of gGt)d breeding are fuf- 
ficient in other countries to reftrain a fitry fpirit 
within due bounds. But in England the laws of 
civility are not diffufed. We live in a vicious 
grarirication of our private humours. A felfi/h 
fpirit is condemned in ethics as the caufe of many 
vices : it is of no lefs evil influence in the petites 
racrales^ or /ej/er morals. When a narrow regard 
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to a man's own fenfations gains the afcendant, and 
none will recede from their equal right of having 
their own way, it is not to be wondered that ill 
humoiirs fhould four the temper, and that fre- 
quent quarrels ftiould arife. 

Philip/us has taken \t into his head, that to b« 
briik and fliining in converfation, is the moft ele- 
gant accompUfliment. He has Ipent moft of his 
time in the acquirement of fomething, which he 
calls wit, but in the eyes of men of fenfe, is only 4 
petulant pertnefs, very annoying to his company. 
Pkiiip/us has laid it down as a maxim, that he muft 
upon all occafions difplay his favourite talent. He 
would rather at any time lofe his friend than his 
joke. Anfiphaus is an abfolute enemy to all pre- 
tenfions to be fhining : converfation with him, 
piuft be in a plain fcnfible manner; he will nei- 
ther give nor take a joke ; hence thefe two are 
conftantly at variance, and it is imagined by their 
friends, that the affair muft be at laft decided be- 
Jiind Montague-houje. 

I have often wondered how men can be fuch 
enennies to their pleafures, as to be thus obfti- 
pately bent on the indulgence of their own pri-- 
vate whimfies, without abating any thing frorq 
their pretenfions, in order to contribute to the fe- 
Ijcity of their neighbours. , The focjal paffions 
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afford more real delight, than any felfilh gratifi- 
cations i the latter are fure to occafion a narrow- 
ncfs of fpirit, while the former expand the faculties 
c^ the mind, and receive addition from being 
communicated, like the fun painting the hemi- 
iphcre with ftreaks of light, which ferve to adorn 
his way, and augment the glory of his career. In 
9 ft^te of mutual depe^dance, which Nature ht^ 
allotted to us all, it is not to be imagined th^t any 
one will pay the leaft deference to our eafe an4 
happinefs, unlcfs in return we recede a little froni 
our own humours, and purchafe that complacence, 
which every one defir^s to meet with in his inter^ 
courfe with fociety^ 

But all reftraint upon our conduft feems to be 
thrown off. Hence recourfe is had to duelling, 
to decide differences between thofe, who have re- 
nounced the guidance of reafon. The Remans 
knew nothing of this modern praftice, which is 
entirely of French growth, and, like many of the 
fafhions of that country, fhould be exploded front 
all civilized nations. And yet, by the advices 
which I receive from Ire/and, this barbarous cuf- 
tom ftrems to be fulJy eftablifhed throughout th^t 
kingdom. It is confidered as the accompliilir 
ment that completes the fine gentleman. J le, 
who has 'not killed his man, 'or lodged a ball irj 
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the abdomen^ is confidered as an equivocal charac- 
ter; About fomething, or nothing, every mart 
muft be ready to go to tbejod. The field, indeed, 
is not always neceflary : the firfl cofFee-houfc, or 
tavern, anfwers the purpofe. A gentleman juft 
arrived from Dublin informs me, that while he 
was eating a morfel of dinner at a tavern in Da- 
mafk ftreet, the bell which hung over the middle 
of the table, was on a fudden thrown into violent 
motion : " Pray don't mind it. Sir," cries the 
waiter, ^' it is only two gentlemen fkirmiftiing in 
" the next room, and one of them has fired thro' 
'* the wainfcoat, and hit the bell." The fame 
gentleman tells me that the caufe of quarrel is ge- 
nerally oT little moment : you may fight in Ire- 
land becaufc you will, or will not drink the glo- 
rious and immortal memory o( Oliver Cromwell ; 
or becaufe your grandmother died a Papift, or, as 
the cafe may be, becaufe you are a True-blue, and 
deteft a Papift. In (hort, you may acquire great 
fame, in that country, upon very eafy terms. If 
you do not underftand a gentleman's meaning, it 
is allowed, that, without further ceremony, you 
may cut his throat. The woman at Lucas's cofFee- 
houfe, 1 am told, ftands fire like a war houfe : fhe 
gives you change of a guinea, with .great cool- 
ncfs, in the midft of a fray :" " twelve Ihillings 
•' thirteen, fourteen— —there's a piftol gone off^! 

« —fifteen. 



Digitized by 



Google 



io6 THE GRAY's-INN JOURNAL. 

** fifteen, fixteen, feventen— -what is it 

*^ about? nineteeny twenty, twenty-one^ 

** I am forry the gentleman is dead s -there's 

" your full change." 

Mr. Addijony in his elegant poem, entitled the 
Campaign^ has given a definition which it may be 
proper to cite on this occafion. 

True courage dwells not in a troubled flood 
Of mounting fpirits and fermenting blood ; 
Lodged in the Souly by Virtue ovcr-ruVdy 
Inflanid by Reafon^ and by Reafon cocVd. 

I never yet heard of an affair between two gen- 
tlemen, according to the polite phrafc, but one, of 
both of them were egregioufly in the wrong. If, 
inftead of determining wilfully to fupport mat- 
ters of no moment, people could be brought to 
canvafs their di Terences with fome degree of tem- 
per, we fhould not often have advices from Mary^ 
bene Fieldsy or any of the ufual fcenes of a-^ion. 
To evince this, I Ihall concltide with the follow- 
ing (lory. I was once in company at a tavern, 
when after much mirth and feftivity, one of the 
party, who had been filent almoft th^ whole 
night, accofted a gentleman, who had contributed 
greatly to our entertainment by a lively vein of 
fancy peculiar to him, in 'the following words, 

*« Sir, . 
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" Sir, (fays he, taking him by the button) I have 
" fomething to communicate to you : I have ob- 
** ferved. Sir, that you have been very facetious, 
" all night, you have run your rig upon me. Sir, 

*' and fo 1 defire you will meet me to-morrow 

" morning in Pancras Burying-ground/'^^ A 

blood of the town would perhaps have been fired 
at this propofal i but my friend received it with 
great compofure, and with a mixture of jeft and 
earned in his countenance, w^hifpered, " In Pan- 
" eras Burying-ground, Sir ?" ** Yes, Sir, in 

" Pancras Burying-ground." " Very well, 

" Sir I mufl: I bring my (hroud with me ?'* 

The pleafantry of the queftion excited a gene- 
ral laugh. The angry gentleman joined in the 
chorus, and, as foon as he recovered from his fit 
of merriment, exclaimed, " Give me your hand. 
1 will never meet you, but on a party of plcafure^ 
and to that you may command me whenever you 
plcafe." 
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NUMBER XXV. 

Saturday J April ^jy 1753.' 
Scimus inurbanufti Lepido fcponere di^o, 

HOR. 

I Have in a former paper delivered my fenti-^ 
ments concerning the notable art of Humbug-* 
ging, as it is called in the language now in vogue; 
and np man, I believe, retains a doubt but tha^ 
a praftice fo fenfelefs^ and, indeed, fo mifchievous, 
ought, for the intereft of ibciety, to be exploded 
from every company. It is my intention to throw 
together .this day fome curfory reflexions upon 
RauleA, not becaufe it is, like the former, of 
fpurious birth, or a mean and illiberal talent, but 
on the contrary, becaufe Raillery is a fharp and 
nice weapon, not to be trufted to the hand of 
every bungler, who chufcs to play with edge 
tools. Certain it is, there are but few properly 
qualified to exercife this talent. There is hardly 
any thing that requires fo fine an underflanding, 
or calls for fo much delicacy in the exertion of 
it. But as matters are generall)4 managed, there 
is nothing {o coarle as the attempts of thofe, who 
are ambitious of fhining in converfation, and are 
thercfoje determined to banter mankind into an 
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exalted opinion of their accomplifliments. The 
litmoft that can be allowed this race of wits, is to 
join in the general laugh: if mirth be going .for- 
ward^ they may very properly be admitted to par- 
take of the feftivity> without vainly pretending to 
take the lead> or to engrofs the converfation : as 
the uninformed country fquire fliould not be fuf- 
fered by the mafter of the ceremonies in a polite 
affembly, to come forward in a minuet, where the 
graces of movement are required, though he may 
be tolerated to romp in a country dancle, and dif- 
play all the gambols of his unfafliioned adivity. 



Nee cumjis vat era foffhr 



^res t ant urn adnumeros Satyri moveare BathyUi. 

Were t to define Raillery> I Ihould call it a de* 
licate exertion of pleafantry upon the foibles, the 
flight indifcretions, the miftaken opinions, or 
even the virtues of men, when carried to fome de- 
gree of exccfs. No timfture of ill-nature mufl; 
be fuf&red to mingle in the compofition of raillery, 
Good manners muft allways be the predominant 
quality. No man has any degree of right to in- 
vade another's inward peace. A well turned mind 
will always decline any thing that comes home to 
the bofom of any perfon, with whom he is willing 
to enter into fociety. Whatever may tend to 

ToL. V. P create 
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create difcftecm in the circle of our acquaintance! 
or to thr6w a ridiculous light upon a chara£ter; 
whatever may excite uneafy fenfations by touching 
upon circumflances, about which it is polfible a 
perfon may have a tender feelings though in their 
own nature, they are not of any material impor* 
tankre; infhort, all topics, butfuch, as we arc con- 
vinced the objeft of our merriment will give up, 
are carefully to be avoided. It will be always ex- 
pedient fo to glide gently over the affcdcd part, 
that the wound may appear to be probed by a 
Ikilful hand. Drvden throws a light upon this 
fubjcd by a familiar ftory. He tells us it was the 
boajft of Jack Ketch's wife, that any body can tuck 
a man up and put him dumfily to death, but to 
do it with dexterity, and make the culprit die an 
cafyjj)Ieafant death, was only the genteel qualifica- 
tion of her hufband. In like manner it requires 
no very (hining abilities to inform our neighbour 
of his oddities, or point out to him his indifcre- 
tions ; but to open his eyes, and let in the light 
without rendering it painful to him; to give a 
fcnfe of the foible, without difturbing the natural 
complacence, with which every one is willing to 
behold himfelf, is a talk which requires more ele- 
gance and refinement than happens to fall to the 
fhare of every individual. And yet there is no 
going any where without meeting pretenders in 

this 
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this way : every quarter of the town abounds with 
men of raillery> and to all thofe it is necefiary to 
render an account of our aftions> our friends^ our 
attachments^ ouf cloaths, our walk> and what not ? 
Of thcfc lively and pleafant companions the mif- 
fortune is> that they have at fome time or other 
fccn a man of wit> who had the addreft to pro- 
mote the mirth of his company. What is well 
done too frequently ocCafions a.number of imita-* . 
tors ; and every blockhead^ who has laughed ac 
the fallies of a brilk and lively fancy, fees no reafon 
why he fhould not for the future divert his com- 
pany, and be conGdered as the mailer of the joke 1 
like the nK)nkey in the fable, who faw a gentleman 
ifaave himfelf, admiring the turn of his wrift, and 
the dexterity of every ftroke. The operation be- 
ing finifhed, and the gentleman gone, without lay- 
ing up his utenfils, Ofbo mounts the table, fixes 
himfelf before the glafs and flouriihes the razor 
with mimic (kill, till unfortunately he cut his jaw 
acrofs, and then too late found the danger of play- 
ing with edge tools. 

1 h^ve drawn up an allegorical account of the 
birth and parentage of Raillery, which, I think, 
niay ferve to lay before the reader its fevcral effi- 
cient qualities. 

Good Sekse and Ridicule were joined in wed- 
lock: the offspring of their marriage was Hu- 
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MOVKy who for a long time roved about Pamajks^, 
placing the follies' and whims of mankind in fuch 
a light, as never failed to excite mirth in the fy-< 
nod of ^olli and the Mufes. At length h^- 
pening to wander out of bounds^ Humour met 
on the borders of PamaffkSy juft upon the verge of 
Worldly commerce, a Wtain lady known by the 
Ran^ of Ill-Nature.. Drawn in by falfe allure- 
ments and a glavering fmile, which 111 -Nature 
always wore upon her countenance. Humour of- 
fered propofals of marriage, which were carried 
without delay into execution, and in mne months 
time Railing was ulhercd into the world* With 
a fmall mixture of his father's qualities ftronglf 
blended with the complexional habits of his nw- 
ther. Railing grew up in the practice of expoling; 
the infirmities of all who came in his way. With- 
out rcftraint he took unbecoming Kbertics, ibwed 
the feeds of difcontcnt in every breaft, and in 
time began to difturb the harmony of the facred 
Nine. Thalia conceived an averfion to himi and 
in order to mend the breed, preferred a petition to 
,jipoUo to divorce Humour from his wife Ill-Na- 
ture. 

After a full hearing of Ae caufe, Jpolh iflued 
out his edidl of fcparation. Humour could not 
live fmgle, and' in a (hort time made anodier 
match, which, as good luck would have it, turned 

oux 
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dut belttr than the former. His fecond wife's 
name was Wit, a lady of great vivacity, and a- 
botinding in forprizing turns in all hey converfa- 
lion; She hardly could fee any thing, but her 
way was inftantly to compare it to fome other fub- 
jeft, and flie frequently would make her auditors 
laugh by pointing out a latent refemblance in 
things, which feemed in their own nature abfo- 
lutely repugnant to each other. Contrary to the 
praftice of modern life, her principal endeavour 
was to fet off her huftand. Fond of variety in her 
drefs, (he would upon many occafions lend her beft 
apparel to Humour, who never failed to look moft 
engaging, when Wit contributed her ornaments. 
Humour, in his turn, gave additional embellifh- 
ment$ to his wife, and both reflefted a reciprocal 
luftre upon each other. They continued in a ftate 
of mutual fondnefs, and their faithful love was in 
time rewarded with a tender daughter, who was 
immediately called, with the general confent, by 
the name of Raillery. The Muses cherifhed her 
in their bofoms. As foon as Ihe began to talk, flie 
was the delight of Parnaflus. In her con verfation 
ihe difcovered a propenfity to her father's way of 
thinking, but wfth a confldefable abatement of his 
feverity. The mother's delicacy Ihe pofTefled 
entire. Whenever (he touched upon any thing, 
like her, ftie endeavoured to give it an agreeable 
colouring. In this Habit fhe was further con- 
P 3 firmed 
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firmed by Politeness, a coUattral relation by the 
mother's fide, who took upon her the care of her 
manners, and inftruftcd her perfeftly in all the 
. fecojidary qualitie$ or leffer morals> which are 
commonly known by the name of good breed- 
ing* Confirmed in thefe principles. Raillery 
was, at a mature age, trufted abroad into the 
world, where Ihe had not been long before (he was 
carefTed by the courtly Horace, who took her' 
home (0 his own houfe, introduced her to Meca- 
nasy and found her of fmgular fervice in all. his 
writings. At the demife of that bard. Raillery 
wandered a vagrant up and down, till at length 
fhe took it into her head tp vifit Boileau in Paris i 
from whence Ihe came over to England^ and rc- 
(ided for many years with Addison, under who/e 
roof flip hecan^e acquainted with Steele, and 
m^de npw ^nd then an excurfion to pafs fome 
time with Mr. Pope at Twickenham^ At prefent, 
\t is faid, that ihe is tak?n into keeping by a cer- 
tain noble Earl, of whom ihe is fo enamoured, 
that it is confidently reported, ihe will not quit 
his company, though he is now in danger of be- 
coming deaf; and it is further faid, that ihe will 
ilick by him to his lail breath ; but at that un- 
happy junftiire, what will become of her, nobody 
call pretend to determine, 

NU MBER, 
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NUMBER XXVI. 

Saturday^ April 14, 1755- 
Jn^editurque Joh^ &f caput inter nuhila condit. 

ViRO. 

T^HERE are few terms, which are applied 
^ with greater impropriety, than thofe cha- 
rafteriftical appellations, which men ufually bc- 
ftow on their acquaintance, or on others, in whofe 
company and converfation they may at any time 
have been cafually engaged. Every character, 
indeed, is formed by the prevalence of fome par- 
ticular paffion, which influences the temper, and 
gives a calling weight to the genius of the perfon 
in whom it fubfifts. But no rules that I know of, 
have been yet laid down, nor is there any certain 
ftandard which Ihould fix the degree of elevatioi^ 
to which the ruling paflion muft neceflarily rife, 
before it can have ftrength fufficient to determine 
the charadlen 

The reader muft, however, be informed, thatl 
am not fpeaking of thofe moral qualifications, or 
endowments of the heart, which fpeculative wri- 
ters have taken fo much idle pains to adorn and 
recommend i and which men of fenfc, or men of 
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the world, have unanimoufly agreed in rejeding^ 
as unworthy of their ferious notice. The quali* 
ties I mean are pure virtues of the head or face ; 
properties, which enable the pofleflbr to aflfume a 
folemn afpeft at incidents, which fet the reft of 
the table in a roar ; or to interrupt what is truly 
ferious and grave, by impertinent queftions of 
levity and mirth 5 or laftly, to condemn and ca- 
vil, when all the world fees the higheft reafons for 
applaufe and admiration. The effefts which 
thefe caufes produce in life, however various and 
complicated in their appearance, may be reduced 
to three general fources of wit, humour, and cri- 
tifm, and as the pretenders to thefe feyeral quali- 
ties are infinite in number, I have determined on 
a certain ftandard, in order to regulate and adjuft 
theif claims. The method I propofc is, to decide 
their different pretenfions by the height and fta- 
ture of the body. 

And left this fhould be confidcred as a wild, 
chimerical defign, I muft beg leave to aflure my 
reader, that the theory I am forming is built up- 
on the lateft difcoveries, andmoft uncontrovertcd 
principles of true philofophy. It is poffible, how- 
ever, that perfons of an over-refining curiofity 
may be able to raife fome objeftions to what I am 
going to advance: but as every thing is liable to 
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be called in queftion by thofe who are difpofed to 
cavil, they will give me but little pain upon that 
head. The plaineft truths have been difputed : 
the moft extravagant opinions have been fortu- 
nate enough to meet with their advocates and ad- 
mirers. Now, I would have fuch people recoi- 
led what are the general apprehenfions arifing in 
the mind, on the fight of an uncommon flature ; 
^nd how favourable, withal, even the notions of 
the vulgar are to an unufual height of perfon. Is 
it not commonly fuppofed, that men of this fu- 
perior eminence pofTefs as fuperior parts, and ex- 
traordinary degrees of merit ? From this prin- 
ciple, my little friend ofDrury-Lane is univerfally 
cenfured, as foiling fhort of a true hero, by near 
half a foot ; whilft his more afpiring antagonift is 
allowed to have all the neceflary dimenfions, re- 
quired both by ar^tient and modern precedents, to 
ponftitute the heroic charafter. 

It is an axiom in philofophy, vhich few, I 
hope, will be fo hardy as to deny, that the foul is 
pll and all in every part. From hence it is ob- 
vious, that the body, which is a covering only for 
the ^therial particle that is lodged within it, muft 
neceflarily receive its dimenfions from the vigour 
of the fpirit, which aftuates the exterior frame, 
The greater the portion of fire with which thi^ 
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Ipirit is endued, its elaftic qualities wiU be pro* 
portionabljr ftronger 5 and the dimcnfions of the 
body will be protruded to a fize, exaftly of the 
fame dimenfions with the foul which informs it. 
On this fimple hypothcfis, which 1 imagine can- 
not be cafily difproved, I proceed to fettle the re* 
Ipedlive qualifications of the different pretenders, 
who have been mentioned above. 

In the firft place, thofe, who with gentle fyil- 
Ham in the play, boaft themfelves not on account 
of their wifdom, but as they have z pretty wit, do 
not exceed the lowed degree of our appointed 
ibuidard. It is not in nature, that fuch perfons 
can rife in their ftature, above the height of five 
feet and fix inches. For wit, which is merely an 
cxercife of the tongue, doth not require the fame 
bulk and dimenfions, which are eflential to quali- 
fications of a fuperior order. It is evidently a 
much Icfs exertion of the interior faculties, than 
what is productive of that talent which we call 
humour. Hence we muft advance a little in our 
ftandard ; and can admit no one to be a man of 
real humour, who does not come up to the full 
height of five feet and eight inches j and this 
fmall progrcflion is the more allowable, as a con- 
fiderable part of humour is frequently exprelTcd 
fyy fuch feats of body, as require fame little de- 
gree 
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grec of fize and ftrength. Giving a friend a vio- 
lent and unexpefted flap upon the back, or the 
dexterous leaping over chairs and tables, have 
been often regarded as fo many undoubted figns 
of genuine humour i and are generally agreed to 
denote a moft facetious vein of pleafantry in the 
authors of fuch exquifite jokes. It will fome- 
times further happen, that thefe two qualities 
may^ be blended in the fame perfon ; as I doubt 
not but many of my readers can recoUeft feveral 
of their acquaintance, who are your only men of 
wit and hunriour. Now this conjunction mani- 
feftly implies a much fuperior energy of foul ; 
and confequently a ftill higher advancement in 
our fcale of charafteriftic excellencies. Thefe 
candidates for fame will accordingly rife two 
inches above thofe who are mentioned laft -, and 
none are to pafs under this deriomination for the 
future, but thofe, whofe height is five feet ten. For 
thefe qualities, when thus united, will frequently 
exert themfelves in llrokes of gallantry and 
mirth, which are fo much the more honourable as 
{hey are dangerous to the perfon or the purfe of 
the ingenious artifl-, who has the courage or cu- 
fiofny to attempt the experiment. The demo- 
Jilhing of windows, knocking down of watchmen, 
)t)ilking of waiters at places of entertainment^, with 
pther inftance§ of the like kind, are very laudable 
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and convincing proofs of thcfe connpound quali- 
ties refiding together in the fame habitation. The 
laft quality, which greatly overtops the reil, and 
is indeed the crown and perfeftion of all, is the 
wonderful and moft ingenious faculty of modern 
criticifrn. And as this is, in the moft exalted 
maner, the gift of nature, whoever has the happi- 
nefs to be born a true critic, is at leaft fix feet 
complete. A critic is the mafter -piece and no- 
bleft work of nature j and may juftly be expefted 
to bear about him fome diftinguifhing tokens, 
which will enable a fpeftator, at firft view, to ac- 
knowledge and revere his merits. Hence flie has 
beftowed on him a niore than ordinary portion of 
the daring and tremendous j and thefe would ap- 
pear to very little efFeft in a perfon of lefs dimen- 
fions, than thofe which we have here affigned 
him. The wit may be pert and fanguine; the 
man of honour confident or overbearing; but it 
is the critic alone, who glares horribly terrific. 
His every look freezes the young author's blood : 
at the found of his voice, the rooted feats have 
been known to be torn from the ground, and 
hurled violently through the air, in furious 
and wild commotion. Phasnomena, like thefe, 
^xn only be produced by that iron ftrength 
gf lungs, and brazeu audacity of figure, which na- 
ture 
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ture has fo liberally imparted to the modern 

... . * ^^^ 

cntic. % 

It will be neceffary to obviate an objeftion arif-^ 
ing from popular prejudice, that the fcience of 
criticifm being to examine into the merits of all 
produftions of genius and learning, it does not 
feem tQ demand the fize and dimenfions which I 
have made effential to the charafter : but the ob- 
jedors, I apprehend, are miftaken in the end of 
modern criticifm ; and have not, perixaps, duly 
reflefted on the neceffary qualities to difcharge 
the province they are defirous of alloting it. To 
execute that talk, would require a moderate por- 
tion of fenfe, tafte, and judgment, under the di- 
rection of modefty and candour j talents fo Httle 
pradifed by thofe who have taken up the occu- 
pation of a critic, that they appear on all occa- 
fions not to have the lead conception of them. 
Whoever will give himfelf leave to confider, that 
the charafter of a critic, a wit, and a man of hu- 
mour, in the prcfent eftimation of the world, is 
fupported wholly by mechanical operations, in 
which the underftanding has no manner of fhare, 
every fuch perfon will eafily agree with me, that 
thefureft method to difcover thofe charaders, 
muft be taken from that part which is principally 
concerned j and as we can truly judge from out- 
ward 
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ward appearances alone, I have fhcwed to a de-» 
monftration, that the ftature of a perfon is the 
only infallible criterion, by which we can decide, 
on the juftnefs of his pretenfions ; and that no one 
for the future can have any right to either of 
thofe charafters, but whofe dimenfions will ex- 
aftly tally with the mcafure of this ftandard. 

Having now fettled tne true criterion, by which 
we are to eftimate the feveral talents above- 
mentioned, I now think proper to give public 
notice, that I (hall very (hortly iflue an edift for a 
general fhew, or appearance of all the critics, 
wits, and men of humou rwithin this metropolis, 
and five miles round it. 1 he place of rendezvous 
will be the Piazzas in Covent'-Garden. I propofe 
to attend in perfon for the juft deterniination of 
their refpedive merits. No one fliall pretend to 
pafs himfelf on the world as a critic, who does not 
fubmit to this meafurcment, and afterwards he is 
to be reputed accordingly. The name of every 
perfon will be carefully entered in a regifter to be 
kept at the Bedford coffee-houfe, to which every 
man will have the liberty of appealing in cafe of 
a difpute. Mr. Ranger, out of conlidcration to 
the circumftances of the faid critics, wits, and 
others, generoufly remits his own fees, and re- 
quires only one fliilling to be given his clerk, as x 
perquifite for his trouble. 
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NUMBER XXVIL 

Saturday J April 21, 1753. 

Jure etenim idjummum^ quid dexter Jenio ferret , 
Scire erat in voto, damnoja canicula quantum 
Raderet, angufta collo non fallier area. 

Persius. 

A FTER fauntering for fome time the other 
^ ^ morning in Graf s-Inn-Gar dens ^ I withdrew 
to the edifice raifed by the great Sir Francis Bacon. 
I had fqarcely feated myfclf, when I perceived an 
elderly gentleman haflening towards mt. He 
was of a ruddy, hale complexion, but had the 
air of one fomewhat difconcerted in his mind^ 
Scraping the ground with one leg drawn back- 
wards, and holding out his hat at arm's length, he 
hcfitated a defire to know if I was Mr. Ranger^ 
the entertaining writer. Upon anfwering him in 
the affirmative, with regard to the name, and at 
the fame time expreffing fome doubt about 
the compliment made to me as an author, the 
gentleman immediately looked grave, and Ihak- 
ing his head, ** Aye, Sir, fays he, you are the 
** very man I want : I .muft be a little trouble- 
'* fome to you for your advice in an affair that 
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•* weighs heavily on my fpirits j and a friend hat 
•* advifed me to apply to Mr* Ranger for his opi- 
" nion.'V I affured the gentleman of my incli- 
nation to ferve him, and as I perceived he had not 
yet divefted himfclfof his diffidence, I begged 
of him to proceed without any farther ceremony: 
he complied, and went on as follows. 

'« My name. Sir, is OldcaJiUy o{ Oldcaftle-halU 
** in the north of England. Nothing but an af- 
** fair of confcquence (hould have brought mc 
** upwards of two hundred miles to town. I 
•* have fetched my eldeft fon up with me, as I 
" think of putting him to fomething : a wounded 
** fharp boy he is ; he's a Tartar for your Greek 
** and your Latin^ and the bell mimick in the 
•* world ; odds my life, he'd mimick all the wag- 
** goners as he came along the road. But that's 
" neither here nor there. I now think it time, 
** as I told you, to put him to bufinefs. I have 
** a large family, and but a fmall cftate was hand- 
" ed tome by my anceftors. The land was fur- 
•' veyed in the time of ^ecn Elizabeth^ and there 
" is juft the fame number of acres to this day. I 
" would have my fon be the firft of his family 
'^ that improved it, and then he may help me to* 
" provide for his brother and fitters. But look 
** ye. Sir, in this large town, I am mainly puzzled 

" what 
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^ what to put him to i I am afraid I have made 
" fuch another journey to London as Sir Francis 
** ff^rongbead^ and unlefs fomc fuch good gentle- 
** man as you affifts me, I muft go back in the 
" old fqueaking ftage-coach without doing my 
** buCnefs. If you pleafe> V\\ ftep and fetch 
*^ Dicky ^ he*-s at the BuU^ind Gale Inn, and will be 
*^ here in a crack.^' Here he paufed for a reply. 
As the matter he confultcd me upoh was of no 
fmall importance, I begged leave to be filent for 
the prefent, and promifed I would give him an an- 
fwcr in this day's lucubration. Mr. Oldcq/He was 
pcrfcdUy fatisfied. He withdrew in the fullriefs 
of his joy, after affuring me that he wbuld always 
read my paper, and that he would leave orders 
with the publilher to fend it to his houfe in the 
country every Saturday for the future* 

The direftion of ^ young gentleman's genius to 
any particular profeflion, is a point of more con- 
fcquence, than perhaps appears to the inatten- 
tive. To this ftep is often to be imputed the hap- 
pincfs or mifery of the perfon in the enfuing part 
of his days. This circumftance in life, is not un- 
like what we fee at a bowling-green, where, be-^ 
fore a man plays off, he Should confider the byafs 
of his bowl^ and if it is delivered with judgment, 
it makes its way to the defired points but if there 
'^VoL. V* CL . fl^ould 
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fliould be too much fapiditjr in the outfit, or if a 
proper degree of force fhould be wanting to for- 
ward it, it either runs beyond the mark, or lags in 
the middle of its progrefs. On this account it it 
no eafy matter to advife upon fo delicate a point 
as I have now to handle, 

I have confidered all the profeflions, and I 
really think them very precarious. Many great 
cftates and eminent titles have been derived from 
the law ; but it is now reduced to fuch a ftate, 
that without very great friends, a perfon pofleffed 
of the talents of a Murray^ (hall never rife to any 
degree of eminence. With regard to phyfick, a 
genius may fpend his time in faving the lives of 
his patients in garrets, and doing real fcrvices to 
mankind, without any emolument to himfelf, 
while Do£lor Slaughter puts his licence to kill in 
execution upon thoufands of his Majefty's well- 
difpofed fubjeds, and lolls at eafe in his chariot* 

f n thfe army, it is to be feared, preferment goes 
more byintercfl, than merit. There is not a 
wind can blow from any quarter of the heavens', 
but fills the merchant's imagination with piftured 
Tcenes of fhipwreck ; and while he breaks the 
feal of a letter, he trembles for fear of receiving 
the news of fome correfpondent's failure. I know 

at 
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at this very moment a perfon in the city little 
Ihort of fourfcore : he has been allways confi- 
dered as a good rtian upon 'Change, llis life has 
gone oh ill one unwearied tenor of application and 
induftry. He has been regularly, for forty years 
together, at Lloyd's cofFee-houfc every morning 
at fix, to learn the news from the feveral fea-ports 
throughbut England. His table has been all- 
ways hofpitable, but with due frugality. And 
yet, after all his pains, this very perfon is now a 
bankrupt 5 and at his age has the world to begia 
over again* 

. There is, however, a way of life, which 1 can- 
not help thinking the moft eligible. Not to 
keep the reader in fufpence, the occupation I 
mean is that of a gamefter. After mature deli^ 
beration, the gentlemen of this calling feem to 
line to be inpofleffion of greater advantages than 
any of the others, and the inconveniencies attend- 
ing them, are not upon a balance with the conve- 
niences. 

A gamefter, from a tohftant habit of venturing 
large fiims upon the turrtihg up of a card, or a 
die, acquires that thorough' difregard f(>r money, 
which is fo much recommended by the philofo- 
phcrs. In the words of Sallujly he is alieyii apfe- 

Q^ 1 tens^ 
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tens, fuiprofufus j at the fame time that he Is dc- 
&OUS of his friends fubftance, he has the pleafurc 
€£ being profufe in his own private gratifications* 
Inftead of creeping through life with that medio- 
crity of fpirit which depreffes the man of bufineis, 
the gamefljcr lives with an eclat : Ryan, Venable, 
or T!omlgns, fupply him with his wines, and he is 
every hour gaining an infight into men and man*, 
ners. As rude health has too much of the coun- 
try in it, and of courfe is not very pleafing tathc la- 
dies, he acquires, by Iiis midnight vigils^ a pallid,, 
meagre countenance, which generally denotes an 
Ultimate knowledge of the town j and while 
others deceive one another in the face of day, a 
gamefter has the modefly to fly to the covert of 
tTie night, and. The pule moon and ftars al$ne are 
€onfcious of the theft. While the man of genius is 
left undifturbed in his ftudy, the gay-dreflcd foot- 
man kfiocks at the gamefter's door, and leaver; 
tTie agreeable card to invite him to my Lady 
BragweW%. There he has an opportunity of car- 
rying on a dcfign upon a lady's money and her 
virtue at the fame time. If he can once contrive 
to get her in his books, he finds it na diffkrulc 
matter to make her %v^t perftmal icoxnvj \ and 
when once a woman's body is mortgaged, there i» 
xp equity of redemption^ 

There 
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Tliere arc maay other conveniences annexed to 
. a life of play, wjiich I fhall not, at prefent, enunrie- 
nrtc Upon the whple, I would advife nry friend 
Mr. Oldcaftle to train up his fon to this profeffion. 
To encourage all beginners in this way, 1 fhall 
difmifs this paper with only one article of True 
Intelligence, which I take to be of the utmoft 
confequence to all fuch adventurers. 

TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

Lately arrived in town from P^m, the Marquis 
ifi Fourhtriey well known to many of the Nobility 
and Gentry, who have been in foreign parts, tic 
is well veifcd in all the different branches of gam* 
ing, and he teaches how to play the whole game 
. in a month's time. 

He has taken an apartment for this purpofe in 
the Haymarket^ where he reads lefturcs every day 
in the week, except JVednefdayy when he attends 
the gentlemen of the city, at his room near the 
Bjojal ExchangCy where he will let any young pren- 
tice or city fmart into the fecrct, without hin- 
drance of bufinefs. ^ 

He has taught, fince his arrival in England^ fc- 
veral gamefters of^ both fexcs. It was he in- 
ftrufted the Scaramouch^ who carried off fifteen 
hundred pounds from the laft mafquerade. 

Gentlemen and Ladies may learn in a private 
manner; without being ovcrfcen by Grangers 

0^3 while 
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whiie learning, and for the more cxpedirioufly 
complearing them, there is a fct to praftifc from 
fcven in the evening till three in the morning. 

As feveral pcrfons have, and do ftill think that 
it is impoflible to learn without going into com-* 
pany, he thinks proper to inform them of his me- 
thod for that purpofe. He firft teaches the fcho-» 
lar the Ihuffle, then the different methods of cut- 
tingj neyt he. explains his rules, by the afliftance 
of fecond h^nd cards; when the party is fo quali- 
fied, he makes his pwn family fit down with them, 
where* they play moft of the games in vogue ; after 
the perfon has learned in this manner, which he 
or fhe may do in a very fhort time, he dares an- 
fwer for them, they will be qualified to play in 
^ny genteel company whatever. 

faSia eft aUa. 

N. B. The Marquis {lad not a flitch of cloaths 
^hen he began^ and he now fhines away with his 
jprefden ruffles, and diamond ring. Such perfons 
as are defirous to learn any branch exceffive 
quick, may come twice or thrice a day, or lodge 
and board in the houfe for tl^e time. He infures 
for a fmall pramium, five thoufand pounds a year 
to any ingenious young gentleman who will make 
himfelf mafter of his rules. He fells dice fojr 
gentlemen to carry in their pockets. 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER XXVIII. 

Saturday J April 2% y 175 3* 

Jufus not! operaniy non formidare Poet a 
Nomiti^ adoratum quondam^ nunc pane procaci 
Monjhfatum digito. 

Pr^dium Rusticum. 

DERISION and contempt have been for many 
^es the portion of moft authors, whom 
rank in life, or fuperiority of abilities, have not 
eminently raifed above the common herd of their 
fraternity. The name of poet, in every company 
where the word is mentioned, is fure to excite lu- 
dicrous ideas of garrets, unwafhcd (hirts, and un- 
paid taylors. By thefe means it has obtained, 
that younger brothers had rather take a piftol or a 
pack of cards in their hands to raife a livelihood, 
thap endeavour to help out the year's income by 
the exertion of their talents; dreading the infamy 
of wit more than any other imputation, that can 
be fixed upon their charafters. 

This effeft is not produced without the concur- 
rence of various caufes, among which the princi- 
pal one is, the known poverty of the generality of 
the tribe that write. Among all the inconveni- 
cngcs of indigence, it has been well faid, that there 
Q.4 is 
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is not a greater hardfhip, than that ridicvlcji 
which it brings upon thofe, who Ubour under its 
lafh. 

Nil habit infalix Pauper tas durius in fe^ 
^am quod ridiculqs homines faciu^, — 

The belly has been often called the teacher of 
art, and the infpirer of wit; but I apprehendj^ 
this maxim caq only be underflopd of a full belly. 

Satur ejl cum dicit Iforatius Eva. 

Horace was warmed with good che^r, when hft 
calls out to Bacchus to fpare him, fays Juvenal. The 
fame author adds, with an elegant vein of plea^ 
faiitry, that fine writing is the produftion of an 
exalted mind, free from the foUicitude of procu- 
ring a blanket. If Firgil, fays he, wanted a lodg- 
ing and a boy to attend him, the fnakes would 
fall from the fury, which he fo adnriirably def- 
cribes, and the trumpet would not found (p wa? 
with fo ftirill a clangor. 

Nam ft Virgilio puer ^ tolerabik deejfet 
Hofpitium^ caderent omnes a crinibus Hydriy 
Surda nihil gemeret grave B^ccina.- • 

It is not therefore to be wondered, that poverty 
fhould diminifh the poet's luftre, fince it not only 
fenders him an object pf contempt, but extin- 

guifhcs 
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guifhes the fire of hi$ genius. It itiuft^ indeed, 

be acknowledged, that luch is the fate or pcr- 

vcriencfs of authors, that, to circumftances, 

which they cannot remove, they are induftrious 

to add many of their own creating; fo true is the 

faying of Mr. Congreve^ that wherever wit is, it is 

Always contriving its own ruin. Writers arc 

known to be extremely irafcible, prone to malice 

and envy towards the man, whom they perceive 

in poffeflion of fame, Inftead of endeavouring 

to equal him with an honed emulation, their aim 

generally is, to fnatch the laurel from his brow, 

or if they cannot reach it, to wither it on his head 

by the bitter blafts of calumny and detraftion. 

^(?//tf/r^ delivers himfelf on this topic with fo much 

delicacy and good fcnfe, that I fhall here translate 

the paflage. " It is a difgrace, fays be, to the hu- 

** man mind, that the republic of letters Ihould 

" be infefted with perfonal refentments, private 

'^ cabals, and mean intrigues, which fhould only 

" fubfift among the flaves of fortune. What ad- 

" vantage can accrue to authors from this civil 

'* war? Their anirnofities have no other tendency, 

" than to depreciate a profeffion, which it is in 

f* their power to render refpeftable. Why (hould 

^* the art of tjiinking finely,, the greateft blefiing 

f* man can (hare from Heaven, become an objeA 

^J of ridicule? It is really hard, that men of genius 

ihould 
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*' fhould render themfelvcs, by their mutual in- 
** v^ftives, the fport of fools, and inftead of being 
*' revered as the mafters and inftrudors of the 
*^ public, turn out the Buffoons and Zanies of 
" the town.'' 

There is another reafon, which contributes 
ftrongly to bring a difreputation upon poets, and 
that is, their mean and proftitute fervility to a (et 
of men, whorti they call their patrons. Thefe 
gentlemen are for the mod part eager after praife, 
and carelefs of the means, by which they might 
obtain an honefl fame: hence the PamaJ^an in- 
cenfe is extremely grateful, and is therefore pro- 
fufely offered up by every fcribbling fool, who 
vainly thinks to wriggle himfelf into preferment. 
But the misfortune is, what happens in this cafe 
is not anfwerable to the writer's intention; his 
patron plumes himfelf upon the imputed accom- 
plifhment3, and glows with rapture and fclf-admi- 
ration, while for the bard he feels no paflion but 
contempt, and the reft of the world withpleafure 
behold infamy and difappointment, the rewards 
of venality and proftitution. 

As I have always entertained great good wifhes 
for the gentlemen of the quill, I havedcvifed a 
^icthod, by the obfcrvanc^ of which, they will be 

be 
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be able to retrieve, in fomc meafufe, the honour 
of their calling, and obviate that torrent of con- 
tumely, which at prefent bears hard upon them. 

In the firft place, I would have thenn frequently 
inculcate, that fortune is only the deity of fools; 
and if fhe has not been favourable to them, they 
had better enjoy a virtuous independence in pri- 
vate, than by an ambitious poverty, bring them- 
felves under the contempt and ridicule of the af- 
fluent. 

Secondly^ Inftead of wafting paper in mutual 
calumny and dctraftion, I would recommend to 
them to vent their an^er upon the Critics or the 
M^l^'voli's 2l fpecies of people highly prejudicial 
to the caufe of literature, on whom no fcverities 
can be too hard, as it is notorious, that not one of 
the race about town at prefent is any way fit for 
the province he has ufurped j a total ignorance 
pf the learned languages, and a lamentable want 
•pf tafte, together with a plentiful ftiare of fpleen 
an4 ill-nature, being tjie diftinguifhing charafter- 
^ftics of the whole tribe, 

Thirdly and lajilyy I would adyife my brother- 
nyrifers to difpenfe their panegyric with a little 
piore referve, and always with an eye to truth : 
jn f ppfcauenge pf whjch conduft^ they will fin4 

then^^ 
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themfclves more courted by their patrons, and 
their butlers will the more readily condefcend to 
hear them from the fide-board, 21? maintain a 
poefs dignity and eaje^ is a beautiful fentiment of 
Mr. Fppe^ and his life and manners ftiew that he 
carried it from theory into pradlice. Who is not 
delighted to hear him declare with a noble pride ? , 

Enough for half the greateft of thefe days. 
To fcape my cenfure^ not expEl wy fraife. 

Whenever 1 refleft upon the condudt of that 
great genius, I find it hard to determine with my- 
felf, which holds moll of admiration, the finenefs 
of his^perceptions, and the elegance of his poetry, 
or that grace of charafter, and that unproftituted, 
dignified independence, which will always do hor 
nour to the man. Doftor Swift^ with lefs deli- 
cacy of manners, jealoufly preferved his own re- 
fpeft i and fure I am, that the writings of thefe 
two great authors, though they have both exqui- 
fite finilhings in their kind, have always received 
an additional luftre from the felf-created impor- 
tance of their characters. 

TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

VauxhaU. 
. ' The diverfions of this place began on Tuefday 
. evening laft, and it was computed, that there 

were 
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were near five thoufand people in the gardens. It 
is obfervable, that they all agreed, " it was a very 
" fine evening — and that there was a great num- 
** ber of people prefent, though very little com- 
^* pany — nobody, Ma'cm, that one knows ; — it's 
" a wonder where the creatures come froni, &f^." 
By the bed advices from the dark walk, or allr^ 
de faupirs^ we are alTured there was nothing done. 
One letter, indeed, mentions, that a certain citi- 
zen attended his miflrefs into that part of the gar- 
den, in order to break his mind to her ; but that 
his heart failed him,, and he could only mufter up 
courage enough to fay, *' This is a fine place for 
lovers to walk in." 

Bedford Coffee^koufe. 

The caravan, which came to this houfe during 
the winter feafoii, is (hortly to alter its deftina- 
tion, and to perform as follows ; for a fortnight^ 
to Vauxbally until the fmarts of the city are tho- 
roughly tired of ham and chickens ^ for the re- 
mainder of the fummer-feafon, to fet out from the 
Crofs Keys in Gracecburch-ftreet^ on the ball- 
nights, to Hampjieady Enfieldy Dulwicby Sunning-- 
billy Ricbmondy KendaUhoufey &c. Advices from 
all which places ihall be duly inferted in this 
paper; 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER XXIX. 

Saturday, May 5, 1753. 

Abia turn rejonant avibus virgulta canoris, 
Et venerem certis repetunt armenta diebus ; 
Parturit almus ager, Zephyrique tepentibus auris 
Laxant arvafinus ; /uperat tener omnibus humor y 
Inque novos/oles audent Je gramina tutb 

VlRG* 

THERE IS not a pleafure, which thrills 
through the tender nerve of Imagination, 
but what receives additional delight from num- 
berlels adventitious circumftances. To the Affb- 
€iatton of Ideas y explained by Mr. Locke ^ may alfo 
hezddcdthcAfociationoflhePafions, which recipro- 
cally awaken each other, and agitate the mind 
with their mixed operation. Thus the primary 
effeft, which any objeft or landfkip may have up- 
on a pcrfon's tafte, is heightened and enlarged be- 
yond its bounds; a recolledion of collateral 
images Harts upon the fancy j the pafllons pour 
in their auxiliar influence, and our joy is encreafcd' 
by fevcral fenfations at once ; like a river, which 
admits at dilTerent inlets the tributary illapfe or 

federal" 
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fevcral leffer ftreams, and thence fwelled above its 
banks, dilpenfcs verdure and fertility to aU the 
country round. That this is the cafe in many fi- 
tuations of the mind, will be obvious to any one, 
who will but turn his eyes inwards. I believe it 
is not more fo in any one inftance, than the joy 
we feel from the opening of the Spring. 

In my opinion, we are not acquainted with a 
more complicated pleafure : our love of novelty, 
which is a leading principle in the heart of man 
implanted in us for the moft benevolent purpofes 
by the author of our frame, is particularly grati- 
fied at this feafon of the year ;• the appearance, 
which things affume, is not only pleafing to us on 
account of its natural beauty, but alfo from its 
newnefs to the eye. During the Winter, all Na- 
ture feems to fufFer a melancholy diftrefsj the 
animal creation droops; their fpirits feem funk in 
dumb defpair, and we read their languid fitua- 
tion in the mute imploring eye. Vacuofqm inter^ 
rogat agros. The vegetable world feems alfo 
tending to decay, and a general fcene of calamity 
overfpreads the face of nature. From this ftate 
to fee gradually a new creation emerging, and 
every thing reviving with renovated vigour, can- 
not fail of pleafing our imagination : the whole 
race of animal life feels the genial influence of the 

foft 
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fbfc feaibn ; from a turbulence of clouds^ and dl 
the inclemencies of the elements, the (bene is 
ihifted to enlivening funs, blue ikies, hills 
cloathed with verdure, imbowering Ihades, rc- 
frcfhing ftrcams, and the harmony of the grove. 

The learacd reader will perceive with what 
elegance Firgil has dcfcribed this vernal delight 
in the words of my motto. The paflage, from 
whence I have fcleded thofe lines, is carried on 
with an air of cnthufiafm. The poet feems parti- 
cularly fond of this fcafon, and the whole is clofed 
with a moral reflcclion on the providence of the 
fi'premc Being, who placed this part of the year, 
as a medium, to render the tranfition from intenfe 
cold to the heat of the fummer lefs perceptible to 
our conftitutions. There are many fliort (ketches 
of this nature in the fame author : wc frequently 
find him cafting a fide glance this way; and, I 
will venture to fay, every reader of tafte muft have 
been greatly delighted with thcfe bye -views s as 
on a road the tranfient opening of an agreeable 
profpedl is always acceptable to the traveller. He- 
race is alfo happy when giving a defcription of the 
Spring : but among all the Roman poets I do not 
know a more beautiful circumftance than that 
which Statius has touched with exquiiite deli- 
cacy in one of his odes. 

•— — 'Tunc 
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. Tuncvolucrum mvi 
Cant us] inexpertuifique carfneny 
^ ^od tacita ftaiutre Brumd. 

There is fomcthmg highly plealing in the idea, 
that the birds, during the defolation of winter, 
were meditating thofe (trains of melody, which 
for the fir^ time in the fpringof the year they 
pour forth in one general concert, > 

.Miltoi^ the great father of the fublime in 
Englifti poefy, has many delightful paflages of 
this kind. Perhaps fome of the moft beautiful 
imagery in the Paradife Loft will be found to con- 
lift in the fofter paintings of this nature, which 
the poet has fo frequently introduced, in a manner 
worthy of him, of whom it is recorded (and, as it 
feems, upon his own authority in one of his Latin 
poems) that his genius felt returning vigour in 
that gay feafon of the year. 

Befides the obvious pleafures already men- 
tioned, there is another circumftance, which ren- 
ders this period, truly called the renovation of 
Nature, ftill more delightful. The Spring is the 
feafon of love. At this juncture we feel the fun 
warm at our hearts : young Health fmiles in the 
Virgin's eyej the morn or evening walk affords 
fcnfations, that conduce to the health both of 
• Voi.V. R body 
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body and mind. The ferenity^ which we fee all 
round us> fooo transfers itfelf to the inteMedual 
powers^ and we enjoy what the poet emphaticalty^ 
calls tbe Jfirit of lo*6e and amorous delight. ' By 
love^ 1' would not be fuppofed to meanr a mere 
grofs impulfe of paffion^ but that elegance ofde^ 
fire^ that refinement <^tafte» which diftiaguifhes 
the gentleman, and never faik of beingaoc^caUc 
to the amiable fax* 

Whatever may be liattled over a bottfe at a ta^ 
vem, wc are obliged to the ladies for the moft va»^ 
luable gratifications of our fives. A^ all our 
high-boaftedreafon and ourfuperTor abilities^ to 
them it is owing that our manjiers become more 
gentle> and our fentiments acquire a finer polifh. 
Our Iboks^ and g^ftu:cs afTume from them a milder 
air; our paf&ons foften into harmony;, and the 
man, who has ufcd himfelf to thi^ agreeable con- 
▼erfe, is acquainted with a thoufand delicacies lit 
&is amufcmenbj aadfeveral elegancies in his wa]f 
of thinking, to which, vulgar- fouls are abfolateljf 
ibangers* 

Fnflead of expatiating further on this fubjefb, I 
fhall here infert a copy of verfesy which wero 
eommunicattd to me by an ingenious gentleman^ 
whom I am proud to call my friend« The candid 
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reader, I pcrfuadc ihyfelf, will be pleided with the 
perufal; and the fmall criticsi who buzz about 
the Gray's-Jkfi Joumdy may amiife themfelvcs 
With confidering, whether the lines lht)\ild be 
called^ Ode^ Song, Paftoral> or Elegy, and whether 
they fufficichtly exprcfs tht ,tendernefs of toi^, 
and the procefs of the paffion^ with its feveral 
Tweet viciffinidesk 

\. 

SINCE Myri^s ch;lrmi, divinely fkir, 
Have potir^d their luftre on my hear^ 
Ten thoufattd pangs my bofom tear,^ 
And ev'ry ^bre feels the fntart. 
If itich the mournful moments provej 
Ah I who Would give his heart to lore ? 

U. 

1 meet my ^ondeft fritnds With pain^ 

Though friendlhip tis'd to warai my fbulj 

Winers generous fpirit flames in vain, 

1 find no cordial id the bowL 
If fueh thc^ mournful moments prore> 
Ah! Who Would givC his heart to love ? 

Ill 
IrhdUgh xlattire'S volume dpeii iies>. 
Which once with Wonder I have read; 
No glories trenible from the flcies. 
No beauties o'er the earth are fpread« 
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Iffuch the mournfiil moments prove. 
Ah ! who would give his heart to love I 

IV. 

Ev'n poetry's ambrofial dews 
With j oy no longer feed my mind ; 
To beauty, mufick, and the mufe^ 
My foul is dumb, and deaf, and blind. 

Though fuch the mournful moments prov^, 

Alas ! 1 give my heart to love. 

But Ihould the yielding virgin fmile,. 

Drefs'd in her fpotlefs marriage robes, 

I'd look on thrones and crowns as vile^ 

The mafter of two fairer globes. 

If fuch the rapt'rous moments provc^ 
O ! let me give my heart to lovc^ 

VI. 

The bus'nefs ofmy future days. 
My ev'ry thought, my ev'ry prayV, 
Should be emplo/d to fuig her prailcy 
Or fent to Heav'n alone, for her. 

If fuch the rapt'rous nwments prove^ 
O ! let me give my heart to love.. 
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VIL 
Poets ihould wonder at my love ; 
Her charms fhould paiaters croud to fee; 
And when they would the paffions mo ve» 
Should copy her and think of me. 

If fuch the rap'rous nioments prove, 

© ! let mc give my heart to love. 

VIII. 
Old age fhould burn as bright as youth. 
No rclpite to our paffion giv'n ; 
Then mingled in one flame of truth. 
We'd fcorn the earth, and foar to Heav*n» 

If fuch the rapt'rous moments prove, 

O! let us give our hearts to love, 

TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

Geerge\ Temple-Bar. 

We hear that counfellor Sbortcoat of the Inner- 
Temple, or more properly of this Hou/ef has been 
for fome time paft employed in preparing for the 
prefs a mod elaborate treatife J on modern Cri- 
ticism, which, it is faid, he will demonftrate to 
be a mere mechanical art, without the leaft foun- 
dation in any intellci^lual faculty whatever. This 
report gains credit, as Mr. Sbortcoat, tho' heretp- 
fore revered as a Longinus, has the candor to own 
that he commenced critic upon the ftrength of 
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the following tenns oniy^ viz.^ ^' Immeofe pow^ 
*' crs — ^Dcportn8?nt-— Bjcplayvig-— Fincflfc— &• 
'• colouring— -Stroke^9-Top. of the Toice-— BoN 
*' tpn^ of the voice— Break in the yoicc^-^peaks 
** from the ftomach"^Eiiyhafi»— At^ito d e ,, ■ 
'• Lines of Nature— Playing in meuphor/'^— ~ 
With a long €i catera of all the ca||t phrafes^ 
which are fb plentifully interlarded in that idle 
bool^ callc4the Actor^ 
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NUMBER XXX. 

Satutdaj^ May x2, 1753. 

AmHgitur pHitiim? €afiorJxiai an Docilis plus. 

Hoa. 

IT is wixii unfpeakable pleafure I haveobferved 
for a confiderabk time paft^ that thofeun^ 
happy divifions> which liave been the bane of fo* 
ciety, ever fince the late conunotions in the north, 
are in a great meafure reconciled; atieaftj fo far^ 
as to make an intercourfe between people of dif-* 
ferent poiidcal fentiments^ 2u>t altogether im- 
pmfticable. The diftrnftion of ff^ig, or Jacobite^ 
feems, at prefent^ to be thought not eflentially ne- 
ceflary towards conftitutlng a good companion $^ 
and the word Honest appears to hare acquired a 
more enlarged (ignification; infomuch that, when-^ 
ever we honour a man with that appellation, it is 
generally underftood^ that we mean fomething 
more, than a perfon who is ready to drink a cer- 
tain fet of toads. In (hort» the enthufiafin of 
party, in this refpeA, is fo far abated, that one 
may fpend a chearful evening with ibme of the 
mdi fanguine friends, to government, without 
dedicating a fingle glafs to the memory of king 
U^tUiami and I have more than once, within thefe 
R 4 Uft 
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lad fix months^ fat with fome reputed well-vnfhers 
to the exiled family> without being under a ne* 
ceffity of unganering my ftockings, and pulling 
off my wig, at every return of the bottle. But, 
alas ! what avails this condition ? The fpirit of 
party is fo intimately^ interwoven in the conftitu- 
tion of an Englijhmany that all attempts to extin- 
guifh it muft inevitably fail of fuccqfs: It m^ 
indeed be diverted, but will not adniit of being 
eradicated. 

The truth of this obfervation is fufficiently ma- 
nifefted, by the two powerful faftions, which aow 
drfunite this great metropolis, 

I could wi(h for the pen of Bolinghchy in or- 
der to trace the rife and progrefs of thofe fatal 
diffenfionsi which fow difcord in families, make 
breaches among friends, embitter fociety, and, if 
jiot timely reftrained, threaten danger to the ftate« 

The reader, I believe, ha^ anticipated me, and 
plainly fees, that; I mean no other than the fei^s, 
dilUnguifhed by the dcnoipiiiatiop of Qarrickean^ 
and Barryifis. 

The feveral pretenfions of the theatrical lea- 
ders, from whom the names of diftindion juft 
mentioned are derived, are fo extremely difficult 
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to be adjufted, that two perfons can hardly be 
found, within the cities of London and Weftmin^ 
fier^ who perfeftly agree in their way of thinking 
upon this head: and as the amiable fex generalif 
fupport, with great impetuofity, their favourite 
principles, it is inconceivable to thole, who hate 
not had opportunity of obferving it, what feud* 
and animofities prevail among the female parti - 
zans of thoie heroes. 

I was lattely prefent at a controveriy between 
two ladies, who had adopted oppofite fentiments> 
the one being a Garrickeany and the other a Bar-r^ 
ryifl. The difpute began in form j the Garrkkean 
infifting upon it, that flie did not Xikt Barry i and 
the Barryiji protefting with equal em vhafis^ that 
(he could not fo highly admire Gartick. Thus 
niutual ccntradiftion being given, the debate 
(bon grew warm, and the Garrickean lady enforced 
her opinion with great vehemence: ** There is 
«* ibmething fo clever, fomething (b lively, 
^* fomething To I don't know how in Garricki and 
f* his eyes fparjcle fo, that, tobefure, he is tht 
*' fweetpft creature in the world."— —Her anta- 
gonift withftood this torrent of eloquence, and 
with no lefs energy replied : '^ Nay, Madam, if 
^* you talk of eyes, nobody can fay, but Barry 
^* Ijas as lovely eyes ^s ever were fcen. Then he 
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^imCouSI, andfofineamanj that^LordUefsmef 
^ tterc is no comparifoh. I am Aire; Garrick 
^* can't make love ib well. Come^ now, you muft 
•• give that up. Not I, uponmyhonour, Ma'env 
•* refiimes the Garrickean, why ihould I give it up ? 
^ All the gentlemen, and you muft allow they 
^ know beft, iay, Garrui is the fineR Rme$.^ 
The weight of this reafoning piqued the Bafrjifii 
flie exclaimed, with no fmall appearance of ind^ 
nation, *^ Plhaw ! what fignifies what the men 
*• fay ? I don't mind it a farthing ; they envy the 
^ dear man, bccaufe he is fo handfome.* The 
eameftnefs and refcntment, with which this was 
4eltvered, excited a general laugh, and the ladies 
liad prudence enough to fufpend the conteft for 
riiat evening; but I have been fince informed, 
|hat they renewed it the next day with redoubled 
▼igour, and proceeded fo far, as to ufe ibme cer- 
tain figures of fpeech, which are thought not 
^uite coDflften( with female delicacy. 

A wide breach enfued between the two dispu- 
tants, in confequence of this difagfeement, which 
iras in a few days happily healed, by the media- 
tion of fome friends. The ladies now vifit as 
nfual, but have obliged themfelvcs in the moft fo- 
\tmri manner, for their mutual quiet, never to 
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mention, for the futuroi the names of Garrifk an4 
Barry in the company of c^ch other, 

I have only mentioned this affairi as a flight in» 
ftance of the unhappy effcds attending our party 
divifions, That they arc produfUve of the greateft 
uneafinefs in the conjugal (btte^ is fo very noto« 
nous, that people of diffcrentVays of thinking fel^ 
dom chufe to engage with each others hieing 
^ware, that feuds and difcontcnts muft be una- 
voidable, when man and wife Jo not ^0 the Jami 
v)ay. An intimate acquaintance of mine, who is 
ftrongly in the Garrichan intereft, paid his ad* 
^ttki to a very agreeable, and every-way accom- 
plifli'd young lady s but a violent Banyifi^ The 
young couple liked one another perfeAly well, 
jwd there appeared no reaibnablc objeftion to tike 
fiiatc}}, but the difference of principles. Thfs, 
liowevcra was an obftacle not eafily to be got over. 
The felaUQns on both fides had feveral meetings 
and many di^cphies arofe in fettling this pointy 
which wa$ at laft adjufted by a compromife. The 
lawyer, who was Cfnployed to draw the articles, 
feceived dircflions tp infert a claufe, importing 
(hat all the boys born of tl^at marriage Ihould t^ 
)>red up Garrickeans^ and tl^e girls Barryifis. 

Jhe reader, I believe, is fur^rized, tjxzil have 
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not, in this diflertation upon parties, uken anf 
notice of the ^mniftsy a fa£tion, which, in its 
time, has been by no means contemptible, whe- 
ther we confider the bulk or quality of the leaden 
The reafon is, I have obferved, that this party is 
tronfiderably declined, (ince the abdication of their 
monarch J moft jf,them have fubfcribed to the 
revolution, which took place in (kodmarCs-Fields 
in the year forty- two j and^ thofc few, who ft ill 
continue attached to this caufe, are old men, 
from whom no difturbancc can be expefted in the 
female world. 

It may be proper to mention that thercjs ano- 
ther party, called the Shbridanists ; but as they 
<ire not much known in this metropolis, a further 
account of that new faftion may be difpcnfed with 
at prefent : it will fuffice to fay, that it is entirely 
of Dublin growth, and we only hear of it now and 
then, when fome occafional traveller from that 
country is pleafcd to inform us, that *^ for your 
** true principles of pronunciation Ireland is the 
'* place : — hut ! hut ! you don't f^ake EngUfti in 
f LoAdon at all, at all:' 

Th^t the heart-burnings occafioned by party- 
divifions threaten danger to the ftate, I think is 
very obvious. The buCnefs of the theatres is al- 
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moft finilhcd, and, it is cxpefted, that both houfes 
will be prorogued in a few days, when many of 
the members will go into the country, and moft 
unqueftionably excite a party-fpirit, wherever 
they fi:t. We Khali hear from one town, that the 
inhabitants are divided into Marrijis and Scrdfifts ; 
from another, that the UJherifts have get the up- 
per hand, artd the favourers oi Raftor do not dare 
to fhew their faces. What influence thefe divifipns 
may have upon the approaching eledlion, I leave 
to the gentlemen in power to confider, not doubt- 
ing* but they will thank me for this friendly inti- 
mation, and make a proper ufe of it. 

From this fair and candid reprefentation of , thr 
prefent ftate of parties among us, many ufcful 
reflc&ions may be drawn, which, as they arc cx-» 
tremely obvious, the reader's good fenfc will un- 
doubtedly fuggeft to him. I might here difmifa 
my fubjedl in the words oi Horace^ 

Verbum non ambitus addam. 

But I am miwilling to conclude withoirt de- 
claring my own principles, I have the fatisfaftioit 
to fay, that I am confcious of being entirely free 
from party-prejudice. 1 arh neither a Garrickeau 
nor a Barryifty but between both, in an honeft 
mean. I defy my greateft enemies to prove, thac 
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I ever gave a clap or hUsy but according to thd 
dift^es of myconTcience: And, O my dear couih 
trymen and countrywomen! there is nothing i 
fo ardendy defire, as an union of all true frienda 
to our theatrical entertainments, in order to rouze 
the diredkors of Drury^Lane and Qyuent-Gardejt 
companies from their lethargy^ and make them 
ienfible, that though the public has a violent ap-^ 
petite for plays, and can feed on a Romio and Ju^. 
jHet thirty or forty times in a feafon, yet they would 
be glad of a litle variety* This furely they may 
modeftly expeft, as the heavy fubfidies for the 
. maintenance of tliefe ftates are rsufed entirely upon 
them. If we fbould be happy enough to obtain 
this, next winter, I flatter myfclf, all difcord will 
Ibbfide: we (hall admire the powers of a Garrick$ 
and do juftice to his inimitable performances in 
Lear^ Richard^ Macbeth^ Hamlet ^ Ranger or Bene^ 
dick; 5?^ithout being any way inclined to yield to 
the tender emotions of Cq^aiio, or backward to 
acknowledge the dignity and home-felt anguifh 
of Oibillo. In fhort, we fhall then enter the 
theatre, without any other biafs on our minds^ 
than a difpofition to be pleafed. 

TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

Bidfard Coffee-hoiife, 

iTcfterdayeveningi between the hours of feven 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ko. 30. THE GRaV^s-INN JOURNAL. 15 j 

fevcn and eighty Mr. ^own came to the Board of 
Criikt/m^ in his ufual cbaths, aiid^ve his^aOent 
10 the following bills, viz. 

An act for preventing dandeftinc amotsrs be^ 
hind thefcenes; 

An act for the better fupprefling'thcjT^^wrt of 
foefry, and for other piirpo^^ therein mentioned ;. 

An act for limiting the number of ora6ge« 
wenches in both playhoufes 1 and to feveral pub- 
lic and private bil)s. 

After which Mr. Town made the following mofi^ 
graciovs fpeech^ 

My Friends €md CritUft 
It has always been a very fendble pteafure to 
me, to fee you aflcmbled together^ and I (hall con - 
timie the exertion of my beft abilities for your 
welfare. The management of the theatres has^ 
ever beenr my principal care, and I have now the 
fatisfadtion to inform you^ that Mr. Ricb*^ nego^ 
tiations with the harlequin of the Italian comedf 
in Paris (for which purpofe he is gone thither) 
have been attended with the greatefl fucceis ; and 
there is no reafon to apprehend any danger from 
the machinations of Garrick, who is in a conftant 
alliance with men of genius^ and lives in hopes^ 
that the tniefpifitof dramatic poefy may agaiA 
revive in this nation^ 
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Gentlemen of the Cityj 
I return yotf my thanks for your attendance 
here every Sunday evening ; your making a circle 
about mc, is a proof of that attachment which you 
have always manifefted to me and my judgment. 

JHy Friends and Critics j 
The Summer Scafon being now opened, I am 
unwilling to detain you any longer from your 
country featSr-at ^i//|;/^», HoxUn, Marybone, and 
other adjacent villages. You may reft affurcd, 
there is nothing 1 fo ardently wifli, as to fee you 
all the moft cavilling critics in Europe. In thp 
feveral places of your refidcncc, do your endea- 
vours to promote the true genuine fpirit of male^ 
w/^,' which cannot fail to render us the fcourge 
pf players, and the terror of managers. 

After this, Mr. T^own prorogued the critical 
fcflions to the aoth day of Sept. next; and the. 
board of Criticifm is accordingly prorogued. 
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K U M B £ R XXXI. 

Saturday i M^ i^iJT^ J. 

TRc quos durui amor crudiU Tabe feredit^ 
Secreh telant Calies^ et Myrfea tircum 
Sylva tagif. 

Virg; 

ALI VELY imagination is, if t may ufe 
Shakefpear*s expreffion, great Natures fe-- 
tond couffe: not content with having enjoyed the 
pleafures arifing from the beauty or the grandeur 
of objefts immediately prefent to our fenfes, this 
faculty of the foul, when the fcenSs, which we 
once beheld with rapture, have difappeired and 
vanifhed from our fight, makes fond excurfions after 
themagaini and entertains the mind with vifions, in 
fome iriftanccs, fuperior to the firft irripreffion. 
Even in our fleep the jpowef of fancy frequently 
i*ecalls the images of our waking contemplation, \ 
and from thence we very often receive livelier fcn- 
fations than were produced by the operation of 
the real objefts. It is trucj that in thele night- 
thoughts (if I may be fo allowed to cill our dreams) 
there ard many fantaftlc cihcumftanceS, which ttn^ 
der them of a nature too wild and extravagant for 
VoLi Vi S vwr 
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our ferious notice: and yet it is certain, that on 
thefe occafions we are fometimes preiented with 
fomething like fober fyftem, and amidft the nnofl: 
frcliekfome (pons of fancy we can often trace a 
regular feries of coherent ideas, a train of juft rea- 
foning, and a real pifture of life. As I tdkc this 
to have been the cafe with me a few nights fince, 
I fhall make no apology for throwing upon paper 
the particulars of my dream. 

I found myfelf on a fudden near a large and in- ^ 
tricate wood, which I had the curiofity to enter, 
A whimfical band of hope and fear, joy and grief, 
pleafurc and pain hovered in the air, and fre- 
quently fettled all together upon the fame perfon, 
who began immediately to talk of the tender an- 
guifti and the pleafing agony that he felt mingling 
in his bofom. CupU made violent work with his 
darts and flames. Nothing was to be heard but 
tinkling rills, falling fountains, and lovc-fick 
fighs, by which the afpen leaves were perpetually 
k^pt in a ru(lling tremon The god of Love had 
lying near him a prodigious quantity of arrows, 
all differently feathered, and tipt fome with gold, 
ochers with lead, and many of them fteeped in gall. 
The wounds inflifted by thefe various inftruments 
were attended with very different efFedts, and 
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tallied to my mind a beautifull palTage in a poem 
written by Dn Pamall. 

And ev'ry dart can boaft a kind, . 
Which fuits each proper turn of mind, 
From the tow'ring Eaglets plume 
The generous hearts accept their doom. 
Shot by the Peacock's painted eye 
The vain and airy lovers die. 
For careful dames and frugal men 
The (hafts arc fpeckled by the Hen. 
The Pyes and Parrots deck the darts. 
When Prattling wins the panting hearts* 
When from the voice Ahc paflions fpring. 
The warbling Finch affords a wing : 
Together, by the Sparrow ftung, 
Down fall the wanton and thtyoungi 
And fledg*d by Geefe the weapons fly. 
When others love they know not why. 

It was not unpleafant to obferve the variety of 
impreflions that were occafioned in both {cxt% by 
this Ilrange flight of arrov/s. Men I perceived in 
clofe purfuit of blooming virgins, merely from the 
impulfe of vanity. I faw fe veral nymphs running, 
with the utmoft precipitation, from their lovers; 
though by their manner of looking back, and the 
ruftling they made in the trees, there was room 
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for conjcfttirc that thcjr did not defirc entirely to 
elcape. 

Pleadng as the fenfatiQAS of love were found by 
the multitude, I could obferve that very unhappy 
cffr As were too often the confcquence of this de- 
lightful paffion. Numbers appeared with a mieo 
that plainly Ipoke a dqeftion of fpirits, and of 
thefe, feveral were driven to fuch extremes, that 
they laid violent hands on their own lives. As I 
travelled on, I faw feveral hanging on the bow5 
of trees. The rivers, which watered the place, 
were fwelled with tears above their banks, and 
generally niffled with fighs. It was not uncom- 
mon to fee the pale corpfe of fome unhappy fair- 
one floating down the ftreamj and when thrown 
on the banks by the current, we generally found 
in the pocket of the deceafed beauty, a letter to 
the treacherous lover, whofe pcijuries or cruelty 
had occafioned the aft of defpair. What much 
fiirprized me, was, that the unrefleding gallant 
exulted in the mifchief he had done, and aflumcd 
higher airs of confidence and fclf-approbacion, 
whenever he approached a groupe of ladies; and 
ftill to heighten my furprize, the ladies fecmed to 
admire the wretch, who triumphed in his villainy, 
and loved him the more, in proportion as they had 
caulc to deteft hLn. 

Froiu 



Digitized by 



Google 



No, 31. THE GRAY's-iNN JOURNAL. 261 

From this fcene of diftrels I turned away as foon 
as poffible. As I journeyed on, I was much 
pleafed with the fight of many a young couple^ 
whofe eyes were brightened into gladnefs, and who 
felt, as I was informed, a mutual paflion for each 
Qther. They walked arm in arm along the flowery 
meads, interchanging glances of affcftion, and 
quickening their pace towards the Temple or 
Hymek, which ftood in the centre of the grove. 
To this Ipot all, who wire defirous of leading a 
lifeof happlnefs, wcrcdircfted to bend their courfe, 
in order there to be united in bonds of chafte af- 
feiftion. I was forry to fee that feme of the ladies 
had not refolution enough to perfeverc in this 
path : whether it was owing to loofe defires, or 
the treacherous folicitation of their lovers, or to 
both, I couki not learn with certainty j but many 
of them tired on the way, and ftept afide to fe- 
'queftered bowers, from whence they came forth 
covered with confufion, and yet, with frequent 
ftruggleS and violent efforts, fummoning up a 
kind of falfe courage, with which they feemed to 
bid defiance to the fneers and the contempt of the 
world. Of this band there were, however, a few 
who were confcious of their error, and found 
means to be afterwards introduced into the it t- 
FLEi but they were purlued by an old ha ., wno 
delighted in fcaqdal, and would never fulfer tliofe 
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who had once gone aftrajr, by their fubfequcnt 
conduft, however governed by the rules of pni- 
dence, to efface the remembrance of paft misfor- 
tunes. 

. Aniong thofc who went on undeviating towards 
the temple, I took notice of a number of ladies 
in the bloom of youth and beauty advancing for- 
ward with men declining in years, and yet endea- 
vouring to put on an air of brilknefs, in fpite of 
the ftone, the gout, and other diforders; that had 
long been gathering. I afked if it were poflible 
th^t the young and handfome could be fmitten 
with age and infirmity? But my doubts were foon 
cleared up : I obfcrved that the fprightly virgin 
never once attended to the perfon of her fuper- 
annuated lover, but at times cad a glance at a ftar 
or a ribboq, that he wore, and often viewed with 
a glow of pleafure a (kin of parchment, which a 
perfon in a black gown was perufmg with anxious 
<;:are: the words Marriage Settlemjent were 
vifible on the back of it. A lady, who had walked 
a long way with a young gentleman of promifing 
expedations, and had given him the ftrongeft af- 
furances of true affeftion, ftopt fhort in the vefti- 
l^ule of the temple, upon hearing that the old 
folks objefted to pin-money, and went ofF with 
j^npther of whom Ihe knew but little, becaufe he 
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was willing to fettle up to her wiflies. An attorney 
made up immediately to the difappointed lover, 
and after offering his beft fervices, aflured him 
that an aftion upon promifcs would lie for breach 
of contraft. 

Concerning the iffue of this offer, 1 had no 
curiofity, as 1 now faw a prodigious multitude 
crowding into the temple. From thence, after a 
Ihort ceremony, they were difmifTcd in pairs, to 
commence the road for life. Three different paths 
were open to their choice: a guide ftood at the 
entrance of each to receive them, Jlnd direft their 
future courfe. The firft was a perfon of the greateft 
mutability of temper, fond of every thing new, 
admiring with rapture upon the firft impreffion, 
but admiring nothing long; everyday, and often 
twenty times a day, feeking frefli amufcments, and 
for ever adopting fome whimfical mode of drefj, 
remarkable in point of colour, Ihape, and other 
particulars. This perfonage.promifcd to all an 
eternal round of pleafure and variety ; but I foon 
perceived that domeftic happinefs was no part of 
the fyftem. Nothing was accounted pleafure but 
whatwasfafhionable, Thehufbandfpenthisdayin a 
ftable, admiring his horfes, and weighing boys to 
ride them: the night he paffed at a gaming table, 
{o the ruin both of his health and fortune. The 
S 4 brid 
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bride found hcrtt\{ negleded^ tad in ker own do^ 
fence had recourfe to fafbionable ansufementSi^ 
irom which nothing could b6 expected but ruin, 
inikrjy and public loik of honoiu*. The QtriDCn 
who ftood at the fecond avenue, had eyes of a 
greenifh call, and feemed to loathe the fbodj^ 
which he ncverthelels eagerly fwallowed. His 
name was Jealousy. The walks, through which 
he led his votaries, were full of thorns, craggy, 
dangerous, and fteep. His advice difturbed the 
peace of all, who liftcned to him. To generous 
fcntimcnt he was an utter ftranger. In the hearty 
T^here gladntfs and affeftion revelled fecure, arofe 
miflruft, fufpicion, and conftant uneafinefs. He 
whifpcrcd to the hufband againft the reputation of 
tht w fe: in the expreflions that fell from her he 
thought, there was an ambiguicy that required ex-: 
planation; he aflced if in the roll of her eyes there 
was not fome wanton nieaning ? He hinted that 
m company (he feemed to fix her regard upon an- 
other : and did not you obfcrve, faid he^ when you 
pntercd the room, the remains of a fmile upon her 
countenance? As he talked, the diftcmpered fancy 
ftarted at fccncs of its own creation; and I could 
liot help repeating the fine lines, in which Lucre- 
tius dcfcribes the workings of Jcaloufy, 
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Aut quod in amhtgvo VBrbumyacuhita rtKptif^ 
^md Cufido infixmn cotdi viinfcit ut ignis ; 
jfut nimium jaSfare oculos^ aliunrve tueri 
^odfutinff in v^ltuqire videt FejfHgia ri/us. 

What appeared particularly remarkable \n thU 
part of ^he grove was, that though there were 
fbmetimcs circumftances of a doubtful naturc^^ 
yet the re^l footfteps qf guilt could no where be 
difcovered. 

The Guide at the head of the third road, by an 
air of franknefs, and a ftrong expreflion of fenli- 
bility and cordial afFeftion, was known to be 
Friendship. The number of thofe who gave 
thcmfelves up to her dire^tion^ was but fmalL 
They enjoyed, however, a pure and heart-felt 
tranquility. The fierce define and impatient wifh, 
that formerly aftuated their minds, having now 
^ubfided, a flieady and uniform flame fucceeded, 
not unlike the mild refrefliing air of a ferene even- 
ing, after the heat and feryor of a fumrner's day» 
Glad funs rofe over their heads, and peaceful! 
nights lulled them in each other's arms. A fmiling 
race grew up around them, and the culture of the 
young and tender mind afforded the fweetett em- 
ployment. 

Here I pould pot help exclaiming yrith the 
Poet,- 

P grant 
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O grant me thus to live, and thus to £e. 

Who /prungfrom kings Jball know lejs joy than I. 

The whole fcene appeared fb completely happy, 
that I began to feel fome fymptoms of envy, 
which fo difcompofed my fpirits, that I inftantly 
awaked, 4nd the ideal proipe6); vaniflied inte air* 
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T^J U M B E R XXXII. 

Saturday^ May 26, 1753. 

Contemptu Fama contemni Virtutes. 

Tacitus. 

THE fentiment which is very beautifully ex- 
preflTed in the words of my motto, grew 
put of the converfation, at the laft meeting of our 
club; to enforce it, Mr. Gulliver^ who then oc* 
cupied the chair, produced the following ftrifture 
of oriental hiftory, which I fhall recommend to the 
pcrufal of my readers. 

In the chronicles of the Sultans of the caft, it 
is recorded, that when Otkman held the rank of 
Vifier under a prince of the Sajfanian race, and by 
his faithful councils added fecurity, luftre, and 
dignity to the throne, his fon Miiftapha difplay'd 
in his early bloom all the virtues which could en- 
dear him to the beft of fathers, and render him 
amiable in the eyes of all beholders. Acbmet the 
Ijermit, who had been called forth from his re- 
treat, in order to attend the cultivation of hii 
tender mind, had taken care to feafon him with 
feligion, and to inflame his young imagination 
^ith the defire of a fair and hojicft fame. The 
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Sage well knew that this propcnfity would be a 
ftrong fccondary aid to the native beauty of vir- 
tue, and invigorate the exertion of it. Accord- 
ingly Muftapba foon drew the eyes of all men upo« 
him : his conduft was a coiiftant fcries of bene- 
volent adions, and in his bofbm glov/ed that in- 
tenfe heroic ardour^ which foon ^ter diftingulflied 
him in the field of glorious danger. In a fhort 
time he arrived at the higheft degree of popula- 
rity. The Sultan heaped favours on him in what 
might be called a profufion of liberality, had not 
his merit daily deferved it. He was delegated with 
unlimited authority to command the armies of the 
Sultan, and from the confines of Perfta to the In- 
dian ocean, he foon reduced every thing under fub- 
jeflion. 1 hough he was yet green in years, each 
tongue was mute in his prefence, and before hini 
every eye looked down with a kind of revereiitial 
awe : he loved the prince, who raifed him to this 
(late of elevation, and by the gcntfenefs of hi^ 
manners he foftened that envy, which might other- 
wife arife againft the luftrc of his glory. 

While Muftapba was reaping frelh laurels, and 
gratifying his infatiable love of fame, his father at 
home met with a reverfe of fortune. Othman pof- 
/eflfrd all thofe qualities, which (hone forth in his 
foA: but lie vainljr imagined, that in a corrupt, dc-i 
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generate court, he could be great and good with 
impunity. The ftprm now gathered in clouds 
around him, and the turbulent tempefts of jea- 
loufy, ambition, hatred, and revenge environed 
him with a whirlwind more dreadful than that 
which tears up whole continents of fand in th# 
delarts o{ Arabia. The grand apartments in his 
houfe, which were formerly filled with a band of 
courtiers, were now empty and forlorn j he was 
divefted of all his honours? his truft was taken 
from him, and, after a fcri^s of years fpent in 
the fervice of his prince, he was ftripped of every 
thing but his paternal eftaie j whither he withdrew 
to (belter himfelf from an ungrateful world. 

In this retirement, Otbman^ what were your 
thoughts, what were your fenfations ? The fun 
ulhered in a day void of occupation, and the night 
a train of rcftlcfs dreams. At length his conftitu- 
tion received fuch fevere ftrokes from a conftant 
fucceflion of corrofive caies, that he languilhed 
under the preflure, and his foul fickened to def- 
peration. A gloomy vifionary light obfcured his- 
eyes, arid he beheld with joy the approaching fun- 
fet of his days. As he lay languifliing on the bed 
of ficknefs, he gave orders, that his fon might bc^ 
informed of his fituation. Mujiapba immediately 
(quitted his high command, flew to his dying fa- 
therms 
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thcr's languid arms, and in a gufh of tears em- 
braced his agonizing body. Otbman, with what 
little ftrength he had left, raifcd.his head, and fix- 
ing his faded eye-balls on him, *' My fbn, faid 
•• he,'* hear my words : *^ You have beheld your 
*• father in the lunfliine of profpcrity j you now 
•* behold him in the laft extreme ofmifery. I am 
•* fallen a prey to the intrigues of ill-defigning 
•* men; the angel of death now hovers over his 
•• victim J thenliften tomy laftdireftions. Avoid 
" public honours; fly from courts, as from the 
" monfters of the dtfart; be not mifled by a vain 
" loveof fame and an unavailing popularity; vir- 
*^ tue is its own reward ; let your happincfs be 
'* fixed in your own mind, independent of external 
*• objeds; defpife the opinions of mankind, 
** which are always fluftuating and uncertain as 
" the Ca/pian, when deformed with tempefts. For 
** the remainder of your days have a contempt for 
" fame; it will only lead you intoaferies of toils 
•* for an ungrateful world. Steal through life im- 
" perceptibly, like the path of the arrow, which 
*« leaver no trace behind it; let your moderation 
•* fhade you from envy; be virtuous and be 
•• happy." 

He could no more; his lot for eternity was caft, 
ami he expired. Mujlapba wept over the bcft of 
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fathers; he treafured up his precepts in the inmofl: 
receffcs of his foul, and inftantly began to conform 
his conduft to the praftice of them. His dignities 
and honours he refigncd forthwith, and in the ful- 
Icnncfs of his foul he locked himfelf up from the 
world. His houfe no longer refounded with fingers 
and with minftrels; no longer did amber and aloes 
adminifter their rich perfumes; the vafes of agate, 
which in his father's time overflowed with all the 
delicious liquors of the eall, lay tumbled into an 
unregarded heap; and even the hand of charity, 
which was before ftretched out at his gate, was 
now congealed and frozen. The many leifons 
given him by his tutor were now totally forgotten; 
the feeds of virtue lay dormant in his breaft, and 
his love of fame was entirely extlnguiihed^ nay^ 
the very thoughts of it were loathfome to him, 
infomuch that, to leave no room for a fufpicion 
that he had the leaft regard for popularity re- 
maining, he would often fay to himfelf, ** That 
^ the world may fee how much I am above any 
** notices it may take of me, I muft not be guilty 
** of a fingle good adlion." By imperceptible de- 
grees this turn of mind fettled into a fixed infenfi- 
bility: on the contempt oi fame was grafted a 
contempt of virtue. Muftapha ! Muftafba ! you 
tKundcrcd at the head of armies; whole nations 
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obeyed your voice ; and now, how altered ! re- 
laxed and enfeebled you groan in anguifh, relud* 
ut to every finer inripulfe of the foul, and callous 
to all the ftimulating incentives to virtue ! 

The tidings of his fituation reached the ears of 
Achmet in his hermitage. The venerable old man 
heard the flory with the deepeft forrow ; his heart 
was apalled within him, as if the hand of death 
had fmote him. He fat down in his haram, but 
there no angel whifpercd to his meditation ; no 
infpiration bore his thoughts aloft to the prime 
fource of being; Muftttpha\ fhame deprefTed the 
fwellings of euthufiafm, and quite extinguifhed 
the pious fervor of his fouK At length he arofe, 
and taking his flafF in his hand, extinguifhed th^ 
light which burned before him, and fet out on a 
journey over the defarts of Arabia^ In a fhort 
time he arrived at his pupil's habitation. 

It was with difficulty he gained admifllon; but 
the gates were no fooner opened for him, than he 
Went ftreight to his young pupirs apartment* 
Mujiapba was reclined upon a fofa, his looks ful- 
lenly fixed on the ground, and his mind hardening . 
into infenCbillty. Achmet eagerly prefcntcd him- 
felf before him. His eyes were vivid and piercing : 
The winter of age had fiied its fnows upon his 
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htad,,and the lively exprefllon of pafliops, which, 
throbbed in mingled tumult about his heart, ren- 
dered him an alarming objeft to his pupil. At , 
length Achmet faintly uttered " MuJiaphaT a guQi 
of tears choaked up the reft. Mufiapha at this 
was covered with eonfufion: he attempted to 
break from him. The palfied nerves of the vene - 
rable hermit felt a renovation of ftreno[th from the 
glowing purpofe of his foul, and laying faft holdof ' 
his pupil, he exclaimed, " You (hall not put me 
*^ from you j by, me your genius now alani^ you ; 
*' by me it means to rouze you from your lethargy, 
*^ and awaken the dyiiig embers of thac amiable 
** fire, which formerly kindled all your fpirits, in 
" thofe happier days, when my inftruftions were 
*' refrefhing to your ears, as the morning dews to ' 
*' the verdure, which cloaths the fields of Da^ 
'* mafcus. But now, how art thou fallen ! each 
^' finer principle of virtue i? fupprefled,and you' 
*^ are even deaf .to the voice of fame, that fweeteft 
^^ tnufic to a vinuous ear. But to redeem tlieeiat 
^^ once from the drearas of folly and over->yeening 
^^ pride, in. which thy foul is m)w fluggifhly im- 
'^ merfed, read there that myftic truth, which one 
^' of the Genii put into my hand, in an hour of 
*^ infpiitation, when if^r thoughts were fwelled 
^^ with fublime ideas of the difpenfations of Him, 
*^ who is in ihe Heaven of Heavens, and whofc 
Vol. V. T wonder- 
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" wonder-working hand launched forth the pla- 
^* nets into the illimitable void, and (till continu-^ 
** cth by fecret apd indirect caufes, to produce the 
*^ h^miony if the phyfical and moral world." 

The heait of Mujiapba was alarmed, and he 
read as follows. " Wtcn Viictue was fern down 
*^. from the third Heaven to rcftrain the irregular 
*', paffioiis of mankind, the dignity of her mien 
'^ and beauty of her afpeft were fufficicntly attrac- 
^' tive to make her admired of all beholders. But 
<* fuch is the depravity of human nature;, that thefc 
*^aHuremfrn:$ fbon bc^n to lofc pf their influence^ 
"Hid ViRTV£ fliqrtly finding herfelf n^lefted 
*^ and forlorn, returned, to her celeftial manfion, 
^ in order to prefer her complaint againft the fon$ 
*' of men. There (he ^emonftrated, that blind 
^' mankind was not only infenfible to her perfona] 
^' chanlis, but alfo deaf to the promifc of rev^ards, 
^V which were to be difpenfcd to her votaries in a 
^' future ifatc of exiftcnce, Though this was a 
^ fufficitnt provocation of wrath, yet &ch was 
*' the fuprcmc benevolence, thi^t Virtue was 
" again fent down upon her mifllon; and the bet- 
'* ter to ftrengthen her interefts, Fame was or- 
^^ dercd to attend her, with an high comrniflion to 
^' difpcnfe temporary retributions even on thi^ 
^' fide pf \h^ grave. As fuon as they reached die 
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^1 verge, 9f human nature^ Fame blew aloft her 
'^ filver (rumpet^ and an inftantaneous glow was 
« kin4lcd in all hearts. Wherever Virtue was 
^' cherifhed. Fame purfaed her footfteps; and if 
** courc was any where made to Famb alone, flie. 
** mz6 fui?e to withold her favours, until the can- 
*' didates found means, by the recommendation of 
" Virtue, to infinuate themfclves into her good 
*' graces* By this amiable union, men were ex- 
** cited to a feries of meritorious aflions, cither 
^' by an attachment to the allurements of Virtue^ 
'^ or from a dcfire of obtaining the applaufe of 
<' Fame* But (hort is the duration of all fublu- 
*' nary things. FamEj in her turn, began to (hare 
*' the fame fate, that Virtue had met with before; 
*^ the appetites of men were now well-nigh fated, 
" and the mufick of applaufe no longer founded 
" grateful to the car. It was obfervable, that 
** wherever flic was flighted. Virtue was foon 
** known to follow her, and it very rarely happened 
*^ that flie remained with above one or two in an 
•' age without her attendant Fame. In procefs of 
•* time matters were carried to fuch an extremity, 
*' that this celefl:ial pair were tired of their pilgri- 
♦* mage, and wearied out at length they 
" refolved to offer up a joint petition to bt 
*' recalled. They therefore flew to the throne 
^^ of the Moft High, and there kunjbly urged, 
T 2 that 
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** that It was in vain for them to fojourkiany Ion- 
^^ ger upon earth, as deluded mankind was now 
" entirely feduccd by the ipurious ornaments of 
*' the monfter Vice, which had ifliied out of the , 
*' regions of darknefs, and fet up in oppofition to 
•^ all that Virtue and fair Fame could ihfpire. 
" In this inftance again the tender care of Heaven 
*^ was eminently difplayedj and thefe two radiant 
" beings were a fecond time commanded to return 
«' to earth, with direftions, that, however depraved 
" theappetitesof men might be, they fhoukl pcrfift 
" in an unremitted courfe' of endeavours for their 
«^ fervice. The more effeftually to ftrcngthen their 
«^ caufe, a fiend called Infamy was ordered to iflue 
*^ forth from the unhallowed cell of Vice, and to 
" adhere clofe to her, whatfoevcr way Ihe fhouW 
" bend hef courfe. It was Jikewife ordained that 
" whoever ftould betray a difregard for Virtue 
** and honest Fame .ftiould be branded by In- 
*' famy, and that all three fhould thus continue 
** to wander among mankind, until the angel of 
"death fhould walk forth by the command of the 
" Almighty, and fweep the whole race from the 
*' face of the earth, to receive that retribution of 
" rewards and punifliments, which may be due to 
" their Virtue or their Vice," 

Mujiapba now perceived the mifts of error 
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clearing away from before his underftanding : he 
embraced Acbntet^ and poured out the cfRifions of 
his gratitude for thus recalling him to the talk of 
Virtue, whofe ftrength confifts in aftivitjr. He 
acknowledged that the tranfition is eafy from a 
contempt of fame to an equal difregard for the 
Virtues that deferve it. The name of Muftapha 
during the remainder of the chronicles of this 
reign makes a diftinguilhed figure, and it is faid 
that he clofed a life of Virtue with honour and 
renowfi. 
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NUMBER XXXIU. 

Saturday^ 'June a, 1753, 

InduJftt mundt communis cond!t$r illis 
Tantum animasy nokis animum qudque^'^^ 

Juv. 

IT occurred to me tiic other day, as I was Gtting^ 
in my ftudy, that I had con traded a very heavy 
debt, on the fcorc of vifiting; and being willing 
to difchargc the demands upon me as cxpcditi- 
oudy as poflible, I determined to dedicate an en-^ 
tire evening to the fcttlcment of this account. I 
accordingly writ my name upon about fifteen 
pieces of card, and Tallied out upon this important 
bufinefs. At moft of the places, where I called, 
I had no occafioa to alight, but dlfcharged my 
obligation, by delivering to the footman at the 
door one of the (okens of modern friendfliip above 
mentioned. I had, however, the good fortune of 
finding fome of my friends at home, who received 
me with prodigious aflubilicyi and after defiring 
mine, and giving me their opinion of the imftor- 
tant difputcs concerning Elizabeth Cannings and 
Mai-y Squires^ difmifled me with great politenefs. 

I was not a little fatigued with the fucceffivc re- 
petition 
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petition of the fime ffimzy chit-chat in every 
company where I was admitted, and quite dif- 
gufted with fo trifling a manner of fpending my 
time, I was juft going to direft the cbachman to 
drive home, When I rccblle<5ted, that 1 had not 
fecn my friend Mr. Dj/count of Cateaton-finet^ 
fince the Lord Miayor*s day. 

This deterniiried me to fteei- my Gourfe towards 
the city, and my good genius prevailed fo far, 
that I found Mr. Di/count^ his lady and two 
daughters, at home; Jt being the day, upon which 
Mrs. Dtfcount faw company. 

As foon as I entered the roomj my old acquaint- 
ance faluted me in a friendly manner^ ^nd allured 
me, that he was gl^ to fee mei his lady, in an 
ironical compliment, deliyered witKa^f^rccdfmilc, 
gave me to undcrftand, that fhc was highly fenfi- 
ble of the honour I did her family, in condefcend- 
Ing to come into the cityj ahd the young ladies 
curtefied, and told me, with fome appearance of 
refentment, that .they were extremely glad to find 
that Mr. Ranger had not entirely forgot his old 
friends. 

This reception fomewhat difconcerted me; 
however, I endeavoured to acquit myfelf with the 
ufual compliments, fuch as — I'hat I had the greateji 
ejleemfcr Mr. Difcount's family — That nobody re''- 

T 4 , pSled 
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pe^ed them more-^But that affairs of bufinefs bad en- 

groffedny time "that t feldom could command an 

hour to inyjelf But that I certainly Jhould not be 

fo bad a vijitor for the future. 'A s foon as this 
preliminary point was fettled, Mr. Difcount feated 
me next himfelf, and turning about, afked mc^ 
" How things went at our end of the town?" — 
" What, fays he> (hall we have a lottery, do you 
" think?" I was going to anfwcr, that I really 
was not in the fccret of thofe Ichemes, when the 
eldeft Mifs Difcount interpofed, and faid, " Lord! 
" papa, do you imagine, that Mr. Ranger trou- 
*^ Wes himfelf about the things you talk of in your 
'* City coffee-houfes? What are your moncy-af- 
" fairs to him? Have you been at a great many 
** plays laft winter, Mr. Ranger f What do you 
** think of Footers farce? I faw it the firft night ; 
♦^ I would not mifs the firft night for any thiiig/* 

As I was meditating an anfwer, my worthy 
friend takes me by the hand, and exclaims ^^ Hea— 
** yens ! Mr. Ranger^ what will this world come 
- /* to! the young people of this age, Sir, think of 
" nothing but diverfions. From morning to night, 
<* my ears, Mr. Ranger, are dinned with Garrick 
«^ and Barry y and dogs and monkeys, and Mother 
*' Midnight y and SpoonatiJfimOy and fuch a. jargon, 
'*' that one would imagine the order of things was 
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" inverted." Here the youngcft Mifs Di/cBunt 
" fcized the converfatioxi: " Nay, now^ papa, 
^* fays (he, becaufc you do not go to thofe places 
" yourfelf, you would not have any body elfe go/* 
" That's true Befjy, replied mama: he is a ftrangr 
" man, to be fure. Mr. Di/count has no notion of 
^' any thing genteel. Well, he muft have his own 
" way." 

Mr. Hi/county without taking notice of thefc in- 
tcmiptions, refumcd his difcourfe. ** Why, Sir, 
" fays he, this muft portend fomething. Cer- 
** tainly a judgment hangs over the nation: we 
*' fhall undoubtedly have another earthquake at 
*' Icaft. You know, the laft earthquake was oc- 
*' cafioned by the immenfe number of places of 
^^ public entertainment; the bilhop faid fo in his 
** letter: do you not remember it, Mr. Ranger f** 
Here a loud laugh made it unneceiTary for me to 
reply, and my well-meaning friend, intent upon • 
his fubjeft, continued to animadvert on the extra- 
vagance of the times: " Your uncle Calebs added 
*' he, Mr. Ranger^ and I ufed frequently to talk 
" over thefe things together, and we have often 
" lamented the degeneracy of the times. We 
" forefaw that it muft end in the ruin of the na« 
" lion. Ay, we forefaw it a long time ago. All 
" this luxury, which has been the bane ofOldEng^ 

''land. 
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^ laffJ, has crept in among us fincc the ye# 
«* twenty. — ^Ah ! that year twenty, Mr. Rafiger 
^ was a fatal year; a fatal year indeed,'* Here 
Mife Dl/count could contain no longer, but broke 
out with fome warmth—'' Lord, papa! you 
** are alwaysi bringing up that year twenty. How 
^ many hundred years ago is it, fince that year 
•* twenty ? It does not jSgnify talking, while peo- 
*' pie arc in the world, they muft do as other peo- 
*' pie do, or they had better be out of the world; 
" and one mutt go to public places, or they will 
V have nothing to talk of. Is it not fo, Mr. Ranr 
*' ger ? Come, now, I am fure you are of my opi- 
" nion, an't you ?"— As I was unwilling to difo- 
bligc either party in this dilute, I replied to the 
lady in two lines q( Prior. 

Seldom your opinions err^ 

Tour eyes are always in the right* 

This topic had, I thou^t, been purliicd rather 
too far, therefore I waved the converfation, and 
alked the ladies, whether they had.ften Mrs- 
BriUant^ fince her marriage? To this they aU an- 
Iwcrcd at once, O yes: whereupon I took the li- 
berty to addrefs myfelf particularly to Mrs. Dif- 
count,, m^ defired to know, whether Ibe did not 
ihinii her ayery fine woman ? " A fine woma;n, 
'' Mri Ranger, replied Ihr, how can you aik ff>e 

" fucb 
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** fuch a queftion ? To be fure, (he Is a fliowy \^o-» 
** man, and fuch a one as takes with the men ^ 
** but you can't call her a fine woman furely, 
** Then, ihe wears her cap fo horridly j and always 
** ovehlrefles hcrfclf. The gentlemen^ 1 know» 
*« admirt her, but I proteft I cannot fee for what** 
** Madam, replied I, I muft beg leave to be of a 
" different opinion; in my eyes, Mrs. jBr/7/4ir/ ap- 
/* pears a very amiable woman, and it gives me a 
** great ddal of pleafure, that flie is fo happily 
'* married/* " O indeed, fays Mifs Di/counf, I 
*' believe (he is very happy, for (he has a verf 
" handfome equipage, and a fweet pair of ear- 
" rings; and then (he fees a vaft deal of com- 
** pany : there were ninety pcrfons at her laft rout. 
** She plays crown whift." 

I could not forbear obfirrving, that I was a little 
furprized, fo difcerning a young lady (hould efti- 
mate Mrs. Brillant*% happincfs from the ftake (he 
played for at whift, when to me it appeared, that 
(he po(re(red a more certain fource of felicity, in 
the amiable qualities of Iier hu(band, " O law ! 
" that's true, replied the ladies, they fay her 
'^ hufband too is a pretty man.'* 

Vve were proceeding farther on this head, when 
a thundering rap was given at the door, and the 
fcrvant fignified, that Lady Portfoken was coming 
into the room. As I thought I had paid a vifit 
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of a fufficicnt length, 1 took advantage of the a- 
larm given by this City Knight*s lady, and with- 
drew unnoticed. 

In my return home, I could not avoid refle^ng 
on the c^ricious notions the female world enter- 
tain of happinefs. 

To be dreffed as well as others of the fame rank; 
to be prefent at all public places, without canfi- 
deririg the entertainment in any other light, than 
as the means of bringing company together ; to 
vifit, and be vifitcd by every one, whom they think 
* it of confequencc to falute at the playhoufc ; to 
iive ( if it may be called living ) in a perpetual 
courfe of card- playing; and, to fum up the whole, 
to be married to a man of any age, figure or qua • 
lities whatfoever, capable and willing to fupporc 
all this, in the opinion of ninety-nine females in a 
hundred, conftitutes a happy woman, I fhould be 
perhaps cenfured as a pedant, if I offended the de- 
licacy of my female readers, with obIcrving» that 
they degrade the faculties of the human foul, by 
confining the exercife of them within fuch a circle 
of trifles; but I hope I may be allowed leave to 
refer them to the SfeSator^ where they will learn 
from the elegant Mr. Addifon^ that the ftrongeft 
argument, which can be advanced for the immor- 
tality 
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tality of the foul, is the continual progrefs of the 
mind in the acqui fit ion of knowledge. 

Now, I would fubmit it to the candor of my 
fair countrywomen, whether their condudt does 
notfubvert the principles, upon which this polite 
philofophcr reafons; and tend to eftablifti the 
Mahometan doftrine, that the fouls of women are 
mortal. Should this Turkijh tenet ever prevail a- 
mong us, dreadful will be the confequences. What 
a mdanCshply transition will it be, from the liber- 
ties at prefent indulged to Brit^ wives, to the 
confinement aj?id horrors of a feraglio ? 

I could add' much more on this fubjeft, but I 
am aware, that my pretty readers are prepared 
with a conclufive anfwer to whatever can be ad- 
vanced : Welly you may fay what you willy but peo^ 
pie will do as they like for all that ; the force of 
which I readily acknowledge^ and, as becomes mc. 
Jay down my pen. 
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NUMBER XXXIV. 

S(Uurditf9 J^^ 9p ^7 S3* 

Vultis 6? bis mecum pariter covftdcre re^is f 
Urbcm^ quamftatuo, 'deflra ejl. 

VlJlG. 

IHAVp of late received a variety of letters, in 
which my correfpondcnts labour much to prcfs 
me into the fcrvicc of my country; and though I 
have always difclaimed politics, as a fubje6l averfe 
from my inclinations, thefe gentlemen are for 
making a (latefman.of me in my own defpight. 1 
muft own, I am not willing to be thrown off my 
byafs, but when the aft of parliament in favour of 
the Jewi cngrofles fo much of oOr qonverfadon, 
and has worked all our fpirits into a ferment, it 
then becomes the duty of a public writer, to make 
his bow to the mufes, and devote one lucubration 
to the happinefs and welfare of his countrymen. 

The Englijh have naturally interwoven in their 
conftitution a peculiar kind of national felf-love, 
which may not improperly be called the endemial 
paflion of the country. The leaft attempt to dif- 
penfe a favour to foreigners alarms their fears, and 
^wakens that jealoufy which is natural to their 
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very frapie. It is to this we owe thegcneral.dif- 
cbntent, which h^s broke out among all ranks of 
people upon the late occaflon; but that it is oV^^g 
to a miftaken prejuclice/l believe, will bemanifcft 
to any man that does not fee things with the j^unt^ 
diced eye of party* 

It has been faid that by thiis aft we give the lie 
to the fcripture, and fly in the face of a peremptory 
prophecy, which declares, that the Jews (hould be 
without a fixed fettlcment in any part of the 
globe, a vagabond race upon the fac§ of the 
earth. There was a time when this objedioa 
plight be allowed to carry with it fome degree of 
weight ; nor can it be denied, that while Chrifti-. 
anify fubfifted in the kingdom, it would have 
been the groflTeft abfurdity to introduce a bill of 
this nature. 

But the Chriftian difpenfation, it muft be al-» 
lowed, has diftppeared from among us. I bc^ 
Jieve, in the memory of the oldeft perfon now tiv-» 
ing no trace of it can be found; and this, in my 
opinion^ affords a conclufivc argument in favouf 
of the naturalization aft. Were it any way incoiK 
(iftent with the religion now infafhion, I perfuad^ 
jnyfclf, it would have met with oppofition from \ 
(prtain bepch in the Ji-*— i^ of L-— i but a$ 
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nothing of this kind was offered^ it is to be pre« 
fumed, that Judaifni perfeftly coincides with our 
prefent eftablifhment both in church and ftate. I 
would therefore recommend this doftrine to be 
preached from the pulpit, for the better quieting 
the minds of men; and if the right reverend per- 
Ions, who fuperintend the confcience of the na- 
tion, wou!d iflue out paftoral letters for this pur- 
pofe, the miftaken notions, which the common 
ptople hare imbibed, would be foon effaced. 

Prejudice, it is well known, has been often too 
ftrong for reafon : in the prefent cafe it has taken 
root too deep, as will appear to the attentive rea- 
der from the following anecdote. About three 
weeks ago I had occafion to take a boat at fVbue- 
ball flairs, in order to go a little way down the ri- 
ver. We no fooner put off from fhore, than I per- 
ceived thewatcnnan to be a very fcnfible fcUow, 
and particularly knowing in politics. I therefore 
gave him an opportunity of difcovering his fen- 
timents on the bil) in queflion. He difcufled it 
with great flrength of lungs, and vehemence of 
obfervatbn^ " D — mn the eircumcifed dogs, fays 
'* he, now ihey are naturalized, I fuppofe we fhall 
" have them all turn watermen, and they will 
« have the bufinefs of the river to themfelves,"^— 
Tliis flory (which is really a matter of faft) will 
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fhew what prejudices are entertained by the com- 
mon people; and none but the dregs of mankind 
have helped to raifc riiat clamour againfl the If- 
raelites, which has rung throughout the nation for 
ftveral weeks paft; Neither the hereditary le- 
giflators of the kingdom, nor the reprefentatives 
of the people, have thought an ancient prophecy 
worthy of their regard. The popuhce, and the 
populace only, are in oppofition: but wifdom 
doth not always cry out in the flrcets. For my 
part, I am perfuaded, that when things are con-^ 
fideried difpafflonately^ the aft will bear a different 
^fpeft in the eyes of all men of fenfe. Who have 
been fervcd by it? Not the poor Jews^ who are 
ftill left under the feverity denounced againft 
them; but the rich, who are by this ftroke refcued 
from the vengeance of Heaven. And this regard to 
the affluent, and contempt for the moncylefs, I 
take to be perfeftly confiftent with the genius of 
a trading nation. Frorii this incident, a very ufe- 
ful moral may be enforced. Namely, that money 
cannot only influence fubliinary things, but alfo 
fuperfede the decrees of providence. The aft 
has given the nation in gencnl a very great accef- 
fion of credit, reputation, honour, and riches. 
For my part I fhould be glad to fee a further 
ilep take-n, in order to render the work complete* 
I have not had time to digeft my thoughts into a 
Vol. V. U ' * regular 
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regular fchemc : I ftiall therefore content myfdf 
with fuggefting a few hints, which may be im- 
proved at maturity. 

Fir^ as it is apparent from what has been ob* 
ferved already, that the Chriftian religion has no 
longer a footing in this country, it may not be im- 
pfopcr to repeal the facramental teft, and to fub- 
fiftute in its room the aft of circumcifion -, for 
^hichpurpofe proper circumcifers may be found in 
Dukes-Pkccj who may perform the operation upon 
all our placemen. A proper number may be 
choferi out of a certain venerable body, in the na- 
ture of a jury of matrons, to examioe whether the 
perfon be qualified according to law. 

Secondly i A^ the Jews are known to be polieflcd 
of overgrown riches, and as no lottery can be vi- 
goroufly carried on without their concurrence, 
whenever Sir jGhn Barnard^ or any patriot 
inclinable to chriftianity, Ihall devife a fchcme to 
prevent impofitions from ftock jobbers, it will bi 
advifable to let nobody into the ftibfcription but 
the above-mentioned Jews^ who certainly cannot 
grow too rich, as our regard for them will increafe 
in proportion to their pelf. 

"Thirdly y I am of opinion, that it is prejudrdaka 
this kingdom to exclude the faid Jews from crf^ 

ploymcnte 
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jployments civil and military, becaufe, as they 
have no other country of their own, it is highly 
probablei that they will love England^ ( or Judc^a 
Nova) with ah excefs of zeal. They may be 
contractors for the future to fiipply our army and 
havy ^ith provifions, and there cannot be a doubt 
but it will be perfeflily agreeable to the tafte of 
our foldiers and mariners to be fed with beef cu- 
red by a Jew butcher. On board the fleet parti- 
cularly, it will ihfallibly be pleafing to have a mels 
of beef with a label of ftamped lead upon ir^ to 
edhvince the men that it has been duly cured. 
And further; inftcad of making men of nieric 
khights of the bath, or prorrioting them to fuch 
like hottourst, fuppofe they were to be diftinguifhed 
'(Sechtdum ordinem MelchizedeCi ) by the order of 
Melcbizedec. Thi^ feems to me in all refpefts a 
propel* inftitution, but I fubmitit to better judg- 
hients. 

Fourthly and lajilji^ I humbly propofe, that an 
krmy niay be fpeedily raifed for the retaking of 
Jerufalemy which happy event would enable our 
good friends ahd now countrymen the Ifraelite%y to 
i-ebuild their templci by which means they would 
entirely overturn the only obftacle which now re- 
mains, towards diflipating thofe errors, which 
have mifguided people thefe feVentcen hundred 

U 2 fifty 
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fifty three years paft. And I hope; the bad fuc- 
ccfs of that great man, Julian the Apoftatey who 
was defeated, by the interpofition of Heaven, in 
an attempt of this kind, will be no difcourage- 
ment. 

For thefc reafons ( and no better I J^refume 
ran be given ) the adt in queftion ought to be 
confidered, like Magna Charta, as a fundamental 
law; with this addition, that to move for its repeal 
ought to be declared high treafon. 
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NUMBER XXXV. 

Saturday y June 16 ^ 1753. 



H^c ego mecum 



Comprjejfts agito Labris; ubi quid ddtur oti, 
Jlludo Chartis, 

HOR. 

A Serif spf pointed thoughts en various fub- 
jeBs ha§ been occafionally prefented to the 
public by feveral eminent writers. In France to 
this day, it continues to be the favourite mode of 
conveying an author's fentiments. The duke de 
Kcchfoucault fucceeded fo well upon this plan, that 
he is univerfally admired wherever wit and poig- 
nancy of matter are relifhed. This fcheme of 
writing indulges a free roving exercife of the mind, 
as Lord Shaftjhury exprefles it; it fets us free from 
the fatigue of purfuing a long and regular tradl of 
well-concerted rcafoning. It appears, indeed, in 
loofe detached fentences, and may therefore feem 
to the reader to carry with it no great difficulty in 
the execution. It is, however, in allrefpedls as hard 
as any other vehicle of inftruftign: it raifes a de- 
mand for clofe {itnit and a lively turn of expreffion 
in almoft every line. Hence it is, that the writer 
already mentioned has been fo much celebrated by 
U 3 people 
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people of tafte, and hence it is, that Pope and 
S'wifl have thought proper to follow him in this 
path of fatyr. An ingenious French author has 
publifhed, within this fhort time, an entire vo- 
lume in this way, abounding in excellent reflec- 
tions upon all occurrences in life, full of ftrong 
fenfe, and* highly fpirited in the didlion. After, 
having perufed this author, my mind acquired 
fuch a habit of thinking in this unconnected fa- 
fhion, that I could not fettle my thoughts upon 
any one topic for the entertainment of :v.y readers. 
Wherever I went, whether through the llrcccs 
upon ordinary bufinefs, or upon fiiort excurllcns 
into che country to breathe frefli air am'^dji the vil- 
lages and farms adjoined^ I found myfelf conftantly 
talking fentences. I have refolved this day to 
commit them to paper, and I hope that this de- 
fultory mode will be received with candour, 

rHouaurs on various subject's. 

A Periodical Writer, in or^er to procure 
himielf a fufficient number of readers, 
Ihould endeavour to render his works agreeable to 
the various palates which predominate among the 
feveral inhabitants of this metropolis: but though 
he fhould feafon his papers to the tafte in vogue, 
he ihould not entirely give up his own judgment: 

as 
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a$ Cowley has it. The world may fo come in a 
man's way, that he may falute it, byt he Ihould 
pot go a whoring after it, 

The fevereft critics upon writing arc thofe who 
know the leaft of compofition, which is fome com- 
fort to an authpr, who lives in an age pf enyy, 
^alice, ill-nature, and detraftion. 

Deafl Svjtft tells us, that when he was a young 
man, he believed that the reft of the world refen^- 
bled himfelf in talking of nothing but the laft new 
play: in this particular the author of this paper 
is perb^ips too much like that great genius; the 
foibles of a gre^f chara«5ler are eafily imitated. 

When a fet of bookfellers are concerned in a 
news -paper, a Monthly Review, or a Magazine, 
they take every oportunity in the faid productions 
pf praifing the works, in which they h^e a pro* 
perty themfclves, and of decrying every thing 
that may prevent an encreafc of their own fale. 
Writers who are ill-ufed by them in this Ihapf, 
may always enjoy this comfort, that were thcfc 
people to fo/l in Pamajfus, their votes, upon a 
fcrutinyy would be ftruck off, as they are only 
Copyholders^ 

You may know what a gentleman thinks of you, 
U 4 . by 
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by the behavriour of his fervants, while they wait 
at table. Thefe people are always fuch finccre 
friends to their mafter, and have his honour and 
glory fo much at heart, that they generally place 
their affeftions and refentments upon the famt 
objeft, unlefe their judgment is handfomely bri- 
bed at the ftreec door. 

On the contrary, you may know what the wait- 
ing maid thinks of you, by the reception you meet 
with from her miftrefs^ i at icfen ^1. -t qr 
ladies arc dircfted in their ' ini'- ^ 

mep L^ what Mrs. Ee.:y is ^ icJ^i. n ( , _,: :..^ 
toilet, and if (he decb.rf^.s " C Ma a*.., 1 : .^ 
" fine man ! I loves to fee him like any thing;'' 
or, " Oh ! the fright ! I hate the Tiglic of him.'** 
You are fure to find the confequcnces of it at the 
firft meeting. 

As the world goes, there is generally more ari 
to obtain fucccfs, than nierif to deferve it. 

Sounding periods and pompous expreffions no 
more conftitutea beautiful ftile, than (Irutting in 

ycd heel fnoes, Vix\<\ gold deck flockings can make a 
graceful v/dh; both mr.y fcrve to impoic upon the 
ijijudicious, but thofe who arc acquainted wiih 
men and boolvs, will dways think taic a rcquifite 
quality. 

Dif- 
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Discretion has its bounds as well as all other vir- 
tues: it degenerates into a .Vice, if, like ^jj?rc»V 
Serpent, h fwallows up the reft. 

A MOTTO forthe 7£;^<?; 

Nos alia ex aliis in Fata vocanur. 

When I reflect on the late Marriage-ail^ I can- 
not help crying out with the Poet; 
Curje en all Lazvs^ hut thofe which Love has mad^. 

It is well remarked by an able .Fr^;?^/& Wri- 
ter that a King who does not keep a Miftrefs is 
highly eftimable, provided he does not become a 
Bigor through too much Devotion. 

politicians have obfervedthat England Q.2cci ne- 
ver be undone but by a parliament : if that be true, 
what are the Addrefles frorn Candidates to their 
Eleftors, but fbmany petitions to let them have a 
Hand ip Naturalization ABs^ Jew Billsy Taxes, 
^nd in fhort the Ruin of their Country ? 

The fureft Way of ^maffing overgrown Riches, 
is by a due Government of our own Paflipns, or 
rather adminiftering to the Gratification of the 
Pafllons of other People. 

It is much more difHcult to hear in Compa- 
ny, than to SPEAK i Every one is willing to do the 
latter, but few have Politenefs enough to do the 
former, though ic ferves a double Purpofe ; it 
fhews our Manners at the fam.e Time'that it im- 
-proves the Undcrilanding. 

The 
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The late Doftor Swift is not generally cftccmcd 
as a Man ; in this Point the World agrees with 
the Uiean himfelf, who was always mortified to 
^ink himfelf pffuch a Species. 

Of all the Arguments in Favour of Vice, defen-- 
dit NumeruSy i$ the worfl $ who would chufe to 
travel in a dirty Road, becaufc it is crowded ? 

Eyery Age has a peculiar Charaftefiftic to dif- 
tingiiilh it: the laft Century was remarkable for 4 
comic Genius, which fprnetin^es run out into un- 
warrantable Luxuriancies, and a Breach of Manr 
ners j the prefent Times have acquired a politeF 
Talle, but cannot produce any wprk of Theatrical 
Hurnoun The former tranfgrefled through' an 
Excefs of Vigours the lattpr are decent, but they 
have that kind of Decency which arifes from a 
Want of Power, rather than of Will. They (hould 
take for their motto the defcription o{ tl\€Eumcb 
InTerencei Amatores ejfe eos maximoSjfcdnibUpoteffe. 

People of the fame Profeffion frequently fpen4 
their Time in envying each other; whereas if they 
were actuated by Emul^iion^ and each would mind 
his own bufinefs, every Man would find his Ac^ 
count in it ; as at a Gaming-Table, the Way is 
TiOt to fit fretting at the Cards you fuppofe youi?' 
Adverfary may have, but to make the bcft of you^ 
9wn hand. 

Some 
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Some people's Difcretion is the reverfe of cha- 
j-ityj it covers a Multitude of Virtues, as the l^t^ 
ter does a Multitude of Sins. 

It was well faid by a Gentleman at a CofFee- 
houfe, that the laft Scene of a modern Tragedy is 
like a Statuary's Yard; the Players are all fixed 
in Attitudes. 

When once a Writer is known, his Enemie^ 
3vill rail at him, and his Friends will damn him 
with faint Praife, becaufe he has dared to take thq 
Lead of them. He fares like one who meets with 
fpeedy preferment in the army; the enemy will be 
fure to fire at him, and his Brother Officers will 
Jiate him for being put over tjiejr Heads, 

Religion, which ftiould make us live in Peac^ 
and Charity is the Sourc^ of our moft violent A- 
nimofities/' No one is ^ilKpg to let his neighbour 
worfhip the fupreme Being according to his own 
Ideas, and his own Feelings, though every Man is 
refolved to ufurp that Liberty himfelf. 

Lord Bolingbroke wrote againft the Chriftian 
religion ; Doftor Hill intends to write againft 
Lord Bolingbroke. Felices err ore Jm I 
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Saturday^ June 23, I753, 

^ccuSATio crimen defiderat^ rem ut definiat^ homi^ 
pen ut notet^ argumento probet^ tejle confirtnet^ 
Maledictio autem nihil hahet propojin prater 
contumeliamn Tully. 

THERE are not in Nature two things more 
eflentially difFt-ring from each other than 
Calumny and legal Accusation. The latter 
requires a fad, fonr*e aftual commiffion of a- 
crime, a corpus deli5li^ as the Civilians call it, 
that it may have a foundation upon which to 
builds that it may with precifion iti forth the 
.fpecific charge; that it may fupport it by. the 
deduftions of fair argument, and bring it home 
to the man by the weight of evidence. 
This is the account given by the great Roman 
orator. The fame inimitable writer tells us, that 
jCalumny has no other objeft in view but the 
gratifications of a malevolent fpirit, and tlie in- 
jury it may do to a worthy character, 

It was the v/iftlom of many ftates in ancient 

* times to give evciy private citizen the liberty of 

{landing iorih a public Accuser, and bringing to 

trial the moft eminent of the community. Of 

this 
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this inftitution the principle was, that the bold- 
nefs of afpiring men might be awed, and ambition 
feel itfelf curbed by the reftraints of law. But the 
very governments, that made this praftice a part 
of their civil polity, looked with a jealous andfe-* 
vere eye upon the artifices of Calumny. It is of 
the utmoft importance, fays Machiavel, that in 
•fome part of every government there be vefted 
certain uncontroulable powers of fubjefling to 
juftice all offenders againft the laws, however da- 
ring or exalted ^ and for this he affigns two excel- 
lent reafons. The ill humours, which are al- 
ways fermenting in populous cities, and which 
by being pent up, might gather to a dangerous 
difeafe, in a courfe of judicial proceeding find a , 
fafe vent, and work themfelves clear. He ob- 
ferves in the fecond place, that if the conftitution 
allowed no way to bridle the in'^^lence of over- 
grown power, men would have reco'urfe to vio- 
lence, and in the tumult the innocent would.be 
too often involved with the guilty. 

To illuftrate the firft part of this remark. Ma- 
chiavd cites the cafe of Coriolanus, who was in 
danger of being torn piece-meal as he came out 
of the fenate-houfc, if the Tribunitian Power. 
had not interpofed, and gratified the refentment 
pf the Mob by appointing a legal trial. To give 

weigf^t 
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'ircight tb the lattci- rcfleftidn; he calls to mind an 
eminent citizen of Florence; who alnficcl at thS 
fuprcmc authority, ^nd could only beoppofcdby 
riot and bloodflifcd, the conftitutioh of the ttate 
not having refcrve]! the poWef of afferting itfelf 
faythcjuft mode of legal enquiry. /THd fame 
political matter, who thus contends for ACcu^a- 
TioN in due form of law, declares his abK0fi"encc 
of Calumny, the bane aridpeft of civil fbcietf. 
I Ihall here tranfcribe a paflage froift the tranfla- 
tion of that author lately publiftied. Manlius 
Capitolinus applied himfelf it the people, amongji 
wbdm be Jcattered various ajperfions to the prejudice 
^Camillus, in particular that certain/urns ofran- 
fom money bad not been appropriated to ihat uje, but 
dijlributed among fome few citizens ; aHd that if if 
could be recovered out of their hands y the people 
mght apply it either to lejfen the public taxes^ or dif- 
charge their private debts. Thefe fuggeftions had 
fucb an effeSt upon the people, that they began to 
form cabals y and to raife tumults in the city, till the 
Senators appointed a Dictator to enquire into the 
matter. This Magistrate accordingly cited Man- 
tius to appear, and callid upon him to declare iH 
*uobQfe hands the money was, becaitfe thefenators were 
asdeftrous to be informed of that as the people. Biit 
Manlius, inflead of anfwering directly to the quef- 

tiOfty 
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tiofiy endeavoured to evade // iyfayingy be bad no 
occajion to inform tbem of wbat tbey fo well knew 
tbemfelves\ upon which the Dictator fent him 
immediately to prifon. 

Here then the genitis of Calumny (lands dc- 
tefted. It frames a groundlefs charge, and when 
called upon for proof of its allegations, it has 
none to offer; but putting on an air of contuma- 
cy, hopes thereby to effeftuate its pernicious pur- 
pofes. It was this which occadoned io many 
cruel oftracifms from a light and giddy people a- 
gainft the worthieft men at Athens. That unhap- 
py republic, fays the biftorian of Florence^ was in- 
felled with one continued feries of flander againll 
the managers of all her moft important affairs, till 
by thofe very means the ruin of the (late was ac-* 
complilhcd. ' 

Since I have entered fo far into this fubjeft, it 
may not be improper, in order to (hew the perni- 
cious vice I have been fpeaking of in the true co- 
lours of its guilt, to produce the moll remarkable 
inftance of groundlefs accufation, that ever was 
attempted by the inventive genius of Calummv* 
It is the mafterly hand of Tacitus, that has tranf- 
mittcd to us this matchhfs pifturc of fraud : I 

IbaU 
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Ihall here endeavour, though with a rude hand, id 
copy fo remarkable a piece. 

Junius Blesus commanded three legion^ iri 
Pannonia. Having received an account of the 
death of AuguJiuSy aod the fucceffion of 'Tibirius- 
he relaxed the rigour of military difcipline, that 
the foldiery might difcharge the double office of 
grief and joy upon fo important an event. Idle- 
nefs prevailed in the camp, and foon produced 
the ufual confequences of vice and mifchief. Dif- 
content fpread amongft the men ; feditious dif- 
courfes were devoured with a greedy car ; and to 
exchange a life of labour and fatigue for indolence 
and luxury was the wifh q^ all. They broke out 
into open fedition : Blesus oppofcd their fury; 
by. entreaty, by commanding, by perfuafion, by 
menacing, he endeavoured to appeafe the tumult. 
He prevailed upon feme, and others, as a juft ex- 
ample, he punilhed with ftripes and imprifon- 
ment. But the mutiny ftill continued : of thofe 
who had been ordered into cuftody, a great num- 
ber endeavoured to (hake off all authority i they 
refifted the officers, who were in the execution of 
their duty ; they feized hold of theby-ftanders j 
they implored relief from individuals by name j 
they poured out a torrent of invedive againfl: 

theif^ 
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their general ; they left no topic untouched, that 
might iraife compaflion in the niultitudej alarrti 
their fears, excite refentment, and all the violent 
and tumultuous paflions. New lovers of com- 
motion mingled in the fray: in particular, one 
ViBULENus, a common foldier, mounting upon 
the fhoulderS of his comrades, applauded thofe 
Who were boldeft in the riot, and harangued the 
incendiaries.* " Who, faid he, will reftore my 
*^ brother to life ? Who will give him to this 
*^ fond embrace ? Sent hither from the German 
^^ army upon important matters^ ht was laft' 
^^ night murdered by the affaffins, whom Bles.us 
*^ armis for our deftruftion. Arifwct me, Blefus, 
*^ where have you bellowed the body? The 
** rtry enemy allows the rites of fepulture. 
^^ When I have poured upon him a flood of tears, 
^* and printed kifTes on his mangled body, let 
^^ me too perilhj and let thefe my fellow-foldiers 
*^ bury in one grave two miferable wretches, who 
" fell a facrifice to their zeal for the public good." 
This fpecch he made ftill more inflammatory by 
grief and bitter lamentation ; he beat his breaft ; 
he tore his hair, and wounded his features in the 
mofl: frantic manner. He proceeded with fuch 
well-a6ted paflion, that if it had not been imme- 
diately proved, that no murder was committed. 
Vol. V. X and 
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and that ^fellow never bad a brother^ the gene- 
ral would have found no protcdtion from his in- 
nocence. 

If the reader will paufe a moment, he will, 
from this account, be penetrated with a thorough 
deteftation of Calumny. It's dangerous nature 
is in this inftancc fully difplayed, and Vibulenus 
appears the great mafter o£ political lying. I do 
not r?colleft that any where in hiftory his rival is 
to be found. 

But it is not my intention to dwell upon the 

confcquences of political Calumny : the moral 

turpitude of it is the more immediate bufinefs of 

this paper. To reprefs the mifchief, as it operates 

upon the flate, is the province of thofe, who have 

undertaken the direftion of our afFairs. That a 

piece of falfe news believed for three days might 

be the falvation of a people, was the maxim of 

Catherine de Medicis ; and by parity of reafbn the 

runners of fa£lion conclude, that falfe givings out 

may be the deftruftion of a Minifter. Upon this 

principle we fee men daily bawling forth every 

fpecies of calumny. I know a perfon who goes 

from cofFee-houfe to cofFee-houfe to affure us 

that the Britifli empire is mouldering away. He 

will tell you with many winks and fhrugs, that 

he 
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he knows the perfong who have made their bar- 
gain with France for the fale of our liberties. 
Upon thefe folemn occafions he has recourfe, like 
ViBULENus, to an impofing pathetic i and I have 
often ittn him rubbing his eye, till he chafed out 
a reluftant folitary tear for the good of his coun- 
try.' Were he called upon, like Manlius, whom 
I mentioned in a former part of this paper, to tell 
who has received money for the barter bf our 
rights, he would only be able to anfwer, ** Why 
^^ do you ajk what you already know your/elf T* 

Whether any further fences fhould be by law e- 
ftabliftied to reftrain this evil, I fhall not prefume 
to fay. When a fet of drunkards from Samos, in 
a midnight riot, bcfmeared the tribunal of the E- 
I>HORi at Sparta, that grave republic pafled a 
law, declaring it' competent to the Samians to be 
very dirty fellows. In inr.itation of this policy, 
our Minifters feem willing to countenance the 
flanderers of the day. They have not, I believe, ' 
felt any bad confequences from the fpirit of defa- 
mation, which difgraces the age; or, perhaps, 
they have lyars of their own, who aft as a coun - . 
terpoifon to the enemies of government. In a 
political view all this may be well ; but in a mo - 
ral light, the confequences are pernicious. Vice 
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isdifFufcdj the public fuffcrs i truth is facrifirccfy 
and virtue goes to ruin. 

If the men> who are fuffered with impunity to 
go on in the trade of falfehood and malevc^ence^ 
were willing to confine their fcandal .to thofe, who 
have rifen to eminence in the ftate> I fhould«not 
have thrown thefe thoughts together. While 
great men arc abufed, they pay the tax, which in 
all ages has been exafted by envy from fuperior 
merit. But immorality, when it is not timely 
checked, overthrows all bounds. The fcribblers of 
the age think every thing lawful game. Pirvate fa- 
milies are attacked j their charaftcrs are blacken'df 
their children are faid to have a wonderful re- 
ftmblance to men, whom their mothers never 
faw ; and there does not pafs a day, but feme 
newfpaper is moiftened by the tears of modefty 
and innocence* 

I Per hof^Jlas 



Ire minax impune Domos 

fliould be the mottOy as it is the practice of every* 
man, who, without any character of his own, lets 
himfelf up in the public print$ as the Censor of 
his neighbours. But Horace tells us that the* 
fcribblers of tliis clafs were formerly cured by tfic 

cudgcl,^ 
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cudgelj and furely the fame, or fome other effec- 
tual remedy, ought fpeedily to be applied to this 
dangerous and growing mifchief. 



J Vert ere modum formidine fuJiiSy 

Ad bene dicendum dele£landumque redoQi. 



«^^|:« 



X 3 NUMBER 



Digitized by 



Google 



gio THE GRAY's-INN JOURNAl^, 

NUMBER XXXVIL 

Saturday i June ^p^ ^7 S3; 



\ 



>■ . Mrugo &? cur a Teculi. " 

HOR. 

THERE is nothing more common than to 
hear it decifively pronounced in conyerfa- 
tion, that Mr. Such-a-one is a man of very good 
fenle j or, on the reverfe, that he has not cornmcn 
fcnfe ; and yet, notwithftandingthe freqiieni ap- 
plication of this phrafe, there is not a term in the 
Englijh language fo little underftood, or made ufe 
of in fo many vague fignifications. In the various 
Jot of human life, moft people derive their ftock 
of ideas from the occupation, into which they 
have been acidentally thrown. From the con- 
ftant and daily repetition of the fame ideas, men 
are apt to form contracted habits of thinking. 
Tlieir attention is confined to one fct of objefts : 
out of their beaten path they have no power of 
refle(5lion, or, as Mr. Locke expreffes it, they do 
not fee beyond the fmoke of their own chimney. 
The confequence is, moft things are determined 
bythem, without a full confideration of the fub- 

jeft. 
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jeft, according to their own imperfeft furvey of 
iticn and manners. As a great writer pbferves, 
they fee a little ; prefume a great deal ; and haf- 
tily jump into the conclufion. 

I have ibmewhcre read of a people refiding in a 
fmall town, fituate in the midft of the jilps^ with 
whom the principal conftituent of beauty is a 
fwelling prominence of flefh in the throat, by them 
called a Gotber. It is recorded of thefe people^ 
that, when an Englijh gentleman, remarkable for 
all the graces of manly beauty, was paffing by on 
his travels to Itafyy it was agreed unanimoufly, 
that he was of an elegant form, and would really 
be very handfome, if he had but a Gother. In like 
manner, we daily meet with as notable opinions . 
relating to the intcllefts of our neighbours. I re-* 
member myfelf to have heard a perfbn of excel- 
lent parts condemned for a blockhead, becaufe he 
never won ah odd trick at whift : I have known 
another accounted a man of the bell fenfein Eng-- 
land, becaufe he was a great dab at the Multipli- 
cation Table, and had got over Euclid's Pons Aft^ 
nortim.^ A knack of rhyming hath given an air 
of importance to many a verfe-maker, and the ac- 
quirement of a fortune is a rule from which there 
can be no appeal. Some degree of luck in this way 
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is fufficicnt to dub any one. Sensible, Witty, 
Polite, Good-natured, and what not ? Riches 
being ip thi? inftancc like tar-water, not only 
ferving as an excellent alterative againft all noxi- 
ous particles in the conftitution, but alfo confer- 
ring every good quality under the fun. Itistq 
this principle that wc owe the eminent cheefe- 
monger, the eminent tallow-chandler, the emi- 
nent baberdalher of fmall-ware, the eminent 
needle -maker, the eminent pawnbroker, and a 
thoufand other degrees of eminence, which it 
would be too tedious to enumerate at prefent. 

Thprc is a paflage in the charaflers of the fa- 
mous La Bruyere^ which it may not be improper 
to cite on the prefent occafion. ** Fauste eft uti 
*' dijfolu^ un prcdigue, un libertitiy un ingraf, un em- 
^^ fortii qvC Xv^zh^fon oncle rCa fu hair ni dejheri^ 
" ter. Frontin, neveu ^*Aukele, apris vingtan- 
*^ flees d'une probtte connucy tf d^une complaijance a- 
^* veuglepour ce vieilhrd^ ne Va puflechir en fa fa- 
^' veur i X^ ne tire de fa depouille qvCune legere pen- 
^' fion^ que Fauste unique legataire lui doit payer. '^ 
^^ Fauftus^ {ays the great writer juft mentioned, is 
^' diffblute in his manners, profufe in his ex- 
** pences, a libertine, a man of ingratitude, and 
^< a flave to his paffions ; and yet his uncle Jure- 
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5* lius could never conceive a diflike to him, nor 
'^ difinherit him in his will. FrontinuSy nephqw 
** to Aurelius, has given proofs of his probity and 
'* relpeftful attention to the old gentleman, du- 
.*' ring a ferics of twenty years, and vet never 
55 could imprefs upon his mind one fentiment in 
*' his favour. He now lives upon a fcanty an- 
*5 nuity, which is paid him by FauJluSy the fole 
'f legatee of Aurelius.'' 

This extract may convince the reader, that for- 
tune is but aa erroneous rule, by which to judge 
of a charader. Succefs, whether gocd or bad, is 
not always the meafure of a man's underftanding. 
Were I to define a man of fenfc, I fhould call him 
2 perfon of a clear apprehenfion and found judg- 
ment ^ talents, of which a fmall degree of obfer- 
vation will convince us many are pofleflcd, 
tkough they do not upon all occafions avail them- 
felves of them ; but, on the contrary, let them lie 
dormant in their minds, without calling them 
forth into aftion. The truth is, wh^n m* chink, 
they make ufe of their rcafon ; wlien they aft, their 
paflions drive them forward. Perfons of brilliant 
parts are apt, indeed, not to curb their paflions, 
4nd therefore commit miftakes in life, from which 
thofe are exempt, who have not equal fenfibility. 
The late Sir Richard Steele^ I believe, n^ay b? al- 
lowed 
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lowed to have enjoyed as ftrpng intellefts as any 
Cit whatever, and yet in pecuniary matters his 
conduft was highly negligent. It is faid, of this 
gentleman, that going one day into his chariot, 
with an intimate friend, whom he had invited to 
his country-houfc, as they paflcd through a lane 
<rf'fervants, who had drawn themfelvesup in the 
hall, the humorous knight, looking over his 
flioulder at his acquaintance, pleafantly repeated 
from Horace, 

Mancipiis locuples egei ^eris Cappadocum Rex. 

« The King of Cappadocia \^ well provided with 
^* fervants, but wants money," 

From this it will appear what degree of regard that 
genius had for yellow dirt, which, though a ne- 
cefiary oflife, is certainly incapable of conferring 
one fingle accomplifliment either to the head or 
heart, and is generally the acquifition of the dul- 
Jeft of human race. 

Certain it is, that to create a fortune in the or- 
dinary paths of bufinefs, is fo far .from requiring 
wit, genius, learning, imagination, invention, or 
any liberal faculty, that every one of thofe attri-- 
butes has rather a tendency to keep the pofleflbr 
of it ftill the poorer, " as Heaven's bleft 
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beams turns vinegar more four/* An eager love 
of {)clf, a narrow attention to what is called 
the main chance, a fpicc of that clergyman's way 
of thinking, who delivered in his fermon that " a 
Ihilling is a ferious thing," and a cold, languid, 
unimpaffioned temper, are the principal ingre- 
dients in the compofition of the man of bufinefs j 
while perfons of quick undcrftanding will always 
have lively fenfations, which muft, at times, hurry 
them into fcenes of aftion aftonilhing to the fober 
ihop-kecper, or the fcdate book-keeper. It 
Ihould, however, be remembered, that thepaflions 
are the gales of life. To be diverted of them, is 
fo far from denoting a fenfible mind, that it is a 
proof of lamentable dullnefs and ftupidity. I 
ihall conclude this paper with two Ihort charac- 
ters drawn from real life. 

Auarus was bound to a trade at fourteen years 
pf age; he cleaned his matter's Ihoesj lay under 
f he counter; fwept the (hop j fcraped the threfh- 
hold, mounted on the leads to clean the gutter ; 
went regularly to the Port-office with letters; was 
perfcftly well verfed in the Rule of Three, and 
had the Merchant's Direftory by heart. On Sun^ 
days he would take a fober walk to IJlington, New- 
ington^ or Paddington ; and when a frolic fcized 
him, he would, in the fulnefs of his foul^ fpend 
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his three -pence at Jenny's Whim. As he greW up, 
he became a downright Stoic in the governnicnt o^ 
his paflions, to fuch a degree, that he was thought 
at length totally to have extinguiflied them all, 
except his darling love of money, which never 
ceafed to influence his thoughts. In (hort, Auar 
rus has been fo attentive to the main chance, that 
he is now flourifliing and flarving with a large for* 
tunc; is determined to fell his vote at the next 
cleAion, and is likely in tinie i;o be made Sheriff 
of London. 

Uberalis was bred at JVeJiminJier fchool, where 
he was always famous for a keen turn at an epi- 
gram. When removed to thetJniverfity, he was 
thought to have carried with him a great know- 
ledge of Greek and Latin. At Oxford he enlarged 
his mind with ufeful ftudies, and cultivated a juft 
and elegant tafte for all polite literatui^e. Being 
turned of one and twenty, he entered himfclf in 
the "Temple-^ where he read the law with fufEcient 
application \ but, in order to unbend his mind, he 
was frequently found dipping into Shake/pear. It 
has been faid by his enemies, that he never would 
diveft himfelf of an attachment to thofe polite a- 
mufements. I have fomewhere feen it remarked, 
that a tafte in reading is apt to infufe a correfpon- 
dcnt relifh for morals and the beautyof hoxioi- and 

virtue. 
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virtue. The oblervation is certainly true in the 
cafe of Liberalis. In confequence of an elegant 
Aturn of mind, he could never prevail on himfelf to 
fall into any meanpraftices. By thiscondudhefoon 
found himfelfdeferted by his clients, and negleft- 
ed by the attornies. He now remains unfought 
in his chambers^ in the high road to poverty j in 
which fituation, agreeably to the way of the 
world, we will leave him to himfelf, and Jay- 
down the pen. 

TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

Bedford Coffee-houfe^ June 30- 

The Loungers, who ufed tp take up the fire- 
place in the middle of the room, are nowreratoved 
to St. James\ Parky where, they balk in the fun 
during the greateft part of the day. At night 
they drop in here, and we imagine that fome im- 
portant bufinefs will be laid before the Board of 
Criticifm next feflions; and though Mr. I'own^ 
like the young Pretender^ does not let it tranfpire 
where he is at prefent, yet we affure ourfelves he 
is not idle, as a certain fubakern critic was, the 
other day, taken up in Grubjlreety for enlifting 
men in;o his fervice. 
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ne Admirers of Orator Henley are deftred tt 
take notice of the following Adverti/ement. 

Oratory-Rigkt-Reafon Chapel. 
Prayer— —Religion — Difcourfe — Devil upon 
Two Sticks— Author of the Gray^s-lnn Journal^-^^ 
a Thief, — a low Fellow, — a Footer — Small Beer's 
better than Water, — Backgammon an ecclefiafti- 
cal Game — the roaft Pork of old England — I am 
your only Champion — Coup de Grace unanfwer'd 
—a Monarch and a Chimney-Sweeper — Wit in 
comparing them — Sing Tantarara Jews all — Jenny 
come tie my bonny Cravat — Huzza for the old 
Orator of Claremarket^ — inexhauftible — invinci- 
ble, — irrefiftible — half paft Six — a clear Stage 
and no favoun 
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NUMBER XXXVIII. 

Saturday^ July 7, 1753* 



Impium 



Lenite clamorem^ Jodales^ 
Et cuhito remanete prejfo. 



HoR. 



I Went a few evenings ago into a cofFee-houfe, 
where I found my friend Wildair in a circle 
of his acquaintance. He was talking over the fe- 
veral occurrences, which he had that day met 
with in his rambles about town in purfuit of 
intelligence. As he has a peculiar felicity in 
drefling up a ftory in its moft ftriking colours, 
without falling into a minute and tedious detail 
of frivolous drcumftances, he touched upon 
many incidents in a manner fo diverting, that a 
general mirth diffufcd itfelf through the little au- 
dience that was gathered round him. My friend 
Wildair is of all the men I know the bed turned 
for fociety. With great parts, and greater fpi- 
rits, he has never fubfided into a ferious way of 
thinking, but in a fuperficial way glides over the 
various fubjcfts, that occur in converfation. He 
frequently rallies a gentleman of our acquaint- 
ance^ 
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ancc, and tells him frankly, '* I know. Jack, that 
** you arc a Icnfiblc iellow in the hiain, but as 
** you manage matters, your friends muft ftudy 
*^ hard to find it out. Take my word for it, the 
*V world is very fuperficial : what fignifies a rich 
** man, if he never has money in his pocket ? 
** You have no change about you for the ideas of 
*' your friends : you muft fell out to give an an- 
** fwer upon' the moft common occafion : let me 
*^ advife you, carry fome loofe ideas about you; 
•* your ftock will not diminifh, and you will be- 
•^ come more fociable, and of courfe more 
" agreeable/' 

This is my friend Wildair^s way of thinking. 
He acquits himfelf fo well upon this plan^ that he 
is always in much requeft with his acquaintance. 
Whenever they lay hold of him, a party of plea- 
fure is fure to be propofed, and he finds it difficult 
to elude their folicitations. This was the cafe 
the other night. As I was paying my debt at th6 
bar, he came up to me, and in a whifper defired 
mc to be one of the company. It was in vain to 
remind him that it was our club-night, and his turn 
to take the chair. The prefent party, he aflured 
me, would afford higher entertainment, and fur- 
nifti hints for fome future efiay. My friend's elo- 
quence prevailed. I yielded to his folkitations; 

and 
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and muft now fay, that the manner of fpending 
the evening has fupplied me with materials, the 
I like of which never came in my way before. 

As I intend to lay before tny readers a narra- 
tive of the feverdl tranfadlions that occurred, it 
nnay bepropfer, in imitatibri of the (kilfuU writer 
for the ftage, to give a lift of the Dramatic Per- 
Jona^ wich fbme fhbrt hints to unfold their chal- 
rasters. Of my own difpofition fome account hds 
been given in a former paper. Of my friend 
WiLdAiR it is unneceflary to fajr more. The reft 
bf the company corififted of, a Man of Wit; a 
Man of Humour i a^ — ;/^^ honest Fellow; 
aperfori of grave taciturnity, >^ho never ipdke an 

» iinneceffary word in his life ^ and a GeKtleMA^ 
of the rrioft poliflied manners, elegant in His de- 
portment, courtly in his addrefs, and in the ar* 
tide of cloaths gay and fplendid.' With this fet 
I ftiifted the fcene to the next taverh. As foon as 
we entered the houfe, the honest fellow alarmed 
the waiter with great vociferation. He clapped 
ine on the fhoiilder, and told me, ^^ Now yoti 
^' ftiall have good wine— ^Here,. waiter ! What 
^^,are you up my boys? Shew us A room/' 

' This being done without delay, he ordered a 

brace of bottles : " Let it be of the right fort, 

** do you hear ? You know my tafte : Allen's 

Vol. V- Y '' forty- 
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*' forty-five." Upon this he turned to me, and 
t^rith an arch wink advifcd me, " Always look 
** iharp at i tavern.*' The wine Was foon 
brought. : " Now," fays he, " let us be jolly : 
*^ d — n your mufty books : we now will drink 
" fome healths, and Ibmeconfufions: come, lads, 
*^ let us fit down.*' The company obeyed : As 
I was going to feat myfelf, the Man of Humour, 
with infinite pleafantry, removed my chair, and I 
had a terrible tumble. As I fell with violence, I 
could not entirely rclilh the joke, which gave in- 
finite fatisfaftion to all but the filent gentleman, 
who did not utter a fyJlable. The Man of Wit 
faid it was a good thing, as good a thing as he 
had ever known. The merit of it, faid he, confifts 
in the furprize. " Immenfe, by Jove!" cried 
the HONEST FELLOW ; " 1 told him to look fharp.^* 
Here there was a loud laugh. He looks,^ fays the 
WrV, like Vulcan tumbled down from the feail: 
of the Gods. As foon as I rofe, my humourous 
friend, with a dry compofure of his features, de- 
noting fomething between jeft and earneft, begg'd 
my pardon^ and ofEcioufly offered to adjud my 
wig^ This he did in fuch a facetious pofition, 
and futh a whimfical flare of the curls, that » 
new burfl of mirth ecchoed through the room^ 
My face, it feems, was dirtied in the fall, and the 
wig, by a fufficicnt quantity of powder, formed a 

ftriking 
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flriking contraft. The Wit was of opinion that 
I looked like a roafted trufije upon a napkin, and 
this was received as a very happy allufion. The 
Ipiiits of the connpany were now excited to a 
high ftrain, while the author of my misfortunes 
enjoyed the whole in a fober manner, Humour 
being ever grave and fedate. Wildair by this 
time faw that I did not much approve of my 
company. He fqueezed my hand, and repeated 
from Virgil, For/an et hac olim meminijfe juvaiit. 

To retreat in this junfture would have been 
impoflible. Finding myfelf obliged to ftay, I did 
all in my power to give conftraint an air of free- 
dom. The fioNEsx FELLOW fliewcd all his pow- 
ers. The bottle went round at fo brilk a rate, 
that the Wit compared it to a 'windmill in a 
ftorm, obferving at the fame that he thought it a 
lucky fimile ; and the more fo, as the two things 
were very remote, and only brought together by 
a fanciful relation. The faculty of judgment was 
by this time daggered. For my own part, I 
fairly owned that I never, could ftand a hurry, 
and obferved that my eyes were dancing in my 
head — ^^ Like wildfire, fays the Wit y " I can't 
help it when things flrike my fancy." By all 
that's Burgundyy cried the honest fellow, Harris 
is the beft pimp in England — Here, waiter, call 
Y 2 Harris 
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Harris [Enter Harris] Harris^ my old boy, fhew 
us fome of your beauties. — " There's a fine girl, 
^* pleafe your honor, at a place I know ;— nobody 

" has fcen her but Lord Shallow and there's 

*' Polly Dillon, jufl. arrived fron> Dublin — 'Squire 
** Mae-Hazard brought her with him— (he has 
^* great fpirits, pleafe your honour; moft of the 
** Irifi wenches have great fpirits; but Ihe is not 
*' to be found now" — ^That's like Bonifac^ fays 
the Wit ; a delicate loin of veal laft Wednef- 

day ! ha ! ha ! thefe things will come a- 

crofs oie. In fome time after a lady was 

tifheredinto the room, not without fome glances 
mutually exchanged between her and Harris. 

The Man of Humour and the Wit began to 
play her off, as they called it. The lady knew 
that her vocation obliged her to bear imperti- 
nence, and alfo called upon her for her fhare. 
The Wit had a number of fimilies unlike, till ac 
laft the nymph threw the fallad in his face. This 
put him^ in mind of Ibmething, and he tried to 
make a comparifon, but I forget with what fuccefs. 
As it is a rule in writing not to enlarge too much 
upon any fubjeft, but to leave fomething to the 
imagination of the reader, I fhall only add, that 
the lady, in the fpace of half an hour, drank and 
fung, and laughed and cried, and danced and fat, 

and 
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and talked and faid nothing with furpriiing ala- 
crity. In the quicknefs of this viciflitude, an 
April-day and changeable filks were not forgot 
by the Wit. At length the honest Fellow 
fwore that (he fpoiled good fellowlhip, and defircd 
her to take a guinea at the bar : after feveral te-bes 
and titterSy the lady withdrew. 

This nnatter being fettled, we were fuddenly 
furprizcd with the moft enlivening melody, ac- 
companied by a fprightly voice. It feems one of 
the fair natives of Savoy ^ who are good-natured e- 
nough to undergo the fatigue of a long journey to 
make our public ftreets harmonious, was placed 
in the yard, with direflions to entertain us with 
her vocal and inftrumental ftrain. From this in- 
cident our fpirits received new vigour: the Maw 
OF Wit bounced over the table, broke the bottles 
and glaffes; fwore it was like fairy-land, and, 
after giving me a rap on the back, threw his wig 
out of the window. The Man of Humour ex- 
preflcd his approbation by a dry jokej the ho- 
nest Fellow pulhed about the Burgundy, and the 
gentleman of polilhed manners, whom I men- 
tioiied in the beginning of this paper, fmiled with 
the moft winning complacence. This perfonage 
has hitherto made no figure in our Symposium. 
The truth is, he drank nothing, affuripg us that 

T3 ' ' he 
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he was forced to be abftcmious for the fake of his 
health. His heart, however, feemed to dilate in 
proportion as he faw the company become more 
and more intoxicated. With a fmiling counte- 
nance and a fparkling eye, he held out his hand 
clenched, and " Come, faid he, " odd or even for 
this little filver.'* Our fpirits were now ready to 
flow into any channel, and gaming became the 
general amufement. Cards were called for, but 
in a ihort time cards were found not to decide 
the fate of the adventurer^ with fufficient celerity. 
The remark was made by the polite Man, and 
having the aflent of all, he took out of his pocket 
a box and dice, which he faid he was fo happy as 
to have with him by an accident, and he fhould 
always think hi mfelf fortunate, as it enabled him 
to accommodate the company. He affured us 
that he did not underftand the doctrine of chances, 
but he was willing to amufe his friends. 

The noife of the dice gave notice tathe company 
in an adjacent room of v;hat was going forward. 
Mr. Mac Hazard i'tnt in his compliments, and was 
admitted of the party. The polite Gentleman 
was much aftoniflied at the run in his favour. 
Some dsemon, in his opinion, governed the dice, 
for in general he loft every thing he played for, but 
now it feemed that fome little reparation was to 

be 
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be made to him for former lofles. Mac Hazard 
informed us that he was alfo a great fufFerer by- 
play, but in games of chance there was fomethfhg 
to him very unaccountable. It feems he was in 
ftria intimacy with oar elegant friend. They ' 
h^d feen each other play on fundry occafions, and 
they bore mutual teftimony to the bad run which 
always purfued them. This night, however, they 
had the good fortune to be of the fame mind upon 
(?very throw. In a couple of hours they made 
the whole company bankrupts. The Man of 
Humour loft all he had. The Wtt was out of 
fpirits : he faid he was like a bird without wings, 
or a herring without roe, and there was fome- 
thing fo ridiculous in his fituation, that he was 
lure there was a fimile to be made^, bu^: he could 
not hit it off. The honest Fellow playe4 
without any manner of difcretion. His ready 
money was gone : when he came to fettle ac- 
counts, he was obliged to apologize for a large 
arrear. Mr. Mac Hazard^ however, did not un* 
derftand loofe accounts : it was not his way to let 
any man trifle with hini. He drew his fv/ord^ 
^nd planting his back againft the door, declared, 
with violent imprecations, that no man fhould 
quit the room till he was paid. Our diftrcfs wa§ 
gf^at, and would not have been eafily removed, if 

y 4 th? 
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the POLITE Gentleman had not interfered in hi^ 
placid manner to fettle the difference. He ber 
lieved that Mr. Locust, an attorney in Furni- 
val's Inn, was in' the houfe, and a bond for the 
money might be foon filled up. Mac Hazard 
acquiefced : LocysT was Ihewn into the room^^ 
and with a ready pen prepared the inftrument, 
which was executed, and put an end to the con- 
troverfy. Whereupon the silent Gentleman, 
who, as I obfcrved already, never fpoke an unne- 
ceffary word in his life, came forward, and, to the 
furprize of all, defined to be heard. He had 
been for fome time, it fcems, examining the dice j 
his curiofity wtnt at laft fo far as to op-n them, 
when he found them both fo artflilly l.>aded, thit 
he could not any longer deny himfelf the life of 
fpcech. He laid the dice on the table, and added, 
looking round at the con pany, " I could have 
told you this two hours ag >/' Locust fhook his 
head, muttering that it was a bad affair: he wtnt 
out of the ropm, winking to iViac Hazard, who 
thought proper to follow him. I heard the at- 
torney fay, as they went down flairs, ^' We fhall 
" hear of this at law ; our beft way will be to 
" deny the whole, and prove an alibi : who is 
^' to find witncffes, you or L^ I have an excel- 
" lent clerk i 1 call him Box of Jewels : he ftiall 
*' be at your fcmco." Mac Hazard received 

the 
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the ofFer with gratitude, adding emphatically, 
f^ My dear Locust, you are the belt friend 1 
^* have in the world." The opportunity being 
now fair, I judged it right to make my efcape. 
I fliall only add, that I never before fpent 
an evening in a manner that has given me fo 
much to refle<?t upon. Of the gamefters I Ihall 
fay nothing, becaufe nothing that I can fay will in- 
duce them to leave off theif trade. I leave them to 
the laws. The Man of Wit, Ifuppofe,has acquired 
his notions from Sir Richard Blackmore^ who tells 
us that Wit confifts in regular and exalted fer- 
ments ; or from Mr. Dennisy who defines it, a mo - 
tion of furious joy and pride of foul upon the 
conception of a hint. I fhall in fome enfuing 
paper, give this gentleman my idea of the talent 
he profefles; and the Man of Humour will ex- 
cufe me, if I endeavour, upon fome future occa- 
lion, to explain the charafter, which he would be 
|hought to pofl^fs. 
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NUMBER XXXIX. 

Saturday, July 14, 1753. 



• Omnenij qua nunc obduSa tuenti 



Mortales bebeiat vifus tibi, et bumida circum 
Caligat, nubem eripiam. 

VlRO. 

S^atenus bocftmile eft oculis, quod mente vtdemusn 

LUCR£T. 

AS I was looking over my regiftcr book, the 
other morning, in order to felcft proper 
articles of intelligence for the entertainment of 
my readers, a tall thin-vifaged man flung open 
my room-door, and with fome earncftnefs begged 
he might have half an hour's converfation with 
me. I could perceive a lively expreflion of fome 
important meaning in his countenance. I defired 
him to fit down, which he accofdingly did, and, 
without further ceremony, entered into the mat- 
ter. He informed me that he was born in the 
highlands oi Scotland -^ that he had lived there al- 
moft all his life, and that he is blefled with the 
faculty of a fecond fight. By this power, he told 
nic, he could (ce further into the fcries of human 
contingencies, than is permitted to the reft of 

man-i 
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inankind. He added, fhaking his head, and his 
eyes rolling, as if his mind were then pregnant 
with foreknowledge, " Friend Ranger^ it gives 
f' me muckle trouble to fee the Englijh forehtiing 
*^ their »^^, and giving it up to th^ cheeld of If-- 
^^ rael. I can fee the ruin of this land, whofe 
^^ Kings forqiieriy went to the Cruijade. Here i$ 
^' a paper of the news that will happen about an 
^' hundred y(?ars hence. Piiblifh it to the world: 
^ open the eyes of niankind : forewarned, you 
V know, is to be forearmed. For me, Mr. Ran^ 
*^ gcr<^ I am going to fpend the remainder of my 
*^ days in my own country, where no Jews will 
f^ come in fearch of gpld." Hete he fetched a 
deep groan, and big round tears ran down his 
face. Recovering his fpirits, he aflured me that 
the eftablillied religion will be fliortly abolifhed, 
and the direftion of affairs veiled in the hands of 
a Jewi/h Sanhedrim. He paufed for fome time, 
with his eyes fixed on the ground, then, fighing,, 
rofe up and haftily withdrew. I fliall nowlaybefore 
my readers the whole fubftance of his foreknow- 
ledge, which, to fay the truth, is not a little 
alarming. The power of feeing things long be- 
fore their a6tual exiftence, or at th^ point of time 
when they happen, however diftant theobjefts, or 
placed beyond the reach of the human eye, is 

what 
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what is called a second sight. It is feeing with 
the mind's zyz. What it is that thus informs to 
the imagination, and prefents the occurrences of 
the world> whether then aftually pafling, or ftill in 
the womb of time> in the diftinft form and man- 
ner of the tranfaftion, it is impoffible to explain. 
The faculty is well known. If a friend is mur- 
dered in the remoteft quarter of the globe, the 
SECOND-SIGHTED SEER, amidft his hills of fnow, 
beholds it in the inftant ; he fees the bloody a- 
gents, their drefs, therr features, the rage in'their 
countenance, and the laft look of his expiring 
friend. Colours may pafs before his eye, and 
form the fcene as if it were reality : or, it may be^ 
that the whole is a vilionof the mind proceeding 
from forne inward light : whatever be thepaufe, 
the fiift is afcertained beyond the poflibility of a 
doubt. When things yet to come are thus anti- 
cipated, fuch a wonderful inftance of fupernatural 
knowledge may amaze the incredulous, but hif- 
tcry has often verifi* d the prediftion. Shake- 
fpeare has always appeared to me to defcribe the 
operations of a second sight in the following 



\ 



aiTao;c of his Macbeth : 



"•o 



Trejcnt feats 



Are lefs than horrllle imaginings^^ 

My thought i zvhcfc rnuydcryet is kit fantafiicaly 

i^ hakes Jo tny fir.gic Jtate of man ^ that fun^icn 

Is 
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Isfmothefd infurmi/e^ and nothing is. 
But what is not. 

My friend, the honeft highlander, feemed to 
feel the like impreflions, and to labour with en- 
thufiafm. There was fomething that made his 
heart knock at his ribs againji the ufe of nature. I 
Ihall detain the reader no longer from a predic- 
tion big with aftonifliing events, and^^ in my 
opinion, full of feafonable admonitions. 

News for one hundred Tears hence, in the Hebrew 
Journal, by Authority. 

Dealy 1853 — ^Wind S. by E. Came down and 

failed through, the Benjamin Salvador e. Shy lock, 

for the Mediterranean ; the Mofes Alvaringo, Cap-^ 

-padoce, for the Red Sea \ the Abraham Da Cojla, 

' Franco, for Aleppo. Remains the Two Brothers. 

Grave/end. Paft by the Aaron, Lopez, from 
Rotterdam \ the Mcfes^ Mendez^ from Norway ; 
the Jonathan, Zimri, from Zurich-Zee. 

Since our laji arrived a Mail from Jerusalem. 

The middle arch of the Temple, which has 
been rebuilding for feme time pall, funk ten feet 
a few days fince ; and we hear, that there is now 
five and twenty tun weight laid upon it ; the fame 
advices add, that application will be made to the 

Britifh 
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Britijh Miniftry for a lottery for half a million, irt 
order to promote a vigorous execution of this 
grand defign, and Mr, Jaco^ Zorobabel is fet out 
for Great Britain^ or Jud^a Nova^ with proper in- 
ftruftions how to aft in this affair. 

By advices from Holland we learn, that after a 
fmart engagement between our forces, under the 
command of General Lumbro/o^and the army of his 
moft Chriftian Majefty, the former were obliged 
to make a precipitate retreat to Bergen- op- zoontj 
where they are determined to endure the laft ne- 
ceffity of a fiege, and to eat pork, rather than fur- 
render* 

LONDON. 

Yefterday morning Lord J^xob de Paiba fet out 
for his feat at Sion-hctife, with a grand retinue, 
attended by feveral of the Nobility and Gentry. 
We hear that his Lordftiip intends continuing in 
the country to celebrate the Paflbven 

On Wednejday laft died at his Grace the Duke of 
Hebron\y in Berk/hirCy Sir Nadab IJfachary Attorneys 
general 'y he was efteemed a found lawyer, and a 
friend to iht Sanhedrim ; he is to be fucceeded in 
his office by Mqfes Da Cojia, Efq; of Lincoln's Inm 

On Monday laft a difpenfation pafled the Great 
Scal> to enable Abraham Levy to hold a living in 

the 
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the Synagdgue of Paul's, together with the reftory 
of the Ral^^i in the diocefe of Litchfield. 

Lall week twenty-five children were publicly 
circumcifed at the Lying-in-holpital in Brownlow- 
Jireet. 

The fame day John Hartwelly anonjuring clcir- 
gyman, was whipped round Dukes PlacCy for 
fpeaking in difrefpeftful terms of the coming of 
the Mefliah. 

On T^uejday laft was held a Court of Aldermen, 
when it was unanimoufly voted, that the name of 
Liveries, which was heretofore made ufe in the? 
city of Londofiy fhould be totally obliterated, and 
that the faid Liveries, be called bribes for the 
future. 

We are alfo informed, that the ftatue of Sir 
John Barnardy father of this city in the year I753> 
and a ftrenuous aflertor of Chriftianity, is ordered 
to be taken down, and that of Pontius Pilate to be 
ereded in its room. 

Laft night the bill for the naturalization of the 
Chriftians was thrown out of the Sanhedrim by a 
' great majority. 

Yefterday was launched at Woolwich the Jeru- 
Jalem man of war, being the largeft fliip ever built 
in this country: it isTaid the Board of Admiral- 
ty have given the command of her to Rear Ad- 
miral SUASSO- 

This 
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This day was publilhed the hundred h cdiiiorf 
of a book entitled Chrijiianity not founded on Ar- 
gument, to be had at the fign of the Talmud, near 
the new Synagogue in the Strand. 

This day at noon will ftand in the pillory, pur- 
fuant to his fentence, William Orthodoxy book- 
feller, for clandeftinely vending a book, called 
Rsmarks on the Converjion and Jpojllejhip of St. Paul, 
in a Letter to Gilbert Weft, Efq\ and the faid book 
is ordered to be burnt by the common hangman* 

Laft week was brought up to I<lewgatey under a 
ftrong guard, George Britony the outlawed fmug- 
glcr, who was taken on the coaft of SuffeiCy in the 
very fad of running fork into this kingdom^ in de- 
fiance of the many penal laws to prohibit the 
fame. 

At two this morning died, at his houfe in Grof- 
venor fquarey the right honourable the Earl or 
Balaamy Baron of Zimrii and Knight of the moft 
noble Order of Melchizedeck. He fuccecded his 
father in eftate and title in the year i8ai, went 
twice Lord Lieutenant to Ireldndy was Plenipoten- 
tiary to the States o( Holland during the late war 
againft the Chriftian league, called the Jewifadfi, 
and has fince ferved as prindpal Secretary of State. 
He was married to' Mifs Bathjhebay by whom he 
had iflue, five children. Lord Zimriy now Earl of 
Balaamy being the only one living* His Lord*- 
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ihip's remains are to be interred in fFefiminfter- 
abbey ^ and we hear he has left an eftate of one 
hundred thoufand pounds per annum. 

On Wednejday laft feventeen nfialcfaftors were 
crucified at Ijbum^ purfuant to their fcntence, 
among whom were Bryan Macmanus and 7'hady 
O' Sullivan^ born of honeft parents in the kingdom 
of Ireland^ where they were unhappily educated 
in the errors of the Chriftian religion, to which 
they were bigotted to the laft, and chofe to lay 
down their lives, rather than be curf ^iled of the 
honour of their anceftors by the aft of Circum- 
cifion. 

Laft Friday being the anniverfary of the Cruci- 
fixion, the fame was obferved throughout the 
kingdom with thegreateft demonftrations of joy. 

This Morning early the Hon. Mendez Gidion^ 
Elqj fet out from his Houfe in Arlingion-fireet for 
Scarborougby for the Recovery of his Health. 

Mr. Alvarez CardoffQ^ BoQkfellcri has obtained 
a Patent for the fole Printing Mr. Woolafion^s ex- 
cellent DifcQurfes againft the Miracles of the God 
cfPaul. 

We can affure the Public, that the Report fo 
induftrioufly fpread by the Galileans y of the Chrif- 
tians rifing in Nortb-fVales^ h entirely wichoyf 
JFoundation* 

VoL.V, Z On 
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On Monda;^ Uft' his Grace the Doke x£ Samaria 
took the DivcrCon of Hunting in Rscbmond-Parl^ 

Laft Suffday an Order caoi^ firom the Lar4 
Chamberlain's Office, to the Managers of both 
Theatres, forbidding them tinder the fcvcreft Pe- 
nalties, to exhibit a certain fcandalo«s picce„ 
highly injurious to ouf prefent Government, en- 
titled the Mercbanf of Venice, 

The fame day Lord Vifcount Salvadore gave a 
^rand entertainment at his houfc at Tooting in 
Surry ^ when the following Toafts were dranki our 
frejent happy Eftahlijhment ifi Synagogue and State \ 
'^—tbe Anti-Chrijliati Prelates i — the glorious and im- 
mortal Memory of the Two Brothers i and fcveral 
other public and private Toafts. 

It is confidently faid that i6op Pifilifiines will 
be taken into pay the next ieilions of the Scmhe- 
4rimi and that ^ bill will be paffed to abrogate the 
prefent current Stile in this Kingdom, in Conform 
inity to the Jewijb Chronology, 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Never was the Leprojy fo predominant in this 
Kingdom as at prefent, which has induced Mr. 
y. O. a regular Phyfician, to iludy the fame, He 
has now invented his excellent Qymical Drops^ or 
Balfam ofLifCj one Bottle of which c^uirely eradi-t 
?ft?cs the moft inveterate teprojy^ as may bc/at- 

' ^ tcftj?d 
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teftcd by Thoufands who have experienced the 
fame. 

N. B. A(k for Mr. J. 0*s. Six Shilling Pot of 
fcorburic Eleftaary. 

S*o ibe Gentlemen^ Rabhi^ and Freeholders ef the 
County «/ Canaan. 
Gentlemm^ 
Having had the Honour to be put in Nomi- 
nation by a large Majority of Gentlemen^ Rabbi^ 
and FreeholderSy to rcprefcnt you in the enjutng San^ 
hedrinh I beg the Favour of your Votes and Intc- 
reft, and am. Gentlemen, 

Tonr devoted humble Servant , 

Launcelot GOBBO. 

N. B, I voted againft the Bill for naturalizing Chri- 
Jlians. 



By DeGre. 

At the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane, on Sun- 
day next, will beprefented a Comedy called. 
The Humours of the Christian Religion. 
The part of Dr. Tillotson to be perforrpcd by 

Rubens Shylock; 
Dr. Atterbury, Mofes dePaiba -, Dr. Sherlock, Mfes 
Aminadab i Sir Thomas Moore, Abraham Efau 5 
Sir JValter Raleigh, Jofephus Aaron -, 

Z z The 
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The part of Sir John Barnard by Jonathan 

Tubal, 

(Being the firft time of his appea^^ing in that 

chara&er) 

Dt.Southi SeHml^tvii Dr. Clarke^ 1/aacDalmeida; 

And the part of St. Cecilia (with a fong in cha*- 

rafter) to be performed by Mifs Deborah. 

To which will be added a Farce, called. 

The Britijb Conftitution. 

Places for the Boxes to be taken of Jacob 
Mammon, at the Stage-door ; being the laft time 
of the Company's performing till the Paffbver, 






)JGJ(%^ 
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N U M B fe H XL. 

Saturday^ July ii, 17534 

O malre pulcbrdfilia fuhhrion 

HoR. 

It* I remember right, yoii fdnicTime fince fc- 
commehded.the Maxim of an old Greek Philo- 
fopher, who lays it down as a Rule, that we fhould 
not fufFer any Thing in Life to take too ftrong an 
Hold of our Imagination, becaufe thatPower df the 
Mind is found to have a very Gonfiderable Influ- 
ence upon all our Sentiments and all our actions* 
Certainly when the Reins are thrown loofe Upon 
the Neck of ungoverned Fancy, we becditie iri-« 
ftantly addided to what is called in th'e commort 
phrafe taflle buildings than which there is not ^ 
more di^n^erous exercife of our intellectual facul- 
ties. It is a continual roving of dur thoughts tb 
ideal fcenes of joy; Pleafure is our purfuit, arid 
when it does not appear within our reach^ we 
catch at the fliadow, inrtead of the fubftance i we 
ramble into a kind of Fools Paradife^ arid lounge 
away our hours iri the imaginary gardens of a- 
dreaming Epicurus^ from whence it refults that 
the finews of the underftandihg become relaxed 1 
an enervating ftillncfs fpreads over all the powcrg 

Z 5 9f 
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of the foul, which lies diflblved in luxury of its 
own creation ; fond felf-lovc holds up to us a 
pleafing pifture, throws fome joys into perfpcc- 
tive, flings what is difagreeable into (hades, and 
totally hides from us the thorny parts of the land- 
Ikip. Thefe perhaps may be accounted pleafures, 
but they are in the main like the vifionary ideas 
excited by tzkmg laudanum ; at the fame time 
that they admin ifter a flow of fpirits, they invade 
our nerves, and render us entirely unfit for any 
fphere of adion. 

An inftance of this intoxicating power oiCaftle- 
luilding I have obferved for fome time paft in 
Mrs. Vainlove. This lady has fpent the greateft 
part of her life in a waking dream. She can 
hardly be accounted one of this world. She has 
been, in general, quite abftrafted from fociety, 
and has dwelt moftly in the airy regions of fancy. 
Mrs. Vainlove J in the greener part of her life, was 
flattered into a notion of her own beauty, by 
which means (he became fond of power. Her 
eyes, fhe thought gave her a right divine to be a 
pretty tyrant over the oppofite fex, and as the 
imagination never deals out blefllngs with a 
fcanty hand, her fway foon became in appearance 
as extenfive as her mofl: delufive hopes could de- 
fire. But though (he led the whole race of man 

iff 
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in captivity, (he af, length condefcended to let aa 
ambitious lover afpire to her bed. The confc- 
qiience of this condefcenfion was> that in due 
courfe of time fhe was the happy mother of a fair 
daughter^ in whom (bt faw her own fcaturcsi but 
moulded with greater delicacy. Self-love in- 
clined her to admire this flattering likenefs of her- 
felf, and by the power of fancy fhe beftowcd upon 
her every graces Before Mii^s could walk, in the 
mother's eye (ht danced with aU the elegance of 
Aur€tH. As (boa as her tongue began to utter 
imperfeft words ; " Ldrd what a deal of wit the 
**^ child has ! Dear coufin, a*nt you aftoniihed 
" at her ? Ton honour I never taught her that/* 
In procefs of time Mifs Falnlove devoured up 
thefc exprefliods of admiration with a greedy ear^ 
and began infertlibly to believe cveiy word per- 
- feftly true, till at length her imagination took the 
very Ikme turii which had diftorted the thought* 
of her mother. A feries of years, inftead of ba- 
niftiing the deceit, but fcrved to give a ftrongcr 
tindure to her fancy* 

When Virgil^^ Dido is croffed iii lovcj and fl>e 
finds herfelf upon the point of being deferted by 
the J^rojan princci her ready fancy fcizes the occa- 
fion to difturb her with vifionary fcenes of folitudc^ 
in which Ihc thinks herfelf abandoned and forlorn. 
Z 4 *^r ,, Sim^ 
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• Smperque relinqui 



SolaJUn^/einper longam incomitdta viictur 
Ire Vittm. ^ ^ ■ ■ > 

But with Mifs Vainloi)e the cafe is qtiitc re- 
verfcd. Though it happens thai her fate, at cer-» 
tain-times, removes her from the dear fociety of 
man j though the fudden excrefcence of a pimple 
on her face or neck fliould doom her a reclufe, 
until her fkin regains its native alabafter s tho' 
an untra^table lock refufe to join in amicable 
confederacy with the reft of her head-dre(s, and 
determine her in a fit of peevilhnefs to fequefter 
herfclf from the world, yet ftill (he remains queen 
of the aflcmbly, and has a circle of beaux ibout 
her. The ideal footman's rap founds tranfport 
te her ear, and (he is every ioftant receiving the 
homage of contending lovers, who have no exift- 
ence but in her own brain. Her mother confirms 
her in the deception, and through the force of ha- 
bit, they are Conftantly amufed with pifturcs of 
their own creation ; like thofe, who, Mr. Locke 
tells us in his Treatifc on the Conduit cftbe Under- 
ftanding, through fomc diftcmperaturc in their 
blood, or any other internal caufc, fee a variety of 
colours paffing continually before them, and fre- 
quently perceive a group of human figures, fol- 
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diers and combatants, marching in proceflion bc-f 
fore the deluded eye of diffiempered fancy. 

Mifs Vainlove has carried matters to fach an 
extreme^ that Ihe really thinks herfelf the moft 
celebrated toaft in town. Ryan at the King's 
jlrms is under infinite obligations to her for the 
plentiful libations of burgundy, which have been 
poured out to her beauty at his houfe ; and almoft 
all the taverns in the cities of London and fVeft- 
minfter hxv^klt^ in this way, the happy influence 
of her beauty. 

Her footman has the belt place la England^ Be- 
caufe, as (he has taken into her head, he is in the 
conftant receipt of bribes at all public places, to 
induce him to tell the name of his young miftrefs, 
and the place of her abode. Madam La Place! 
owes a great deal of her fuccefs in bufinefs to Mifs 
Vainlove^s having the lead of all the falhions, and 
direfting the ladies of her acquaintance to hef 
milliner, that they may fct themfelves off with the 
fame advantages of ornament* 

Mifs Vainlove^ without having one real lover, 
has conflantly a large number of fancied flaves to 
her frowns arid fmiles. Hence it happens, that 
file looks upon all the women as a fet of creatures 

that 
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that envy her, and the men fhe confidcrs as her 
votaries, fit for nothipg but to grace her triumph. 
There is nothing more common with her than to 
be within a few days of being married to a man 
of large fortune, even when (he never exchanged 
a word with him, " Well, to be fure, fays (he, 
*' it*s furprizing how things are whifpcred about; 
** the common report is, that I am to be married 
" to Mr. fFbai'do-ye-call-kim : without doubt it 
*^ is in my power. — But — Lord the whole town 
" has it," It is in vain to aflure her that the 
town does not trouble its head about her; her 
mother has told her (he does not meet fo fine a 
woman any where, and fo the opiate works. I 
met both thefe egregious characters at Vauxball a 
few nights fince, when they informed me, that 
the whole fet of foreign Ambaffadors were now in 
the young lady's train, and that a French noble- 
nian, who is a man of confequence and fortune in 
his own country, is abfolutely expiring for Mifs 
Vainlove. It happened, that after this I paid her 
feveral vifits, and never meeting any of her florid 
retinue, I took the liberty to mention that I never 
had the pleafure of feeing her gay fet ofenamo- 
ratos ; to this Mrs. Vainlcve replied, that (he had 
given them their anfwer. ** Whenever we give 
" them their anfwer, they never come again)" 

Thus 
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Thus thcfc two ladies never fee any thing in its 
proper colour J they think their dreams realities, 
and, like mad people, are conftantly reafoning 
right from wrong principles. Pray, Mr. Ranger^ 
minifter to a mind difeafed, as Shakefpear phrafes 
it ; let them know that they cannot fubfift long 
upon fuch airy pleafures, as they imagine to 
themfelves, and convince them, that there is great 
truth in what is faid, perhaps too loofely, by the 
comic Poet. 

There* s nought but willing, waking 2>w, that can 
Make blejs'd the ripened maid, orfinijh'dman. 

I am. Sir, your conftant reader, 

W. G. 



* 
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NUMBER XLL 

Saturdayi July i8, 175J; 



Nee tu Divinam jEneida tent ay 



Sed longejequere^ fcf Vejiigia femper adora. 

Statius, 

IHave lately pcnilcd with much pleaflire the* 
federal performances in Criticifm, with which 
Voltaire has introduced into the world his poeti- 
cal compofitions. That excellent author has the 
modelty to call moft of thefe fhort effays, by the 
name of. Fugitive Pieces cf Literature. But the 
fmalleft produftioni of fo elegant a writer have 
theil- value. The miniarure of a great painter 
may be touched with as much warmth and fpirit 
as his pieces of more enlarged defign. Of the 
lefler produftions which have come from the pen 
of Voltaire^ it may reafonably be aflumed, that 
they will be read with pleafure, while there re- 
mains any taftc for a fine turn of fenfe and beauci* 
full compoficion. When I obferve thus much, \ 
would not have it imagined that I perceive any 
traces of infallibility about him. His remarks in 
general are drawn from Nature and Arifiotle. On 
moft occafions, he delivers himfelf with a found 
judgment > but in my late review of his writings/ 

I think 
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I think I have met with fome paffages, which dc-?^ 
mand the animadverfionof a writer, who pretend^ 
to inftrqd or entertain his readers. In the dif- 
charge of this taflc, I think I cannot acquit myfelf 
in a better fornii than that of a letter to the au- 
thor. I (hall endeavour to do it with that polite- 
nefs, which is due to fuch an extenfive genius, and 
I make no doubt but the Englijh reader will concufi 
l^vith me, in the few obfcrvations^ which I flial| 
fubmit to his perufal. 

To Mgnfteur VOLTAIRE. 

SIR, 

THE Republic of Letters has happily re* 
moved that aukward diftance, and that ex- 
treme difficulty of accefs, which pride and policy 
have cftabliflied in the ordinary commerce of life, 
Miniftcrs of ftate are approached with difficulty : 
the ranks of focicty throw inferior perfons too far 
from the great} and the nian of buCnefs will not 
fuflFer encroachments upon that time, which he 
can employ in thp purfuit of lucre. With men 
pf letters the cafe is different. A free communi- 
cation is always open ; and while decency and 
good manners are prefcrved, an eafy intercourfc 
fubfifts between the higheft and lowed members' 
of the literary world. Freedom of debate is the 
jsappy collifion, which has (truck out fo many new 
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lights in every thing relating to the fcienccs and 
liic liberal arts. It has been obferved that there 
is no book fo mean, but fomc ufeful hint may pof- 
fibly be derived from it. On this account it may 
be proper to wave all offers at an apology, for the 
liberty an unknown wri^^er allows himfelf, in ad- 
drcfling a letter to fo enlightened a genius. I 
iliall only premife, on this occafion, that I take the 
pen in hand with that refpeft to which you arc 
certainly intitled by the fuperiority of your parts; 
but as I have taken exceptions to fome criticifms, 
fcattercd up and down in your writings, I cannot 
fupprefs a very ftrong inclination of making a few 
remarks upon them. For Truth you have always 
cxpreffcd an' ardent paflion, and Truth fliall be the 
objeft in what I have now to offer. 

I have obferved. Sir, that you are difpofed, up- 
on all occafions, to cenfure the Englijh ftage with 
fome degree of acrimony, whenever it comes in 
your way. Shakespeare ftands at the head of 
our dramatic writers ; perhaps at the head of all, 
who have figured in that kind in every age and na- 
tion. With that great poet you have not hefi- 
tated to take unbounded liberty, in a manner, if I 
am not miftaken, not confiftent with that manly 
fenfe, which fecms to be your charadleriftic, and 
in a Ptile, apparently deftitutc of your ufual deli- 
cacy* 
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tracy. Should I fay, that the boafted htensian€€ of 
your country has defcrted you in fomc of thelfe 
paflages^ I flatter myfclf that, upon a review of 
them, you wi^l not totally difavow it. The moft 
ftrikingof the various judgments, which youhavfe 
vented againft our immortal bard, is found in the 
difcourfe prefixed to your tragedy of Semiramis^ 
And literally tranflated into Englijh, is as follows* 

*^ 1 do not mean to juftify the tragedy of Ham^ 
^' Ui in every particular ^ it is in fad a barbarous 
^' piece, abounding with fuch grofs abfurdiiics^ 
♦' that it would not be tolerated by the vulgar of 
^^ France and Italy. The hero of the play runs 
*^ mad in the fccond aft, and his miftreis meets 
** with the fanie misfortune in the third. The 
*^ Prince takes Ophelia's father for a rat, and kills 
'* him ; in defpair, Ihe throws herfelf into a riven 
^^ Her grave is dug on the ftage: the grave- 
*^ digger, with a IkuU in his hand, amufes himfelf 
^* with a ftring of miferable jefts, and the Prince 
** anfwers them in language equally diigufting, 
** Hamlet, his mofher, and father-in-law drink to- 
^* gether on the ftage. They divert themfelves with 
** bottle -fongs, (Chanfons a boire) they quarrel, 
** they fight, they kill. Onewouldimaginethispla^ 
^^ the production of a drunken favage. And yet 
9^ ^mong thef(j ^bfufdities^ which render the^^^- 
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** lijb drama abfolutely barbarous, there are fome 
*' ftrokes in Hamlet^ worthy of the moft exalted 
" genius. This hasahvays been matter ^afto- 
" nilbment to me ; it looks as if Nature, in pure 
*' fport, diverted herfelf with mixing in Shake-- 
^^ Jpeare's head every thing fublime and great, with 
*' all that can b^ conceived low^ mean aiid dc*- 
^* tcftable;* 

It is thus the elegant and fenfible Voltaire fpeak^ 
of Sbakefpeare. I would aflc yourfelf. Sir, is this 
criticifm candid ? Is it a fair analyfis, a true ac- 
count of the tragedy in queftion ? We do not; 
concern ourfelves in this country with what is a- • 
greeable to the tafte of the vulgar in France or 
Italy 5 we know that the clinquant of an opera, or a 
ccmedie ballet^ is more acceptable to their refine- 
ment, than the fterling bullion of zn Englijh per- 
formance J but we might expeft from a writer of 
eminence a truer and more exact opinio^. Hamlet^ 
Sir, docs not run mad i if he did. King. i>^r has 
proved what a beautiful diflrcfs might arife from 
it. Hamlet counterfeits madnefs, for his own pri- 
vate end. Nobody ever imagined that he thinks he 
is killing a rat, when he (laysPolonius^ If you will 
be pleafcd to rccoUeft the paffage, you will find 
that he takes him for his better, meaning the King 
j^nd the rat is only mentigae^ to fayc appear^ces. 

Ophelia 
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Ophelia does undoubtedly run mad : the defo- 
latien of her mind arifes from filial piety : he^* 
virtue and her misfortunes make her refpectable. 
Give me leave to add, her diftrefs is, perhaps, the 
moil pathetic uppn any ftage* It is true, flic 
fings in mifery, and that is not ufual in grave and 
lerious tragedy ; but it occurs in nature, and 
what Shakefpeare faw in nature, he tranfplanted in^ 
to his drama. He knew of no rules to reftrain 
him> and if he did, he fcorned the reftrain t* The 
beauty of Ophelia's madnefs. Sir, confifts in this i 
it gives the adings of the mind ; it fliews the 
courfe of the ideas in a difturbed imagination; and 
the poet, who can thus turn the heart infide out, 
does more than pompous declamation ever at- 
tained. That Ophelia's grave is dug on the ftage 
cannQt be denied ; but that very indecorum pro- 
duces a ftring of beautiful refleftions, and fuch a 
vein of morality> as cannot be paralleled by the 
Scene Francoife. I cannot recolleft that Hamlet ever 
fhocked me with miferable jells upon this occa- 
fion ; nor do I remember that any of the perfonagea 
arefuch honeft bottle companions as to caroufe and 
fing merry catches on the ftage. Pray confider> 
Sir, that our language, though no way inferior to 
the Frenchy is not univerfally undcrftood abroad. 
VoL.V* A a - Froni 
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From your rcprcfentation, it may be inferred that 
our great poet is really the drunken favagCy you 
have thought proper to call him. This would be 
derogating from the greateft poet (MiUon ex- 
cepted) that the world has feen fince the days of 
Horner^ and, I believe you will grant, is dealing un- 
fairly with a man, whom you cannot but reverence. 

When you confefs that he has many flights of 
the higheft elevation, you make an approach to- 
wards juftice 5 but I cannot help thinking that you 
are fomewhat like a painter, who lays on juft and 
proper colouring, and then inftantly efl^aces it^ 
when you add that you are aflonifhed at his fub- 
lime excurfions of fancy. I (hould have expeded 
from your candour, that you would rather have 
faid, it is a pity that he, who foared to fuch glo- 
rious heights, Ihould ever tire his eagle wing, and 
fall beneath himfelf. You may remember, that 
it is with this good temper Longinus talks of /fe- 
mer ; they are dreams, fays he, but they arc the 
dreams of Homer. He might have given the ap- 
pellation of a drunken Javage : he might have 
called Homer, an old dotard : he might have faid, in 
the fury of criticifm, that fome of his long ftorics 
are deteftablci but a candid critic forgives the 
imbecilities of human nature, and pafTes fcntencc 
like a mild and good-natured judge* 

Cum 
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Cum tahulis tmimum cenforis fumet btmeJiL 

HoR* 

In ofte o^ your letters concerning the Englijh 
hation, you are pleafed with a faying of the late 
Lord Bolingbrokey in relation to the Duke of Marl^ 
. borough. " He was," replied that ingenious no* 
blemah whcil his opinion was afked, ^ fo great a 
*' man, that I have forgot his faults/* Some- 
thing like this might have been your judgment 
upon SbakeJ^earet and give mc leave to add, it 
Was more particularly incumbent upon you, to 
treat his memory with refpeft, bccaufe, I appre- 
hend, you owe very great obligations to him in 
many of your dramatic writings. We frequently 
perceive you lighting your torch at his fire j in 
your Mahomet, Macbeth marjbals you the way that 
you are going I in many other fcenes we can catch 
your eye fixed upon our immortal bard j and in 
jour Semiramis you have adventured to introduce! 
ghoft, in imitation of the very play> which has 
occafioned the fcverity already cited. The fuc- 
cefs you met with on that occafion might ferrc 
to convince you o( Shake/peare*s inimitable merit. 
ThtParterre, if I miftake not, turned their backs 
to the ftage, and blew their nofcs s while the ghoft 
on our theatre never fails to imprefs an awful ftill- 
A a 2 neft 
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ncfs on every mind. This, Sir, kt me aflure you, 
is not owing to the barbarity of our taftc, but to 
the amazmg power of our poet's imagination, 
which could explore the undifcovered regfons of 
eternity, and recall the fleeting Ipirit, with a fo« 
lemnity of ideas refponfive to the occafion. 

With us idanders, Sbakefpeare is a kind of efta- 
btilhed religion in poetry. His bays will always 
flouriih with undiminiflied verdure. When I fay 
this, I am far from maintaining that he rs not 
guilty of tranfgreffions s but for his tran%reffions he 
fecompenccs his auditors with beauties, which na 
art will ever equal. That the rules eftaWiflied 
by Ariftotle and Horace are, for the moft part, a- 
greeabk to nature, I am ready to allow. Men of 
inferior genius aiay think it their intereft, and, if 
they will, their duty, to conform to thofe rules. 
They may, in that fchooi, learn the oeconomy of 
a juft and well arranged fable^ Bat fable is but a 
lecondary beauty ; the exhibition of charafter, 
and the excitement of the paffions, juftly claiming 
the precedence. With the rules, which theore- 
tical writers have drawn into a fyftem, Sbakefpeare 
appears not much acquainted. Of thofe rules 
fome are valuable, becaufe founded in Naturb ; 
others are of pofitive inflitutioa only, and like 

many 
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many arbitrary afts of civil fociety, they ceafe in 
time to have the force of obligation. In drama- 
tic poetry Shakespeare may be confidcred as 
one of the Gentiles, but of thofe Gentiles, who 
having not the Law, do by Nature the things con^ 
tained in the Law ; which Jhews the work of the 
Law within their h^arts^ and they are a Law unto 
them/elves. This, Sir, was precifely the cafe of 
Shakespeare. He had no written precepts, and 
he wanted none : the light of Nature was his 
guide. In fome inftances, he faw the beauty arif- 
ing from the unity of his fubjeft; in others^ he 
chofe to follow the chain of hiftorical events, and 
he felt, as his auditors always feel, that the 
warmth, the ipirit, and rapidity of his genius, 
could give even to wild variety all the graces of 
connection. He knew how to intereft the affec- 
tions, and that intereft difFufed through every 
piece, hurries the mind, in a ftream of paffion, to 
new matter, without a paufe to mark the tran- 
fition. It is in dramatic compofition as in 
gardening; where nature does* not afford fpon- 
taneous beauties, recourle muft be had to the 
embellifhments of, flow endeavoring art ; to the 
regularity of uniform viftas ; the intricacy of ela- 
borated mazes, and a ftudied infertion of ever- 
greens : but when the country, of itfelf prefent^ 
A a 3 attract 
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tttraftivc fccncs on every fide 5 when the treea 
branch out with free cxpanfion, and the bold 
profpeft furprizcs with the heath, the lawn, the 
hill, and valley, in wild variety, the littlenefs of 
tedious culture is unneceflary, and trifling orna- 
ments are unlooked for^ 

I fhall conclude with a paflage from your own 
works. ** Do not blufli. Sir, to repent of your 
«' little inadvertencies : it is hard, but it is ami^ 
'* able to acknowledge our errors." Ne rougijfez^ 
point ^ Monfieur, de vous repentir de vos petites inad* 
vertances. II eft dur^ mats il eft beau 4*avouer/ei 
fauces. 

I am. Sir, 

Yoyr warm admirer, &c. 
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NUMBER LXII. 

Saturday^ Aug. 4, 1753. 

• ■ ■ S^uid non mortalia peSiora cogis 
Auri Jacra fames f 

ViRG. 

THE defire of acquiring money has in all 
ages aftuatcd the heart of man, and in pro- 
portion as the ftate, in which he lived, has grown 
up in refinement, this very extraordinary paflion 
has gone on encreafing, never more reftlcfs, than 
when it has the ftrongeft reafon to be fatisfied. 
Many of the»affeftions, which we find interwoven 
with our nature, affume at different times furprif- 
ing appearances, and are attended with efl^efts in- . 
explicable to thofe, who have not ftudied the 
frame and texture of the human mind. Love has 
been thought the moft whimfical in its operations, 
and to appear in a greater variety of Ihapes, than 
any other emotion. In the tragic writers we fee it 
in all its lights. It is difinterefted, generous, and 
heroic i now ready to fall a facrifice for the be- 
loved objeft J at other times tinged with gall, 
turning to hatred, and even refolved to murder 
the perfon it adores. All thefe, and a thoufand 
ether modes of this affedtion, are eafily accounted 
A a 4 for^ 
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for. But avarice fcems to baffle all enquiry. If 
it has been truly faid that the paffions are the 
greateft JefuitSy there is none that argues with fo 
much fophiftry as the defire of wealth ; none that 
has fo many difguifes, and none that fo effcdually 
deceives its votaries in the end. 

If we view the love of money in its origin, it 
will appear at firft both natural and reafonable. 
For the convenience of fociety an imaginary value 
was ftamped upon gold and filver, which became, 
by general confent, a proper exchange for the 
commodities of the earth. To defire to have 
that, which would be fure to purchafe what each 
man wanted, was fair and juft. But fociety en- 
creafed ; civilization grew refined, *and commerce 
introduced new objefts of regard. The art of 
building improved, and who could live contented 
in a rude, inelegant manfion ? The Chinefe had 
leaves, which they dried upon plates of copper in 
the fun, and who could break his fall without that 
unwholefome mixture ? 



' Totoque arcejjitur orU 



S^o gens quaque peril. 

Money at firft ferved as a conveniency, but 
foon adminiftered to the luxuries of J ife. Artifi- 
cial wants were created, and defires were multi- 
plied. 
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plied. More money became neceflary, not to an- 
fwer the demands of nature, but the cravings of 
imagination. The gamefter foon learned to con- 
vey a thoufand head of cattle by proxy to the dice 
room ; fo many pieces of ore became the reprc- 
fentatives of an adequate number of trees, and 
things went on in this progreffion, till at length a 
modern beau could carry as many fparkling acres 
upon his little finger, as would have ftr^ined a 
thoufand HeSfors in the days of Homer. This laft 
remark I am proud to have an opportunity of 
making, as the elegant fpecies, juft mentioned, 
have been for fome time unjuftly expofed to the 
raillery of the epilogue to the Dijirejfed Mother, i 
whereas by this account the pretty fellows of 
thefe times have very vifibly a fuperiority over 
the prowefs and vigour of the much-boafted he- 
roes of antiquity. 

But to return : an ambition to amafs riches is 
certainly very laudable, when it does not tranf- 
grefs the bounds which are prefcribed by reafon to 
all our paflions in the general. While it is con- 
duced with a view to a competency, and the en- 
joyment of comfort and fubfiftence \ while it ope- 
rates with a propenfity to a man's friends, rela- 
tions, and, as Milton has it, all the charities of 
father, fon, and brother ; while it is the fource of 
generofity, and an extenfive power of diftributing 
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benefits to mankind, it is, without doubt, a juft 
principle of aftion. Though felflovc is the 
pebble which ftirs the lake, the circles, which it 
oceafions, will always be pleafing and beautifol 
to the moral fenfe. 

But the misfortune is, this paflion, in the gene* 
ral nufs of life, is never confined within due 
bounds. It is fometimes connefted with ambi- 
tion, and takes its name : in other inftances, it 
degenerates into fordid meanncfsj and what is re- 
markable, very often counterafts itfelf, and fruf- 
trates its own wifhes. When lifted tinder the 
banners of ambition, it is merely then a fecondary 
paflioB, but dangerous to fociety. He who wants 
inordinate power, thinkshimfelffure of obtaining 
the dbje6t of his wifti, if he can command that 
which all men covet. That he reafons rightly, 
every day's experience too plainly proves. The 
valour of Cdejar was not alone fufficient to over- 
turn the conftitution of his country : he had the 
means of bribery, and the liberty of Rome was 
then at market. The modern ftatefman knows 
what money can do in the feafon of a general 
eleftion, and he alfo knows how to exert himfelf, 
when a vote is wanted to carry on a deftruftivc 
war, or to patch up a difadvantageous peace. 
The love of o^oney is at once the fource of thofc 
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deeds which carry with them a Iplendid appear- 
ance, and thofe alfo which are at firft fight mean 
and contemptible. It has made many a writer c( 
eminence, and many fcribblers in a garret ; it has 
animated the general at the head of an army, and 
the clipper of coin in his twilight room j it has 
for ages thundered in the fenate, wrangled at thp 
bar, and lulled from the pulpit. To this it is 
owing that the merchant boldly travcrfes the 
globe, trufting to all the dangers of the turbulent 
clement, and that Buckhorse will receive as 
many ftrokcs of your cane as you pleafe for Bxr 
pence. 

To confider money as a means, is the true exer- 
cife of judgment. Many fet out upon this prin- 
ciples it is their maxim through life, and through 
life they are deceived by their own reafoning* 
Their wilhes and their fchemes of ambition at firft 
are few, and a certain fum they conclude will an- 
fwerevery purpofej but that fum attained, their 
views are now enlarged ; they look from a higher 
eminence, and having formed new plans, an addi- 
tional fum will be the means of making them 
happy* They are like Hannibal's army going 
over the yilp ; tlje firfl: fummit appeared the laft 
flajge of their toil, and when that was gained, an- 
other prpfented itfelf, and the labour cncreafed. 
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^aeqite tnagis fubiire jugo^ atque evadere mjt 
Erixere gradum^ crsfcit labor \ arduajupra 
Scfe aperit fejjis^ £^ nafdtur altera moUs. 

SiLius Italicus* 

But of all the votaries of wealth none arc (o 
wretched as thofcy who never confider money as 
the means> but the true end of all their labours. 
They who onljr deem it a ftep in their way, may 
be often miftaken : they may find it, as Lord 
Bacon fays, the baggage of virtue, the impedi- 
menta, by which the march is hindered : but of 
thefe, however, it is true, that, whatever may be 
their guilt in the amaffing, or in the diffufioo of 
money, at leaft they make ufe of it ; while he, 
who purfues it as an end, never knows the enjoy- 
ment. He goes on with an unaccountable paf* 
fioo for that, which does not contribute to his 
happinefs, but, on the contrary, worries him with 
that conftant craving, which neither pofleffioa nor 
age can abate. In this confilb the unaccounable 
part of this inordinate defire. The corrofions of 
avarice deflroy all peace of mind. It has been 
faid of Envy that it keeps no fabbath : Eeftos dies 
wm agit inviSa: it is the fame with this extraor- 
dinary pafCon, which knows no reft through life, 
and dies at laft unpitied and ridiculous. 

Among 
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Among the arts often praftifed to acquiic 
money, where real ability is deficient, that of im- 
pofingupon the credulity of mankind is the mofk 
Common. This metropolis has never wanted z 
fufficient number of thefe projcftors. The fo- 
lemn phyfician, the fpecious lawyer, the wordy 
critic, and the bombaft poet, are found in aH 
quarters of the town. But I have lately difcovered 
, a perfonage, who greatly excels them all in their 
own trade of delufion and hypocrify. The fchemc 
of diftributing hand-bills, importing, that in Jvjh- 
lancy Magpye-alleyy or any other quarter, liveth « 
regular* phyfician, who has fpent niany years 
abroad, travelled all over Mefopotamiaj and is re- 
turned home north about to praftice his profeflioa 
for the benefit of his countrymen^ is now entirely 
out of vogue. A new fchenv, however, came 
ioto my hands the other day, as I was walking 
^own Didgate-hilL A tall meagre man, with 
great folemnity of afpeft, and ftrong eKpneffi<M» 
of amazement in his countenance, prefented to a« 
the following billet, which many of my readers 
can bear me witnefs is tranfcribed faithfully zxA 
f xaftly, 

Mrs. SERMON 
** Is removed from WhiUbtirfe-yardy Eafl Smiti^ 
f * jf^/4 to the fign of the BIu€ Ball, in Naked-hcy^ 
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- court, Ludgatc-^billi you may turn in by the 
« Salmon with a Drop inbis Mouth, the fecond 
«« houfe in the court. 

<« Who refolves all queftions in Aftrology, 
«< whether by fea or land. She likewife gives 
«' ff^atis to poor people, a draught for the fto- 
«« mach, the powder for the tooth ach, and an 
•* eye-water. 
** N. B* Cures the Ague at the fecond cup gratis.'^ 

1 have heard thdt the prefent eeltbfated Dr. 
JVoodward cures the rupture, for any perfon what- 
ever, by wearing his own bandages, which indeed 
hath frequently been matter of aftonifhment ta 
me in my hours of refleftion i but I muft declare, 
in favour of Mrs. Sermon, that I think fhe per- 
forms greater wonders than any of them, and that 
her undertaking is more likely to do honour to 
our country, than that of any other fchemift now 
in being. The circumftance of her living in 
Naked boy court is well inferted to raife curiofity, 
and the convenience of turning in by the Salmon 
with a Drop in his Mouth will prove inviting, efpe- 
cially as every one will be defirous of feeing that 
curious animal. How (he contrives to anfwer 
queftions in ajirology is beyond my comprehenfion, 
but, if well performed, it muft be highly ufcful 
to his Majefty's fubjcfts. She does it alfo by Tea 
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as well as land, which is greatly advantageous to 
a trading nation j and then her fpirit of benevo- 
lence, muft tend to endear her to every generou* 
and humane mind. 

The Draught for the Stomachy xht Powder for thi 
footh-acby and the Eye-water, given gratis, arc 
ftrbng indications of a public fpirit. Add to this 
that Ihe cures the ague at the fecond cup for no- 
thing ; but what kind of cup it is, I cannot take 
upon me to fay. Upon the whole I muft declare 
that Mrs. Sermon is in my eye a very extraordinary 
perfonagci and were I to decide the precedence 
between her and all the empyrics, projeftors, fuf- 
tian poets, difcoverers of the longitude, and others 
of the like defcription, I (hould not hefitatc to 
pronounce Mrs. Sermon the moft notable amongfl: 
themalL 
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NUMBER XUIL 

Saturdoj^^ Aug. ii> 1755* 

hdumfanguineo veluti violaverit oftro 

Si quis ebur j vel mixta ruhent ubi lilia multd 

Alba rofdi tales Virgo dab at ore color cs. 

VlRG» 

A Great deal of wit and raillery has been ex* 
erted by feveral polite writers againft the 
predominant fafhion among the ladies, of fetting 
off their charms with the addition of paint. Qui' 
great Sbakefpeare has put a very fevere remark in* 
to the mouth of his Hamlet in the fcene with Opbe* 
fa ; Heaven batb given ye one face y and ye makeybur^ 
Jelves anotber. This thought has been twifted and 
tortured into a thoufand different fhapes by every 
little cndeavourer at an epigram, and the cuftom 
has been frequently cenfured as a folly imported 
from our neighbours the i^r^^^. ' As the art of 
giving an artificial tinfturc to the fkin, appears to 
me to admit of niany favourable circumflances, i 
Ihall employ this day's paper in vindication of my 
fair country womem 

It may feem at firft a bold pofition, if I af* 
fcrt that painting is not an importation of 

fbreing 
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foreign rcfiniimcnti but originally of Englifi 
growth ; and ytt, that this is the real ftatc of thi 
cafe, is fufficiently known to the nloft fuperficial 
dabbler in hiftory; juRus Cajaty in his account 
of the invafion which he made upon bur ancef* 
tors, gttes i defcriptioii of the Abtrtgines of this 
iflsted; tie tells usj tkdt the Britons in general 
faint their ho^s with wdaJ, whith gives a blue tine* 
iure io thnrjkini tmd lends them a formidable qfpeSi 
in battih This, I think, may fcrve to obviate the 
imputation of imitating thb French in this parti- 
tular, which I take to be a point of fbme confe- 
jquencci as we cannot now be charged with tht 
levity of having fervily copied from others. We 
find that the ladies among the Britijh Piffs went 
entirely naked, and painted their bodies all over 
With the woad already mentioned. This muft 
undoubtedly have afforded great fcope fdr fancy. 
In thofe days there muft have been many eager ri- 
Valfliips among the fair fex for pre-eminence in 
point of tafte for paihting. For as the whole 
lovely body was ornamented with different figured 
arid fundry various reprefentations, according u 
imagination fiiggeftcd, the variety of new faftiionl 
muft have been extremely entertaining* The Ja- 
diesi no doubti were ftudious to adapt to each diP* 
ferent part of the body that degree of colourings 
and that form, which muft have proved moft bc^' 
VoL.y, B b coming; 
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coming ; as the modern fair adjuft a patch to 
make the contraft ftriking, and give flxonger ex- 
preflions to the adjacent features. I have now by 
me the whole hiftory of a Britijb Pi3 CoquetUj 
found by a friend of mine among fome antient 
manufcripts, and fent to me as a curiofity. ^Thc 
piece will ihortly mako its appearance in the 
works of the Society of Antiquaries^ and will, I 
dare fay, afford great pleafure to all, who are fond 
of purfuing what they never can know with any 
degree of certainty. I fhall only fubmit, at pre- 
fent, an cxtraft from the work, as the whole is too 
voluminous, and will be (hortly publilhed, with 
many curious note?, to bewilder the learned 
reader. 

Cajfibelana was the lady's name. She lived in 
the capital of the Trinobantes^ and was remarkable 
for a fine ftature, and an head of hair of a furpriz- 
ing length, flowing in wanting; luxuriance down 
her back. She always had at her toilet fome of 
the moft excellent woad that could be any where 
procured, and was celebrated for her curious art 
in preparing it for the purpofe of adorning her 
perfon. The wcad being of itfclf of a blueilh 
call, (he would fometimes paint no part of her 
body, but where the veins appeared, and to them' 
(he gave fuch a delicate colouring, that the pure 
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afid eloquent bloody feemed to flicw hielf th'rotigh 
her tranfluceht fkin. As foon as (he had efU-^ 
bliihed this fafhion, and made the reft pf her kx 
her imitators, Ihe would then fuddenly change the. 
mode> and embellidi her whole body with yarioui 
devices. , : r 

On the left fide of herbreaft (he would draw*a 
young Qipid aiming an arrow at her hearty^nd oa 
the right a lover langui(hing in ^ amprous indo- 
lence. Each leg reprefented an admirer kneeling 
at her feet> in the a£b of imploring her compaf-- 
fion> while (he, with all the complacence of fclf- 
approving beauty> let fall her eyes with indiffe- 
rence and cold difdain. On her back were repre- 
fented the emblematical figures of a train of pages 
following in her way with all the officioufnefs of 
careful attendance. On other parts o( her per- 
fon was reprefented to view, Fenus in lovely atti- 
tude emerging from the fea ; the Graces were aHb 
to be (ctn walking hand in hand> their faces 
brightened with chcarfulncfs and mutual love. In 
this manner (he would attend at public facrifices, 
where all eyes were often fixed on her alone. It 
is faid the venerable Druid could not avoid, even 
in the fervour of his devotion, to caft a glance 
upon fuch an attra^flive profufion of charms. 

B b 2 In 
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In tins minfltf C^Mmm captiiratxd the boait* 
of all her male beholdera.. Her name was carved 
ttfoaentj oik in the cocmtrf, and che baaks of 
jSkHMf re-echoed to the mi^ck of her name, k 
ttaa uQimdallj agreed that Ibq was che beft paiiv- 
€^ of htr age i her coloors were warm and glow-^ 
sag; her figures botd and ftriking^andthe natu- 
rd motion of the different parts^of her body made 
thein appear as if animated with the func-^ 
tions of real life ; atf advantage which the moft 
tdnured portraits of the mod: eminent painter 
fince her days could never boaftr In all public 
places fhe entirely outfhone the reft of her fex* 
£nVy and malice were of courfe btify to detraft 
£it>mher merit^and parties afiembled to talk fcao- 
dal^even though tea was not then known in thele 
parts of the world. Caffibelane was every day 
pulled to pifcesy according to the modem phrafe, 
and though it was allowed by her rivals that Ihe 
really had a very lively fancy in all her drMrings, 
and an excellent defign in her drapery^ yet thejr 
could not fee that (he was fo fine a woman> though 
to be furc (he had a pretty manner inputting on her 
jlmfgs, for fo they expreffed the covering of terM^ 
which fcrved to conceal in fome mtafurc the na- 
tural fupcrficies of the (kin. I am apt to believe 
that the tran(parent capuchin was imagined fitm^ 
a pra&ice of this famous Piff, for I find that at 
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times file would lay on the wood in fuch a man- 
fier^ that Mr. P^e*s line in his tranflation of 
Bomer may jiiftly be applied to k ; 

Ikr beauty feims^ and only feems Ujhaii. 

Upon the whole, CqffiieUna was leader of afi 
che fafhions even in Kent^ the inhabitants of which 
ivere the moft polilhed of all our iflanders, andy 
as C^r tells us, differed but little from the man* 
ners of the Gauls ^ in like manner as our modem 
fine ladies boaft at prefent an exad confomiity to 
French manners. 

From the foregoing account, which I haveren* 
dered as dole as poffible from different parts of 
the manufcript now in my pofleffion, it appears^ 
that even in the days of the pureft fimplicity» 
painting was the univerfal prafticc. As it has 
the fandion of remote antiquity, lam inclined to 
think it laudable in the amiable fex at prefent. I 
am further pleaied to lee the fafiiions of the la« 
dies tending more rapidly to a greater fimilitude 
to the cuftoms of our anceftors. It is manifeft 
they arc tvcrj day becoming more and more 
naked. It is obfenrablc that they who difplay 
moft of their lovely bodies, make the greateft ufe 
of paint, which in my opinion is not put on frorti 
a motive of female vanity, but as a modeft and 
B b J decent 
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decent covering to the (kin. I muft, by the way, 
take notice that there is one circumftance, in 
which the modern practice of painting differs frooi 
antient finiplicity. I do not find in the account 
of any hiftorian, that the female Brttijh Piffs ap- 
plied theleaft tinfture of the woad to the natural 
complexion of their faces. For a bloom and a 
vivacity of colour, they trufted to exercife, frefh 
air, and wholefome diet. But as the fafhionable 
Vigils of gaming were unknown in thofe days, it 
tnuft be allowed that this is an improvement upon 
the manners of our progenitors. In thofe rude 
times fo elegant a diverfion could not be known. 
^or this we are indebted to modern refineriient, 
"which has introduced improvements in manners, 
as well as in arts andfciences. 

I am living faft to fee the time when the ladies 
will be to all intents and purpofes as naked as our 
anceftors. When I confider the rapid celerity 
with which faftiions advance, I am apt to think 
that period not very diftant, the cloaths of the fair 
fex being, of late years, much reduced both above 
and below, infomuch that it is expedled by many, 
,that in a little time both ends will meet. We 
(hall not then complain, that the importation of 
French hoops, and French fafhions of all forts, ve 
a detriment to the nation ; mercery and milliners 

will 
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will be ufclefs things, and the ladies will fpend 
the hours of the toilet in drawing and painting, 
by which means I flatter myfelf that the Britijh 
fair will be able to boaft their GuUos, thcirTifianSy 
^nd their Raphaels. To this end an ingenious 
gentleman of my acquaintance is now drawing up 
a fyftem of directions to a female painter, which 
will ferve to aid their invention, and give them a 
proper notion of defign and colouring in all their 
faces, by which means it is to be hoped they will 
greatly excel all the boafted matters in every 
fchool of painting. 

TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 

j4l a Court of Cenforial Enquiry ^ 

AN information being lodged in this Court of 
feveral perfons guilty of high crimes and 
mifdemeanors on Sunday in St. James's Parky war- 
rants were iflued out for bringing to juftice ^he 
faid offenders. Accordingly William Brazen^ ring- 
leader of the faid delinquents, was indidled, for 
that he, at the place above-mentioned, between 
the hours of eight and nine in the evening, did 
with his acconlplices furround Maria Countefs of 

I , a lady of the firft fafhion and beauty, and 

and fo moleft her, that (he was obliged to quit the 
Park. The caufe was opened by the Attorney^' 
general of this Court, who fet forth^ that the li- 

B b 4 bcrty 
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berty of walking in the Park has been allowed^ 
time out of mind^ unto all the good people of 
this metropolis, and that, to hinder apy one from 
the faid privilege, is an Infringement of the liber- 
ties of the fubjeft, more particularly fo in thp pre- 
fcnt cafe, as the cxquifite beauty of the lady thu5i 
treated would command refpedt anciong thp Hot- 
tentots : he therefore hoped for a verdiS againil 
the prifoner. 

Call Captain Spatter^alh. 

Capt. Sfatterdajh Jwom.' — I was upon duty laft 
Sunday^ and as I was fauntering along the Mall, I 
perceived the mod amiable of her lex encom- 
paffcd by a crowd ; the prifoner at the bar was the 
foremoft among them, and the lady was obliged 
to tak? refuge in a chair. 

Call Lady Lapdog, * 

Lady Lap^g. — I had my pretty little Marqutffa 
with me, and \ was afraid as how Ihe i^ould have 
hccti/queezed to ^eath by the mob, and I am furc 
the prifoner at the bar was at the head of the riot, 

Call Mi/s Sleepy-Eye. 

Mifs Skepy-Eye. — The prifoner at the bar has 
pften made love to me, but op the evening men- 
tioned, he took no notice of me, but followed the 
lady, in conjunftion with many others. For my 

part^ 
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part, I can't fee what they follow her for, no more 
than othi^r folks*r-to be fure I an't fp tall— -but 
fure a pcrfpn may be handfome without being a 
ftaring things and I be}ieye the men ^e |dl tns^ 
for behayipg fo« 

Prijonet^s Pefence. 

I ^avc npt had time tp prepare, othermfe I 
could call feveral perfons to iny character. I 
pwi^ 1 cpul4 not refi(l the attfaftion of lb mud^ 
)>eauty. Qmlty. 

^ben she 'Judge faffed. Sentence. 
You William Brazen are to go bacjc tp the plac^ 
from whence you came \ thpnce you are to be 
drawn on a fledge fp the pl^ce of e3^ecution,«2. 
Rqfamond's Pond in St. Jameses Park^ where you 
IUT to be foufcd into the water, but not t^U you 
^t dead, and you are to be ducked in this manner 
three feveral times, and afterwards to be tofle4 
^lty in a blanket, and fo the Lprd have mercy q% 
^011. Mjourn^d^ 
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NUMBER XUV. 

SattadiPf, Aug. la, 1753. 

Vec verb iHaparva vis nature eft y rationifquey quhd 
iorum ifjorunty qtuea/pelhi/entiuntury nullum aliud 
smimal pulcbriludinem, venuftatem, eonvenienfiam 
fartiumfentit. ^uam fimilitudinem natura rati'- 
0que ab oculis ad animum transferens^ multo etiam 
magis pulcbrifudinemy conftaniiam, ordinem in cobm 
Jiliis faSi/q^ue conjervandum putat. 

Cicero de officiis. 

At the laft fnccting of our club, Mr. Plaftic^ the 
Shafijburian philofophcr, and chairman for the 
lime being, defircd he might furnifh the effay 
of this day. 

ATaftc for the arts is the higheft embcUifh- 
ment and ultimate fini(hing of an accom* 
plUhed mind 9 it gives an elegance to a man's way 
of thinking) throws a poIiOi on his manners, and 
by infenfible degrees refines the pafHons and affec^ 
tions of the fouL It may be added, that a fioo 
tafte is the inlet of fome of the moft delicate plea* 
fures human life is fufceptible of, and may there- 
fore properly be called, in the language ofSbafts^ 
^I^Vi» philofophy, the iniemal/enfe. By means of 
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this f;;>culty, we are acquainted with many elegant 
frnfations, to which the generality of men feem 
entirely (Irangers. This talent is not unlike the 
power of feeing, juft conferred on one whofe eye 
never could diftinguifh colours; it opens new 
traces of thinking, awakens pleafing ideas, and 
difFufes a coniplacence through the whole intcl* 
Icftual frame. 

There is notKing more common than to fee 
men, who, perceiving the advantages which this 
elegant turn gives to a chofen few, and obferving 
that quickncfs and fenfibility for which they arc 
remarkable, affeft upon all occafions to be en- 
dowed with the fame nice faculty of perception; 
but the misfortune is, they are abfolutely callous 
to each fine impreflion, and the method the/ 
chufe, to convince us of their delicacy, is by pre- 
tending, that nothing is refined enough for them 
Thus, while others diftinguifh themfelves hj 
yielding to the impulfe of a paflion artfully ex-. 
cited by a ftrain of mufic, a poem, or apidlure, 
thefe gentlemen would recommend themfelves 
upon the ftrength of their having never been 
pleafed at any rate. This procedure is for the 
moft part to be obferved in modern crilics or the 
ma/evoli. A piece where every beauty of lan- 
guage and fcntiment is united, where in the ftrik- 

ing 
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«g phages ewtry line is m^ffioned^ and fwelb 
with the emotion of the ibu]> like a glafs in a fur* 
nace, informed by the breath infufed into ic, yet 
iuch a piece by one of this clai^ (hall be receired 
with coki difdain i and a compofition of Jni^§, 
f^ 1^ all the fweetnefs of mulical expreflion^ fliall 
to their affededly fine organs found like the moft 
jarring diflbnance. If a man in a club of gentlemen 
Jhould be perpetually difpleafed with every di(h, 
while the reft of the members perceive no caufe of 
complaint, I apprehend there would be a ftrong 
prefumption, that his mouth was at thofe feafons 
greatly out of tafte. With equal propriety, who- 
ever boafts an over-refinement of underftanding^ 
Ibould be fet down, without hefitation, as one 
whofe mental organs are diftempered. As mat- 
ters are frequently managed, a fine tafte, inftead 
of being a power of receiving elegant fcnlations, 
is an avenue only for uneafinefs, difcontent, and a 
conftant diflike of every thing around us. It 
would fare with this exquifite degree of intellec- 
tual feelingi as with him, whofe external fenfes 
ihould, out of the ufual courfe of things, be framed 
to receive acuter imprcffiow than our employ* 
pients in life will admit. 

Say what ibe u/c ^ertfimr optics fiv% 
T' ifiJpeSi a miu, not fomprcbcud the Ikn'w t 
Or touchy tf trembling §live sU o'fr, 
^ojmart. and agonize at ov*ry poro ? 

Or, 
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Otj fukk ^fiuvia dmrtmg thrtm^ tht inwh 
Die of4krof$in 4r$m0iupain* 

Pope; 

But Nature has not caft us in fo delicate i 
mould 5 our bodily and omental powers are fittcrl 
to adminifter to our enjoyments, not contrived t(^ 
be the caufe of fretfulnefs^ and a petulant peevifli- 
nefs, or to four the temper, and render us trouble-* 
Ibme and difagreeable to fociety. 

To define a true tafte may be unneceflary at 
prefent. It has often been done by abler pens s 
but, I believe, it will be judged pertinent to the 
lubjeA in hand, to give the reader fbme defcrip-' 
tion of it. Mr. Lo^ki obferves, that m^any ab-* 
feaft ideas are exprtflcd by terms taken from the 
perceptions of our external fexes, fuch as to ims^ 
gme^ imprebenJf iomeive, adhere, which are all 
applied to modes of thinking. In like manner, 
the.term now in queftion is derived from the fcn- 
fation of our palate, which we call tafte, and, oa 
account of fome fimilitude in the operation, isap« 
pUed to the intelleftual faculty by men of imagi^ 
nation in all language! ; the information given to 
the mind being in both cafes rapid and inftantar^ 
neous, without wairing for the more cool and dc* 
liberate fenceace of rcflcdion« 

Hence 
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Hence naturally arifes a diftin6bion betwccil 
tafte and judgment j which are ofren ufed as fy- 
nonimous expreflions^ but are notwithftanding 
very different in themfelves. 1 believe many of 
my readers know people ^mong their acquaint- 
ance, who, if you lay a piAure before them, upon 
mature deliberation, and after comparing leifurely 
the copy with their own ideas of nature, cin pro- 
nounce the piece to be like, without manifefting 
any particular relifh or pleafuire. It is not fo with 
the man of tafte. He enters at once into the fpi* 
rit and ftile of an author, fees in an inftant how he 
ieleds the circumftances in a defcription, enjoys 
the turn of his expreflion, and his art in touching 
the paflions. It is upon a 'review of what thus 
ftrikes the mind^ that the critics of all ages have 
been able to lay down rules for tafte i as theories 
of vifion are framed from an examination of the 
organs of fight> and the manner in which external 
obje£bs operate upon them. It is owing to th# 
bappinefs of a true tafte that a celebrated French . 
wit has told us, that nothing can be elegant, 
which is not true, upon an obfervation that the 
mind turns with diftafte from that which contra- , 
dids its own ideas. 

It is recorded of Marcus Aitoninus^ that he ac* 
knowledged it to the gods as a peculiar felicity, 

that 
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ithat he had not Qukivated his taAe for works of 
imagination, apprehending, as it feems, that 
fuch . amufements would have detained him 
from objefts of higher importance. For mj 
part, I cannot help wondering that he did not ni^ 
ther thank Heaven for the elegant tiirn beilowed 
upon him^ as it is certain that, under due regula* 
tion, a juft tafte is a conftant fource of the moil 
refined gratifications. 

With this talent, a man may retire into his x:\o- 
fct, and there enjoy a more delicious repaft, and 
better company, than can be met with in any mo- 
dem affcmbly. Homer never denies himfelf to 
any acquaintance. Firgil is always eafy of accels, 
whether you delight in fublime defcription, or 
the fofter beauties of rural imagery. A man may 
take as miich liberty with Horace as his intruding 
friend did in the Via Sacra, free from the fame 
imputation of impertinence ; and, without the ex- 
pence of a remi/e, you may vifit Boileau, La Fon-- 
taine, Voltaire^ and the politeft of the French na- 
tion. Dr. Swift is always ready to fliakc your 
fides with humour; you may converfe with Popt 
without hearing him complain of head-aches > 
and if you afpirc to the company of aMinifter of 
State, you may retire with Bolingbroke into the ca- 
binet, and learn from that eminent matter the fc- 
crct fprings of policy, or receive a clue to guide 
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Hi ind well hanritinized j all nature wea» a pleafiag^ 
^fycA, and the tranfition is eafyfrom a reliih (ot 
dltfcmalbeacity, and the pleafures arifing froon po* 
ttry^ eloquence^ and the arts of imitation^ to a 
love for moral perfedidOi and the dignity of 
charafter. 

This is the fctttiment ftf Cicero in the tirorfs of', 
my mottOi The fame doftrinc is enforced by the 
Mu^6t o( Tbe Pleafkres of Imaginaiion, in fuch an 
cxquifite ftrain of poetry^ that 1 muft beg leave 
toconclude with tranicribing the paflage. — Speak- 
ing of a man of tafte^ he has the following lines^ 

• 

. — — — ^ «..*..« JVi?/ a brieze 

Plies o*er the meadow^ not a cloud imbibis 
The fetting fufC s effztlgencey not ajhrain 
From all the tenants of the warbling Jbddi 
AJcendsy but whence his bofom can partake 
Frejb pUafure^ unreprovd* Nor theftce partakes 
Frejh pleafure only ; for tV attentive shindy 
By this harmonious a£lion on her pvufrs^ 
Becomes herfelf harmonious f. Wont fo long 
In outward things to meditate the charm 
Offacred order ^ foon Jbefeeks at home 
To find a kindred order j to etcert 
Within her/elf this elegance of love ^ 
Thisfair-infpir^ddilight'^ her tempered pow^ri 
Refine at lengthy and ev*ry pajfion wears 
A chaJleTy milder^ more attra^ive men. 

NUMb£K 
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Number xlv. 

Saturday ^ Aug. 25, 175^* 

Et THuUo nehuU ckum Deafudit amiSlUi 
Ctmere ne quis eos^ mu quis contingere pqffit. 

ViRG* 

WHfiN VirgtVs jEneas and his friend Atbatei 
were entering the town. Which Dido was 
taifing, Venus diffufed a cloud around her favou-^ 
rite fon, in order to fcCure him front every human 
Cjcc, and to proteA him from the inconveniences 
to which he might be liable if feen by the inhabi- 
tants. Thifi parental care proved very ufcful to the 
hero. We find that (bmething like it is pradifed 
by Mother Dulnefs^ who never faik to manifeft a 
tender concern for her chofen fons 1 accordingly 
they are often enveloped in a cloud of oblcuricy^ 
which no ray of light can pierce^ and are there- 
by enabled to proceed in their works of darknefs^ 
Without Ictt or moleftation. But though there is 
thisfimilitude in the fate of the favourites of the 
cloud'compelling ^een ofDulnefs, and the offspring 
of VentiSf it is obfcrvable that there is a very wide 
difference in the conduct of both. The latter, wc 
are told, admired^ as he joarnied on> the induftry 
Vol. V. C Q and 
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and labour of the people, the plan of their town, 
and the nobjenefs of their ftreets. He was high- 
ly plcafed with the magnificence of the ftruftures, 
and the rime he fpent in furveying the pieces of 
painting in their temple, (hewed he had a tafte 
for the fine arts. But the Gruh-ftreet race behold 
with envy the learned induftry of genius. From 
their hidden place of obfcurity their malice is 
daily k veiled- at thofe, who they know cannot de* 
te£t them. Superior merit is the mark at which 
they take their en venonied aim. There is, how- 
ever, this comfort remaining, that *their arrows 
are too blunt to penetrate, and the mifl: from 
whence they iffue, ferves greatly to retard their 
force. Their fliafts fall to the ground, innocent 
of the wound they were intended to inflid. 

To drop this long-fpun allegory; the anony- 
mous libeller is the peft of fociety. It is with 
pleafure I have obferved, that lampoons of late 
have fallen dead-born from the prefs, without 
procuring for their authors a fingle dinner. 1 was 
the other day in a pamphlet-ftiop, when a writer 
of defamation came in to enquire after the fuccefs 
of his produftion ; "Sells middling. Sir," fays 
the {hop- boy, " we difpofed of three laft week.'' 
I muft own I felt no little pleafure at the author's 
difappointment, I look upon an itch of fcandal 

to 
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to be the fureft fign of a depraved and malevolent 
temper, and I am forry to find that it is not al- 
ways the confequence of hunger and thirft. Ic 
afcends higher, and flourilhes in high life; at- 
tends the ladies at their toilets ; gives a relilh to 
their tea; a flavour to their liqueurs, and every 
fummer takes a jant to Tunbridge and other water- 
ing places, as conftantly as a gamefter or a citi« 
zen's wife. 

At Tunhridge I happened to fpend a week this 
feafon. I was there a witnefs of the mifchiefoc- 
cafioned by the polite fonnettcers and epigramma- 
tifts, who chufe to indulge their wit, or rather, 
their malice upon the amiable fex. Both thofc 
who cannot write, andthofe who can, immediate- 
ly upon their arrival in thefe regions, begin to 
meafure out fyllables ; the vain poetafter, while in 
the long-room the company fip tea and fcandal, 
envies not the fame of Drydeny Pcpe^ or Toung ; 
his brow is adorned with a fancied laurel, and he 
enjoys the pangs he has excited in fome lovely bo- 
fom. As duly as the morning appears, malignity 
flies abroad in the form of a rebuSy a madrigal^ a 
fong, an epigram, or fome fuch ingenious compo- 
fition. The general curiofity is inftantly excited i 
all are impatient to pcrufe the lying evidence of 
lliame. " Do, Colonel, fhew it me — Captain 
C c a Fllmfy^ 
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«* FUmfy^ can't yon get mc a fight of it ?•— -Lord , 
'* ma'am, an't it mighty pretty ?— .The creature 
•* deferved it — What airs fhe gaveherfelf ?*— And 
•' fuch a deal of talk, and fo afFefted— — Do yon 
•* ibink her handfome? — Well, to be fure fhe 
^ wore a fweet pair of ruffles yefterday.** 

In this manner dull icandal 19 helped about. 
The more lovely and innpcent the perfon whofe 
liappinefs is thus invaded, the more agreeable is 
the inyeftive > the fatyr (harpers, and the wit re- 
fines. Mufidorahsi% every grace of perfon, and 
every elegant embelltfhment of the mind : in her 
eye, to ufe the cxpreflion of a fine poet. Love €v$r 
wakes and keeps a vcftalfire : her behaviow carries 
with it an equal degree of good-humour and po- 
litenefs, flowing from fenfe and a native fweetnefs 
of temper. Jpfius is aukward in his perfon, and 
difagreeable in his afpeft ; his mind is ever on the 
fret. In a country dance, he is diflatisfied with 
every thing around him. He quarrels with the 
mufick, and difconeerts the whole company. With 
thefe difagreeable features of body and mind, Jp' 
plus applied to Mufidora to be his partner for the 
evening : fhe declined the favour with great affa* 
bility and good manners, having before expe- 
rienced the foibles which have taken root in this 
gentlen^an's temper. Appim i«Rme<Ji«ely todc 
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(ire at the imagined a^ront : full of indignation^ 
fie retired home to his lodging s and though he 
never before attempted to ug a rhyme, com-* 
menced poet. The next day came out the ano- 
nymous ftanza, which was afterwards found to be 
the prodii6lion oiAfpius. The compofition was 
declared very pretty by all the prudes and ca-^ 
quetteit of the place. The verfes were in a KttU 
time in every body's hand. . J^ius enjoyed his 
fame. The general voice pronounced that he 
really had a very pretty turn for poetry. The cf* 
fed which this treatment had on Mujidora's mind^ 
is no" to be defcribed j faded were the rofes which 
before were blended with the liJly, and that 
breafft, which was deligncd for the feat of love, 
throbbed wild with uneafy paflions. To prevent 
any further vestattion, her relations were obliged 
in a week's time to fly from a place, where inno- 
cence and honour are facrificed to a jeft j whefc 
the men take a pleafure in fcandal, and where the 
fair join in combination Jtgainft truth and virtuCj^ 
and their own inter^ft. 

That people, who, fi-qm their education,, ought 
to have imbil^d other fcntiment^, (hould thus 
enter into* a confpiracy againft their own happi* 
nefs, is furely little (hort of infatuation* When 
iji^cir neighbQur'$ ho.ufe is oa fire, all rejoice,, 
C « jl though 
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though their own js not infurcd. Congreve*s Lady 
Frothy one would imagine, might long fincchave 
cured the itch of trifling in verfe, and hord Frothy 
by the fame author, ought furely to have extin- 
guifhed the race of foolifh admirers. 

If the ingenious poetaftcrs, who buzz and fly- 
blow during the fummer feafon, would refleft on 
the confcqucnce arifing from their little talents, I 
perfuade myfelf this Gothic piece of pleafantry 
would bebaniOied from all polite places. I fliall 
dilrnifs this paper, after recommending to the pe-^ 
rufal of all Tunbridgc fonnettecrs the following 
Hues of Mr. Pope. 

Cursed be the verje^ how welljoe^er it fiow^ 
That tends to make one worthy man my foe^ 
Civ^ Virtue Jcandal^ Innocence a fear ^ 
Qrfrom tbefoft-ey'd Virgin Jieal a tear^ 
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NUMBER XLVI. 



Saturday^ Sept. i, 1753. 
Grati^e decentes 



Alterno terram quatiunt pede 

HoR. 

A Celebrated French Critic has given it for a 
rule, that every author fliould from time to 
time facrifice to the Graces. The meaning of the 
precept is, that the writer, who aims at elegance 
of compofition, Ihould falhion his mind to a cer- 
tain urbanity, and refined way of thinking, yhich 
by habit will become a fecond nature. Inejifa^ 
cundis gratia diffis is the phrafe by which an au-p 
thor of genius has fignified a delicate choice of 
fentiment and expreflion. In the works of the 
antients it is this peculiar tafte, this courtly 
manner of embellifhing good fcnfe, that has made 
their produftions the admiration of ages ; and 
thofe have been accounted claffic writers among 
the moderns, who have been moft careful to formi 
themfelves upon the Greek and Roman models*. 

Full of thefe refleftions I retired to reft a few 
nights fmce. In the hours of fleep, my bufy ima^ 
ginatlon purfued the fame track of contempla-i 

C c 4 lion. 
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tion, and prefcnted to me the following fcenc. I 
dreamt that an order was iflued out from the high 
court of Pamajfu.y requiring the immediate at- 
tendance of all the inhabitants of the place at a 
Sacrifice to the Graces, according to an an- 
niverfary inftitution in honour of the day^^ on 
which Afollo flew the Python. For this purpole 
the three lovely fitters, interchanging in their way 
mutual glances of cordiality and afFedion, walke4 
hand in hand to aq elegant edifice raifed by Mga 
Jifnes. Each had in her hand Mr. HogartVs Ana^ 
fyfts of Beauty. They placed thcmfelvcs on an 
eminent altar in fuch amiable attitudes, as havp 
not been equalled on any of our theatres, fince 
the yL2in2LgcT of Drury-lani houfe withdrew a ccr-* 
tain lady from the publick eye. 

As foon as the Goddejfes were thus prepared for 
the folemnity, Apollo^ in all the pride of manly 
beauty, advanced to the ^tar, and paid his adora- 
tion. The Mufes followed in proceflion, and, 
after proftrating themfelyes in a relpeftful man- 
ner, mixed together in a dance, and fung hymn^ 
of praife in honour of the Graces. Bucunt choreas^ 
£5? carmina dicunt. The whole poetic region wa$ 
exhileratcd at the found. The fun (hot forsh new 
glory, and every thing, that before looked beautl- 
fql^ fccmed now to glow with additional charms. 

Thi$ 
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This part of the ceremony being conchided, a 
trumpet founded three times, as a fignal for men 
of genius to make their approach. The Greekg 
were the firft that came forward. In this band 
the moft remarkable were Hemer^ Xenopbon, Tbtuy^ 
fBdeSi Plato, Sophocles, and Longinus. AriftotU fertt: 
word that he was engaged in a JjHogifm, and 
could not attend. Socrates, who, we are told^ 
ealkd dancing a facrifice to the Graces, immey 
diately began a movement before the altar, whild 
Vlato eyed him with a ftedfaft look. Longinus^ 
having acquitted himfclf in the due forms of ve- 
peration, fixed his attention upon Homer. 

Lucretius was leader of the next divifion : he 
thanked the Graces for having fcactered fo many 
Powers amidll the thorns, which flioot up in his 
part of VarnaJJus. Terence^ who was an elegant 
Obferver of Forms ^ feemcd to receive great delight 
from the view of fo much beauty. He preferred 
his prayer with the utmoft purity of diftion. 

The pofture in which Tully placed himfelf, re- 
called to my mind the defcription of him in thq 
^emple of Fame. 

Gathering bis flowing roie, befeenCd tofiand, 
Jbt aif tojjpeak^ and graceful wav*d bis band. 

Ho 
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He declared, iira flowing ftilc, that ^^ byfur- 
f * vcyrng the fymmctry and proportions of out- 

V ward objefts, the nnind makes an eafy tranfition 
•^ to the fknefs^ the order, and regularity of its 
•*. own inward frame. From the habit of attend* 
" ing to external decorum, the foul of man con- 
^ trafts a correfponding elegance, and the iamc 
f* beauty of order in its own operations. Wc 

V then are careful, we are felicitous neither to 
'* think unhandfomely, nor to do any thing unbe- 
•* coming. In this confifts that honejiumy that 
^^ .grace q( cbaraffer, which alone is truly laudable. 
** We reach in fome fort that idea of virtue^ 
** which> if vifible to the cfye, would never fail, as 
" Plato obferves, to excite both love and admi- 
*^ ration/' 

^rf// came forward with a modcft mien, and 
great regulaiity in his motion. He defired to 
pafs all his time with the Graces and the Mufes\ 
and bowing refped fully, thanked the Graces for 
that elegant fimplicity, the Molle atque facetum^ 
which they had conferred upon him. He then re- 
tired to a laureat (hade, where he almoft hid him- 
felf in illuftrious eafe. Statins^ Lucan, 2ind Silius 
Jculkusy endeavoured to walk in the fame path 
after him. Sometimes they even aimed at his 
footfteps, but an aukward ftrut in their gait ren- 
dered it impraflieable. The Goddeflcs told Ovid, 
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that they were forry they could not follow him in- 
to exile. At the approach of Horace^ VenuSy and 
all the laughing loves, finiled with peculiar plea- 
fure. Tibullus was received with every token of 
afFeftiom Before he withdrew, he begged leav^' 
to introduce a friend, whofe name was Hammond: 
his rcqueft was granted, and accordingly Mr. 
Hammond had the honour of killing their hands. 
His imitation of TiMlus was well received. 

After this a paufe enfued in the ritea, occafioned 
by ihe delay of fcvcral Mcnks and Fathers^ to 
whom a fummons had been fent commanding 
their attendance. They were all in a cluiler at 
the foot of ParnaJfuSi and at length returned for 
anfwer, that they did not chufe to worlhip falfe 
deities. After fuch a declaration, it was with fur- 
prize I beheld a certain^jB//{&^/ lay afidc his mitre, 
and venerate the Pagan goddefles. 

Upon enquiring his name, 1 found this perfbn- 
age to be the celebrated Vida. He was followed 
by ErafmuSy who fairly owned, that in his youth- 
full days he did not relilh the ftile of Cicero^ 
but thanked the Graces for that improved tafte, 
with which, in his old age, he read that fublime 
moralift, and always rofe from his works a better 
man. In the train of^ ErafmuSy I faw TtUotJony At^ 
tcrbury^ the jnodeft FoJieVy and feveral others. 

Fam'^ 
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Famrniantu Strada advanced, with his Hiftory ii 
his pocket, and his Proluftons in his hand* He 
was followed by Bobours, Rollin, and (evcral Je- 
JttitSy who were at length joined by Bolleau and Ia 
Fontaine. The fornner had a degree of (everity 
inhurd in his fmiles ; the latter was all quicknefs^ 
vivacity and wit. in imitation of TiiuiUs, they 
begged leave to prefent their friends, and accor* 
dinglyi Garfb^ Priff^ and C^y were introdaccd. 

Shake/pear and Milton canfie down from tho 
higheft eminence in Parnajfus. While they were 
performing their duty, I obferved they both raifcd 
their heads to look at a part of the Heavens^ 
where there was a diftant thunder, DrycUn had 
not money to procure a fuffipient quantity of 
frankinfenjej but the Graces accepted the intention 
for the deed, convinced by feveral touches in hit 
works that no one had a finer fenfc of beauty, Mr, 
Pope advanced with his eyes fixed upon Horner^ 
who was then in company with Virgil : his look 
was thoughtful, but bright ; he delivered himfelf 
in the moft harmonious numbers, yiJdi/'on (oU 
lowed clofe at his heels, and he acquitted himfelf 
in his peculiar manner of giving good fcnfe all the 
embellilhments of eafe and artful negligence. 
He obferved how much good-humour added ta 
the beauty of the Graces^ and was pleafed to fee 

ihcm 



Digitized by 



Google 



|fo.4<- THEGRATs-INNjOUftKAL. jj^ 

them without any fafliionabk edifice of hair oil 
their head$> a^nd free from the enormous circle of 
the hoop. 

Bythis.tupe a general whifper began to run 
through all the rank$y owing (as I foon perceived) 
to the appearance of Dr. $wift. He approached 
with Cadenus and Vantjfa in his hand, as an o0er« 
yig to the Graces* As he drew nearer, htjuckei 
in hij cheeks^ and the Goddcfles turned to each 
other with a fntiile. Upon his making an ap6logf 
for ibnie ftrokes in his works, they afTured hian 
that they could overlook thole fingularitics, on 
account of his other adnmirable qualities ; adding 
with a fniile, that what was formerly granted to 
Firgil (hould be alfo allowed to him, namely. To 
tpjs about his dung wib an air of gracefulnefs. 

Lord Sbaftjbury was ready to yield all due ve« 
neration to three Goddeffes, who had already 
warmed his fancy with the brightefl; ideas. Thi j 
noble writer was fucceeded by Bolingbroke^ who 
approached the altar with refpeft, but feemed an 
enemy to all forms of worftiip. He avowed at 
the fame time, that he was readier to pay adora- 
tion to thofe bright exiflences, than to the God of 
Mcjesy or the God of Paul, on which topics he ha* 
xangued with a roll of* periods, in which, though 
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he did not advance the flrift truth, he deferred at 
Icaft to be called; in the words of a witty Satyrift, 
z polite Apojtate from GocTs Grace jo Wit. 

His Lordfhip withdrew, and I then perceived 
fome certain modern periodical writers entering 
the temple. The firft and principal of thefe oc- 
cafioned by his appearance fome confufion. His 
mien was large, and his movement irregular. His 
brow was clouded, but whether with thought, or 
a fullen gloom, was not immediately feen. flb- 
Wf5 dcfired the company to fufpcnd their judg- 
ment : I heard him fay. 



Rideri pojjtty eo quod 



Rujlicius tonjo toga dcfluity et male laxus 
In pede calceus haret. At eft bonus ^ ut tnelior vir 
J^on alius qui/quam. At tibi amicus i at ingenium ingens 
Jbiculto latet hoc Jub corpore. ■ 

The fuffrage of fo ahle a judge had due weight, 
and it was foon found that grace and energy are not 
incompatible. 

Emboldened by the example of my brother 

writers, methought, 1 approached the altar, but 

was told by Eupbrojyne^ that I advanced with ra- 

, ther too great an air of negligence. The Goddefs 

^dvifcd mc to avoid the appearance of thought- 
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leflhefs, while I endeavoured to be cafy and 
graceful. I was to flung with this reproach, that 
my repofe was inftaiitly difturbed. When awake, 
rpleafcd myfelf with the refledlion that the whole 
was but a dream. <« 
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NUMBER XLVIL 

Saturday^ Sept. 8, 175^* 

$ui ra/ione queas traducere kniter ovum 1 
^id minuat euros i quid te tibi reddat anUcum i 

^idpure tranquil/it. 

HoR, 

IT is on all hands acknowledged that Happi' 
nefs is the ultimate end of human a6tions< 
The principles inciting to this purfuit are felt ia 
every breafl:. The inftinfts of our nature operate 
to this great purpofe, and Reafon was given to ap- 
prove, to correft, and to govern our conduft* But 
it may be afked, do thofe inftinds always prompt 
lis to what is juft and fit ? Does reafon, withouc 
intermiflion, perform her office, and faithfully dif- 
charge the truft committed to her care ? When 
we furvey the mafs of life, and behold numbers 
warping their faculties from their true direftion, 
it may be fairly anfwercd, that, by fome ftrangc 
perverfity, man too often countcrafts his own na- 
tural powers ; as if to lead a weary life were the 
end of his exiftence. To corrcft this vicious dif- 
poHtion has exhaufted the logick of moralifts, and 
the ridicule of poets. The author of my motto 
fends his friend to the fchook o^ philofophy, to 

learn 
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learn how to pafs his days in mild enjoyment j 
how to foften and diminifti the cares of life j by 
what means he may fecure the peace of his own 
breaft> and live in harmony with himfelf i and in 
fliort, the way to obtain that pure tranquilijty> 
without which life is no better than a burden. But 
philofophy deals too much in the abftradt : its 
precepts are, live according to nature 1 follow 
reafon ; be virtuous, and be happy. AH this is 
true; but under large and comprehenfive maxims, 
niany fubdivifions, and inferior pbints of conduct, 
are too often loft. The chief head of the moral 
doftrine may imprefs a fenfe of duty, but from the 
generality of the precept, the mind does not often 
dcfcend to fubordinate branches, becaufe their 
confcquence does not always appear* 

When we are advifed to live aceording to rea- 
fon, to follow nature, and to be virtuous in order 
to be happy i how marty confider, that to main-* 
taift a conftant chearfullnefs, and to preferve the 
even tenour of a contented fpirit, is a precept in- 
cluded in the general dodrioe ? A chearful tem- 
per is mentioned by Tully in what he calls the 
Leniores Virtutes^ the milder virtues. Content 
produces chearfuUnefs : it reconciles the man to 
himfelf, and to thofe with whom he converfes. It 
is, in Shake/peare'% language, ^* The chief nou- 

Vol. V. D d '' rilher 
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^ rifticr in life's feaft/* When giddy mirth, anct 
the Tallies of riot hav^ fubfidcd, chfjarfoUnefs 
ftiil maintains an uninterrupted courfc ; and if it 
aever rifes to extraordinary heights, it has at leaft 
this advantage, that it never ebbs too low. The 
former is like an artificial fountain, that through 
unnatural channels plays its water into the air, 
and for a fliort time amufes the fancy : but the 
latter is a pure and gentle ftream, that fpring^ 
from fecret fources, and flows in one even courie> 
clear, refrefhing, adorned with flowers on its 
banks and where It meets with pebbles^ delight* 
ing by the mufick of its murmur^ 

If good humour is attended by thefc advan- 
tages, difcorrtent draws after it all the oppofite in- 
conveniencies. The mind, like the hemifphere> 
muft be fometimes overcafl:. Perpetual funfliine 
is not to be expefted in the breafl:, no more thaa 
in the Iky over our heads : but chearfuUnefs can 
gild the clouds, that overfliadow us, with fancied 
ilains of light, and change them to a beautiful! 
appearance. Difcontent, on the contrary, adds 
horror to the gloom, and often raifes it by its own 
vapours. With a pcrfon of this difpofition, every 
thing is wrong : he lives in a ftate of hofl:ility 
with himfelf, and of courfe with his neighbours. 
Finding no peace at home, he is little folicitous 
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about the difturbance he gives to others. His 
whole time is fpent in waging war with trifles. By 
finding fault, he thinks he (hews his fuperior 
fenfe : but if every thing round him is out of 
tunc, why fliould he add to the general difcord the 
internal diforder of his own mind ? Few things 
are worth fretting about, and none are mended by 
it : yet the difcontented man is ever in a ferment, 
and he wiflies to throw others into the fame fitua- 
tion. A fuicide in regard to his own happinefs, 
he a(5ls with the fame malignity to others^ It is 
a maxim of RochefaucauU, that if we were free 
from faults ourfelves, we fhould not take fo much 
pleafure in obfcrving thofe of our neighbours; 
and this, perhaps, may account for much of that 
peevifli arrogance, which too frequently difturbs 
fociety. The talent of cavil upon every little oc- 
cafion grows by indulgence into a fettled habit, 
and all the ufes of this world feem wearyyftale^flaf^ 
and unprofitable. The difcontented man afts 
through life as if he were appointed Cenjor General^ 
and he thinks it the duty of a Cenfor to be always 
out of humour, for ever troubled with irritable 
nerves. He knows that a Judge may condemn, 
but forgets that he Ihould not abufe. He is a 
critic on life, without reflefting that he ought to 
(hew his qualification, as well by a relifh for what 
is right, as by difguft at what is wrong. He 
D d 2 fnarls 
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fnarls at all without diftiaftion, and were his re* 
prefcntation true, he may be fure of this, that no- 
thing is more harfh and diflbnant than himfelf. 

In the character of the dilcontented man there 
is, perhaps, a circumftance, that conduces much 
to the growth of his ill-humour. He is by pro- 
feflion a fatirifl, and being determined to Ipcak 
his mind with blunt freedom, his remarks will 
fometimrs have an air of novelty. The oddity of 
his conception tends to provoke laughter, and the 
caprice of a. pcrfofi determined never to be at 
peace with himfelf, nor with any thing about hinr^ 
affords no fmall entertainment to thofe, who like 
to watch thofe fudden fallies, that difclofe the fea- 
tures of charafter* As the French exprefs it. He 
gives the comedy to the company, never aware of 
the ridicule that falls upon himfelf. When he 
fnarls, it is faid to be his way, and under that in- 
dulgence he prefcribes for a right to fnock you 
with ill manners. He perceives that people agree 
to endure him, and he fubmits to live on fufFer- 
ance. To enjoy nothing, is a fign either of dif- 
tempered fenfation, or adifordered mind, and yet 
inv cl'if. 'iiitented man is willing to be a valetudi- 
narian of the vvorft fort, one who has created his 
own infirmity, and ought to be confined in fome 
^infirmaryi till a proper regimen has fo far brought 
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him to his fcnfes, as to make him confent to be 
well. 

Theophrastus, who lived to ninety-five, and 
^t that age publifhed his remarks on men and 
manners, has given a draught of the charader I 
have been defcribing, which 1 fliall here tranfcribe 
from the tranflation of Mr. BudgelL " A difcon-' 
tented temper^ fays the great ethic writer, is a frame 
of mind ^ which Jets a man upon, complaining without 
reafon. When one of his neighbours, who makes 
an entertainment, fends his fervant to him with a 
plate of any thing that is nice, IVhat^ fays he, 
your majier did not think me good enough to dine with 
him ? He complains of his miftrefs at the very 
time that fhe is carefling him ; and when (he re- 
doubles her kiffes and endearments, / wijhy fays 
he, all this came from your heart. In a dry feafon, 
he grumbles for want of rain j and when a (hower 
falls, he mutcers to himfelf. Why could not this 
have comejooner ? If he happens to find a pqrfe, 
he takes it up, and, Had it been a pot of gold ^ fays 
he, // would have been worth Jiooping for. He 
takes a great deal of pains to beat down the price 
of a flave, and after he has paid his money for him, 
/ amfurey fays he, thou art good for nothings or I 
Jhould not have had theefo cheap. When a meflen- 
ger comes with great joy to acquaint him that his 
D d 2 wife 
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wife is brought to bed of a fon, he anfwcrs, ^st 
is as much as to Jay ^ friend^ ikat I am poorer by half 
to-day than Iwasyefterday. Though he has gained 
acaufc with full cofts and damages, he complains 
that his counfcl did not infift upon the moft ma- 
terial points. If, after any misforcune has befal- 
len him, his friends raife a voluntary contribution 
for him, and defire him to be merry. How is that 
foffibki fays he, when I am to pay every one of you his 
own again y and be obliged to you into the bargain ?"* 

I have no doubt but the reader will perceive 
the natural touches of this charaften For the 
fake of a perfon, whom I lately met, I wi(h I 
could boaft the fame truth of defign, and ftrength 
of colouring ; but though I have ho hopes of 
being able to rival fo fine a moral painter, I Ihall 
beg leave to clofe this paper with the portrait of a 
perfon who has taken much pains to four his tem- 
per, and has fucceeded to make himfelf mife- 
rable. 

Mr. Sullen, with an affluent fortune, feems to 
live for ever in adverfity. When he wakes in a 
morning, after a good night's repofe. Damn it, 
fays he, what made me overjleep my/elf? He rings 
his bell i but ihe fervant has not wings, and of 
courfc does not fly : Mr. Sullen is tempted to 
throw fomcthing at the fcoundrePs head. The 

fervan 



kL 



Digitized by 



Google 



1'" 



No. 47. THE GRAY's-INN JOURNAL. 407 

fcrvant now heftirs himfelf i^ith alacrity : Sirrah ! 
rafcall cries SuUcn, are you mad? are you drunk 
iH a morning ? He then feats himfelf to break- 
faft, and finds his tea to be vile trafli : the Direc* 
jtors of the India Company fliould be Ihot dead, 
like fo many thieves ; they have monopolized the 
trade, and never import a grain of real tea. And 
thofc Creols too ! a plague go with them ; they 
fend us nothing but molojfes for fugar. He was 
^nvited the other day to a turtle-feaft at a villa 
not far frpni town. Every thing was ferved with 
jclegance. PJhaw ! exclaims Sullen, this is no- 
thing but moch turtle 5 and thejcoundrell of a cook ! 
1 would (hoot fuch a fellow. Np Cordon-bleu 
here. The people of this country never eat : call 
it mutton or beef, that's enough for them. This 
is green fat too, is it ? I had as foon eat fo much 
green horn. Here, you fcoundrel, give me a 
glafe of that punch : punch do you call it ? Gin, 
or fome of the trafh that tall Irijh fellow calls 
whijkee. Let me try your rhenifli : rhenifli ! four 
cyder. Who is that (he-thing at the upper end 
of the table ? The talleft women I ever faw for 
nothing ! And that man near her ? He is a/^- 
nator, I think. This is counted a pretty country 
feat too ! I had as foon take a lodging in Thames- 
jlrcct. 

P d 4 . Ifts 
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In this manner Mr. Sullen torments himfelf 
and diffufes round him a portion of that uneaH* 
nefs, which corrodes his own breaft. He once 
pafled a week in the country, where I happened 
to be of the party. He grumbled, during the 
whole lime, like the great maftiff in the court- 
yard, and ihe fcrvant, after his departure, found 
in his bed-room the fdllowing memorandumi 
with an ounce of Spanijh fnufF in it. 

Came down in a poft-chaife with the 'Squire j 
a damned uncafy one. The fellow has no notion 
of a crane-neck. — Horfes only fit for a dray. 
Weather infernal i vile fituation^ inconvenient 
houfe, &:c. 

Slept very ill, owing to the badnefs of the bed. 
Never like to lie out of my own bed. My friend's 
wife damned ugly in a morning : a frofty face de- 
vil : the fellow married her for her money. 

Mutton warm wich life ferved up at dinner: 
mutton Ihould be always kept a week. Allum in 
the bread j gave me the heart- burn : not a drop 
of real wine in the houfe. 

Took a walk upon the lawns; grafs all wet; 
got an infernal cold; weather curfed bleak; Eng^ 
lift atmofphere. Don't like Mifs Favonia^i 
breath : believe I was cheated at cards. 

Curate 
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Curate of the parifli dined with us ; the fellow 
as dull as an acroftick : a ftrange thing of a wife 
with him. 

N. B. Believe the tall fellow will lie with hen 

Sick in my ftomach all the morning j owing to 
(heir hard food. 

Memorandum^ to go away without taking leave 
of the family, or giving any thing to thofc fcoua^ 
4rcls the fervants. 
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NUMBER XLVIIL 

S^urday, Sepi. 15, 1753. 

Echwtis tabula tc fiufidum dctinet^ autfignum ali^^ 
fucd Polycleti. Intuentem te^ admiranSemy clamorej^ 
tollenkm cum video y/erwm te ejfe ineptiarum om^ 
niumjudico. CiC£RO« 

To the AUTHOR. 

SlR» 

IT is not without reafon that you have de- 
clared war againft the race of falfe critics, and 
their various arts of impofuion. It is the intereft 
of fociety that fpecious appearances fhould be 
laid open to the world. In morals, in fcience, 
and the polite ans, we abound every where with 
prerenders : in every branch numbers afpire to 
be in appearance, what they are not in reality: 
none, however, is fo confpicuous as the diftaror in 
matters of tafte. To judge of works of wit or 
learning, is the refuit of much readijg, and per- 
haps more thinking : but reading and thinking 
are of How pro-^refs, by no meuns anfwerable to 
the impatience of the forward genius, who wants 
the fame of literature, without the acquifition. 
He, who takes upon htm to decide in a peremp* 
tory .tone upon the beauties or imperfedtions of 
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ftile, concludes that he has taken the fhorteft road 
^o pre-eminence, and that all, who hear him dog- 
matize, will give him credit for that fund of 
knowledge, which is fuppofed to be the precedent 
qualification: Of the rules for fine writing, or 
ftjch of them at leaft as arc not entirely arbitrary^ 
there is fcarce one which may not be accounted 
for upon principles of found philofophy, and rca- 
fons drawn from the conftitution of the human 
mind. The critic's law, which is not thus elta- 
blllhed, ceafes to be a law ; it is a rule of caprice, 
of diftatorial arrogance, of mere fafliion, and no 
more. Tully has truly faid, Opinionum commenta 
delet dteSy nature judhia confirmat: the force of this 
remark is feen in nothing more than in the various 
rules, which have been from time to time ad- 
vanced by thofe, who have aflumed to be the le- 
giflators of tafte. The fables of chivalry have 
had their day, but the fable of Homer has regained 
its luflre. To feperate the whims of opinion 
from the judgments of truth and nature, is not 
the ambition of the modern critic. Tell him 
that fuch a rule is the law oi Ariftotle^ this of i&- 
raccy that of Lovginus^ and a fourth delivered by 
!^^//7/tf»,bcisfatisfiedj he can now talk with an 
air of authority, and about the true intent and 
fpirit of the law he is little felicitous. From the 
rule to afcend to the rcafon, is a talk of difficulty^ 

Our 
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Our critic has heard that Addijon confidcrs the 
Paradife Loft under the feveral heads of fable^ 
charafter, fentioicnr, and diftion; and /iddi/on 
&ysy this is Jri/fotli^'% method. Hence the words 
/ailt, charcHer^ Jentiment^ and di^iany rcfound at 
every coffee-hou'i: table : of the feveral requifitcs 
that form the eflcntial beauties of each, who hears 
a ly liable ? Charafter is like the mineral men- 
lioneJ by experimental philofophers, whofe pro- 
perties are not at all unfolded even after a long 
and painfull ftudy. The town-critic is keeqt 
enough to mark the leading pafTion; burofits 
various modes., and how it bltnds itfelf with the 
other afFeftions, he takes no notice. " Let us confix 
dcTy fays Doftor Watts, the two cclcitrs of yellow 
end BLUE : if they are mingled together in any confix 
dercihle frcportiony they make a green : now there 
may be infinite differences and pro'portions in the mix^ 
lure of BLUE and ye! low ; and yet we have only 
thefe three zvcrdsy yellow, blue, and green, tofig^ 
vify all of tkeii:. In regard to the pafilons, our felf- 
api>ointed judge is in the fame predicament. Ri^ 
chard the Third ^nd Macbeth are reprefented as per- 
sons of courage ; but it is a courage in each blend- 
ed with different qualities. To thofe modifications* 
or ihades of the fame temper, no regard is paid 
and yet decifions are pronounced with confi- 
dence ; and cliey who know nothing of the fecrec 
^ iprings 
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fprings of action, prefume to talk of character. 
The fentiments they tell us arc good, if commorl 
place topicks are ftrung together; but whether 
they refult from the inward temper, or are pro- 
duced by the occafion, is a point of little mo- 
ment. Of the diSiion we are fure to hear, and 
poetry, we are told, is the language of the gods* 
That language is fuppofed to be attained, if, hj 
theufe of obfolete terms, the piece feems crufted' 
over with the ruft of time, and the poet writes as 
if he lived two hundred years ago. Forced me- 
taphors, harfti conftruftion, and a^ell of thought 
and verfification, are deemed the way to fecure a 
reading in the clofet ; but it is not remembered, 
that Shakefpeare gained that immortal honour by 
writing, in all his beautiful paflages at lead, th€ 
language of the prelent moment. 

With thefe critics, who deal in words only. It 
is not my intention to enter the lifts': I leave 
them to that ridicule, with which you have pur- 
fued them. But Jam nova progenies j a new race 
has ftarted up, and to point out the artifice by 
which they hope to fucceed, is the defign of this 
letter. The profefTor in this modern kind comes 
forward with a glow of raprure and admiration. 
In the wide circle of the arts nothing has elcaped 
him. Painting is his favourite amufcnr>ent : he 
lias no pidures, yet is as familiar as an audioiiecf 

with 
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^th all the capital pieces in Europe. He has 
travelled little, and obferved lefs, yet he harangues 
upon all the difFerent fchools, and has the conjue- 
tttdo oeuli. He talks of piSlures that be never Jaw, 
snd fancies raptures that be never knew. Shew him 
n beautiful pafTage : he treats it as a portrait, or a 
landlkip : perhaps he fees that the author had his 
eye upon Homer or Virgil : what a Pajiici ! the 
ftile, the invention, the colouring of the great 
mafter ! what grace of attitude ! what tender 
fliades, what maflts of light ! how elegant the 
calling of the drapery ! and what a flowing line ! 
He, who fees all this beauty, muft alfo Ihew his 
penetration by the difcovery of a blemifh : there 
is, fays he, a kind of grey tint,' that differs from 
that fweet union of colours, and that vigour of 
pencil, fo juftly admired -in the great original. In 
this manner he gives oracular opinions, and, like 
an oracle, conveys no information. 

Poetry and Painting have been called filler 
arts: they both profefs imitation, but they differ 
in their means, and from the objeds, which they 
reprefent, though many of them lie in common^ 
there arifes a further diftindlion. What is in the 
power of language to defcribe, cannot always be 
expreffed by paint. The external appearances of 
nature are fubjeft to the pencil as well as the pen : 
but the mind cannot be painted. It is true that 

icttle 
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ietded habits of thinking give by degrees their 
Qttrn peculiar eaft to the features^ and the pafllons 
have their fignatures in the countenance* Of 
thefe impreflions the fkiUfuU painter can avail 
himfelf : the outward and vifible effefts he can 
fcize, and there his art is at a ftand« He can ex« 
hibit a virgin, in the bloom of youth and beauty, 
decaying by fome inward ftroke of afflidion ; and 
he may reprefcnt her fmiling in diftrefs, Witli 
the flrongeft fymptoms of pain, he can mingle n 
faint gleam of content. But the poet can go fur- 
ther i he can fay, 

' " ■ She never told her love. 

But let concealment like a worm i* th' bud 

Feed on her damajk cheek. 

That happy allufion, in which confifts iho 
charm of the defcripiion, cannot be fuggefted by 
the artifice of colours. Again : 

■ She fhCd in thought, 

Andjat like patience on a monument. 

Smiling on grief. 

This is alfo too fubtle for the pencil. We 
may, as has been faid already, fee an elegant and 
interefting form, pining in thought, while a fickly 
dawn of fatisfadion foftens the countenance; 
but the perfonifications o{ grief and f alienee on a 
monument will not prefenc thcmfclves when we be* 

hold 
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hold the pi6hire ; and yet it is by that happy aflb- 
ciation of ideas that Skakefpeare completes the 
beauty of the paflage. A connoijjfeur may tell us that 
this imagery is not excelled by the fweet touch 
of Guido^ or the divine warmth of TUttan : he may 
talk ofdejignj and the ckar-obfcure i of contour^ and 
ixpreffioni of groupings keepings and the likes but 
he will be all the time talking of another art, and, 
while he raves about colouring, will go but a very 
fliort way towards explaining the fecret caufe of 
that delight, which the reader feels from the de- 
icription. 

The beauty of poetry is often found to conQft 
in that infight,^hich the author gives us into the 
very foul of the perfon that fpeaks : we fee what 
pafles in the mind ; we behold the natural dilbr- 
der in which the ideas prefent themfelves in the 
conflift of the pafSons j the fentimcnts chafe one 
another, interrupting the courfe of thought, and 
clafhing in fuch a manner, that all within is anar- 
chy and confufion. This quick fucceflion the 
painter cannot give : he muft catch a fmgle mo- 
ment, and the immediate operation upon the fea- 
tures is all he can exprefs. The efFeft of our 
mixed emotions may be feized in the inftant : 

■ jEfluat ingens 

Jmo in corde pudor^ mixtoque infanta luElu^ 
Et furiis agitatus amor, et conjcia virtus. 

Com-. 
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Combinations of this kind may be traced upon 
ca^vafsi but when the fentiments fucceed one 
a.Borher;yith rapidity, and the paflions Ihift with 
vehemence,, the cniptions, however quick, arc 
ilill fucceflive, and therefore elude the powers of 
jhat art, which is confined to a fingle point o^ 
time. I /hall fele6t a paflage froai Pope's Odys- 
sey, which will ftrye to place this matter in the 
cleared light. Ulysse^ refifls the magic powers 
of Circe. She is ftruck with aftonifliment. ThcJ 
poet redoubles the ftrokes of paflion, and in 9 
beautiful climax gives the workings, the ftart3> and 
Iliiftii?gs pf her mind^ 

Struck wUb untcfual feary Jhe trembling cries i 
^he faints^ Jhe falls, Jhe lifts her weeping eyes. 
What art thou? Jay! from ^vbence, from in^hom 

you came ? 
Q more than human ! tell thy race, thy name. 
Or art thgu he ? the man to come, foretold 
By Hermes powerful with the wand of gold? 
The man from Troy, who wander' d ocean round ? 
The man for Wijdom's various art$ renown' d? 
Vlyjfes ? O thy threat' ning fury ceaje, 
§heath thy bright Jword, and join our hands in peace ^ 

It is the conflidl, the tumult, the eddies of paf- 
fion, that give that exquifite finifhing to the poet'$ 
defcription. Let a painter take for his fubjed a 

Yql. V, ^ E Q .cow 
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cow traverfmg the meadows in queft of her young 
one, which has been facrificed at the altar : can 
he, by any magic of colours, give the beautiful! 
circumftances which we find in the defcription of 
St alius ? 
Ac veluii prtmo fraudatum laSfe juvencum, 

Cui TENER-S VIRES, ET SOLUS AB UBERE SANGUIS, 

Ceu fera^ ceu duras avexit paftor ad aras^ 

Nunc VALtEufpollaia parens, nunc flumina questu, 

Nunc ARMENTA movety vacuosque intirroga-p 

AGROS : 

TuM PiGET IRE DOMUM, majloque NOVissiMA camp$ 
lExit, et oppojttas impasta avertitur herbas. 

From all this, the inference is plain : the critic^, 
who warms his fancy with a paflage finely written, 
and then talks of the fwectnefs of colours, the in- 
cxpreffible tint, the outline, and the airs of the 
head, amufes himfelf with words, and compares 
two things, that have their own diftinft and pe- 
culiar principles. But 1 have expatiated upon 
this fubje(5l more at large than I intended. In 
my next I fhall fend you a fpecimen of Virtuofo 
Criticijmy which will, perhaps, ferve better 
than this preliminary diflertation, to explode a. 
mode of writing, unknown to Longinus,- and 
others, who, like him, have developed the beau- 
ties of compofition, upon the true principles of 

pature and good fenfe. 

Z. 
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» 

NUMBER XLIX- 

Saturd^^ Sept. i^^ 1753. 

Thnne igitur funt tfta feftiva ? Junt : nam nos quo* 
que oculos erudifos habemus. Sed obfcero tCy ita 
venufta haheantur ifta^ non ut vincula virorumjint^ 
fed fU dele£iamenta puerorum. 

Cicero- 

To the AUTHOR. 

Sir, 

IPromifed in my laft to fend you a Ipecimcn of 
what 1 there called Virtuoso-Criticism: I 
Ihall now endeavour to perform my engagement. 
I have ever been an enemy to fpccious pretences. 
He who fets up as a critic, undertakes to inftruft. 
To this end he fhould have fome digefted know- 
ledge. Let him Ihew me that he has treafured 
in his mind clear and diftinft ideas, and that he 
is able to cloathe thofe ideas in proper language. 
In the didaftic form of writing prccifion is the 
firfl: requifite. I love to fee a man dare to keep 
clofe to his fubjcft. If he only talks about it and 
about itj he is not fit to teach. When I fee fueh a 
perfon, in the fervor of his imagination, wander 
into matters foreign to his purpofe, or but (lightly 
connefted with it, I fufpeft immediately, that, in- 
£ c 2 ftead 
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ftcad of informing me, he only means a difplay of 
himfelf. As La Bruyere obferves, if he wants to 
tell me that it is a fine day, why does not he fay 
fo ? If he admires a landflcip, why cry out 
** There is a Claude Lorrain ?'* Of all the vices 
of converfation, none wearies fo much as oftenta- 
tion. When La Fontaine was ^(ked to what he 
owed that charming perfpicuity that adorns his 
ftile, his anfwer was plain : Monfieur^yai tache de. 
tn* entendre : I endeavoured to underftand myfelf; 
The rule is ftiort and excellent. But I now haften 
to the defign of this letter, I take for my text the 
following copy of verfes, apd the commentary,i 
with the help of a little rambling from»th? pur- 
pofe, fhall be a trittcal ejfa^ in the true flile of 
modern Virtuosoship. 

J'o a Lady who frefented to the Author a fair of 
ruffles of her own working. 

. I. , 

^hat which her pearly fingers wrought ^ * 

Obedient to her various thought ^ 

Shall henceforth, with a flowery band, 

Encircle round each captive hand ; 

The tyrant of the Perfian throne. 

For chains like thefe would quit his crown^ 

IV 

^ougbform'dtojhade, they kindle fire., 
And while they hum, remain entire ,* 
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The handfoon feels afecret ghw^ 
AttraEted to thofe bills of /now ; 
nere flayfecure in lambent flame ^ 
And rife ^ likeScavola^Sy tofame^ 

IIL *i 

O Cbloey if thofe chains I wear ^ 
'^oft emblems of thy empire are ; 
How mildjhall be thy gentle reign ! 
Howfweet the lover* s pleafng pain I 
Content to be to beauty true^ 
And bound to love no nymph but you. 

Concerning the author of this little poem no* 
thing has transfpircd. He feems, like Apellesy to 
lie concealed behind his own Venus : and though 
. candor obliges me to acknowledge that the por- 
trait of the Grecian artift was more glowing, more 
foft, and animated than any figure finifhed by 7i*- 
riany or Francefco AlbanOy yet in the verfes before 
us there is a fweet union of melting colours, and 
many touches truly Correggiefque. 0( Francefco 
Albano it is but juftice to fay that he had an ex- 
quifite tafte of the lovely, and was particularly 
graceful in the carnations of a fanguinc tint, • 
which he gave to his female forms. In the Venus 
of Apellcs the contour of the flipper had not the 
true juftnefs of dcfign : but nullum fnc venidpla^ 
iuit ingerMmiy as Seneca has excellently obfcrved* 
E e 3 He 
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He is, perhaps, himfclf an inftance of the truth 
of the propofition. We arc told, however, hf 
Pliny, that there was in the colouring oiApelles- 
a certain Venujlas, which the Greeks called Grace r 
in this fecret charm that artift exceeded all his* 
contemporaries. And indeed we cannot wonder,, 
when we learn that Jpelles lumeti &? umbras cuftodi-: 
vify atque ut eminerent e tahulis piEiura, maxime cu- 
ravit. In his pieces there was nothing gaudy> 
nothing overcharged. The lovers of anecdote 
will not be difpleafed if I inform them, that Apel^ 
les once told a young painter, who decorated his. 
portrait with jewels ajid embroidery^^ " Welly 
young man, if you could not make her hdndfomeyyow 
have made ber rich''* But to return to our au- 
thor: how exquifite are xht pearly fngers ! We 
fee a native whitenefs, and the blue tinge of the 
veins. May I be permitted to fay that pearly-^ 
fingers is fuperior to the rojy-fingered morn, the 
fioMcLXTfiXoi fioi o( Homer ? But, indeed, in land- 
ikip painting fil?w^ was without a rivaL Walk- 
ing in his gallery we are fometimes prefented with 
fcenes as wild and romantic as thofe of Salvador 
fi,o/a. In the fmgle portraits of Homer the atti- 
tudes are always juft; but I hope Ifliall not of- 
fend the admirers of that great father of poets> i£ 
I give it as my opinion, that the beft fingle por-- 
irait in the world, is that of the Carthuftan, of 

which 
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' V^hich it was faid by an excellent judge, " Bpar^ 
ierajans fa regW^ This, tranfcends the panegy- 
rick of P/ifty, who records it of an ancient artift, 
that he painted p^ene cum voce. For this fuprenae 
degree of perfedlion, it muft be acknowledged, 
the moderns are indebted to the ftudy of the an- 
tique i and, perhaps, of all the remains of Greece, 
the ftatue of Nioie may juftly claim the prefer- 
ence, as the epigram, which it occafioned, may 
be called merum/al, the neatefl: performance in the 
Greek Antbologia. I hope I (hall be pardoned if 
i here give the Latin tranflation, as I am inclined 
to think it fuperior to the original. The ftatue of 
Niobe is fuppofed to fpeak the following lines : 

Vlvam oUm in lapidem verterunt Numina ; fed m$ 
Vivam Praxitiks reddidit ex lapide. 

in our author's^ defcrlption of the lady at work 
the antique is vifible. We fee, moreover, a new 
treation ftarting up, obedient to her' various thoughts 
There is a beauty of the fame kind in Cowley^ 
tipon a papei written in lemon juice, and held be- 
fore the fire : 

Here buds an L, and there a B ; 
Here fpr outs a V, and there a T ; 
And all the flourijhing letters fiand in row%. 

tiow artfully does the poet tell us what the lady 
£94 hai 
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has been working ? We fee the flowers bud and 
fprout upon the cambrick or muflin. The tran- 
fient view of a garden, which is here opened to 
tis, is worth all tht/paaotts walks and water- 
works $/ Raping Were I to give my c^inion, I 
Ihould, however, fay it is to be lamented, that the 
poet has not enlarged the prolpeft. This would 
be in the manner of the ancients, who, if they 
once got a garment or a cup in their hands, arc 
ever fure to entertain us with a defcription of the 
embroidery or the fculpturc. Virgil and Ovid 
have numerous beauties of this kind. In the for- 
mer there is a paflTage, that always charmed me. 
As I write in a roving way, I (hall beg leave to de- 
tain the reader for a moment. In the fifth jEneid^ 
trobe is given to the viftor in the (hip-race i not 
without a defcription of the ornaments interwo- 
ven in the piece. Mount Ida is reprefented, and 
a ftag-chace is part of the decoration : Ganymede 
. is in full purfuit, j^cer^ anbelanti ftmilis : he i& 
pounced by an eagle, and carried aloft in the air. 
The old men lift up their hands in amazement, 
and by a bold figure we are made to hear the 
barking of the dogs : Su^vitque canura latratus^ ad 
auras. A poet of inferior genius would have faid, 
the dogsjeemed to hark. Statius, who meant to 
rival the Mneidy has fallen Into this error : he de- 
fcribcs the fc^lptured figures round a goblet, and 

aaioins 
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among them Medufa frightened by the winged 
horfe: . 

— Ilia graves oculos^ languentiaque era 

Paene movet^ vivoque etiam pallefcit in auro. 

How much the paflage is injured by the frigid 
caption of one faving word, will be perceived by 
every reader of tafte. Had the ruffles been more 
fully defcribed, 1 am far from thinking that our 
poet would have been in this point liable to cen- 
furej on the contrary, I will venture to fay that a 
more beautiful bed of flowers was never given by 
Cornelius Kick. The tyrant of the Perfian throne 
prefents a terrible and gigantic figure, worthy the 
h^ii&oi Paul Brill i or Giacinto Brandt. 

It may be objefled that thefe elegant verfes 
were written upon a trifling occafion : but inejl 
fua gratia parvis. Catullus had his fparrow: our 
Cowley abounds with thefe miniature-pieces ; and 
Waller is never fo happy as when writing to one 
lady, who could Jleep^ to another, who could not ; to 
a third, who walked thnough a crozvd; and a fourth, 
who cut trees in paper. I hope for indulgence if I 
take the liberty to fay, that of all thefe little ef- 
forts of genius, th^t which was written upon a 
lady, who p-flTed at the tragedy of Cato^ feems to 
me the mofl: natural, as, indeed, the occafion is the 
moft probable. The; remarkable fayings of emi- 

Rent 
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fient men, when they unfold the inward charadery 
have always appeared to me the moft valuable* 
part of hiftory. For this reafon I make ho doubt 
but the reader will be glad to learn that Malberbei 
the great improver of French verfificatiori, uport 
feeing a copy of verfes to the Kingj objedted td 
the title, Au Roy, as not Efficiently full, and 
then added, " Pour fa cbaife perc€." I do not in- 
troduce French exprcflions as an embelliftiment; 
of my ftile, but becaufc they give the idea with 
energy and precifion* 

In the fecond ftanza, where the ruffles are de- 
fcribcd burning, yet remaining entire^ what a beau- 
tiful idea have we of the ajbefios ? But the oppo- 
fition between glow ^XiA/now^ I am afraid, is art 
imitation of Pope : 

He tremlUs^ he glozvs 
jimid/l Rhodope^s fnowsi ' 

There is afterwards fomething like an antithe-*' 
lis in pleajing fain ; but it fhould be remembered! 
that Mr. Addijon calls this feeming repugnance 
between the ahJlraEl and the concrete term by th<f 
name ot thwarting ideas ^ like the darknejs vifible of 
Milton, or the chiaro-objcuro of a well-wrought 
piftur^. The allufion to Mutiiis Scavola holding 
his hand in the fire before King Pyrrhus^ is highly 
artfull, and calls up in the mind of a Icholar that 

very 



Digitized by 



Google 



No- 49- THE GRAY VINN JOURNAL. 427 

very happy line of Martial; Si non errajfet^fecerat 
ilia minus. When a whole fet of ideas is thus 
blown up at once, we have the confummation of 
fine writing. 

If there is a degree of glitter in fomc parts of 
this poliflied gem, it is atoned for by the elegant 
fimplicity of the conclufion. Simplicity does not 
exclude elegance : for this we have the authority 
of the excellent Quintilian : Nam et ip/ailla^ 
*9t%iXva fimplex £s? inaffe^lata hahet quemdam pu^ 
rumy qualis etiam in fanunis amatur, ornatum. I 
forgot to mention the concife energy with which 
our author pafles over the circumftance of a ty- 
rant quitting his throne. More is meant than meet! 
the eary as Milton has it. Sylla, Charles the fifths 
and others occur to the imagination. This is the 
Sallujlianum fo much admired by Quintilian : Nam 
de Carthagine tacerejatius pictOy quam parum dicere. 
It is like the picture of Apelles^ in which we fee 
Antigonus in profile, ut amiffi oculi deformitas lateret. 
I will venture to add, that if the Sacrifice o( Iphi^ 
genia by TimantheSy in which, the various degrees^ 
of grief being exhaufted, the father veils his face^ 
were now extant, it would not be found toexcell 
this beautifull pair of ruffles. To leave fome- 
thing to the imagination is a beauty in poetry, as 
well as painting ; Plus intelligitur^ quam pingitur. 

Ovid 
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Ovid knew all the graces of ftile, and in the point 
now in qucftion ftands without a rival : 

— • LauJat digitofque^ manufque^ 

Brauhtaque^ et nudos media plus parte lacertos : 

SlQUA LATENT, MEHORA PUTAT. 

Neither the pifture of Jpelles, nor that ofTiman- 
tbes has any thing like that exquifite going off 
into fhade 5 nor is there any thing equal to it in 
all the works of Pietro Montanini. 
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NUMBER L. 

Saturdofy Sept. 29, 1753. 

Imprejftt memorem denie lahris Notam. 

Ofcuhj qua Venus 

^intd parte Jui Ncffarii imbult. , 

HOR* 

THE following letter came to hand jufl: as 
my printer's devil was at my door, to call 
for fome copy. Upon perufal, it appeared to 
carry with it a vein of pleafantry, not improper 
for my fair readers. If it may fcrve for 9ne half 
hour to banifli from their company a certain con- 
comitant of the tea equipage, called Scandal, I 
Ihall think this day's paper fubfervient to a moral 

To the AUTHOR, 

SIR, 

THE Exercife of the Fan was propofed in the 
days of the SpeSfator^ as a ftudy highly heceflary 
to the ladies of Great Britain. The fcheme, of- 
fered to their confideration, included all the re- 
quifite niceties in the management of that 
pretty yerfatile machine. Direftions of this na- 
ture were, without doqbt, highly conducive to tha^ 

proper 
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proper difplay of female charms, which all men 
of taftc wifh to encourage. The exercife of the 
fan gives the ladies fomething to do, and we arc 
fure that th^y are innocently employed. The em- 
ployment, It may be faid, is frivolous j but as the 
men have taken to themfelves the whole fphere of 
bufmefs, the amiable fex n>ay at leaft be allowed 
the merit of Ihining in the trifles, which are left 
to them. There is, however, a more important 
fyftem of rules, which I beg leave, through thft 
channel of your paper, to convey to tlie notice of 
my beautiful countrywomeii. The fyftcm of 
rules which I here intend, is the Exercife of tha 
Lips: after mature confideration, I think the 
whole fecret may be comprized under the follow* 
ing precepts. 

Moi/len your Lips^ 
Bite your LipSy 
Open your Lipsy 
Clofe your LipSj 
Pout your Lips^ 
Reji your Lip;. 

The mouth is a leading feature in every handfome 
countenance: it is the feat of the graces, where the 
winning loves and each amiable fmilc have plant- 
ed their allurements. When the French talk of a 
pleafmg countenance and fweetnefs of expreflion, 
the hucbe gracieufe is the chief objcA. Thcro 

cannott 
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cannot, therefore, be too much care employed by 
the ladies to adjuft this part of the lovely face, 
.Ovid tells us of an admirer of beauty, 

—J , yidet ofcuhy qua non 

EJl vidiffifatis. 

He docs not fay that he faw lips, but by a beau^ 
tifull metowftny he exprefles them by their princi- 
pal power of pleafing. The lover, he fays, Jam 
}tijfesy which it is not enough to fee. A pair of well- 
difciplined lips is of the higheft moment ; and 
for that reafon I have no doubt but my fair rea- 
ders will henceforth make it their ftudy to put 
their mouth in order, obedient to the rules above 
cftablifhed, and capable with quicknefs and cafe 
ro perform every branch of this delegable ex - 
crcife. 

With regard to the firft word of command \ a 
jdue degree of moifture gives a fparkling luftre to 
the natural vermillion of the fkin, like rofes frefh 
befprinkled with the morning dew. It contri- 
butes likewife to hinder them from appearing 
rough, as is generally the cafe with old maids \ the 
leaft fufpicion of which the ladies feem willing to 
avoid, by theprefent tafte of extending the Ihape 
beyond its ju^: proportion, by a fafhienable enor- 
mity of the ftays. 

Biting 
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Bifiug the Lips is attended with more difEciilty 
than the former rule : it is more complicated in 
its nature* and includes the operation of the pafr 
fions. * There are always many topics in converr 
fation, upon which this praftice, if well managed, 
has a very expreflive fignificance. When, for in- 
ftance, difagreeable thoughts obtrude, it ferves to 
excite new ideas in the fancy : it prevents the 
unfeafonable eruption of a confcious laugh, when 
the libertine wit of Congreve or Vanburgb, pro-: 
voices a betraying (imper^ not to mention that it 
helps to heighten the natural rednefs of the lip, 
and raifcs a degree of anxiety in the men, left the 
delicacy of the (kin ihould fuffer froni too yiolen^^ 
z preflTure, 

I do not doubt but it may feem perfeftly eafji 
to open the lips, but this alfo I take to be a mat- 
ter of no fmall difficulty. Ytry few, it is obferv- 
able, open their lips to any purpofe y befides it 
fhould never be done with precipitance, but al- 
ways gradually and by degrees. Should there 
happen to be drawn up within an elegant row of 
beautiful white teeth, it will be fure to add great- 
ly to the natural bloom, by exhibiting an agree- 
able contraft ; like ivory ftained with a juft ar- 
rangement of erimlbn colours. On this head it 
may not be improper to caution my pretty readcrj 

againft 
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againft an indolent cuftom of relaxing into a 
yawn, which diftends the mouth beyond its proppr 
lize, and generally occ.afions the witty fayingj^ 
** ^hank yoU formt fwalhwing me** 

jftefore the lips are clofed, it niay be proper to 
xronfer upon them a new refrefliment of mdifture. 
To enliveh the colour, if they were to undergo the 
operation of biting, t fhoiild not think it amifst 
Shutting the lips, I have often remarked, is ex- 
tremely becoming in molt ladies, alnd, I think 
tannofc be too miich piraftifed by old maids, 
wives, and indeed the generality of women* In 
clofing them, however, there are different degrees 
of preffure to be obferved, bccaufein this alfo the 
paffions are concerned. When they gently touctx 
each other, it gives ayariety to the air of the face, 
by giving it an unufual degree of length ; but ih 
this, all who have naturally a long vifage, are to 
be particularly cautious^ When fdmewhat com-^ 
preffed, the dimples in the cheek are difplayed to 
advantage, and the whole face is enlivened with a 
pleafing ferenity. If fqueezed clofe together, they 
convey a beautiful penfivenefs into the look 
which is feldom acquired to any degree of perfec- 
tion by the generality of the fex. Theperfon 
however, who once arrives at fkill in this part of 
the praftice, will be pfiiltrcfs of an elegant kind of 

Vol. V* F f dumb 
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dumb eloquence^ which the critics havebbfenrid^ 
is often a great beauty in poeuy. I know a gen* 
tleman who can read the thoughts of any lady 
whatever by oblerving the adjuftment of her lips^ 
He tells me^ he has obfenred a pair of lips fpeakj 
without any motion^ for an hour together^ and he 
has a lift of lips^ whichj he fays, are abfolute 
prudes s others tha( are rakes ; fome that are a^ 
morous ; fome that are fwelled ^ith pride ; and 
from a long courfe of enquiry he finds that they 
have more eledricity than any other fubftance ia 
nature. 

But thefe remarks belong miOre immediately td 
the following head of Pouting the Lips^ which is 
more difHcuIt than any rule advanced as yet. In 
doing this, it will be found expedient to moiften 
and bite them firft, that, when prominent, the 
under-lip may look as if pregnant with delight. 
The paffions of fcorn, indignation, contempt, and 
the whole family of pridei are finely marked by 
this pofition. I have feen a pouting lip look 
down upon a rival beauty during an entire trage- 
dy , and I know another, that without uttering a 
word, can tell a man, that he is a fool, a coxcomb/ 
or a pretty fellow, as the cafe may happen. I 
muft obferve, that this ,pra6tice becomes hand-« 
fome faces only : to fuch it gives an air of eleva- 

tion^ 
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tion, or a pretty fuUennefs, which throws a kind 
bf amiable ifcreritjr over the whole countenancCi 
tJgly women fcldom have this art in any per-^ 
fedioni 

Thie laii rule is tb keji your LipSi ^d is thd 
tnoft neglefted of any, though highly cffential in 
this beautiful language. Young girls can never 
be brought to pay the leaft attention to this pre- 
fcept : but were they fehfible, that ifvhen the fea- 
tures are left to difplay their own native graces 
without art, their charms are irrefiftible, I am con-* 
vinccd this word of direftion would ht better db- 
ferved. The rule is more extenfive than any of* 
the formerj bfecatife it is proper for all ladies in 
general, whereas the former fhould never be prac- 
tifed but by fuch of the fair, as are blelfed with a 
blooming complexion and a delicacy of featiiresi 

The bounds of your paper will not pefmit md 
to expatiate further : I fliall therefore, at maturi- 
ty, publifli by fubfcription an entire book, called 
the Oetonomy of the Lips ; in which 1 (hall explain 
at large the doftrine here delivered, and I fhall a- 
dapt each article to the make of the countenance ; 
the whole to be concluded with an EJfay on thi 
Puffions of the Female Lips-. And to the honour of* 
this part of the face, I fliall prove^ that in thcfe 
F f 2 days 
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days o{ Atheijmj all religion is centered in the fip^. 
The few prayers, that arc faid at prefcnt, there is 
too much realbn to think, proceed from the lips 
only. I could add that the lips are the feat of 
patriotifm ; at leaft, I am fure it is fo in both 
houfes of parliament. I do not know a lord or a 
commoner, whofe love of his country is more 
than lip'deep. A minifter of ftatc, however warm 
his profeffions, is your friend ore tenusy and no 
more. As to thofe, who kifs the book in our 
courts of law, it were to be wifhed that confcience 
would now and then fly in their faces. But I 
have wandered unawares into a digreffion : my 
concern is with the ladies only. 

The fong in the Beggar's Opera, ^^ Lip to lip 
while we're youngy then our lip to tbeglafs^' fliall be 
duly confidered, and I may hereafter take an op- 
portunity to give direftions for the management 
of the eyes. 

I am. Sir, your conftant reader, 

John Lipsalve. 
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NUMBER LI. 

Saturday y OH. 6, 1753. 

Ecce iierum Crifpinus. 

Juv. 

IN a former paper I entertained the public with 
a fcene froni a dramatic piece entitled the 
Temple of Laverna, which was fo favourably 
received, that I am inclined to think the readers 
of the Grafs-Inn Journal will not be djfpleafed to 
fee a fequel to that perforipance. 

SCENE IL 

A number of Jews circumcifed and uncircumcifed form a 
clujier in the middle of the Temple : the following cof^- 
fyfed founds are heard. 

Tickets ; tickets j lottc^ tickets ! come, who 
buys 300 for all this month ? 1 fell 100 for next 
Monday at 1 5^. id. — What do you fay, Adam ? 

Adam, ril give you 15 j. for 100 next Monday. 

Tubal. No, mafter Adamy I have my eye-teeth 
as well as you or any man in the houfc. Do you 
■think I don't know what is doing ? Although 
Mr. Slyboots lies by, I can fmoke his agents. 

Mofes Noify. I (ell you what, I want 500 for 
Wednejday morning to complete my commiflion 
ami, in a word. Til give 14J. 6^. 

F f 3 All. 
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All. Hooj: him, hoot him, mind Noifyy min4 

pnter a Cquntry Gentleman, in hoQls^ with hk 
Friends 

Country Gent. Is it here ? 

Friend. Yes, Sir. 

Qpuntry Gent. Woons^ what a place thi$ is ? 

Friend. Come, Sir, you had better fit down^^ 
and make your obfervations upon this fcene, of 
yrhich you were fo very d^firous to be a fpeftator. 
4s foon as they are feated^ the waiter comes up ami 
demands ftxpence each 

Country Gent. Sixpence, mon ! for what ? Tq 
fee thefe monfters, \ fuppofe. 

IVaitjer. Sir, it is qfual \ cve^y gentlemsin pay% 
^xpence, whq fits down. 

' Country Geni^ Nay, friend, I Ihan*t dilputcit 
with you ; it is not the firft ta^c you have raifed 
vppn me. 

Friend. A word in your ear : you had better 
pot fpeak in that manner; fee hqw they fl:^re. 

Country Qent. Let'n fl:ar^, what care I ? I ty^-^ 
peft no place; and, woons ! I think a mon, wha 
pays half his cftate in taxes, fliould at lead be al-r 
lowed tQ fpeal^. his mind. 

Friend. Not quite fo loud ; yqu don't mipd as 
to yourfelf; but they all know me, and I woul4 
l^ot willingly ^raw upon mcthcii" ill wiU^ 

QouMtf^ 
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Country Gent. Well, well, weD, to oblige you : 
but which is the mon, who does what he pleafes 
with the great mon at the other end of the town ? 
Woons I cannot remembei' his name : we drink 
confufion to him very often in the country. He 
}s richer (han a German prince, they fay. 

Frien4* . Caipbas ypu mean ? 

Country Gent. Ay, zy, Caipbas is the mon. 
Which is he, pray ? 

Friend. He is not come y^t, but it is probable 
you will fee him prefently. 

^ere the Jobbers grow very clamorous j crying in harfi 
dijffinant tones j Tickets ; India bonds ; Ref«' . 
counters; Confolidate. 

Country Gent. As I am an Engtiftman this is a 
pcrkQ. Baiel. Re/counters! confoiidatel woons, 
thefe fellows have certainly made a compaft with 
jhe devil, and thefe are the words by which they 
^all him to their aflUlance. 

Frien4* No, Sir, no : thole are the names o 
jhe different (locks. 

Country Gent. Blefs me, friend IFortby, it is ^ 
inelancholy thing that our poor country Ihould be 
drained of her yrcalth and power, by fuch infernal 
leeches. Ah ! many a time and oft have my lord 
turncoat zn/i I t^ked pver thefe things in the 
country. We have fat together, and drank Tbe 
true inter eft of Great Britain ^ and Old England witb-- 
QUt taxfs, untill we have been both ready to cry. 
F f 4 But 
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But no mon is to be depended upon, I fee : he ia 
gone off, and as deep^ I warranty in the mire^ as 
any of them. 

Friend. I believe you never faw 1^ many Jews 
together before. 

Country Gent. No, never to be fure : but wc 
fliall foon have them fwarm in all parts of the 
kingdom, now they are naturalized. Woons ! if 
they come among us, I know what j let them take 
care of themfelves, I fay j their betters have been 
properly treated there, I can tell them. Let them 
look to it : but prithee, friend IVorthyy is the re- 
port we have in the country true ? Why, they 
fay, mon, there wiJI Ihortly be laid a fine uppn any 
one, who is convided of going to church. Woons I 
if this fhould be the cafe, notwithftanding the 
love I have for Old Englandy I am determined to 
fell my acres, and retire to fome Chrijiian Protef-^ 
tant country. I would not become a Jew^ no, no(; 
^o be a minifter of ftate. 

Friend. Hulh ! who comes here ? 

Enter IjotA Bowfprit and Mr. Servile. 

J^. BoWf (looking at bis watch J No, he, is no? 
come yet} it is not quite twelve. 

Servile^ Pray, my Lord, how long have you 
|>?cn acQuainted with Caipbas ? 
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i. Bow. Ever fince the year forty-fix. I leavp 
a fum of money in his hands, which hejobbsfor 
me, and furniftics me with ^n account at the yca^r's 
end. I would have you do the fame. 

Servile. I fhould like it very well, my Lord ; 
but it does not fuit me to lodge ^ large fum witji 
him* 

L. Bow. If that be your only objection, he 
can aft for you in another Ihape ; he can buy and 
fell ftock, for your account, without money* This 
we call Bulls and Bears. 

Servile. Yes, but, my Lord, I think there is an 
aft of parliament againft that, is not there ? 

L. Bow. Yes, there is fomething of that kinds 
Sir John Barnard's aSt they call it j Sir Johnyon 
know is a particular fort of man, and confults the 
intereft of the public : but thofc chimerical pro- 
jefts of his do not coincide with the prefent fyf- 
tem by any means. He is a very Angular fort of 
man, what they call a patriot : indeed he has been 
always the fame. 

Servile. I wonder what he gets by that : I was 
myfelf a patriot for twofcflions, but I found there 
was nothing to be got by it, and fo I entered a 
volunteer under the oppofite banner. 

Enter Caiphas, (upon which a general filence enfues) 

Caiphas. Has any body enquired for me ? 
JIah, rpy Lord ! Yours ! 

i. Bow* 
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L. B(rjo. Mr. Caipbasy I am your moft obci 
(Jicm humble fcrvant. Give me leave^^ Sir, to in- 
troduce this gentleman to yo\ir acquaintance^ he 
fs a particular friend qf mine, Mr. Servile. 

Caipbas. I zfn glad to Iqiow any friend of 
your Lordfliip's. Has this gcntlemarv any incli- 
fiation to do aqy thi^g in our way ? You ncc4 
|)ot let nae know. 

Servile. Under yqfur dire£kio;^ Nf r^ Caipbas, \ 
fbowldi like tq jobb a little. 

Caiphas. Enough ; call upon nr^ tQrmprrow 
inorning. V\\ put yo^ in the way. 

Servile. \ fliall be for ever obliged to you^ Mr, 
Caifhas. 

Caipbas. Say no more. You afe my Lor^ 
Bowjprit^s fyiend, that's enough. 

Friend to the Country Gent. Wcll^ Sir, wha^ 
tfcink you of the renowned Caipbas ? that is the 
wonderful perfonage whom you have heard f(\ 
much talk f^f. 

Country Gent. I protcft I cannot conceal my 
aftoftilhment. Why, I expefted to fee a giant 
men I Woons ! is it poffible that Old England 
IhouM be bamboozled thus ? 

L. Bow. Mr. Caipbasj I am glad to hear that 
you begin to be pretty quiet in the city now. The 
(clamour againft your people fubfides, I am told : 
you need not be under any apprehenfion, it will 
liie away entirely in a little tirpe, I dare fay. 

Caipbaf^ 
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Caabas. I do not care much, my Lord, whcr 
thcr it dies away, or not. They talk of repeal- 
ing the aft : let them do as they like : money 19 
the religion pf this country : if I can put together 
enough of it, I don*t care a pincl^ of fnufF for any 
^ft, or any party whatever. 

Several yeiv-broiers Jhew great furprixe at over^ 
hearing this j upon which Caiphas turns about ^ 
puts out bis tongue^ and winh at them* 

Z. Bow. Nay, I think you would be fight ii^ 
that, Mr. Caiphas j for why Ihoul^i a man pf youf 
fenfe lie undpr any difadvantage for punftilio$ or 
form ? We have done all we cqukl to fcrve you : 
we are not fo tenacious of religion, but we can ad- 
piit yours among us ; and money certainly is a 
very gpod religion. That i$ (he maxiip of a wUe 
pan. 

Caiphas. Well, well, we wilk t^k more of thi$ 
another time. Will yo\? dine with me at the King's 
Arms f I am obliged to go now to the South-Sea- 
houfey but I have ordered an excellent ham for din- 
ner, and if you and your friend will dine with me, 
^in is to be pf ^he party, and I promife you a 
jolly day. 

L. Bow. Ham, Mr, Caiphas ! come, come, that 
is a good fign : I find you are coming over to us; 
you will foon be as good a Chriftian as any of us. 

Qaipbas. Nfty, my Lord, tl^ofc things I laugh 

at. 
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at. 1 tell you what ; it is clear to me that Mo/is 
never was in fVeJtpbalia^ or he would npt have 
prohibited pork, ha, ha, ha \ 

L. Bqw. Ha, ha, ha ! 

Servile. Ha, ha, ha! 

Caiphas. Well, my Lord^ your fcrvant j Mr, 
Servile^ yours. (Exit Caiphas. 

Li. Bow. Now that jow knpw him. Servile^ be 
furc you cultivate your acquaintaiioc with him : 
jTou will fiad it your intereft. 

Servile. I underftand you : I (hall be at hi^ 
houfe to-mrrow morning by eight o'clock. Bu^ 
we have no further bufincfs here, let us go. 
• ^. Bovx. With all my heart. 

(Exeunt Lm Bowfprit and Servile, 

Country Gent. Woons ! this place has ftrucif 
fuch a damp upon my fpirits, that I fhall not b? 
mjrfelf, until I get into company again with 
a fet of honeft fellows, and drink TJpe Old Conftur 
tufion in a pint bump^F. 

Friend. Come, if you grow melancholy, wc 
muft quite thefe gentry. 

Country Gent. Woons ! I wifh I could blow 
them all up, and then I fhould have a clear eftate; 
let me give them one hearty curfe, and then wc 
will go. 

Friend. No, no, no, let us leave them quietly, 
Fgrces the CQuntry Gentleman out^ upon 
which thefcenes clo/es. 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER LIL 

Saturday^ OS. 13, 1753. 
Mane Jalutantum tatts vomit adibus undam. 

To the AUTHOR. 

SIR, 

AMIDST all the frolic excurfions of fancy, to 
which you have occafionally given vent in 
your Saturday^ compofitions, I have cbfervedthat 
there is not one of thenn that has not a degree of 
tendency to the inftruftion, as well as entertain- 
ment of your readers. On this account, I hope 
you will not refufe a place to a letter, which may, 
perhaps, appear whimfical, but will be found to ' 
be bottomed in truth. I mean to (hew the futility 
of a maxim, which has gained credit with moft 
people, though extremely ill-grounded, as, I 
think, I can fairly evince, from an experimental 
knowledge of mankind. 

You undoubtedly recolleft that Ovidhzs in one 
of his Elegies the following lines. 

Donee erssfelix multos numerabis arnicas i 
Sempra Ji fuerint nubila,/olus eris. 

Now, 
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Now, Sir, it is (o far (torn beirig true, that i 
man is fuiroundcd with friends in ptofpcrity, and 
left deftitute under hiisfortune, that I will undifr- 
take to prove the very reverie. In doing this I 
flatter myfelf I (hall ferve the purpofes of virtue^ 
nnd ^indic&te the dignity of human riatur^. 

You muft knowi that I came to this town, a 
few years fince, with intent to read the law^ having 
juft fortune enough to fupport me in my ftudies^ 
until I might fix myfelf in a tolerable road of bu- 
finefs. For this purpofe I lodged in one of the 
inns of cotirt; The ceconomy, which I was bbliged 
to obfervei rendering it impoffible for me to go 
much into company, I foon found 6ut that I led ^ 
Very gloomy fort of life. I therefore ftiifted the 
fcene, and though, in a ftiort time, I found means 
to run out my little fortune, I cannot fay that 1 
was relinquifhed hf the world on this account. It 
is true that fome of my acquaintance totally de- 
ferted me 5 but I found numbers riiore earneftly 
attached than they would otherwife have been. I 
remember the laft word my aunt in the country 
faid to me : ^^ Boi, wherever you go, he Jure to make 
" friends for yourfelf.'* To this advice I have 
conformed with great fuccefs, as will appear front 
the fcquel. 

The friendlhips of the world are^ !h geiteral^ 

leagues 
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leagues in debauchery and ihteifipcrihoe; made in 
the drawing of a cork, and often fended in the fame 
manner. 0«/ of fight out of mind is certainly true* 
lieith regard to the generality of connexions, but 
the impreflions I have made upon the minds of 
my friends are not fo eafily effaced. On the con- 
trary, when it happens that I am feldom feen hf 
themj they are known to be in great folicitudc^ 
land the difcourfe they ufually have with each 
other is, " Have you feen our old friend lately ? 
•* I can't think what is become of him ? I hope 
" he is not gone out of toWn : I am very unealy 
*^ about him. I wifti to God he would fee and 
*^ fettle his affairs : he's a very carelefs young lei- 
** low. A great deal too wild : throws away his 
'^ money like dirt. 1 have called upon him 
*^ morning after morning, but all to no purpofe, 
" rd give a bottle of wine I could meet with 
^ him : Pd rather that than my diruier. I never 
** longed fo much to fee any body," 

Thefe are the g^netal expreffions of anxietf 
which my friends throw out on my account. Some 
of them are not content to reft herei words 
coft nothing*; they carry the thing to fuch a 
length as to employ a couple of fellows, who are 
daily in all quarters of the town hunting and pry- 
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ing about for mc. As there are few inftances of* 
fuch earrieft friendfhip in the world, I am fenfiblc 
what I have faid may have a romantic appear- 
ance. You may think. Sir, that I am entertain- 
ing you all this time with a. novel j but every word 
is literally true ; and what may perhaps raife your 
idea ftill higher, is this : not one of all thefe 
people has ever got a fhilling by me -, and I ve- 
rily believe few of them ever will. Having faid 
thus much in praife of thefe my well-wi(hcrs, 
it will naturally be defired of me, to inform the 
world who and what they are^ who are in fuch 
concern about a ftranger. Not to keep you any 
longer in fufpence, I will now tell you, that I have 
experienced all this generofity from my Cre- 
ditors. 

' By this it will appear that the pleafure of being 
in debt, though very common in life, is very little 
underftood by the generality of thofc, who addidl 
themfelves to this gratification. The art in all 
thefe cafes is to refine upon the occurrences and 
disappointments, to which our ftate is liable. For 
my part, the pleafure juft mentioned, is one of the 
moil valuable enjoyments of my life. My morn^ 
ing levee is as great as any nobleman's ; whereas^ 
in the days, when I could fay 1 was in poffeffion of 
a competence, I never had any vifitor whatever, 

cxcepK 
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fexcept a laiindrefs to make my bed in the Temple. 
But now the cafe is altered ; there is a conftant 
crowd of attendants about my do6rs. To thofci 
Vho are admitted^ I have the pleafure of making 
iaL% many promifes as a minifter of ftate> and a lofty 
pride ill keepihg them much ifter the fame fa- 
ihioh. Upon thefe occaHons it will now and theti 
happen, that they who b^ft kiiow how to make 
their court, and have thte art of taking a pliant 
hour, fometimes prevail upoh me to appoint a day 
for the completion of their wilhes. As things of 
confequence canncit be done in i violent hurry^ 
ihe day agreed upon U generally very diftanti may 
be from fix to nine of twelve months. For this 
purpofe a bdrtd is generally cxeciitedi and to rriake 
the fecurity better^ I am fometimes induced t6 
cnfufe my life. In doing this you will be afto- 
niftied to hear that I have little or no trouble. By 
the defire of an attorney I walk to Lloyd's coffee- 
houfe, and there fit down under the clock td bt 
looked at by the underwriters. The aniiety with 
^hich thofe gentlemen behold an entire ftranger^ 
is a mark of their benevdlenfcc. Upon thefe oc- 
cafionsi have made many a geriteel acquaidtance: 
Colonel Phtifick^ who comes with peftoral lozcn* 
ges to prevent a fit of coughing, is my intimate 
friend. , I could mention numbers from the St; 
Jameses end of the town. When the bufincfs o£^ 
Vol. V. G g enfuring 
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enfuring my life is finifhed, tnc fricndihip one 
meets with from thofe, who figncd the poliqr, is 
really wonderfull. In their private rambles on a 
Saturday evening ip and about Covent-garden, I 
often meet them, and they exprefs themfelves with 
great kindnefs. ^^ My dear Sir, do take a little 
•* care of yourfclf : it goes to my very heart to 
*' hear you cough fo hard. Be advifcd by me, 
«* and put a flocking about your neck to-night, 
** and take fomething to fweat you a little and 
^^ eafe your cheft. You ftiould not drink fo 
<* much : confider, it impairs both conftitution 
** and purfe. You know it's for your good I 
" fpeak. You'd be a great lofs to your friends : 
•' take up a little, flefh and bjood can't hold i^ 
*^ always/' 

Thus, Mr. Ranger J am I beloved, and that foe 
no other reafon, but my addrefs in making friend^ 
for myfelf. I am fo clofcly watched by thefe ge- 
nerous creatures, that it is totally put of my 
power X.0 take any wrong ftcp, that might be dcr 
trimcntal jo my affairs. Of this I had a convinc- 
ing proof abqut a year ago, when the interpofitioq 
of my taylor hindered me from committing ^ 
very inconfiderate aclion. I was going with a 
friend to take a trip to PariSy by which I cxpedi- 
tiop I muft certainly hay? bpen drained pf all my 
ii , rejidjr 
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ready money-j but the vigilance of my friend conn 
triyed to have me flopped as I was juftftepping 
into the poft-chaife, and I was thence conduded 
' to a houfe of great holpitality in Grays-Inn-lane, 
for the fum of three hundred pounds. Here I re-, 
mained till my paffion for travel was pcrfcdiy 
cooled. When I was at length reftored to my 
liberty, my abovementioned friends took parti- 
cular care not to leave me a fingle fliilling, foF 
fear I fhould have the fame unhappy inclination 4 
fccond time. 

While I thus enjoy the affiduity and benevo- 
lence of fuch a number, who are kind enough to 
intereft thcmfelves in my affairs, I mufl own there 
is a fpecjes qf creditors, who are an e?:ception to 
%hp general f ule ^ for though all thofe of whom 
1 have hitherto been fpeakipg, are upon every oc- 
f afion highly pleafed to meet me, this lafl dptefl 
the very fight of me. As I am not confcious that 
J have ever done any thing to incur their difplea- 
fure to fo great a degree, their averfion fhocks mc 
the more. I have taken pains to foften them by 
politenefs, but all in vain. Whenever I do not 
pay them what is due to them, I endeavour to put 
them off with the handfomefl apology in my 
power J but it ftems I have run too far in arrear, 
jind they are not by any means to be fatisfied. As 

I fhould 
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1 (hould be glad that you would give ^em a word 
of advice, I wil^ hint to jou that the perfonages^ 
trfiom I mean; are no other than Gentlemen's 
Sbrtants. The cry Mnohg thcrh all isi What 
can a poor femngman do, if he is fobbed of bit 
juft vails by fuch Icoundrcls ? They are Veiy un* 
willing to let me run further in their debt. 1 can 
hardly get any thing out of their hands. If I call 
for beer at tables they are fiire not td hear me, tilt 
their mafter ordeu^ them td ferve the gentleman ; 
then I receive the leavings of the tankard juft out 
of the hands of the moft capacious fwallowin the 
company. In (hort, the peevilhnefs of thefe my 
creditors is a great difcount upon my happrnefs: 
I mufl confefs there is no kind of pleafure in being 
in debt to them. However^ I muft endeavour to 
tear this incohvcnienee, and if you will be plcafed 
to infert this letter in the Gray*s-Inn Journal^ \ 
fiiall be proud to get into your books. To be iri 
debt to Mr. Ranger ^ is the ambition of. Sir, 

Your faithful humble fervint^ 

Robirt Dun/cope. 



End ^ the Fifth Volumei 
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